
 

 

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the 
implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the 
good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for 
preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very outset the 
cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they have known and worked 
for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Prelude “”  
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is 
poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection 
 
Holy God 
you search us and know us.  You are acquainted with all our ways.  We confess that our 
hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.  We turn 
inward, failing to follow your outward way of love.  We distrust those who are not like us.  
We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come.  Forgive 
us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone.  Even before the words are on 
our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy.  Amen 
 

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are 
washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.  Indeed, we are forgiven.  In the wake 
of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and 
the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn “Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake” Hymn#799 vs 1,2,4 
 
1 "Come, follow me," the Savior spake, 
 "all in my way abiding; 
 deny yourselves, the world forsake, 
 obey my call and guiding. 
 Oh, bear the cross, whate'er betide; 
 take my example for your guide." 
 
2 "I am the light; I light the way, 
 a godly life displaying; 
 I bid you walk as in the day; 
 I keep your feet from straying. 
 I am the way, and well I show 
 how you should sojourn here below." 
 and lead you to your heav'nly goal." 
 
4 Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, 
 and take the cross appointed, 
 and, firmly clinging to his word, 
 in suffering be undaunted. 
 For those who bear the battle's strain 
 the crown of heav'nly life obtain. 
 
Text: Johann Scheffler, 1624-1677; tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813-1896, alt. 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

*Kyrie 
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*Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by 
your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson  Jonah 3:1-5, 10  
 
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence 
message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of 
Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom 
should God have mercy?” 
 
A reading from the prophet Jonah, the 3rd chapter. 
 
1The word of the L'() came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, 
according to the word of the L'(). Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ 
walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days 
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm  Psalm 62:5-12  
 
 5For God alone I | wait in silence; 
  truly, my hope | is in God. 
 6God alone is my rock and | my salvation, 
  my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken. 
 7In God is my deliverance | and my honor; 
  God is my strong rock | and my refuge. 
 8Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people, 
  pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge.  
 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- | not be trusted. 
  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath. 
 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride; 
  though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it. 
 11God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it, 
  that power be- | longs to God. 
 12Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord, 
  for you repay all according | to their deeds.  
 
The Second Lesson   1 Corinthians 7:29-31  
 
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, 
want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has 
dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
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A reading from St. Paul’s 1st Epistle to the Corinthians, the 1st chapter. 
 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who 
have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not 
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as 
though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no 
dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation  

*The Holy Gospel  Mark 1:14-20  
 
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the 
gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will 
respond with repentance and faith. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter. 
Glory to You o Lord. 
 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the 
good news.” 
  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a 
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make 
you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little 
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the 
nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
men, and followed him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You O Christ. 
 
Sermon  Pastor Matthew Best  
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*Hymn of the Day “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore ” Hymn#817 vs. 1,3 
 
1 You have come down to the lakeshore 
 seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy, 
 but only asking for me to follow. 
 
Refrain 
 Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes; 
 kindly smiling, you've called out my name. 
 On the sand I have abandoned my small boat; 
 now with you, I will seek other seas. 
 
3 You need my hands, my exhaustion, 
 working love for the rest of the weary-- 
 a love that's willing to go on loving.  Refrain 
 
Text: Cesáreo Gabaráin, 1936-1991; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946 
Spanish and English text © 1979 Cesáreo Gabaráin, OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A-735517 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of the Church 
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: ...Lord, in Your mercy, C: Hear our prayer. 
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With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all 
of God’s creation.  
 
A brief silence. 
 
All powerful God, help your church and all its members worldwide better recognize you, your 
promise of salvation, and your call to be the loving extensions of your hands.  Help us grasp 
your call to the mission of the gospel and proceed without hesitation.  Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer.  
 
Gracious Creator, your creation cries out in pain -- the pain of pollution, the pain over overuse, 
the pain of abuse, the pain of neglect.  Help us heed your call to be faithful stewards of and in 
relationship with all creation.  Lead us to act with haste in preserving all with which you have 
blessed this planet: it's peoples, its air, its plants, its water, and its other animals. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Holy Reconciler of all, our world cries out for peace and justice.  Yet collectively we seem to 
work for division, disunity, and survival of the powerful.  Help us transform our individual and 
collective wills to work for harmony and justice throughout our communities, our nations, and 
our  world.  Help us to welcome and support leaders at all levels who will guide your peoples to 
this end.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of mercy,  the poor, the oppressed, the sick, the bereaved, and the lonely have probably 
never felt more alone and cutoff than they do today.  Please let them know that you walk with 
them, and please help us as we heed your call, work to recognize their needs, and join as 
sisters and brothers in ministry to all in need.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Healing Father, the numbers of those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit go well beyond the 
millions actively suffering with COVID-19 and its aftereffects.  Please bring comfort and relief to 
all who struggle with illness in whatever its form.  Please be with all health care providers and 
other care-givers who valiantly endeavor to minister to the sick, and give them the strength and 
endurance they need as well.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Holy Soother of our troubled spirits, we ask you to continue to lead this congregation.  Help us 
to recognize the obstacles to mission and with your guidance overcome them.  Help us see 
beyond the current health and political concerns, and actively promote your kingdom in the here 
and now.   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 



 

 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our love of 
God. 
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: Go to 
www.StStephenLC.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click DONATE. 
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet connected device at 
https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or QR code below: 

 
 

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org to get set 
up. 
 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.   
O God, 
receive these gifts as you receive us:  like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide.  
Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with 
this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen 
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*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  In the wonder 
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 
vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God 
whom we cannot see.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:   
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.   
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.   
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.  
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.   
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.   
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.  
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his coming. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.  Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh 
in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth.   
 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 
High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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*Invitation to Communion 
AM.  Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 
Come and be fed  

*Post Communion Prayer 
 
Christ Jesus, 
at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our journey.  Send us 
forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve 
others in your name. Amen. 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 

God the creator strengthen you;  Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ 

keep you in peace. 
Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn “In Thee is Gladness” Hymn#867 

Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 
Reprinted under One License #A-735517 
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New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved  

St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church is a community of faith inspired and empowered by the Holy 

Spirit to proclaim boldly the Good News of God’s loving and saving presence in the world. 

 
*Dismissal 
  
AM: Christ is born! Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere. 
C: Thanks be to God.  We Will 
 
Postlude “”  


