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God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary 
that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by 
the news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who know that 
Jesus is called king only as he is executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary 
today we hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.” 
 
Prelude “The Angel Gabriel” arranged by Robert Lau 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose 
steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Loving and Forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 
People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free—free from all that holds you 
back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.  May you be strengthened in God’s love,  �

comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” Hymn#251 vs. 1-3 
 
1 My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; 
 I sing my Savior's praise! 
 You looked upon my lowliness, 
 and I am full of grace. 
 Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age 
 this blessing shall proclaim— 
 great wonders you have done for me, 
 and holy is your name. 
 
2 To all who live in holy fear 
 your mercy ever flows. 
 With mighty arm you dash the proud, 
 their scheming hearts expose. 
 The ruthless you have cast aside, 
 the lowly throned instead; 
 the hungry filled with all good things, 
 the rich sent off unfed. 
 
3 To Israel, your servant blest, 
 your help is ever sure; 
 the promise to our parents made 
 their children will secure. 
 Sing glory to the Holy One, 
 give honor to the Word, 
 and praise the Pow'r of the Most High, 
 one God, by all adored. 
 
Text: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat 
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
Reprinted under One License #A735517 
 

Wreath Litany 4th Sunday of Advent  “Revelation and Peace”  
 
Scripture:  Luke 2:10-14  
 
“’Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in 
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 
sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great 
company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
Candle Lighting: 
Today we relight the candles of expectation and hope, recalling God’s promise; the candle of 
Preparation, remembering the voice crying in the wilderness, urging the people to prepare the 
way of the coming Lord; and the candle of Proclamation, reminding us of the joy found in HIM.  
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Now we light the candle of Revelation and Peace. We celebrate the announcement of the 
coming King and the greatness of God’s love reveled through the Christ child.  
 
*Advent Wreath Hymn “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Hymn#257 v. 1-4 
 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear.  Refrain 
 
2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
 embracing all things far and nigh: 
 in strength and beauty come and stay; 
 teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain 
 
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
 as to your tribes on Sinai's height 
 in ancient times you gave the law 
 in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
 
4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
 your own from Satan's tyranny; 
 from depths of hell your people save, 
 and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  Refrain 
 
Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

*Kyrie 
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Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from 
the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the 
world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  



 

OL 6 

 
Instead of David building a house (temple) for God, God promises to establish David’s house 
(dynasty) forever. Centuries later, after the Babylonian exile, no king sat on the throne. Even 
then, however, the people of Israel remembered this promise and continued to hope for a king, 
the messiah, God’s anointed. 
 
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the L'() had given him rest from all his 
enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of 
cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in 
mind; for the L'() is with you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the L'() came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: 
Thus says the L'(): Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house 
since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving 
about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, 
did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd 
my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus 
you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the L'() of hosts: I took you from the pasture, 
from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 

9and I have been with you 
wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a 
great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no 
more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 

11from the time that I appointed 
judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the L'() 
declares to you that the L'() will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be 
made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks Be to God. 
 
Psalm  Luke 1:46b-55  
 
46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 
  47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 
 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 
 49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 
  and holy | is your name. 
 50You have mercy on | those who fear you, 
  from generation to | generation.  
 51You have shown strength | with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 
 52casting down the mighty | from their thrones 
  and lifting | up the lowly. 
 53You have filled the hungry | with good things 
  and sent the rich | away empty. 
 54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 
  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 
 55the promise made | to our forbears, 
  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever.  
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The Second Lesson  Romans 16:25-27  
 
Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because, in the proclamation of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, God has revealed the promised, divine plan of salvation for all humanity. Paul 
proclaims this gospel of Christ in order to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations. 
 
25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but 
is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, 
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the 
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation   

*Gospel Reading  Luke 1:26-38  
 
In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary people from 
little known places. This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to common folk in a stall. 
Here Luke highlights the role of the Spirit, a special emphasis in this gospel. 
 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to 
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But 
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you 
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and 
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 

36And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was 
said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Sermon  Pastor Matthew Best 
 
*Hymn of the Day “Savior of the Nations, Come” Hymn#263 vs. 1-3 
 
1 Savior of the nations, come; 
 virgin's son, make here your home. 
 Marvel now, O heav'n and earth: 
 God has chosen such a birth. 
 
2 Not by human flesh and blood, 
 but the mystic Breath of God, 
 was the Word of God made flesh, 
 fruit of woman, blossom fresh. 
 
3 Wondrous birth—oh, wondrous child— 
 from his throne, a virgin mild! 
 Very God, and Mary's son, 
 eager now his race to run! 
 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. hymnal version 
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  Reprinted under One 
License #A735517 
 

*Nicene Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the Nicene 
Creed. 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
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he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of the Church  
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: Hear us, O God.  C: Your mercy is great. 
 
God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our 
prayers for everyone in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray for our neighbors of 
other denominations and faiths.  Inspire the faith of their people. Cultivate understanding among 
us and strengthen us in love and service to our community. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to you. Bless and protect 
the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that surround us. Give us humility as we 
tend them. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray for the leaders of all 
nations, that they amplify the voices of people in need. Guide all people entrusted with 
leadership, to create societies in which everyone can flourish. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away empty. Nourish 
those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition. Bless the work of advocates, community 
organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others to provide for their neighbors in need. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround everyone in need of 
healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. We give thanks for the 
ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other ancestors who organized, planned, dreamed, 
encouraged, and reached out as they served you. We give thanks for the bold leadership of 
female leaders in our own time. Inspire others with their steadfast witness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God.  We give because God loves us first, 
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result.  The offering is one way we show our 
love of God. 
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: 
 
Go to www.ststephenlc.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click donate.  

• Text your offering dollar amount to 717-259-2393. 

• Use the GivePlus app from your smart phone or device.  

• Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766-
2168, Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@ststephenlc.org to 
get set up.  

• Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take 
place.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.   
Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season.  Bless all 
that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing.  In the name of Jesus, 
Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted 
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
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In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.  
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.  Bless this meal.  May your Word take flesh 
in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth.  
 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 
High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
 
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here.  Come, eat and drink. 
The Body and Blood of our Lord broken and shed for you.  

 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice.  In this bread 
and cup you give us life forever.  In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to 
the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 
Amen. 
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St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church is a community of faith inspired and empowered by the Holy 

Spirit to proclaim boldly the Good News of God’s loving and saving presence in the world. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43258. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved  

*Sending Hymn “Joy to the World” Hymn#267 vs. 1,3,4 
 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
 

*Dismissal 
 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is 
good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude “Lift Up Your Heads” arranged by Robert J. Powell 


