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What do John the Bapt is t ,  the story 

of  Moses  and the burning bush,  and 

the  Reformat ion  have  in  com-

mon? These are t ransformat ive f igures  

and events .  And you’ l l  read about 

each of  these in  th is  edi t ion of  Ana-

s tas is .    

Transformation might  not  be a  fami l-

iar  term for  you.  And for  some of 

you,  i t  might  feel  l ike i t  i s  over-

used.  Regardless ,  t ransformat ion is  

what  God is  in  the bus iness  of .   John 

the Bapt ist  paves  the way for  the 

t ransformat ive nature of  Jesus  and his  

Good News message, h is  suffer ing, 

death ,  and resurrect ion,  and his  ca l l  

to  d isc ip leship .  The s tory of  Moses 

and the burning bush is  transforma-

t ive because i t  is  God coming to hu-

manity in a  d irect fashion.  I t  is  so 

t ransformat ive that  Moses  is  l i tera l ly  

changed by the encounter  –  h is  face 

had to be covered,  according to Scrip-

ture .  And the Reformat ion is  arguably 

the major  t ransformat ive event  of  the 

1500s , changing people ’s  re lat ionship 

with the church, expanding our  un-

derstanding of  God,  and procla iming 

undeserved grace to humanity .   

Transformation br ings  change.  For  

some people ,  change is  scary –  i t  

means that they are not  in control any 

longer .  For  others  change is  a  b less-

ing –  i t  br ings  freedom.  Regardless  of 

how you view change, transformat ion 

means that  our l ives  are changed in 

incredib le ways.   

I  invi te you to read th is  edit ion of  

Anastas is  and I  pray that  th is  might 

be a  season of  transformat ion for 

you.   

T h e  F i r e  I s s u e   

Pastor Matthew Best 

PHOTO CREDIT (opposite page): Jessica Neiswender  

PROMISE & FULFILLMENT:  
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I don’t know the name of it, or where I first read it, but 

there’s a theory that says that every 500 years or so, there is a 

major change in society.  In fact, it would be fair to say, a 

major upheaval.  You can go back 3000 years. David takes 

the throne of Israel then.  Doesn’t sound like anything major 

– Israel was a tiny kingdom.  But the significance is that God 

makes a covenant with David and his line. Just under 500 

years later, the temple is destroyed in Jerusalem and Israel is 

sent into exile and then released several decades later.  About 

500 years later, Jesus is born and walks amongst humanity – 

proclaiming a life-changing and world-changing message of 

good news to the poor and outcast.  A message that upends 

the power structures of the world.  Not quite 500 years later, 

Christianity is adopted as the official religion of the Roman 

Empire, spreading into Europe, Asia, and North Africa.  500 

years later there is a split in Eastern and Western Christianity.  

500 years later Martin Luther and the Reformation come on 

the scene – changing Christianity and society in ways unim-

ageable just a few decades beforehand.   

And here we are 500 years later. I don’t know if this is the 

next major change in society that we are facing, or if this is 

just a fluke. Those living through major upheavals often 

don’t know it at the time.  It is usually those that come after 

that can see the change more clearly.   

But each of these times of change shakes humanity at its 

core. In each of these events, the way that things had been 

done are ended. A new way starts. And that shakes people 

and society greatly.  These are times of fire.   

Fire is symbolic of many things.   

The fires that burn in California ravage the land, causing 

great destruction and death.  They burn everything in their 

path. One person familiar with the Camp Fire in California 

just a few years ago said that the fire moved the length of a 

football field in one second. That’s incredible in so many 

ways. No wonder that fire, and those like it, are so destruc-

tive.   

Fire is symbolic of warmth too.  The fall is a time for fire pits 

and a crackling fire on brisk Autumn evenings.  Those fires 

can be mesmerizing and can draw us in, closer together with 

loved ones and friends.  Those kinds of fires make us feel 

alive and connected.   

Fire is symbolic of transformation too.  Fire is deadly and 

destructive, and it brings and preserves life.  Isn’t that what 

our faith is if we are honest about it?  While we may prefer a 

steady faith that comforts us, God rarely offers that kind of 

faith for us.  That’s not the type of faith that will cause us to 

F IRE  
by Rev. Matthew Best 

PHOTO CREDIT: Christian Wiediger for UNSPLASH 
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grow – in our faith, in our relationship with God, or any other parts of 

our life.  That’s just a kindling that can neither destroy our faith in false 

gods, nor sustain us and warm us when life gets cold.   

