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Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage 
one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and 
foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s 
coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb. 
 
Prelude “Voluntary on ‘Olivet’” arranged by Gordon Young 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls 
us beloved. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another  
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy One, 
we confess that we are not awake for you. 
We are not faithful in using your gifts. 
We forget the least of our siblings. 
We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 
We are infected by sin 
that divides your beloved community. 
Open our hearts to your coming, 
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 
open our hands to serve your creation . Amen. 
 

Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.  Through ☩ 

Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice!  Let us 
live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” Hymn#632 vs. 1-3 
 
 
1 O God, our help in ages past, 
 our hope for years to come, 
 our shelter from the stormy blast, 
 and our eternal home: 
 
2 Under the shadow of your throne 
 your saints have dwelt secure; 
 sufficient is your arm alone, 
 and our defense is sure. 
 
3 Before the hills in order stood 
 or earth received its frame, 
 from everlasting you are God, 
 to endless years the same. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 

 
*Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie 
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Canticle of Praise 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us 
the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson  Amos 5:18-24  
 
In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great victory, 
but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute 
for obedience. The LORD demands justice and righteousness in the community. 
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A reading from the prophet Amos, the 5th chapter. 
 
18Alas for you who desire the day of the L���! 
  Why do you want the day of the L���? 
 It is darkness, not light; 
  19as if someone fled from a lion, 
  and was met by a bear; 
 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
  and was bitten by a snake. 
 20Is not the day of the L��� darkness, not light, 
  and gloom with no brightness in it? 
 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 
  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
  I will not accept them; 
 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
  I will not look upon. 
 23

Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
 24But let justice roll down like waters, 
  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks Be to God. 
 
Psalm  Psalm 70  
 
1Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me; 
  O L���, make | haste to help me. 
 2

Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded; 
  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and | be disgraced.  
 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me 
  turn back because | of their shame. 
 4

Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you; 
  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the L���!” 
 5

But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God. 
  You are my helper and my deliverer; O L���, | do not tarry.  
 
The Second Lesson  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  
 
Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the 
resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope 
that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ. 
 
A reading from Paul’s 1st letter to the Thessalonians, the 4th chapter. 
 
13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so 
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this 
we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 
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the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of 
command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 
caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the 
Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation   

*Gospel Reading  Matthew 25:1-13  
 
Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all 
times. 
 
The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25thchapter.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids 
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 

4but the wise took flasks of 
oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But 
at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all 
those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some 
of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for 
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 

10And while they 
went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding 
banquet; and the door was shut. 

11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for 
you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Sermon  Pastor Matthew Best 
 
*Hymn of the Day “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” Hymn#436 vs. 1-2 
 
1 Wake, awake, for night is flying, 
 the watchmen on the heights are crying; 
 awake, Jerusalem, at last. 
 Midnight hears the welcome voices, 
 and at the thrilling cry rejoices: 
 "Come forth, you maidens! Night is past. 
 The bridegroom comes! Awake; 
 your lamps with gladness take!" 
 Alleluia!  
 Rise and prepare the feast to share; 
 go, meet the bridegroom, who draws near. 
 
2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, 
 and all her heart with joy is springing. 
 She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 
 Her dear friend comes down, all glorious, 
 the strong in grace, in truth victorious: 
 her star is ris'n; her light is come. 
 Now come, O Blessed One, 
 Lord Jesus, God's own Son. 
 Sing hosanna! 
 Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all, 
 and follow to the banquet hall. 
 
Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite 
Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. Reprinted under One 
License #A735517 

 

*Apostles Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 



 

OL 7 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of the Church  
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM: Hear us, O God, C: Your mercy is great. 
 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship with sincere 
and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and artists who lead us in praise 
and prayer.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. Bless the 
work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious living with 
your creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the courtrooms of every 
land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those who stand accused of crimes. Be 
present in cases where we long for both justice and mercy to prevail.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of those who 
live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle with their identity and 
place in this world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active duty and retired 
military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the line of duty. Heal the 
wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service members. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. Remind us of 
the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them for the building up of your 
kingdom. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all 
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God.  We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result.  The offering is one way we show our love of 
God.   
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: 
 
Go to www.ststephenlc.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click donate.  

• Text your offering dollar amount to 717-259-2393. 

• Use the GivePlus app from your smart phone or device.  

• Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766-
2168, Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@ststephenlc.org to 
get set up.  

• Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take 
place.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  You have set before us these gifts of 
your good creation.  Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and 
drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

you have brought us this far along the way. 
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 

but guided us into the path of love and light. 
In every age you sent prophets 

to make known your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 

our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 

to preach good news to the afflicted, 
to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

In the night in which he was handed over, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 

we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen 
Amen. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen 
Amen. 
 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, 

that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

The Body and Blood of our Lord broken and shed for you.  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 
the body and blood of Christ.  Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your 
beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of 
the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, 4 Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 
comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn “Go, My Children With My Blessing” Hymn#543 vs. 1,2 
 
1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
 In my love’s baptismal river 
 I have made you mine forever. 
 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 
2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 
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 here you touched him, saw his glory. 
 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 
 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt. 
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  Reprinted under One 
License #A735517 
 

*Dismissal 
 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is 
good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude “Gigue” by Christoph Nichelmann 
  edited by Charles Callahan 
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Spirit to proclaim boldly the Good News of God’s loving and saving presence in the world. 
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