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Remembering February 9th 2020
Our Stewardship of Time
Sunday Worship
Sunday School

77
25+

Total

102+

Our Stewardship of Treasures
Traditional Giving
Electronic Giving
General
Benevolence
World Hunger
Total Tithes

$
$

2,131.50
592.00

Tithes
$ 1,253.60
$
90.00
$
22.00
$ 1,365.60

Other Designated Offerings
Flying J Ministry
Memorial—Bob Lamp
El Salvador
Dinner With Friends
Bell Tower Repair
Youth Director Support
Boy Scouts
Social Ministry
Youth Ministry

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

794.40
135.00
115.00
100.00
53.50
20.00
20.00
15.00
5.00

Total

$ 1,257.900

Grand Total

$ 2,623.50

The Week Ahead

Prepare the Way

In today’s reading
from Deuteronomy
we are called to
choose life by loving and obeying
God. Much of today’s gospel reading echoes portions of the Ten
Commandments. Jesus’ instructions to the crowd
reveal a pattern of behavior that honors both God
and the neighbor, resulting in life and health for
the whole community. We too are invited to embrace these commandments, not out of fear of retribution, but because God has promised that to do
so means life for us.

Today’s festival is a bridge
between the Advent-ChristmasEpiphany cycle that comes to a
close today and the Lent-Easter
cycle that begins in several days.
On a high mountain Jesus is
revealed as God’s beloved Son,
echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of
glory sustains us as Jesus faces his impending
death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash
Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey
from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the
alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This
word of joy will be omitted during the penitential
season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter.

Sunday, February 16
9:00am
Worship
10:30am
Sunday Church School
2:00pm
Winter retreat return
Monday, February 17
6:00pm
Boy Scouts
6:30pm
Prayers-n-Stiches
Tuesday, February 18
7:00pm
Communications Task Force
Wednesday, February 19
10:30am
Bible Study (Parlor)
7:00pm
Choir Practice
7:00pm
Bible Study (Wegman’s)
Thursday, February 20
6:00pm
Home/Cyber school Group
Stewardship Snippet
February 16, 2020
Matthew 5:23-24 –So when you are offering your
gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother
or sister has something against you, leave your
gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or siste
Stewarding and tending a heart of love may lead
us to difficult choices and actions. Jesus reminds
us to pay attention to love, reconciliation, and
mending relationships first; everything else will
follow.

Meditation and Readings for February 23
Exodus 24:12-18
2 Peter 1:16-21

Psalm 2
Matthew 17:1-9

Sunday, February 23
9:00am
Worship
10:30am
Sunday Church School
Call to Action
As part of ongoing support for the Lutheran
Theological Seminary Gettysburg, we are collecting items for their food pantry. The pantry includes food and personal items, toiletries, etc.
The seminary tries to stock healthy choices for the
seminarians, so snack type foods are a lower
priority. Any donations can be placed in the bin
marked for “Seminary” inside the doors off the
parking lot between the bench and the office. We
have received notices of appreciation in the past
for our contributions. Thank you for helping
with this great ministry. Any questions see Lynne
Immell.
Lost….One, gray wool cap. Parker Lee lost his favorite gray wool
cap. There is a lot of sentiment
attached to it. Please call Parker if
you find the missing head gear!
Thank you in advance!

Lord, in Your mercy….
John Montgomery...in hospital
Ken Weist...in hospital

Michael Wogan...in hospital
St. Stephen Disciples.

Save The Date! It’s Leap Year !
Paul and Stephen’s Sadie Hawkins Social
Saturday, February 29, 6:30 - 9:00 p.m.
Stock Hall, St. Paul Lutheran Church In Carlisle
St. Paul Lutheran Church has invited St. Stephen Lutheran Church to a fun filled evening
of combined fellowship. Senior Youth Groups and all adults are
invited to this social which includes Green Door from Carlisle
instructing Swing Dance.
There will also be social games, humor, snacks and fun food like
a typical 50’s Sadie Hawkins, but you can forget about the girl’s
date—no requirements there! Come as you are or dress like the 50’s.
Doors open at 6:15
6:30 – 7:00pm Open the Event with Prayer; Social Games to get to Know One Another
7:00 – 8:00pm Dance Lessons and Activities Led by Green Door Instructors
8:00 – 9:00pm Social Time, 50’s Music by request, and Freestyle Dance
We will arrange for a ride if you would like one.
A sign up sheet, along with a request for transportation, for this free event is on the communications
board in Fellowship Hall. Please sign up by February 24th!
The Educational Ministry Committee has
purchased Lenten devotional books again
this year. Wondrous Love highlights readings from Matthew (our gospel focus for
2020). Each day features a reading, a photo,
a quote to ponder, a reflection and a prayer.
This is a great way to incorporate a simple
Christian observance into your Lenten
journey. Pick up a copy in the Fellowship
Hall – one per family, please.
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the Gospels, the psalter, Paul’s letters and the liturgical
books into Slavonic, and composed a Slavonic liturgy,
highly irregular then.
Methodius continued mission work for 16 more years.
He was papal legate for all the Slavic peoples, consecrated a bishop and then given an ancient see (now in
the Czech Republic). When much of their former territory was removed from their jurisdiction, the Bavarian
bishops retaliated with a violent storm of accusation
against Methodius. As a result, Emperor Louis the German exiled Methodius for three years. Pope John VIII
Saints Cyril and Methodius
Because their father was an officer in a part of Greece secured his release.
inhabited by many Slavs, these two Greek brothers ultimately became missionaries, teachers, and patrons of Opposition continued after his death, and the work of
the brothers in Moravia was brought to an end and their
the Slavic peoples.
disciples scattered. But the expulsions had the benefiAfter a brilliant course of studies, Cyril (called Con- cial effect of spreading the spiritual, liturgical, and culstantine until he became a monk shortly before his tural work of the brothers to Bulgaria, Bohemia and
death) refused the governorship of a district such as his southern Poland. Patrons of Moravia, and specially
brother had accepted among the Slavic-speaking popu- venerated by Catholic Czechs, Slovaks, Croatians, Orlation. Cyril withdrew to a monastery where his brother thodox Serbians and Bulgarians, Cyril and Methodius
Methodius had become a monk after some years in a are eminently fitted to guard the long-desired unity of
East and West. In 1980, Pope John Paul II named them
governmental post.
additional co-patrons of Europe (with Benedict).
A decisive change in their lives occurred when the
Duke of Moravia asked the Eastern Emperor Michael Reflection
for political independence from German rule and eccle- Holiness means reacting to human life with God’s love:
siastical autonomy (having their own clergy and litur- human life as it is, crisscrossed with the political and
gy). Cyril and Methodius undertook the missionary the cultural, the beautiful and the ugly, the selfish and
the saintly. For Cyril and Methodius much of their daily
task.
cross had to do with the language of the liturgy. They
Cyril’s first work was to invent an alphabet, still used are not saints because they got the liturgy into Slavonic,
in some Eastern liturgies. His followers probably but because they did so with the courage and humility
formed the Cyrillic alphabet. Together they translated of Christ.
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Contact Us:
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Please visit and like our Facebook page:
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Here you’ll find up-to-minute information, upcoming
events and activities, and stories of encounters with
Jesus changing people’s lives.