Transformative events come our way whether we want them to or not.  

If it was our choice, most people would probably never choose a trans-

formative event to happen.  They rattle us, upend our habits, and re-

mind us that we are not in control.  But our faith prepares us for such 

times.   

In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, racial tensions, divisive parti-

sanship, economic hardship, and environmental changes, our faith is a 

fire that sustains us. It is a fire that reminds us of the presence of God 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is a fire that destroys the 

things in our life that attempt to separate us from God, from others, 

and the rest of creation.   

This fire of faith destroys all those things that get in the way of living 

out our faith. And this fire of faith gives us life to face difficult times, 

knowing that we are not alone and that we are being pulled into a lov-

ing embrace of God.   

In our Lutheran tradition, one of the things that has been a constant is 

the Pascal candle. It is lit during certain liturgical seasons and life 

events. These events and life events are major transformation points.  

We light the Pascal candle between Easter Vigil and Pentecost. We light 

it for baptisms and funerals. The candle, with its flame, is a reminder 

that the Spirit of God is present at these major transformative changes 

in our individual lives and the life of the church. The fire represents 

God. The fire gives us light – we know where to look. The fire burns 

the candle, reminding us of our mortality. The fire burns like a tongue 

of fire at Pentecost. The fire burns.   

And it burns within us. In Luke 24, we hear one of my favorite passages 

of Scripture – it is the Road to Emmaus. Jesus shows up after the Res-

urrection to two disciples (who don’t recognize him) walking from Jeru-

salem to Emmaus. They are talking about the events of the previous 

few days. The conversation gets deeper and more meaningful and excit-

ing. And the disciples invite Jesus in for a meal. It is in the breaking of 

the bread that Jesus is revealed, and the disciples immediately get up 

and run back to Jerusalem to tell their friends what happened. And it is 

this phrase that they say – “Were not our hearts burning within us as 

He spoke to us…” This encounter with Jesus transforms them. It burns 

down their sadness. It burns down their comfort. It burns down so 

much. And in its place, their hearts are caught on fire. The old ways are 

destroyed. New life takes its place.   

Lord, open us to be encountered by you.  Let that encounter burn away everything 

that gets in the way of your relationship with us.  Let that fire burn away the false 

gods that we swear allegiance to.  Let that fire purify our hearts.  Let your fire burn 

in our hearts to the point that we get up and get going, proclaiming, and living out 

the faith that you give us.  AMEN.     

 

MORE INFORMATION ON  

THIS ISSUE ’S THEME &  

FOUNDATIONAL PASSAGES  
   

Anastasis is a magazine about encounters 

with God. Working on each issue helps 

members of our congregation grow in our 

connection to God and in our faith. We 

hope these stories encourage you to con-

template, to  listen, to learn, and to be 

drawn closer to God as well. 

 

 

Our theme for 2020 centers on stories of 

promise and fulfillment, with each issue also 

connecting with an element of nature. 

WINTER—EARTH 

SPRING—WIND  

SUMMER—WATER  

FALL—FIRE (this issue) 

The scripture passages attached to the fall 

issue are as follows: 

• Exodus 3:1-17: Moses encounters the 
burning bush  

• Matthew 3:1-12: John the Baptist de-
clares that the one who comes after him 
will baptize with fire and the Holy Spirit 

 

PHOTO CREDIT: Guido Jansen for UNSPLASH 
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There is no place like home. 

It is common to say that someone thrown into a difficult 

situation is being baptized by fire. Such has been my life 

living with innate depression. Some of the congregation 

may remember me as a shy and bashful teen and I remem-

ber one comment about me, “still waters run deep.” My 

waters were very still and very deep!   

Self doubt and over-self-examination was what made my 

waters still and were the start of my very painful journey 

into adulthood. I had mistakenly taken the view that, like 

Job, God was putting me to the test or, like Luther, that 

no matter what I did I could not be right with God.  

Failed marriages, abusive relationships, a bipolar child, 

death of a parent and death of a loved one … these were 

things that just plummeted me to the lowest depths of 

despair.  

I had lost my connection to faith and on too many occa-

sions felt it necessary to temporarily mask the emotional 

pain by inducing physical pain and, several times, trying to 

give up on life itself. Love from family, friends, and neigh-

bors kept me here.  

I started the climb out of my pit of despair and one day, not too long ago, realized and ac-

cepted that fighting depression did nothing but waste energy which added to the downward 

spiral. Acceptance that innate depression is part of my ‘self’ allows me to see it with objectivi-

ty rather than an overwhelming struggle.  

