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“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist make clear 
that God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s children got a robe,” 
go the words of a spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party 
clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. We receive that robe in baptism, and in worship we 
gather for a foretaste of God’s party. 
 
Prelude “On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry” arranged by Robert Lau 

 
Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose 
steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Loving and Forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 
People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free—free from all that holds you 
back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.  May you be strengthened in God’s love,  �

comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn “Christ Be Our Light” Hymn#715 vs. 1,2,5 
 
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 

 
Refrain 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 
2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice.  Refrain 

 
5 Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain 

 
Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 
Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  Reprinted under One 
License #A735517 
 

Wreath Litany 3rd Sunday of Advent  “Proclamation and Joy”  
 
Scripture:  Isaiah 9:6-7  
 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from 
that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.  
 
Candle Lighting: 
We relight the candle of hope and expectation, recalling God’s promise to send a Savior.  As 
we relight the candle of preparation and peace, remember the voice crying out in the 
wilderness, “prepare ye the way of the Lord.”  
 
Now we relight the candle of Proclamation and Joy. May our hearts be forever filled with the 
joy of His coming.  
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*Advent Wreath Hymn “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Hymn#257 v. 1-3 
 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear.  Refrain 
 
2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
 embracing all things far and nigh: 
 in strength and beauty come and stay; 
 teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain 
 
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
 as to your tribes on Sinai's height 
 in ancient times you gave the law 
 in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
 
Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

*Kyrie 
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Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your 
prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  
 
Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they continued to face 
hardship and oppression. In the language of the jubilee year described in Leviticus 25, the 
prophet, moved by the spirit of God, announces deliverance for those who are oppressed and 
comfort for those who mourn. 
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A reading from the prophet Isaiah, the 61st chapter. 
 
 1The spirit of the Lord G�� is upon me, 
  because the L��� has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
  to bind up the brokenhearted, 
 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
  and release to the prisoners; 
 2to proclaim the year of the L���’s favor, 
  and the day of vengeance of our God; 
  to comfort all who mourn; 
 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
  the planting of the L���, to display his glory. 
 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
  they shall raise up the former devastations; 
 they shall repair the ruined cities, 
  the devastations of many generations. 
 
 8For I the L��� love justice, 
  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
  and their offspring among the peoples; 
 all who see them shall acknowledge 
  that they are a people whom the L��� has blessed. 
 10I will greatly rejoice in the L���, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord G�� will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks Be to God. 
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Psalm  Psalm 126  
 
 1When the L��� restored the for- | tunes of Zion, 
  then were we like | those who dream. 
 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy. 
  Then they said among the nations, “The L��� has done great | things for them.” 
 3The L��� has done great | things for us, 
  and we are | glad indeed. 
 4Restore our for- | tunes, O L���, 
  like the watercourses | of the Negeb.  
 5Those who | sowed with tears 
  will reap with | songs of joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves.  
 
The Second Lesson  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  
 
Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of continual joy, 
prayer, and thanksgiving. The closing blessing is grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming. 
 
A reading from St. Paul’s first epistle to the Thessalonians, the 5th chapter. 
 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18

give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets, 
21

but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 
22abstain from every form of evil. 

  23
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 

be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is 
faithful, and he will do this. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation   
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*Gospel Reading  John 1:6-8, 19-28  
 
John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is presented as a 
witness to Jesus, one who directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true light. 
 
The Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. 
 
  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the 
Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer 
for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said,  
 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I 
baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 

28This took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  Pastor Matthew Best 
 
*Hymn of the Day “On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry” Hymn#249 vs. 1,2,5 
 
1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
 announces that the Lord is nigh; 
 awake and hearken, for he brings 
 glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 
2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; 
 make straight the way for God within, 
 and let us all our hearts prepare 
 for Christ to come and enter there. 
 
5 All praise to you, eternal Son, 
 whose advent has our freedom won, 
 whom with the Father we adore, 
 and Holy Spirit, evermore. 
 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite 
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*Nicene Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the Nicene 
Creed. 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of the Church  
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: Hear us, O God.  C: Your mercy is great. 
 
God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our 
prayers for everyone in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
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God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with the work of 
proclaiming good news. Strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, church 
musicians, lay leaders, and all people who contribute their prayers and talents to public worship.  
Embed your word in their hearts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of creation. Extend your 
kindness and relief to endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the human beings who rely 
on the rhythms of nature to make their living. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness and ask us to care 
for one another. Be present with the leaders of every nation as they govern. Give them a spirit 
of righteousness, that your goodness and mercy is revealed through their actions. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We pray for people who 
have been displaced from their homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm .  Support the work of 
Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations in their 
recovery efforts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our spirits are weak and 
weary. Bestow your spirit upon this congregation and empower us to comfort the people who 
turn to us in times of need. Make your church a place of refuge and healing. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We are grateful for the 
beloved, imperfect people whose lives testified to your radiant love  Anoint all who mourn with 
the oil of gladness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God.  We give because God loves us first, 
and we are called to love God and neighbor as a result.  The offering is one way we show our 
love of God.   
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To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: 
 
Go to www.ststephenlc.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click donate.  

• Text your offering dollar amount to 717-259-2393. 

• Use the GivePlus app from your smart phone or device.  

• Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766-
2168, Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@ststephenlc.org to 
get set up.  

• Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take 
place.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.   
Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season.  Bless all 
that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing.  In the name of Jesus, 
Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted 
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.  
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.  Bless this meal.  May your Word take flesh 
in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth.  
 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
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All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 
High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here.  Come, eat and drink. 

The Body and Blood of our Lord broken and shed for you.  
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Post Communion Prayer 
 
Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice.  In this bread 
and cup you give us life forever.  In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to 
the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn “Hark, the Glad Sound!” Hymn#239 vs. 1-3 
 
1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
 the Savior promised long; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
 and ev'ry voice a song. 
 
2 He comes the pris'ners to release, 
 in Satan's bondage held. 
 The gates of brass before him burst, 
 the iron fetters yield. 
 
3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 
 the bleeding soul to cure, 
 and with the treasures of his grace 
 to enrich the humble poor. 
 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751 
 

*Dismissal 
 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is 
good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude “The Advent of Our God” by Aaron Williams 
  arranged by Robert J. Powell 


