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On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, 
the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, 
sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and 
injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his 
victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging 
Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and 
deeds. 
 
Prelude “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” setting by Benjamin M. Culli 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls 
us beloved. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another  
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy One, 
we confess that we are not awake for you. 
We are not faithful in using your gifts. 
We forget the least of our siblings. 
We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 
We are infected by sin 
that divides your beloved community. 
Open our hearts to your coming, 
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 
open our hands to serve your creation . Amen. 
 

Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.  Through ☩ 

Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice!  Let us 
live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn “Shout to the Lord” Hymn#821 
 
My Jesus, my Savior, 
 Lord, there is none like you. 
 All of my days I want to praise 
 the wonders of your mighty love. 
 My comfort, my shelter, 
 tower of refuge and strength; 
 let ev'ry breath, all that I am 
 never cease to worship you. 
 
 Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing 
 power and majesty, praise to the King. 
 Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 
 at the sound of your name. 
 I sing for joy at the work of your hands; 
 forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand. 
 Nothing compares to the promise I have in you. 
 
Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965 
Text © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in the USA & Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) 
c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  Reprinted under One 
License #A735517 
 
*Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie 
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Canticle of Praise 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the 
riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the 
world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24  
 
Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will assume the 
role of shepherd in Israel. The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant David,” 
who will feed and care for the people. 
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A reading from the prophet Ezekiel, the 34th chapter. 
 
11Thus says the Lord G��: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As 
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out 
my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of 
clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, 
by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good 
pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in 
good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will 
be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord G��. 16I will seek 
the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 
weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
  20Therefore, thus says the Lord G�� to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and 
the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak 
animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they 
shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
  23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall 
feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the L�!�, will be their God, and my servant David 
shall be prince among them; I, the L�!�, have spoken. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks Be to God. 
 
Psalm  Psalm 95:1-7a  
 
 1Come, let us sing | to the L�!�; 
  let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation. 
 2Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to the | L��� with psalms. 
 3For you, L�!�, | are a great God, 
  and a great ruler a- | bove all gods. 
 4

In your hand are the caverns | of the earth; 
  the heights of the hills are | also yours.  
 5The sea is yours, | for you made it, 
  and your hands have molded | the dry land. 
 6Come, let us worship | and bow down, 
  let us kneel before the | L��� our maker. 
 7aFor the L�!�| is our God, 
  and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of God’s hand.  
 
The Second Lesson  Ephesians 1:15-23  
 

In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the 
dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire universe, now 
and in the age to come. 
 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, the 1st chapter. 
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15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 
as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know 
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 
according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all 
rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in 
this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made 
him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in 
all. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation   

*Gospel Reading  Matthew 25:31-46  
 
Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what 
is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him. 
 
The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and 
he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 
33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to 
those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world; 

35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked 
and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 
me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave 
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you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a 
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw 
you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he 
will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels; 

42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and 
you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will 
answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you 
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  Pastor Matthew Best 
 
*Hymn of the Day “Rejoice, For Christ is King” Hymn#430 vs. 1-3 
 
1 Rejoice, for Christ is king! 
 Your Lord and king adore; 
 rejoice, give thanks, and sing, 
 and triumph evermore: 
 
Refrain 
 Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
 rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
2 Our Savior Jesus reigns, 
 the God of truth and love; 
 when he had purged our stains, 
 he took his seat above:  Refrain 
 
3 His kingdom cannot fail; 
 he rules o'er earth and heav'n; 
 the keys of death and hell 
 are to our Jesus giv'n:  Refrain 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 

 
*Apostles Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of the Church  
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: Hear us, O God.  C: Your mercy is great. 
 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social 
ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been 
served. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the 
needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages.  Grant opportunities for ending divisions 
among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression and 
prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped 
away.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain those who 
work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of 
young people. Hear us, O God. 
 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the 
sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around us. 
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Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all 
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God.  We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result.  The offering is one way we show our love of 
God.   
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: 
 
Go to www.ststephenlc.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click donate.  

• Text your offering dollar amount to 717-259-2393. 

• Use the GivePlus app from your smart phone or device.  

• Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766-
2168, Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@ststephenlc.org to 
get set up.  

• Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take 
place.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.   
God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared 
your abundant blessings.  Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your 
abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care 
for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. 
Amen 
 



 

OL 9 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

you have brought us this far along the way. 
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 

but guided us into the path of love and light. 
In every age you sent prophets 

to make known your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 

our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 

to preach good news to the afflicted, 
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to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

In the night in which he was handed over, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 

we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen 
Amen. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen 
Amen. 
 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, 

that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

The Body and Blood of our Lord broken and shed for you.  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 
the body and blood of Christ.  Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your 
beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of 
the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ) Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 
comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn “Crown Him With Many Crowns” Hymn#855 vs. 1,4,5 
 
1 Crown him with many crowns, 
 the Lamb upon his throne; 
 hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns 
 all music but its own. 
 Awake, my soul, and sing 
 of him who died for thee, 
 and hail him as thy matchless king 
 through all eternity. 
 
4 Crown him the Lord of life, 
 who triumphed o'er the grave 
 and rose victorious in the strife 
 for those he came to save. 
 His glories now we sing, 
  who died, eternal life to bring, 
 and lives that death may die. 
 
5 Crown him the Lord of years, 
 the potentate of time, 
 creator of the rolling spheres, 
 ineffably sublime. 
 All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
 For thou hast died for me; 
 thy praise and glory shall not fail 
 throughout eternity. 
 
Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4 
 

*Dismissal 
 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is 
good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude “Voluntary on ‘Kremser’” arranged by Gordon Young 

St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church is a community of faith inspired and empowered by the Holy 

Spirit to proclaim boldly the Good News of God’s loving and saving presence in the world. 
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