After developing a relationship with someone who finally accepted me for who I am (and 

who is faithful and persistent), I was convinced to rejoin a congregation family. These im-

portant events brought me back from the abysmal depths of despair. Even though I did not 

agree with that congregations' theology (you just can't take the Lutheran out of me), it chal-

lenged me to examine my own beliefs and brought me back to searching for a congregation 

to call home.  

PHOTO CREDIT: Neal Warfield 

THERE’S NO  
                                by Neal Warfield 
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TAPOLOGY, where we gather to talk 

about issues and theology that 

matters, has temporarily moved 

online. Visit our Facebook page for the 

latest information. 

 Facebook.com/TapologyCarlisle  

 
 

 
 

Tapology was founded in 2017 by two local 
churches: St. Paul Lutheran Church in Carlisle 
and St. Stephen Lutheran Church in New Kings-
town. Since then, more and more people have 
joined to enjoy food, alcoholic and nonalcohol-
ic beverages, friendship, and fellowship. Each 
month, we discuss a different topic related to 
faith. We invite the questioners, the doubters, 
the believers, and all people from all walks of 
life, denominations, and faith traditions to join 
for this monthly event. Find details about up-
coming events and more at:  

Facebook.com/TapologyCarlisle  

Remembering my father's sermon on the windows of St. Stephen 

(specifically the window with Jesus' arms open as if to receive us, saying 

Come to me, put your yoke upon my neck for my burden is light) made me realize 

it was time to come back to my St Stephen family.  

Even though the congregation has changed with lots of new people and 

a new pastor, it still feels like home. Like the saying Home is where the heart 

is, so too is St Stephen because in all the years of being away and all the 

struggles that have defined who I am, my heart never left the congrega-

tional home in which I grew up.   

It feels good to be home.  

 

Neal Warfield grew up as a member of St. Stephen but now lives outside the area. 

When worship services moved online during the pandemic, Neal began attending 

again. Late this summer, Neal formally rejoined the congregation as a member 

(fittingly, via an online service). 

PLACE LIKE 

HOME  



 

A N A S T A S I S   |   F A L L  2 0 2 0  … . .  P a g e  1 0  

According to Merriam-Webster, the word fire, when used as 

a noun, has a myriad of definitions, several of which are: 

• The phenomenon of combustion manifested in 

 light, flame, and heat;  

• Burning passion, i.e., ardor; 

• Liveliness of imagination, i.e., inspiration; 

• A destructive burning.  

                         https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/fire, 14 Sep 2020 

Admittedly, even with these limited definitions in mind, un-

bridled or misdirected fire can cause catastrophic havoc, de-

stroy families, homes, businesses and the environment, kill 

people, livestock and wild animals, and wipe out the econo-

my of a region for generations if not forever.  

On the other hand, controlled fire, like the fire of the hearth, 

wholesome “fire in the belly,” and even intentional and con-

trolled fire in the wild forest understory, can bring warmth, a 

sense of direction, and renewal. The source of our own fires 

and our discernment in their management (or lack thereof) 

impact their outcomes.  

A search of the word fire in the New International Version of 

the Bible generates 364 references. Some of the contextual 

stories report positive outcomes, some report negative out-

comes. Most fires start out small. Small fires become cata-

lysts for larger fires; controlling that catalyst often deter-

mines whether the final result is positive or disastrous.     

I learned about controlling the physical fires for which I was 

responsible early in life. Some of my fondest memories of 

times with my father were those hours and hours consumed 

by adventures in the woods. With him I saw snippets of the 

effects of forest fires and from him I learned that fire in the 

outdoors was something that could easily get out of control, 

could easily destroy the beauty of the forest. Yes, I learned 

that fire was not something to play with. 

I gained even more knowledge about fire during my years in 

Scouting. From talks in the Scout Hall, readings in the Scout 

Handbook, and demonstrations from older Scouts in the 

wild, I learned that satisfying specific needs in the outdoors 

require different types of fires. Cooking fires do not look like 

friendly campfires which in turn do not look like signal fires.  

Even cooking fires may vary depending on the type of cook-

ing planned.  

Above all, though, I furthered my appreciation for fire safe-

ty. Fire area preparation, respect for the forest understory, 

selecting firewood not prone to excessive sparking, and com-

pletely extinguishing fires all became part of my knowledge 

base. 

