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In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, 
the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love 
poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the 
vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings 
and know the power of his resurrection. 
 
Prelude “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” arranged by Mercy Bartlett 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 
creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another  
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ 
has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God proclaims:  Your sins are forgiven in the name of 

☩ Jesus Christ.  Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the 
world. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn “The Church’s One Foundation” Hymn#654 vs. 1,3,4 
 
1 The church's one foundation 
 is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
 she is his new creation 
 by water and the word. 
 From heav'n he came and sought her 
 to be his holy bride; 
 with his own blood he bought her, 
 and for her life he died. 
 
3 Though with a scornful wonder 
 this world sees her oppressed, 
 by schisms rent asunder, 
 by heresies distressed, 
 yet saints their watch are keeping; 
 their cry goes up: "How long?" 
 And soon the night of weeping 
 shall be the morn of song. 
 
4 Through toil and tribulation 
 and tumult of her war, 
 she waits the consummation 
 of peace forevermore; 
 till with the vision glorious 
 her longing eyes are blest, 
 and the great church victorious 
 shall be the church at rest. 
 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900 
 
*Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 



 

OL 3 

*Kyrie 

Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.   
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to 
know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
The First Lesson  Isaiah 5:1-7 
 
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. 
In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard 
that is Israel has brought forth “wild grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice 
and righteousness were expected. 
 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah, the 5th chapter. 
 
 1Let me sing for my beloved 
  my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
 My beloved had a vineyard 
  on a very fertile hill. 
 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
  and planted it with choice vines; 
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
 he expected it to yield grapes, 
  but it yielded wild grapes. 
 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
  and people of Judah, 
 judge between me 
  and my vineyard. 
 4What more was there to do for my vineyard 
  that I have not done in it? 
 When I expected it to yield grapes, 
  why did it yield wild grapes? 
 5And now I will tell you 
  what I will do to my vineyard. 
 I will remove its hedge, 
  and it shall be devoured; 
 I will break down its wall, 
  and it shall be trampled down. 
 6

I will make it a waste; 
  it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
 I will also command the clouds 
  that they rain no rain upon it. 
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 7For the vineyard of the L��  of hosts 
  is the house of Israel, 
 and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; 
 he expected justice, 
  but saw bloodshed; 
 righteousness, 
  but heard a cry! 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm  Psalm 80:7-15  
 
 7

Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 8

You have brought a vine | out of Egypt; 
  you cast out the nations and | planted it. 
 9

You cleared the | ground for it; 
  it took root and | filled the land. 
 10The mountains were covered | by its shadow 
  and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs.  
 11You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea 
  and its branches | to the river. 
 12Why have you broken | down its wall, 
  so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes? 
 13The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it, 
  and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it. 
 14Turn now, O | God of hosts, 
  look | down from heaven; 
 15

behold and | tend this vine; 
  preserve what your right | hand has planted.  

 
The Second Lesson  Philippians 3:4b-14  
 
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in 
comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of 
Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ. 
 
A reading from Paul’s epistle to the Philippians, the 3rd chapter. 
 
[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised 
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 

6
as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 

under the law, blameless. 
  7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than 
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on 
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faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings 
by becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
  12

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I 
have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
*Gospel Acclamation   

*Gospel Reading  Matthew 21:33-46  
 
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans 
will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 
 
The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it 
to tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves 
to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 
another, and stoned another. 36

Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated 
them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 
38

But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill 
him and get his inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 
40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to 
him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants 
who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
  42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, 
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  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 
that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
  45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 
speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 
regarded him as a prophet. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  Pastor Matthew Best 
 
*Hymn of the Day “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace” W&P#95 
 
1 Make me a channel of your peace. 
 Where there is hatred, let me bring your love; 
 where there is injury, your pardon, Lord; 
 and where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 
 
2 Make me a channel of your peace. 
 Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope; 
 where there is darkness, only light; 
 and where there’s sadness, ever joy. 
 
3 O Master, grant that I may never seek 
 so much to be consoled as to console, 
 to be understood as to understand, 
 to be loved as to love with all my soul. 
 
