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In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before 
the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive 
seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in 
worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of 
reconciliation in the world. 
 
Prelude “Prelude in Classic Syyle” by Gordon Young 
  arr. By Dorothy Wells 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 
creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another  
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ 
has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God proclaims:  Your sins are forgiven in the name of 

☩ Jesus Christ.  Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the 
world. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” Hymn#834 vs 1-3 
 
1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
 almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 
 
2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
 nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
 thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
 thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 
3 To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 
 in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
 we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 
 and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
 
Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. 

 
*Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie 
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Canticle of Praise 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.   
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our 
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

The First Lesson  Genesis 50:15-21  
 
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done 
against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to 
do good and save many lives. 
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A reading from the book of Genesis, the 50th chapter. 
 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a 
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they 
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I 
beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now 
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when 
they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here 
as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even 
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a 
numerous people, as he is doing today. 21

So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your 
little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm  Psalm 103: 1-13  
 
 1Bless the L���, | O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 
 2Bless the L���, | O my soul, 
  and forget not | all God’s benefits— 
 3who forgives | all your sins 
  and heals all | your diseases; 
 4who redeems your life | from the grave 
  and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy;  
 5who satisfies your desires | with good things 
  so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s. 
 6O L���, you provide | vindication 
  and justice for all who | are oppressed. 
 7You made known your | ways to Moses 
  and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel. 
  8

L���, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;  
 9you will not al- | ways accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. 
 10You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to | our iniquities. 
 11For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you. 
 12As far as the east is | from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us. 
 13As a father has compassion | for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O L���. 
 
The Second Lesson  Romans 14: 1-12  
 
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand 
that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All 
Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us. 
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A reading from Paul’s epistle to the Romans, the 14th chapter. 
 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 
2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not 
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; 
for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is 
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make 
them stand. 
  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all 
be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the 
Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those 
who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the 
living. 
  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,  
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 
 
*Gospel Acclamation   

 
*Gospel Reading  Matthew 18:21-35  
 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests 
human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 
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A reading from the Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I 
tell you, seventy-seven times. 
  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him; 

25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell 
on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And 
out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and 
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30

But he refused; then he went 
and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 
taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all 
that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, 
as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would 
pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  Pastor Matthew Best 
 
*Hymn of the Day “Where Charity and Love Prevail” Hymn#359 vs. 1,4,5 
 
1 Where charity and love prevail, 
 there God is ever found; 
 brought here together by Christ's love, 
 by love we thus are bound. 
 
4 Let strife among us be unknown; 
 let all contentions cease. 
 Be God's the glory that we seek; 
 be his our only peace. 
 
5 Let us forgive each other's faults 
 as we our own confess, 
 that we may love each other well 
 in Christian gentleness. 
 
Text: Latin hymn, 9th. cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. 
Text © 1960 World Library Publications. 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under One License #A-735517 
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*Apostles Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of the Church  
Congregational response after each petition: 
Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 
 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; make it a 
place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation 
classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth .  Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion on 
your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to you to 
heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our hearts 
when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are oppressed. 
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Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all 
who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we are 
tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a community of 
mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have showed us 
faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that taught us to 
praise you.  Lord, in your mercy, 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God.  We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result.  The offering is one way we show our love of 
God.   
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: 
 
Go to www.ststephenlc.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click donate.  

• Text your offering dollar amount to 717-259-2393. 

• Use the GivePlus app from your smart phone or device.  

• Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766-
2168, Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@ststephenlc.org to 
get set up.  

• Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take 
place.  Thank you for your generosity. 
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*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  You have set before us these gifts of 
your good creation.  Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and 
drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

you have brought us this far along the way. 
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 

but guided us into the path of love and light. 
In every age you sent prophets 

to make known your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 

our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 

to preach good news to the afflicted, 
to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

In the night in which he was handed over, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 

we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen 
Amen. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen 
Amen. 
 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, 

that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and 
blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and 
more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved  

*Blessing 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 
comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn “O Christ, Our Hope” Hymn#604 vs. 1-4 
 
1 O Christ, our hope, our hearts' desire, 
 creation's mighty Lord, 
 redeemer of the fallen world, 
 by holy love outpoured, 
 by holy love outpoured: 
 
2 How vast your mercy to accept 
 the burden of our sin, 
 and bow your head in cruel death 
 to make us clean within, 
 to make us clean within. 
 
3 But now the bonds of death are burst, 
 the ransom has been paid; 
 you reign above at God's right hand, 
 in robes of light arrayed, 
 in robes of light arrayed. 
 
4 Oh, let your mighty love prevail 
 to purge us of our pride, 
 that we may stand before your throne 
 by mercy purified, 
 by mercy purified. 
 
Text: Latin hymn, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-1876, adapt. 

 
*Dismissal 
 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is 
good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude “Concertato” by Henry Purcell 
  arr. by Rick Parks 