All this led to a great appreciation for 

the satisfaction that a fire well-

controlled through conscious, responsi-

ble action can provide. I find that quiet 

reflection around a warm fire on a cold 

winter camping night continues to be 

one of the most peaceful activities in 

which to engage.  

Unlike physical fires, the fires of pas-

sion and inspiration are instead con-

cepts, but we can feel their "heat" nev-

ertheless.  Like physical fires, the fires 

of passion and inspiration need our 

conscious consideration if we are to 

harness them and use them to their full-

est as tools to benefit ourselves and 

others.  

TO BUILD A F IRE  
 by Greg Johns 

PHOTO CREDIT: (below) Nate Bacom; (right) Courtnie Tosana for UNSPLASH 
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Just as we need to learn about the responsible use of physical 

fires, so too we need to learn about controlling our fires of 

passion and inspiration and similar learning methods apply. 

We can study; books on psychology abound and the Bible 

provides many stories of the good, the bad, and the ugly of 

the fires of passion. We can learn from discussions with oth-

ers; we can seek out others in Sunday Church School and 

beyond with whom we can reflectively converse about that 

which drives us. We can pray, trusting that God will provide 

guidance. Finally, we can practice; by looking at service to 

others as opportunities to express thanks rather than sacri-

fice, we can fan the flames of righteous passion and make 

them yet hotter.   

Like any other God-given gift, that tool we call motivation 

can go unused, be misused, or be overused absent deliberate 

action to learn and behave accordingly. On the other hand, 

the cycle of learn-discern-practice-repeat can help us to ac-

complish the mission He has given us -- no matter what that 

mission might be.    †  

 

Currently ON HOLD due to pandemic safety precautions  

S T  S T E P H E N  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

30 WEST MAIN ST., NEW KINGSTOWN, PA 17072 

Upcoming dates: TBD 

 

*** While we are unable right now to host these delightful 

monthly meals, our congregation remains committed to 

helping the hungry. If you are in need, contact the church 

office at 717-766-2168. 
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The image of Paradise is wide-ranging depending upon 

a person’s background and belief system. Some think 

of it as the Garden of Eden or Heaven. It is often en-

visioned as a place of peace where angels dwell. The 

Islamic faith describes it as containing aromatic plants, 

a flowing river, ripe fruit, and radiant joy. The Jewish 

faith sees it as a lush garden where righteous souls 

dance with God. On the opposite end of the spec-

trum, many people visualize hell as being plagued by 

eternal fire, where sinners go without hope of escape.  

Mark Twain jokingly straddled the subject and suggest-

ed going to “heaven for the climate, hell for the com-

pany.” 

In 1864, William Pierce Leonard had similar thoughts 

of tranquility after crossing the hot, dusty Sacramento 

Valley in CA and ending up in a peaceful, pleas-

ant place that he named Paradise. He is said to 

have found a refreshing oasis with cool, clear air 

nestled in the Sierra Nevada foothills with lovely 

shady trees in a Mediterranean climate.   

Like its namesake, Paradise borders the Feather 

River, is known for producing apples, pears, 

peaches, and kiwi, and seems to have an idyllic 

existence. For the outdoorsy folks there is fishing 

for steelheads and salmon; and hunters can go in 

quest of deer, quail, and turkey. Nature lovers 

can enjoy hiking in the Butte Canyon or the myri-

ad parks in the county. Foodies can take ad-

vantage of the annual chocolate fest and visit the 

home of the Sierra Nevada Brewing Company. For 

those interested in the arts there is a symphony and a 

performing arts center. History buffs can visit the 

Gold Nugget Museum and the National Yo-Yo Muse-

um. Sports enthusiasts can enjoy a speedway for BMX 

racing, golf resort, and baseball stadium; or they can 

participate in the annual Wildflower Bike Race in near-

by Chico. This weekend-long festival centers around 

biking up and over scenic mountains and through col-

orful fields of wildflowers. Those interested in further-

ing their education can check out the three colleges 

within an eleven-mile radius. There are plenty of rea-

sons why the 26,218 residents there consider it Para-

dise. 

Then in 2018 wildfires turned Paradise into a hellish 

PARADISE  

IN  

FLAMES 

IMAGE CREDIT: Alfred Kenneally for UNSPLASH  

by Sally John 
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wasteland. Flames sparked by a faulty 

Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) power 

line quickly spread out of control due to 

the drought-like conditions brought on 

by climate change. 95% of the structures 

in Paradise and a neighboring town were 

burned to the ground, and 86 people lost 

their lives. This became known as the 

Camp Fire, as it started on Camp Creek 

Road. The pictures of the aftermath are 

truly apocalyptic – images that even Dan-

te would find hard to comprehend. 

