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John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing 
gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical 
call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming 
one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our 
voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in 
order to say it with our lives in a world in need of justice and peace. 
 
Prelude “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” by Rowland H. Prichard 
  arranged by Robert Lau 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose 
steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Loving and Forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 
People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free—free from all that holds you 
back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.  May you be strengthened in God’s love,  �

comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn “The King Shall Come” Hymn#260 vs. 1-4 
 
1 The King shall come when morning dawns 
 and light triumphant breaks, 
 when beauty gilds the eastern hills 
 and life to joy awakes. 
 
2 Not as of old a little child, 
 to bear and fight and die, 
 but crowned with glory like the sun 
 that lights the morning sky. 
 
3 Oh, brighter than the rising morn 
 when Christ, victorious, rose 
 and left the lonesome place of death, 
 despite the rage of foes. 
 
4 Oh, brighter than that glorious morn 
 shall dawn upon our race 
 the day when Christ in splendor comes, 
 and we shall see his face. 
 
Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  Reprinted under One 
License #A735517 
 

Wreath Litany 2nd Sunday of Advent  “Preparation of Peace”  
 
Scripture:  Isaiah 40:3-5 
 
In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God. Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground 
shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and 
all people will see it together. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 
 
Candle Lighting: 
Today we relight the candle of Hope and Expectation. Let this candle remind us of the great 
hope we have in Christ the Messiah and in God’s promises. As we light the candle of 
preparation and peace let it remind us to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ.  
 
*Advent Wreath Hymn “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Hymn#257 v. 1,2 
 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear.  Refrain 
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2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
 embracing all things far and nigh: 
 in strength and beauty come and stay; 
 teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain 
 
Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

*Kyrie 
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Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us 
to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson  Isaiah 40:1-11  
 
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon 
is over. God will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the sheep. This word 
can be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of God. 
 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah, the 40th chapter. 
 
 1Comfort, O comfort my people, 
  says your God. 
 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 



 

OL 6 

  and cry to her 
 that she has served her term, 
  that her penalty is paid, 
 that she has received from the L%&'’s hand 
  double for all her sins. 
 3A voice cries out: 
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the L%&', 
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
  and every mountain and hill be made low; 
 the uneven ground shall become level, 
  and the rough places a plain. 
 5Then the glory of the L%&' shall be revealed, 
  and all people shall see it together, 
  for the mouth of the L%&' has spoken.” 
 6A voice says, “Cry out!” 
  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
 All people are grass, 
  their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 
  when the breath of the L%&' blows upon it; 
  surely the people are grass. 
 8

The grass withers, the flower fades; 
  but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 9Get you up to a high mountain, 
  O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
 lift up your voice with strength, 
  O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
  lift it up, do not fear; 
 say to the cities of Judah, 
  “Here is your God!” 
 10See, the Lord G%' comes with might, 
  and his arm rules for him; 
 his reward is with him, 
  and his recompense before him. 
 11

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
  he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
 and carry them in his bosom, 
  and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks Be to God. 
 
Psalm  Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  
 
1You have been gracious to your | land, O L%&'; 
  you have restored the good for- | tune of Jacob. 
 2You have forgiven the iniquity | of your people 
  and blotted out | all their sins. 
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 8I will listen to what the L%&'| God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you. 
 9Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell | in our land.  
 10

Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 
  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 
 11Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
 12The L%&' will indeed | grant prosperity, 
  and our land will | yield its increase. 
 13Righteousness shall go be- | fore the L��� 
  and shall prepare for | God a pathway.  
 
The Second Lesson  2 Peter 3:8-15a  
 
This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially 
concerns that could arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to 
anticipate the promised coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God. 
 
A reading from the 2nd book of Peter, the 3rd chapter. 
 
8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of 
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, 
and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will 
be disclosed. 
  11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be 
in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt 
with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, 
where righteousness is at home. 
  14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at 
peace, without spot or blemish; 

15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation   
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*Gospel Reading  Mark 1:1-8  
 
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
 
The Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 

8I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  Pastor Matthew Best 
 
*Hymn of the Day “All Earth is Hopeful” Hymn#266 vs. 1-3 
 
1 All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 
 Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 
 this, the labor of people who struggle to see 
 how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free. 
 
