
 

 

In Isaiah the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the stars also strengthens the 
powerless. So in Jesus’ healing work we see the hand of the creator God, lifting up the sick 
woman to health and service (diakonia). Like Simon’s mother-in-law, we are lifted up and 
healed to serve. Following Jesus, we strengthen the powerless; like Jesus, we seek to renew 
our own strength in quiet times of prayer. 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Prelude “Number X for 2 Manuals”  
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is 
poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection 
 
Holy God 
you search us and know us.  You are acquainted with all our ways.  We confess that our 
hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.  We turn 
inward, failing to follow your outward way of love.  We distrust those who are not like us.  
We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come.  Forgive 
us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone.  Even before the words are on 
our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy.  Amen 
 

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are 
washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.  Indeed, we are forgiven.  In the wake 
of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and 
the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn “Gather Us In ” Hymn#532 vs 1-3 
 
1 Here in this place the new light is streaming, 
 now is the darkness vanished away; 
 see in this space our fears and our dreamings 
 brought here to you in the light of this day. 
 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
 gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
 call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 
 we are the old who yearn for your face; 
 we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 
 called to be light to the whole human race. 
 Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
 gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
 give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
 give us the courage to enter the song. 
 
3 Here we will take the wine and the water, 
 here we will take the bread of new birth, 
 here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
 call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
 Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
 give us to eat the bread that is you; 
 nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
 lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A-735517 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray. 
Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of 
your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of your 
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
The First Lesson  Isaiah 40:21-31  
 
The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the one who will bring them to freedom 
is the God who created the world, the God who subdues the rulers of the earth and gives 
strength to those who are weary. 
 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah, the 40th chapter. 
 
21Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
  Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
  Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
 22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
  and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 
 who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
  and spreads them like a tent to live in; 
 23who brings princes to naught, 
  and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
 24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
  scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
 when he blows upon them, and they wither, 
  and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
 25To whom then will you compare me, 
  or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 
 26Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
  Who created these? 
 He who brings out their host and numbers them, 
  calling them all by name; 
 because he is great in strength, 
  mighty in power, 
  not one is missing. 
 27Why do you say, O Jacob, 
  and speak, O Israel, 
 “My way is hidden from the L�� , 
  and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
 28Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
 The L��  is the everlasting God, 
  the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
 He does not faint or grow weary; 
  his understanding is unsearchable. 
 29He gives power to the faint, 
  and strengthens the powerless. 
 30Even youths will faint and be weary, 
  and the young will fall exhausted; 
 31but those who wait for the L��  shall renew their strength, 
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  they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
 they shall run and not be weary, 
  they shall walk and not faint. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm  Psalm 147:1-11, 20c  
 
1Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises | to our God! 
  How pleasant it is to honor | God with praise! 
 2The L��� re- | builds Jerusalem, 
  and gathers the ex- | iles of Israel. 
 3The L��  heals the | brokenhearted 
  and binds | up their wounds. 
 4The L��� counts the number | of the stars 
  and calls them all | by their names.  
 5Great is our L��  and might- | y in power; 
  there is no limit | to God’s wisdom. 
 6The L��� lifts | up the lowly, 
  but casts the wicked | to the ground. 
 7Sing to the L�� | with thanksgiving; 
  make music upon the harp | to our God, 
 8who covers the heav- | ens with clouds 
  and prepares rain for the earth, making grass to grow up- | on the mountains.  
 9God provides food | for the cattle 
  and for the young ravens | when they cry. 
 10God is not impressed by the might | of a horse, 
  and has no pleasure in the speed | of a runner, 
 11but finds pleasure in those who | fear the L�� , 
  in those who await God’s steadfast love. 20c| Hallelujah!  
 
The Second Lesson   1 Corinthians 9:16-23  
 
God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse people. Hence the 
focus of Paul’s ministry is not his own rights or privileges as an apostle but the privilege of 
serving God by freely sharing the good news of Christ with others. 
 
A reading from St. Paul’s 1st Epistle to the Corinthians, the 9th chapter. 
 
16If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, 
and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; 
but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 18What then is my reward? Just this: 
that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my 
rights in the gospel. 
  19For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win 
more of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I 
became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those 
under the law. 21To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free 
from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law. 22To the 
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weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I 
might by all means save some. 23I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its 
blessings. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation  

*The Holy Gospel   Mark 1:29-39  
 
Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression. 
Everywhere he goes, he heals people and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are 
running for their lives. The forces that diminish human life are rendered powerless by Jesus. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter. 
Glory to You o Lord. 
 
29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon 
and Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and 
they told him about her at once. 31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then 
the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 
  32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. 
33And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who were sick with 
various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, 
because they knew him. 
  35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and 
there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When they found him, they 
said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring 
towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” 39And 
he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out 
demons. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You O Christ. 
 