Since then PG&E went bankrupt and pled 

guilty to 84 counts of involuntary manslaughter. The town 

has struggled to clean up and rebuild in the two years since 

the fire. Many of the people who were displaced are still liv-

ing in tents and RVs. It has been devastating, but the town’s 

Chamber of Commerce website voices a resolute spirit of 

endurance and hope. 

As I write this article in Sept. 2020, the worst wildfire season 

in history is just beginning and has already seen nearly 3.8 

million acres in California go up in flames. And the town of 

Paradise is again being threatened. Many other western states 

are experiencing similar conditions. In a New York Times 

article on Sept. 10, Phillip B. Duffy, a climate scientist who is 

president of the Woodwell Climate Research Center says, 

“People are always asking, ‘Is this the new normal?’ I always 

say no. It’s going to get worse.” 

Even California residents who aren’t directly threatened by 

fires are dealing with their effects. The dangerous smoke and 

excessive heat can cause long-term health problems, especial-

ly for those with lung conditions. The once cool, clear air 

that so impressed William Leonard is now the most hazard-

ous in the world, according to an NBC report. Dangerous 

chemicals from the fires are leaching into the water supply. 

Insurance companies are reconsidering insuring people who 

live in areas that are in high risk of fires, causing policy rates 

to skyrocket and housing values to plummet.   

Yes, the western states are on fire, but that doesn’t really af-

fect us in the rest of the country, right? But what about the 

violent storms in the south and along the coast and the flash 

flooding that happens more and more frequently right here 

in Pennsylvania? These extreme weather conditions are all 

being fueled by the changing climate. So how do we become 

better stewards of God’s creation that He left in our care? 

How can we prevent our earthly “Paradise” from going up in 

flames – again? 

Here are some suggestions to consider: 

1) Make your voice count. Elect officials who are making 

wise decisions regarding laws that reduce carbon emissions, 

protect public lands, and stop offshore drilling. According to 

the Carbon Disclosure Project over 70% of global carbon 

emissions are caused by just 100 corporations, so the biggest 

impact will be evidenced through legislation in this arena.  

This is a worldwide problem, and the United States needs to 

be part of the conversation to find solutions.   

2) Seek out renewable energy companies that utilize 

wind and solar power. Make home improvements to seal 

up drafts and use proper insulation. Install solar panels, 

which are much more cost effective than they once were. 

3) Choose Energy Star rated appliances (refrigerators, 

washing machines, etc.) 

4) Get low-flow shower heads. Reduce your water heater 

temperature to 120 degrees. 

5) Be ride-smart. Buy hybrid or all-electric cars. Keep your 

car tires properly inflated and get regular tune-ups. Carpool, 

ride-share, or bike.   

 This leaf turned to ash in a forest fire then drifted on the wind, with other ashy debris, to land twelve miles away in Davis, CA. 
PHOTO CREDIT: Christian John. 

.  .  .  C o n t i n u e d  n e x t  p a g e  .  .  .  
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6) Buy food in 

bulk using refilla-

ble containers; 

shop with reusable 

bags rather than 

plastic.   

7) Eat less beef 

and dairy prod-

ucts. They contrib-

ute huge amounts of 

damaging methane 

into the atmosphere.   

8) Avoid bottled 

water. Huge 

amounts of fossil 

fuel are required to 

package and transport bottled water.  The majority of 

these bottles end up in landfills or make their way to 

the ocean, potentially killing thousands of marine ani-

mals each year.  Companies that sell bottled water ex-

tract it from many drought-affected areas of the coun-

try depleting the local water supply that is desperately 

needed.                                                                 

9) Plant trees. They absorb carbon dioxide and pre-

vent land erosion. Deciduous trees shade your house in 

the summer, but allow sunlight through during colder 

months, aiding in energy efficiency. Even if you don’t 

own land you can “sponsor” trees through organiza-

tions like the National Forest Foundation or the Arbor 

Day Foundation. 

10) Volunteer at or donate to eco-conscious organ-

izations. The Sierra Club has been a strong advocate for 

the environment since 1892. The Environmental Defense 

Fund works with both scientists and policy experts to 

implement solutions. Lutheran World Relief teaches envi-

ronmentally sustainable farming practices to poorer 

communities and lobbies to protect natural resources. 

The list of worthwhile beneficiaries is endless. 

