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Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to 
live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s 
grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the 
freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in 
worship and mission. 
 
Prelude “Vater Unser im Himmelreich” by Johann Sebastian Bach 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, we are gathered to ask God’s blessing as with thankfulness we 
dedicate this Pergola to the glory of God. 
Amen. 
 
A reading from the 1st book of the Kings, Chapter 8. 
 
22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the L��� in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, 
and spread out his hands to heaven. 23He said, ‘O L���, God of Israel, there is no God like you 
in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants 
who walk before you with all their heart, 24the covenant that you kept for your servant my father 
David as you declared to him; you promised with your mouth and have this day fulfilled with your 
hand. 25Therefore, O L���, God of Israel, keep for your servant my father David that which you 
promised him, saying, “There shall never fail you a successor before me to sit on the throne of 
Israel, if only your children look to their way, to walk before me as you have walked before 
me.” 26Therefore, O God of Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you promised to your 
servant my father David. 
27 ‘But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain 
you, much less this house that I have built! 28Have regard to your servant’s prayer and his plea, 
O L��� my God, heeding the cry and the prayer that your servant prays to you today; 29that 
your eyes may be open night and day towards this house, the place of which you said, “My 
name shall be there”, that you may heed the prayer that your servant prays towards this 
place. 30Hear the plea of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray towards this 
place; O hear in heaven your dwelling-place; heed and forgive. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God.   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Let us pray: 
 
We give you thanks, O God, creator of the universe, for your abundant gifts. 
By your holy wisdom all things have been made to reflect your glory, 
for the sustenance of life, and for the use and delight of your living creatures. 
Send your blessing upon us and upon this pergola 
which we set apart today to your praise and honor. 
Give us joy in all your works, and grant that this pargola may always be a place 
where your will is done and your name is glorified; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Proceed to the Sanctuary 
 
Gathering Hymn “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” Hymn#504 
 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 
 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 
2 No strength of ours can match his might! 
 We would be lost, rejected. 
 But now a champion comes to fight, 
 whom God himself elected. 
 You ask who this may be? 
 The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
 God's only Son, adored. 
 He holds the field victorious. 
 
3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
 all threat'ning to devour us, 
 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
 they cannot overpow'r us. 
 Let this world's tyrant rage; 
 in battle we'll engage! 
 His might is doomed to fail; 
 God's judgment must prevail! 
 One little word subdues him. 
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4 God's Word forever shall abide, 
 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
 for God himself fights by our side 
 with weapons of the Spirit. 
 Were they to take our house, 
 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
 though life be wrenched away, 
 they cannot win the day. 
 The kingdom's ours forever! 
 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  Reprinted under One 
License #A735717 

 
*Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie 
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Canticle of Praise 

*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 
church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson  Jeremiah 31:31-34  
 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people 
to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and 
needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive 



 

OL 5 

iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 
 
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah, the 31st chapter. 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the L���, when I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that 
they broke, though I was their husband, says the L���. 33But this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the L���: I will put my law within them, and 
I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

34No longer 
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the L���,” for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the L���; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
remember their sin no more. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks Be to God. 
 
Psalm  Psalm 46 
 
1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
  a very present | help in trouble. 
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
 3though its waters | rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
 5

God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the | break of day. 
 6

The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth | melts away.  
 7The L��� of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
 8Come now, regard the works | of the L���, 
  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
 9

behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 
 10

“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 
 11The L��� of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.  
 
The Second Lesson  Romans 3:19-28  
 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. 
No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought 
into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is 
a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
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A reading from Paul’s epistle to the Romans the 3rd chapter. 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no 
human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 
comes the knowledge of sin. 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by 
the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction, 23

since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did 
this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 
previously committed; 

26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that 
he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by 
the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by 
the law. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation   

*Gospel Reading  John 8:31-36  
 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the 
truth that sets people free from sin. 
 
The Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples; 

32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, 
“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean 
by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
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35
The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 

forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  Pastor Matthew Best 
 

*Hymn of the Day “Lord, Keep us Steadfast in Your Word” Hymn#517 vs.1-2 
 
 
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 
 curb those who by deceit or sword 
 would wrest the kingdom from your Son 
 and bring to naught all he has done. 
 