4 Make me a channel of your peace. 
 It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
 in giving of ourselves that we receive, 
 and in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 
 
Text: Sebastian Temple © 1967 OCP Publications 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  Reprinted under 
One License #A735517 

 
*Apostles Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
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On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of the Church  
Congregational response after each petition: 
AM:  Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 
 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all 
of God’s creation.  
 
A brief Silence 
 
Loving God, We are thankful for the gift of your son Jesus Christ, the stone which the builders 
rejected, that became the cornerstone. Help us to stay focused on Jesus as the cornerstone of 
our lives. We pray for your Christian churches, missionaries, and all Christians across the world 
doing your work. Lord, in your mercy…  
hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, we pray for earth and all creation. Thank you for the transition of the fall 
season—its beauty and harvest bounty. Just as our Bible readings today referenced the 
vineyards, vines and grapes, help us to reevaluate our lives and whether we are being fruitful 
Christians. Help us always to be good stewards of the earth, to respect nature, and to minimize 
our effects on climate change through our daily lives and habits. Lord, in your mercy…  
hear our prayer. 
 
God of peace and justice, we pray for all those in positions of authority, near and far. Strengthen 
them in mind, body and spirit, to hold fast to good principles and not be tempted by greed or 
other works of the devil. We pray for our nation, all political leaders, and the upcoming 
presidential election. Be with us, guide us, and help to heal the divides within our communities. 
Strengthen us and use us as your instruments of peace. Lord, in your mercy…  
hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God, we remember and pray for all people affected by poverty, homelessness, sickness 
and oppression. We especially pray for healing of those affected by the coronavirus and cancer. 
Lord, in your mercy… 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of grace, open our eyes to those who need help—the sick, the hurting, the homeless and 
the marginalized. May we find new ways to reach out and help others especially during this 
pandemic. Guide our footsteps to do your work. Lord, in your mercy…  
hear our prayer. 
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God we pray for all the disciples of St. Stephen. Bless our congregation and all of its ministries. 
Continue to bless our congregation with opportunities to serve others. Lord, in your mercy… 
hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, we pray for all friends, family and community members who need to feel your 
presence. We pray for loved ones who are sick, hospitalized, or who recently died, including all 
those we now name aloud or in our hearts. (pause for Pastor Matthew to add names)  Lord, in 
your mercy…  
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.  
 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God.  We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result.  The offering is one way we show our love of 
God.   
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: 
 
Go to www.ststephenlc.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click donate.  

• Text your offering dollar amount to 717-259-2393. 

• Use the GivePlus app from your smart phone or device.  

• Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766-
2168, Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@ststephenlc.org to 
get set up.  

• Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take 
place.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  You have set before us these gifts of 
your good creation.  Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and 
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drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

you have brought us this far along the way. 
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 

but guided us into the path of love and light. 
In every age you sent prophets 

to make known your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
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our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 

to preach good news to the afflicted, 
to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

In the night in which he was handed over, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 

we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen 
Amen. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen 
Amen. 
 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, 

that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
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who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

The Body and Blood of our Lord broken and shed for you.  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 
the body and blood of Christ.  Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved 
vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same 
Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, 5 Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 
comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 
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St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church is a community of faith inspired and empowered by the Holy 

Spirit to proclaim boldly the Good News of God’s loving and saving presence in the world. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43258. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved  

*Sending Hymn “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation” Hymn#645 vs. 1-3 
 
1 Christ is made the sure foundation, 
 Christ, our head and cornerstone, 
 chosen of the Lord and precious, 
 binding all the church in one; 
 holy Zion's help forever 
 and our confidence alone. 
 
2 To this temple, where we call you, 
 come, O Lord of hosts, and stay; 
 come, with all your lovingkindness, 
 hear your people as they pray; 
 and your fullest benediction 
 shed within these walls today. 
 
3 Here bestow on all your servants 
 what they seek from you to gain; 
 what they gain from you, forever 
 with the blessed to retain; 
 and hereafter in your glory 
 evermore with you to reign. 
 
Text: Latin hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 
 
*Dismissal 
 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is 
good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude “New Faith, New Life” by Franklin Ritter 