The forecast is scary but perhaps each of us can take 

part in making it less so.   † 

 

Tell us about YOU. 
This year, St. Stephen Lutheran Church has been looking closely at the needs 
of the local community to see how and where we can be of greater service. 
We are talking to area businesses, organizations, and neighbors (though the 
pandemic has slowed us down a little).  

If you’d like to share your thoughts and ideas with us, please contact the 
church office at 717-766-2168. 

.  .  .  C o n t i n u e d  f r om  p a ge  1 3  .  .  .  

PHOTO CREDIT: Sally John. 

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/23/enormous-amount-of-plastic-will-fill-oceans-and-land-by-2040-report.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/23/enormous-amount-of-plastic-will-fill-oceans-and-land-by-2040-report.html
https://www.augsburg.edu/green/2018/01/17/environmental-impacts-of-bottled-water/
https://www.augsburg.edu/green/2018/01/17/environmental-impacts-of-bottled-water/
https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2014/08/bottled-water-california-drought/#http://
https://moneyminder.com/blog/top-environmental-non-profits/
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PHOTO CREDIT: Marien Parsons. 

I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who 

is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire … 

    — John the Baptist in Matthew 3:11 
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A time to lift up all candidates, the nation, and all people in prayer  

PRE-ELECT ION  

PRAYER SERVICE  
Monday, November 2, 2020 at 7:00PM  

ST STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 30 WEST MAIN ST, NEW KINGSTOWN, PA 17072  

 

If attending in person, please wear a mask and be prepared to social distance.  

 

To join this service online, sign in to Zoom and enter the following:  

Meeting ID: 828 0499 5843 … Passcode: 748260  

— or — 

Visit facebook.com/StStephenLC.org  

and click on the Zoom link within the event page  

PHOTO CREDIT: Patrick Fore for UNSPLASH.  
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E P H E S I A N S  2 : 1 4  
   

For Christ is our peace; in his flesh, 

he has made both groups into one 

and has broken down the dividing 

wall, that is, the hostility between us.  

 

— Scripture passage that Rev. Dr. Angela Zimman recom-

mended we “lean into” during this election season to hold 

fast to our Christian focus. This advice was offered during 

her October 13 presentation Bridging the Red & Blue: Living 

Together in Faith, Hope, & Love. 

 

LO T S  AVA I L A B L E  F O R  P U R C H A S E  
Contact custodian Guy Eckert at 717-795-9107   

 
Interested in serving on the cemetery board? Contact St. Stephen Lutheran Church at 717-766-2168.  

St Stephen is affiliated with this historical local cemetery, est. in 1771.  
(Longsdorf was the original name of our church prior to 1844.) 

Longsdorf  Cemeter y  
201 N. Locust Point Rd, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 

PHOTO CREDITS: Tom Burson 

PHOTO CREDITS: BBC 

Creative for UNSPLASH. 
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God Shows Up 

It was a typical Saturday in September when I saw God show 

up at the Boy Scout's annual chicken BBQ event, held in the 

parking lot of St. Stephen. 

As I drove through the parking lot, the weight of six months 

of the pandemic began to slowly fall away.  I saw God on the 

faces of the Boy Scouts and parents who were enjoying a day 

of community and service. Such a welcome site after so many 

months of isolation! 

I saw God drive through with the people coming and going 

to pick up their chicken dinners. They were full of love as 

they did their part to support the Boy Scouts, who, I imagine, 

were extended family and friends. 

I saw God with the Boy Scouts as they generously donated 

sixteen meals to St. Stephen to distribute to church and com-

munity members. 

I saw God distribute sixteen meals to people in various cir-

cumstances.  I saw that He fed them in body, mind, and spir-

it. 

In all of this, I was reminded that God shows up not only in 

the hard times, not only in the best of times, but in the sim-

ple gatherings of community and a humble chicken dinner. 

—-Crystal Houser  

 

A Timely Call 

As part of the ongoing renewal (R3) process in which our 

congregation is engaging, members are reaching out to com-

munity businesses and organizations to learn their perspec-

tives of the strengths, needs, and opportunities in the area. 

One of my calls was to Ahmadiyya Muslim Community on 

Wertzville Road. I was excited to talk to someone there and 

learn more about this religious organization. The afternoon I 

called, I spoke with the leader of the women’s auxiliary. She’s 

lived in the area for forty years and had many positive things 

to share. She was curious about St Stephen and loved hearing 

about our ministries to those in need. Her openness, joy, and 

authenticity were contagious. 