2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, 
 for you are Lord of lords alone; 
 defend your holy church, that we 
 may sing your praise eternally. 
 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 
 

Reformation Reflection  Pastor Matthew Best 
 
The following are Martin Luther’s words to Lazarus Spengler on July 8, 1530 about the seal: 

 
“Grace and peace from the Lord. As you desire to know 
whether my painted seal, which you sent to me, has hit the 
mark, I shall answer most amiably and tell you my original 
thoughts and reason about why my seal is a symbol of my 
theology. The first should be a black cross in a heart, which 
retains its natural color, so that I myself would be reminded 
that faith in the Crucified saves us. "For one who believes 
from the heart will be justified" (Romans 10:10). Although it is 
indeed a black cross, which mortifies and which should also 
cause pain, it leaves the heart in its natural color. It does not 
corrupt nature, that is, it does not kill but keeps alive. "The 
just shall live by faith" (Romans 1:17) but by faith in the 
crucified. Such a heart should stand in the middle of a white 
rose, to show that faith gives joy, comfort, and peace. In other 
words, it places the believer into a white, joyous rose, for this 
faith does not give peace and joy like the world gives (John 

14:27). That is why the rose should be white and not red, for white is the color of the spirits and 
the angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; John 20:12). Such a rose should stand in a sky-blue field, 
symbolizing that such joy in spirit and faith is a beginning of the heavenly future joy, which 
begins already, but is grasped in hope, not yet revealed. And around this field is a golden ring, 
symbolizing that such blessedness in Heaven lasts forever and has no end. Such blessedness 
is exquisite, beyond all joy and goods, just as gold is the most valuable, most precious and best 
metal. This is my summary of theology. I have wanted to show it to you in good friendship, 
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hoping for your appreciation. May Christ, our beloved Lord, be with your spirit until the life 
hereafter. Amen.” 
 
(Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luther_rose).  There are other places to get this as well.  It 
originally appeared in Luther’s Works - LW 49, 356-359.  
 
Reformation Sunday is certainly a festival day where we celebrate and remember our history, 
but it should also be a day to reexamine our faith and look forward.   The church is always 
reforming itself and God is never done with us either.  So I invite us to take a moment to 
examine ourselves, the church, and the world and ask yourself these questions: 

 
How is God reforming me?  In what ways do I see this reformation happening?  In what 
ways do others see it happening in me? 
 
How is God reforming the church today?  Where do I see this reformation happening in 
the church now?  In my own congregation?  How is Jesus calling me to participate in 
that reformation? 
 
Reformation leads to transformation.  As God is reforming and transforming both me 
and the church, how does this impact my community, the people around me, and 
creation?  What is God calling me to be and to do as a result of this transformation?”  
 

 
*Prayers of the Church  
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM:  Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 
 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, 
reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify 
it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a 
holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural 
disasters of any kind.  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all 
from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to 
those who are ill.  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their 
commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the 
hope of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors 
who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the 
renewal of the church. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God.  We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result.  The offering is one way we show our love of 
God.   
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: 
 
Go to www.ststephenlc.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click donate.  

• Text your offering dollar amount to 717-259-2393. 

• Use the GivePlus app from your smart phone or device.  

• Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766-
2168, Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@ststephenlc.org to 
get set up.  

• Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
 

The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take 
place.  Thank you for your generosity. 
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*Offertory Prayer 
 

Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  You have set before us these gifts of 
your good creation.  Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and 
drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

you have brought us this far along the way. 
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 

but guided us into the path of love and light. 
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In every age you sent prophets 
to make known your loving will for all humanity. 

The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 
to preach good news to the afflicted, 
to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

In the night in which he was handed over, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 

we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen 
Amen. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen 
Amen. 
 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, 

that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

The Body and Blood of our Lord broken and shed for you.  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 
the body and blood of Christ.  Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved 
vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same 
Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, 6 Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 
comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 
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St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church is a community of faith inspired and empowered by the Holy 

Spirit to proclaim boldly the Good News of God’s loving and saving presence in the world. 
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*Sending Hymn “Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen” Hymn#548 vs. 1-2 
 
 
1 Rise, O church, like Christ arisen, 
 from this meal of love and grace; 
 may we through such love envision 
 whose we are, and whose, our praise. 
 Alleluia, alleluia; 
 God, the wonder of our days. 
 
2 Rise, transformed, and choose to follow 
 after Christ, though wounded, whole; 
 broken, shared, our lives are hallowed 
 to release and to console. 
 Alleluia, alleluia; 
 Christ, our present, past, and goal. 
 
Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953 
Text © 1997 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  Reprinted under One 
License #A735517 

 
*Dismissal 
 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is 
good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude “Voluntary on "Ein'  Feste Burg" arranged by Gordon Young 