2 People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 
 "A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel"; 
 she conceived him, "God with us,"  

our brother, whose birth 
 restores hope and courage to children of this earth. 
 
3 Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 
 new highways opened, new protocols declared. 
 Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 
 All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 
 
Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946 
Spanish text © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Liturgica, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, 
Portland, OR 97213. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  Reprinted under One 
License #A735517 
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*Nicene Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the Nicene 
Creed. 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of the Church  
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: Lord, in Your mercy.  C: Hear our prayer. 
 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all 
of God’s creation.  
 
A brief silence. 
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Loving God, our Advent journey looks and feels very different this year. Yet your words and 
promises are consistent and true. Thank you God for being our shepherd through the 
pandemic, through all hardships, and through this Advent journey, gathering us as lambs in 
your arms and carrying us close to your heart as we travel life’s path. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, we pray for your church universal, all of its ministries worldwide, and the mission 
of the Gospel. Thank you for John the Baptist who boldly prepared the way. May his words and 
actions inspire us anew, so that our ministries touch all those who need them, and that the 
words of the Gospel reach new ears this Advent season. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of grace, thank you for the earth and all creation. In today’s readings, we are reminded of 
the abundance of the harvest, and we are reminded that we are like grass and flowers that 
wither and fade. We are also reminded of your eternal comfort and care for all creation and for 
that we are so grateful. Use our lives to your service, to make an impact, during our short time 
here on this earth. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of Peace, we often get caught up in tension and fighting, worry and fear. But you promise 
to bring peace to your people. And you measure time so differently than we do. A day is like a 
thousand years and a thousand years are like a day, to you. Thank you for these reminders, 
especially as we pray for peace and justice in the world, between countries and governments, 
political parties and all those in authority. May your peaceful spirit descend upon all like a dove. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of mercy, we hear your words promising a new heaven and a new earth where 
righteousness dwells. We pray for the poor, the oppressed, the lonely and the sick, especially 
all families and healthcare workers affected by COVID-19. Comfort, heal and bless them. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Holy God, we pray for all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Help us to minister to their 
hurts and wounds during their time on earth. But help us to spread the love of Jesus to them, so 
that your Holy Spirit erases all tears and pains for eternity in heaven. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God, we pray for all members and friends here at St. Stephen. Bless our hands and 
hearts during this Advent season so that they reach and touch our Cumberland County 
community, and beyond, with your work and words. Let us prepare the way—your way. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer    
   
Special prayer requests  
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.  
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*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God.  We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result.  The offering is one way we show our love of 
God.   
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: 
 
Go to www.ststephenlc.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click donate.  

• Text your offering dollar amount to 717-259-2393. 

• Use the GivePlus app from your smart phone or device.  

• Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766-
2168, Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@ststephenlc.org to 
get set up.  

• Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take 
place.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.   
Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season.  Bless all 
that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing.  In the name of Jesus, 
Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted 
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your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.  
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
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Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.  Bless this meal.  May your Word take flesh 
in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth.  
 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 
High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here.  Come, eat and drink. 
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The Body and Blood of our Lord broken and shed for you.  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice.  In this bread 
and cup you give us life forever.  In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to 
the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn “He Came Down” Hymn#253 vs. 1-4 
 
1 He came down that we may have love; 
 he came down that we may have love; 
 he came down that we may have love; 
 hallelujah forevermore. 
 
2 He came down that we may have light; 
 he came down that we may have light; 
 he came down that we may have light; 
 hallelujah forevermore. 
 
3 He came down that we may have peace; 
 he came down that we may have peace; 
 he came down that we may have peace; 
 hallelujah forevermore. 
 
4 He came down that we may have joy; 
 he came down that we may have joy; 
 he came down that we may have joy; 
 hallelujah forevermore. 
 
Text: Cameroon traditional  
 

*Dismissal 
 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is 
good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude “Hark!  The Glad Sound” arranged by Robert J. Powell  