There was one moment in our conversation that struck us 

both. When I asked what we could do to help her work, she 

paused and then said that she had just prayed for ideas on 

how to get the word out about an important event. She had-

n't known where to start and then I called. As one of St Ste-

phen’s Facebook administrators, I was able to help by post-

ing a link there. She countered by saying that she would love 

to support our truckstop ministry in the future.  

We both left the call reminded that God has perfect timing. 

—-Stacy Schroeder  

 

Feeding of the Thousands 

After watching “Left Out In America,” a YouTube series 

that Pastor Matthew mentioned in a recent Facebook post, I 

felt called to do a meal for the community at general and for 

Community CARES, a Carlisle homeless shelter, in particu-

lar. I have always known that the peace and joy I experience 

while cooking, along with my inspirations and creativity, 

must be a divine gift. But I did not imagine the privilege of 

using this gift to feed those in need would fall upon a sinner 

like me. 

Though challenging, the “Feeding of The Thousands” event 

successfully took place with the help of my St Stephen fami-

ly. In spite of the Coronavirus pandemic, God, through our 

A recent gathering of the truckstop ministry, providing meals, fellowship, and worship to local people 

who are currently facing homelessness. 

GLIMPSES  OF GOD 
Peeks of God at work in our congregation and community  
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hands, supplied food and fellowship to more than thirty peo-

ple at Biddle Mission Park in Carlisle, PA on August 27, 

2020. The feeding started promptly after Pastor Matthew 

blessed the meal and the attending crowd. At the end, there 

were plenty of meals as well as professional catering supplies 

left over, just like the bountiful Lord’s biblical accounts of 

the feeding of the multitude. The leftovers were so plentiful 

that donations went to three destinations: Bethesda Mission 

in Harrisburg, Community CARES in Carlisle, and St Ste-

phen Fellowship. This is a testimony that the Lord Jesus 

Christ and the Helper He sent are still among and within us. 

By helping feed the hungry and the poor we have all an-

swered the discipleship call to boldly proclaim the Good 

News to the World. I pray and hope that this event plants the 

seeds of hope into the hearts of the “thousands” fed and, 

subsequently, creates a ripple of hope and promise.  Finally, 

this reminds me that in humility and with divine guidance, 

everything is possible with God. 

With gratitude to: Ms. Jennifer and JDK Catering in Camp Hill, my 

former employer, for the professional catering equipment. 

—- S. Prudence Hessou 

 

God’s Work. Our Hands 

“God’s Work. Our Hands” Sunday is an annual event each Sep-

tember for ELCA congregations to “to celebrate who we are 

as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one 

church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor.” This 

year, St. Stephen members were asked to reconnect with 

those in our congregation who may be feeling isolated. Peo-

ple delivered cookies, made phone calls, and sent cards.     

—- Assorted contributors  

 

Got something to share? We encourage you to submit 

your own God glimpses to magazine@StStephenLC.org.  

Participants in the Feeding of the Thousands event at Biddle Park 

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday photos by assorted photographers 
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Each year on October 4, we recognize St Francis of 

Assisi (1181-1226), a faithful and accomplished Italian 

friar and church leader who is known as the patron 

saint of animals and nature. Given the tense climate 

with the election, pandemic, and many social justice 

issues, this seems a perfect time to revisit a widely 

known Christian prayer for peace that is often at-

tributed to him.  

As we navigate the fires of these times, let us remem-

ber these words of unity. 

 

Lord, make us an instrument of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let us sow love 

Where there is injury, pardon 

Where there is doubt, faith 

Where there is despair, hope 

Where there is darkness, light 

And where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, grant that we may 

Not so much seek to be consoled as to console 

To be understood, as to understand 

To be loved, as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

And it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life. 

   

AMEN. 

A SIMPLE PRAYER FOR 
PEACE 

Also known as The Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 

PHOTO CREDIT: Stacy Schroeder. 



 

A N A S T A S I S   |   F A L L  2 0 2 0  … . .  P a g e  2 1  

Martin Luther is quoted as saying, “Next to the Word of 

God, the noble art of music is the greatest treasure in the 

world.” And why shouldn’t Luther think this? The Protestant 

Reformation he led gave reformers a reason to sing. The 

news that God declares us fully righteous by faith alone…that 

is news that is too good not to sing. The Good News that 

God gives us deserves to be sung! And of course, we all know 

one of Luther’s most famous hymns, the battle hymn of the 

Reformation: A Mighty Fortress is Our God. But while you may 

be familiar with this powerful hymn, how often do you really 

think about the words?  

