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In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will 
gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, 
who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold 
faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our 
gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice 
for those in need. 
 
Prelude “Thanks be to God” by Edvard Grieg 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness 
endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  Let us live now in 
hope.  For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn “All are Welcome” Hymn#641, vs 1,2,5 
 
1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
 

Refrain 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

 
2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,  

and words are strong and true, 
where all God's children dare to seek 
to dream God's reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God's grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  Refrain 

 
5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  Refrain 

 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Reprinted under One License #A-735517 

 
*Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*Kyrie 

Canticle of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.   
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as 
disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be 
known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

The First Lesson  Isaiah 56:1, 6-8  
 
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. 
Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, 
nationality, or any other category. 
 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah, chapter 56. 
 
1Thus says the L���: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
 for soon my salvation will come, 
  and my deliverance be revealed. 
 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the L���, 
  to minister to him, to love the name of the L���, 
  and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 
  and hold fast my covenant— 
 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar; 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
  for all peoples. 
 8Thus says the Lord G��, 
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
 I will gather others to them 
  besides those already gathered. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm  Psalm 67  
 
 1

May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
 2Let your way be known | upon earth, 
  your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
 3

Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
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 4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth.  
 5

Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
 6

The earth has brought | forth its increase; 
  God, our own | God, has blessed us. 
 7May God | give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe. 
 
The Second Lesson  Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  
 
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all 
have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 
 
A reading from Paul’s epistle to the Romans, chapter 11. 
 
[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not rejected his people 
whom he foreknew. 
  29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient to 
God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they have now been 
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For 
God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 
 
Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 
 
*Gospel Acclamation   

*Gospel Reading  Matthew 15:10 - 28  
 
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious 
observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a 
religious outsider approaches him for help. 
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A reading from the Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter. 
Glory to You o Lord. 
 
10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11it is not what goes 
into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12Then 
the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when 
they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not 
planted will be uprooted. 14

Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 
person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to 
us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever 
goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of 
the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil 
intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a 
person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”]  
  21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, 
Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 

23But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24He 
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt 
before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you 
as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  Pastor Matthew Best 
 
*Hymn of the Day “Healer of Our Every Ill” Hymn #612 vs. 1,3 
 
Refrain 
 Healer of our ev'ry ill, 
 light of each tomorrow, 
 give us peace beyond our fear, 
 and hope beyond our sorrow. 
 
1 You who know our fears and sadness, 
 grace us with your peace and gladness; 
 Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  Refrain 
 
3 Give us strength to love each other, 
 ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother; 
 Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain 
 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under One Licennse #A-735517 
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*Apostles Creed 
AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the 
Apostles Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of the Church  
Congregational response after each petition: 
Lord in Your mercy, C: Hear our prayer. 
 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all 
of God’s creation.  
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of all, be with the church and those who follow you. Make your face to shine upon us so 
that we can be living witnesses to your Way, sharing your light with the world. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.       
 
God of creation, you formed every part of this world, from each day’s sunrise to the ground it 
warms, from the air we breathe to the water we drink. You made us and you nourish us. Inspire 
us to return that gift by walking gently on this earth, by caring for your creation with the same 
love you show us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.       
 
God of mercy, you see us in all our failings. Stir in the leaders of each community the desire to 
rule with justice and equity. Guide people to see love in each other and to seek kindness and 
forgiveness in relationships, that your ways may be known on earth; Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer.       
 
God of grace, you gather the exiles. Your salvation is close at hand for the poor, the oppressed, 
the sick, the bereaved, and the lonely. Help us to be instruments in easing their struggles; Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer.       
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God of healing, guide those who suffer in mind, body, and spirit to your holy mountain. Remind 
them that you have not rejected them. Like the Canaanite woman, help them to have faith in 
your almighty power of your love. We especially pray for comfort and healing for Sue, Sydney’s 
family and friends, Kaylee’s family and friends, Megan, and Pastor Rochelle Lewis.  Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer.       
 
For this congregation, as we gather for worship and study and service, guide the words of our 
mouths and the meditations of our hearts. Help us to listen to you and to understand your 
teachings. Remove the distractions of ego and other weaknesses as we seek to follow your will. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.       
 
Here, other intercessions may be offered 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.  
 
*Peace 
P:  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
Offering 
 
The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its 
core, is a reverent love and devotion accorded to God.  We give because God loves us first, and 
we are called to love God and neighbor as a result.  The offering is one way we show our love of 
God.   
 
To assist you in this act of worship, there are several ways to make your offering: 
 
Go to www.ststephenlc.org and scroll to the bottom of the page, and click donate.  

• Text your offering dollar amount to 717-259-2393. 

• Use the GivePlus app from your smart phone or device.  

• Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting Kevin, our office manager, at 717-766-
2168, Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@ststephenlc.org to 
get set up.  

• Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is 
 30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 
 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to 
provide pastoral care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus 
encounters people and their lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take 
place.  Thank you for your generosity. 
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*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  God of goodness and growth, 
all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.  Water and word, wine and 
bread:  these are signs of your abundant grace.  Nourish us through these gifts, that we might 
proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
strength and our song. 
Amen 
 
Thanksgiving for the Word 
 
Salvation belongs to our God 
and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. 
Great and wonderful are your deeds, 
O God of the universe; 
just and true are your ways, 
O Ruler of all the nations. 
Who can fail to honor you, Lord, 
and sing the glory of your name? 
Salvation belongs to our God 
and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
and blessed is the one 
whose name is the Word of God. 
All praise and thanks to you, holy God! 
Salvation belongs to our God 
and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. 
 
Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into 
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O 
God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, 
water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word 
of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your 
Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, 
and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to 
all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 
comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn “Oh, for a thousand Tongues to Sing ” Hymn #886, vs.1,3,5 
 
1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
 my great Redeemer's praise, 
 the glories of my God and King, 
 the triumphs of his grace! 
 
3 The name of Jesus charms our fears 
 and bids our sorrows cease, 
 sings music in the sinner's ears, 
 brings life and health and peace. 
 
5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 
 O fallen human race! 
 Look and be saved through faith alone, 
 be justified by grace! 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
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*Dismissal 
 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is 
good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude “Minuet” by George F. Handel 
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St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church is a community of faith inspired and empowered by the Holy 

Spirit to proclaim boldly the Good News of God’s loving and saving presence in the world. 
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