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Remembering March 8th, 2020
Our Stewardship of Time
Sunday Worship
Sunday School

64
8+

Total

72+

Our Stewardship of Treasures
Traditional Giving
Electronic Giving
General
Benevolence
World Hunger
Total Tithes

$
$

1,471.00
659.00

Tithes
$ 1,475.50
$
65.00
$
51.00
$ 1,591.50

Other Designated Offerings
Bell Tower Repair
Social Ministry
Youth Director Support
Flying J Ministry
El Salvador
Youth Ministry

$
$
$
$
$
$

233.50
165.00
90.00
25.00
20.00
5.00

Total

$

538.50

Grand Total

$ 2,130.00

The Week Ahead

Prepare the Way

In this week’s gospel the
Samaritan woman asks Jesus
for water, an image of our
thirst for God. Jesus offers
living water, a sign of God’s
grace flowing from the waters
of baptism. The early church
used this gospel and those of
the next two Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during
the final days of preparation
before baptism at Easter. As we journey to the
resurrection feast, Christ comes among us in
word, bath, and meal—offering us the life-giving
water of God’s mercy and forgiveness.

Baptism is sometimes called
enlightenment. The gospel for
this Sunday is the story of the
man born blind healed by
Christ. “I was blind, now I
see,” declares the man. In
baptism God opens our eyes
to see the truth of who we are:
God’s beloved children. As
David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God
anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.

Sunday, March 15
9:00am
Worship
10:30am
Sunday Church School
Monday, March 16
6:00pm
Boy Scouts
6:30pm
Prayer-n-Stiches
Wednesday, March 11
6:00pm
Lenten Soup Supper
6:30pm
Lenten Worship
7:00pm
Choir Practice
Thursday, March 19
6:00pm
Home/Cyber School Grp Meeting
Friday, March 20
6:00pm
Junior Youth Group Sleepover
Saturday, March 21
5:00pm
Dinner With Friends
Stewardship Snippet
March 15, 2020 (3rd Sunday in Lent)
John 4:15 - The woman said to Jesus, “Sir, give
me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or
have to keep coming here to draw water.”
Jesus tells the Samaritan woman, “The water that
I will give will become in them a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life” (John 4:14b). Water-

Meditation and Readings for March 22
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Ephesians 5:8-14

Psalm 23
John 9:1-41

Sunday, March 22
9:00am
Worship
10:30am
Sunday Church School
ing your soul with Christ’s living water is good
stewardship indeed!
Call to Action
Easter season Bible and prayer challenge: Are
you interested in challenging yourself to intentional Bible reading and prayer? For the 7 weeks
between Easter to Pentecost, we will have the opportunity to do this…sign up for the challenge
either individually, or as a group. Pastor Matthew
will provide you with a video, scripture selection,
and guide for prayer and discussion each
week. Join us for our mid-week lent worship as
we prepare by learning how to read Scripture and
explore different ways of praying. There is a sign
-up sheet on the board at the entrance of the
fellowship hall, you can email Pr. Matthew at
pastor@ststephenlc.org, or call the office –
717-766-2168. Kevin will need your name,
email, phone number, and who you would like to
partner up with. If you want to participate, but
don’t have a partner, we can match you with
someone.
Interested in going to the Holy Land and walk-

Lord, in Your mercy….
St. Stephen Disciples.
ing in the footsteps of Jesus, Moses, and so many more? There will be a trip to Israel and Egypt in July
2021 for approximately 11 days. The cost will most likely be between $3500-4000. More details will
follow. Right now, Pr. Matthew needs to know who is interested in learning more about this
trip. Please let him know.
21st Annual Women’s Weekend Retreat – April 24-26, 2020
This year’s theme is entitled “Your Battles Belong to the Lord.” You will discover the nature and
strategies of the enemy, but also on the true character of God, who will always lead you to triumph. No
matter how difficult your challenges are. The location for this year’s Women’s Retreat is at Camp
Nawakwa, 1033 Nawakwa Road, Biglerville, PA 17307. Car Pooling and Financial Scholarships are
available. This retreat is open to all women so be sure to bring a friend! Registration and contact information is located on the Communications Bulletin Board in the Fellowship Hall. Registration deadline
has been extended to Sunday, March 15.
Camping Scholarship Donations
The Educational Ministry Committee and many members of our congregation want everyone in the St. Stephen family to have the opportunity to experience church camp, regardless of the family’s ability to pay. We believe that summer camp is a wonderful opportunity to live in Christian community, to experience God’s presence in the great outdoors and
to be renewed in their faith. Through the generosity of present members of our congregation, and endowed funds of those who have gone before us, we are able to offer scholarships to help
make camp a reality for all who are interested. To contribute to this fund, please note “camping scholarship fund” on your check or offering envelope. Questions? Contact Wayne or Beth Lengel, our new
"CampPersons."
Making St. Stephen a Safe Space for All!
State child protection laws require everyone who works with children (Nursery, Sunday School, VBS)
to attend one of our Safe Kids training classes and complete background check paperwork every 5
years. It's been 5 years since the changes to the law and now many of us need to update our clearances.
If you are currently an "authorized adult" and your renewal is due, you'll receive an email from Tom
Burson with links to update your clearances. Please do this within 2 weeks of receiving that email. The
church will be doing retraining of all the Authorized Adults who need their clearances renewed. It will
probably be a combination of online and in person training. The program is being developed and notices will be sent out when that training becomes available in the April-May timeframe.
Inter-generational Sunday School Event on Sunday, March 29th!
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend the inter-generational Sunday school event that will be
held on Sunday, March 29th. All are welcome to attend this event. As “Time” is the theme for Stewardship throughout this year, we will use our Bibles to learn about time and how we are called to use it.
There will be refreshments and all ages will find activities in which they can participate. Please use an
hour of your time to join your St Stephen family at this event!
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Pastor: Pastor Matthew Best
pastor@StStephenLC.org
www.pleasepraywith.me
www.laceduplutheran.com
@Laceduplutheran—Twitter
Parish Office Manager: Kevin Stafford
office@StStephenLC.org
Organist and Choir Director: Abby Best
organist@StStephenLC.org
Director of Youth and Family Ministries:
Jennifer Batcheler
youth@StStephenLC.org
Custodian: Michael Wogan

Contact Us:
717-766-2168
www.StStephenLC.org
P.O. Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072
Please visit and like our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/StStephenLC.org.
Here you’ll find up-to-minute information, upcoming
events and activities, and stories of encounters with
Jesus changing people’s lives.