For me, as an organist, it is hard to hear the words when I am 

focused on playing the music. I am blessed with an or-

gan teacher who is teaching me to focus on the words so 

I can better play the music. For example, today at my 

lesson, he had me add a trumpet and oboe stop (also 

known as reed stops) to the organ when I play the lines 

‘The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe!’ My teacher said 

“The Devil is in the reeds!” 

Let’s take a moment to look at more of the message in 

A Mighty Fortress is Our God, a hymn which embodies 

with strength the very spirit of the Reformation. The 

first part of verse 1 tells us that God not only protects us 

but also leads us forward into salvation.  

A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious, 

he breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod and wins salvation glori-

ous. 

The second half of verse 1, however, takes a darker turn. 

The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe! With craft and 

dreadful might he arms himself to fight. On earth he has no 

equal.   

Wow, that is intense. I don’t know about you but I don’t 

like hearing that the devil has no equal here on earth. 

Thankfully, in verse 2, we hear some good news: 

But now a champion comes to fight, whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he! Christ 

Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s only Son, adores.  He holds the 

field victorious. 

And the hymn closes with ‘The kingdom’s ours forever!’ What 

amazing news that is! Even when Satan arms himself to fight, 

we are reminded that God’s kingdom remains forever for us.  

When we play this powerful hymn on Reformation Sunday, 

be sure to really listen to the words and be reminded that this 

news is too good not to sing!   † 

 

MONDAYS @ 10 :00AM 

Hymn Ref lect ions   . . .   

A MIGHTY FORTRESS  
IS OUR GOD 

Text and music by Martin Luther, c. 1529 

by Abby Best  

Follow us on Facebook 

@ 

Facebook.com/StStephenLC.org 

PHOTO CREDIT: Grant Durr for UNSPLASH. 
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CLOSING PRAYER 
Please pray with me.   

God of transformation, open our hearts to your transforming fire of love.  

Fire can be destructive – burning things down. Burn away our selfishness and hard hearts. Burn 

away our desire to scapegoat and dehumanize those that are different from us. Burn away all 

things that separate us from seeing the image of God in others.  

Fire can also purify. Let your Spirit take up residence in us and abide in us. Burn your ways and 

very being into our lives, our hearts, our minds, and our wills. Burn into the ways of peace, for-

giveness, grace, mercy, and love.  

Let these things be burned into us that we may be a light in the dark world.    

AMEN.  

PHOTO CREDIT: Stacy Schroeder  
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A FEW WAYS TO RECEIVE  & RESPOND 

You can hold our ministries and those who work in these ministries in prayer. In need of 

prayer yourself? We pray at every gathering and also have an electronic prayer list that 

goes out regularly with specific requests. If you would like people to pray for you,  please 

call the church office or send a message to prayer@StStephenLC.org.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You are invited to worship and engage in the life of ministry. Our worship services and 

other gatherings are listed on the back page of this newsletter. There are many opportuni-

ties to learn and participate as well as to volunteer your time and skills. For more info, 

contact Pastor Matthew at 717-766-2168 or pastor@StStephenLC.org. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You may also contribute financially in any of the following ways (all tax-deductible): 

• Cash or check  

• Go to StStephenLC.org and use the Donate button at the bottom of the page  

• Text the dollar amount to 717-685-6947  

• Go to the URL https://engage.suran.com/sslc/s/login  

 

ST STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

30 West Main St, New Kingstown, PA 17072  

717-766-2168 

office@StStephenLC.org 

StStephenLC.org 
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YOU ARE INVITED TO W ORSHIP  
Onsite* & Online 
(* pre-registration required due to limited numbers)  

We are excited to add new audio-visual equipment to our 
sanctuary which will enhance our worship services. Instal-
lation was still underway as this issue went to press and 
may affect service times. Please visit StStephenLC.org or call 
717-766-2168 for the latest details.   
 

WE ARE  HERE  TO HELP  
If you are hungry or in need, please contact our church of-
fice at 717-766-2168. We have meals, gift cards, personal 
hygiene kits, and more to share.  
  
 

 

 

For more information, contact:  

ST  STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
30 West  Main St ,  New Kingstown, PA 17072  
717-766-2168 
off ice@StStephenLC.org  
StStephenLC.org 

ST STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
30 West Main St 
New Kingstown, PA 17072 

 

PHOTO CREDIT: Crystal Houser  