Sermon  Pastor Matthew Best  
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*Hymn of the Day “O Christ, the Healer We Have Come” Hymn#610 
 
1 O Christ, the healer, we have come 
 to pray for health, to plead for friends. 
 How can we fail to be restored 
 when reached by love that never ends? 
 
2 From ev’ry ailment flesh endures 
 our bodies clamor to be freed; 
 yet in our hearts we would confess 
 that wholeness is our deepest need. 
 
3 In conflicts that destroy our health 
 we recognize the world’s disease; 
 our common life declares our ills. 
 Is there no cure, O Christ, for these? 
 
4 Grant that we all, made one in faith, 
 in your community may find 
 the wholeness that, enriching us, 
 shall reach the whole of humankind. 
 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 
Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A-735517 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 

 

*Prayers of the Church 
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...Lord, in Your mercy, C: Hear our prayer. 
 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all 
of God’s creation.  
 
A brief silence 
 
Everlasting God, let us never grow tired of hearing the Gospel message, the story of your Son 
Jesus Christ, sent into our midst to heal and save us. Give us strength to continue to proclaim 
and share the love and light of Jesus to all we encounter. We pray for all Christian churches and 
missionaries striving to share the good news worldwide. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, let us never take your incredible creation for granted. From the stars lighting the 
dark night skies, to the abundance of life in all regions of the earth, to creatures that fill the 
depths of the seas—we marvel at your beautiful handiwork. You provide all that we need, from 
the rain and snow that fills our rivers and streams, to the food grown in our fields. May we 
always work to protect these treasures, to respect nature and weather, to guard natural 
resources, and speak on behalf of living things that do not have words or voices.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Everlasting God, you never grow tired or weary. Yet we often do. There are times when we long 
for peace and justice, and it feels so far away. Renew and strengthen our hope, always. Rescue 
us from any negative thinking and help us to always turn to you, to guide our way along life’s 
path. May we be instruments of your peace. Fill the world with your glory. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, let us never underestimate your awesome power. When tragic, hate-filled news 
brings us down, may we always be lifted up by the secure knowledge and faith that you are still 
working all things together for good. Send wisdom and compassion to all world leaders, to 
politicians and community leaders at all levels.   
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, let us never take your healing powers for granted. We pray for those affected by 
sickness, disease, cancer, COVID-19, those who are hurt or brokenhearted, those affected by 
disasters, tragedies and crimes. Touch them with your healing hands, bind up their wounds and 
fill them with your love and wholeness.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Merciful God, may we never grow tired of helping the poor. May we have eyes to see, and 
hearts to feel, for those who need help in our midst. We pray for all people affected by poverty 
and oppression. May your Holy Spirit find and fill everyone who feels surrounded by darkness. 
Please comfort, strengthen and nourish them. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Here, other intercessions may be offered 
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Loving God, may we never lose our humble hearts. We pray for all the disciples of St. Stephen, 
all friends, family and community members, to remain faithful and hopeful, with Jesus Christ as 
our great example, now and always.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our love of 
God. 
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at 
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below: 

 
 

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
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*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.   
O God, 
receive these gifts as you receive us:  like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide.  
Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with 
this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  In the wonder 
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 
vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God 
whom we cannot see.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:   
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.   
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.   
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.  
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Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.   
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.  
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his coming. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.  Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh 
in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth.   
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 
High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



 

13 

*Invitation to Communion 
AM.  Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 
Come and be fed  

*Post Communion Prayer 
 
Christ Jesus, 
at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our journey.  Send us 
forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve 
others in your name. Amen. 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 

God the creator strengthen you;  Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ 

keep you in peace. 
Amen. 
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43258. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved  

St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church is a community of faith inspired and empowered by the Holy 

Spirit to proclaim boldly the Good News of God’s loving and saving presence in the world. 

*Sending Hymn “Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word” Hymn#663 vs. 1,2 
 
1 Spread, oh, spread, almighty Word, 
 spread the reign of God the Lord. 
 Send forth our Creator's call, 
 heaven's gifts extend to all. 
 
2 Tell of our Redeemer's grace, 
 who, to save our human race 
 and to pay rebellion's price, 
 gave himself as sacrifice. 
 
3 Tell of God the Spirit giv'n 
 now to guide us on to heav'n, 
 strong and holy, just and true, 
 working both to will and do. 
 
4 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 
 rouse to action heart and mind; 
 let the gath'ring nations all 
 see your light and heed your call. 
 
Text: Jonathan F. Bahnmaier, 1774-1841; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt. 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A-735517 
 

*Dismissal 
  
AM: Christ is born! Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere. 
C: Thanks be to God.  We Will 
 
Postlude “Magnifcat Octavi Toni” by Johann Speth 


