
 

 

Our Stewardship of TalentOur Stewardship of Talent  

  January 19, 2020 January 26, 2020 

Acolyte Madison Glasser Liana Grove 

Lector Greg John Kathy Burson 

Cantor Matt Schroeder Beth Lengel 

Assisting 
Minister 

Beth Lengel Crystal Houser 

Communion Daryl Gochenauer Laura Wills 

Ushers 

Dan Lebo* 
Laura Wills 
Bill Wills 

Wayne Lengel 

Dan Lebo* 
Laura Wills 
Bill Wills 

Wayne Lengel 

Greeters Grace Stoner Dan Lebo 

Altar Guild Ja’net Gochenauer Ja’net Gochenauer 

Counters Randy Neidig, Sr., Rose Hlavac Julie Grove, Crystal Houser 

Nursery Carol Clelland Tina, Jenna & Carly Gordon 

Our Stewardship of Time 
 
Sunday Worship  71 
Sunday School  24+ 
 
Total   95+ 

Our Stewardship of Treasures 
 

Traditional Giving $ 1,549.00 
Electronic Giving $ 326.00 
 

Tithes 
General $ 812.50 
Benevolence $ 88.00 
World Hunger $ 17.00 
Total Tithes $ 917.50 

Other Designated Offerings 
 

St. Stephen Boxes $ 804.00 
Bell Tower Repair $ 53.50 
Flying J Ministry $ 50.00 
Youth Director Support $ 20.00 
Social Ministry $ 15.00 
El Salvador $ 10.00 
Youth Ministry $ 5.00 
 
Total $ 957.50 
 
Grand Total $ 1,875.00 
 

Remembering   January 12Remembering   January 12thth, 2020, 2020 



 

Call to Action 
R3 update:  Today as part of our Into the Pews 
(R3 renewal) project, we will discuss Wows 
(good things God is already up to at St Stephen) 
as part of the sermon. Make sure to pick up a 
sheet and pen on your way into the sanctuary. For 
those who want to think ahead, here are next 
week's questions on needs: Other than more peo-
ple or more money, what does St Stephen need in 
order to be a more effective congregation? In or-
der to feel connected and cared for in this congre-
gation, what do you need from members of St 
Stephen? What can our congregation do to help 
you be a better follower of Jesus? 
 

The Flying J supply closet is getting pretty bare.  
We could use some  liquid laundry detergent and 
dryer sheets.  We appreciate any donations of 
these items during January (and beyond!!) 
 

A Flying J family is looking for a fireplace insert 
for a home they found to rent.  If anyone has one 
to donate or for very low cost, please talk with 
Lynne or Crystal. 

Jesus begins his public ministry 
by calling fishers to leave their 
nets and follow him. In Jesus the 
kingdom of God has come near. 
We who have walked in dark-
ness have seen a great light. We 
see this light most profoundly in the cross—as 
God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by 
sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we 
gather around the word, the font, and the holy 
table. We are then sent to share the good news 
that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s 
grace and mercy. 

 
Meditation and Readings for January 26 

 

 Isaiah 9:1-4  Psalm 27:1, 4-9  
1 Corinthians 1:10-18  Matthew 4:12-23  
 
Sunday, January 26 

9:00am  Worship 
10:30am Sunday Church School 

Today’s gospel opens with fur-
ther reflection on Jesus’ baptism. 
He is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world 
and the one anointed by the Spir-
it. In the liturgy we come and see 
Christ revealed among us in 

word and meal. We go forth to invite others to 
come and worship the Holy One and to receive 
the gifts of grace and peace made known among 
us. 
 

Sunday, January 19 
9:00am  Worship 
10:30am Sunday Church School 
 

Monday, January 20 
6:00pm  Boy Scouts 
6:30pm  Prayers n Stiches 
 

Tuesday, January 21 
7:00pm  Communications Task Force 
 

Wednesday, January 22 
10:30am Bible Study (Parlor) 
7:00pm  Choir Practice 
7:00pm  Bible Study (Wegman’s) 
 

Thursday, January 23 
6:00pm  Junior Youth Meeting 
 

Saturday, January 25 
10:00am R3 Vision Board Workshop 
1:00pm  Introduction to Bullet Journaling 
 

Stewardship Snippet 
January 19, 2020 
1 Corinthians 1:9 – God is faithful; by him you 

were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 
 

Just like those first disciples whom Jesus told to 

“Come and see,” you have been called into the 

Body of Christ, and God is working in your life 

even if you don’t realize it. Pay attention and 

steward God’s wonderful gifts carefully and fully. 

The Week Ahead Prepare the Way 



 

 34929/355 

St. Stephen Disciples. 

Lord, in Your mercy…. 

Soda tabs are back!  Social Ministry has found a new collection point and asks you to please begin 
saving your soda and all other can tabs again.  The tabs are donated to the Ronald McDonald House 
Charities.  A Ronald McDonald House provides a place for families to call home so they can stay close 
by their hospitalized child at little to no cost.  The Ronald McDonald collects soda tabs to generate 
about $6.000 annually to support their operations.  You can put your tabs in the box labelled “Tabs,” 
located over the coat rack. 
 

Great news!!  “At the beginning of December, I reported to you that we were facing an approximately 
$23,000 deficit for 2019 Mission Plan and we had just over $13,500 in reserve. We prayed about this 
troubling development. It has just been reported to me that an additional $14,265 were contributed to 
our finances after that news was shared. While we still fell a little short of our 2019 Mission Plan, the 
deficit was reduced to a point where our current reserve funds will be sufficient to bridge the gap! 
Many thanks to all those who answered the call and made addition contributions.  
 
From God comes all that we have, each second of life, our varied skills and talents and all our earnings. 
We are called by God to spread the Good News in the world. St. Stephen’s congregation is known for 
its outreach and generosity. Our ministries to the less fortunate, Dinner with Friends and the Flying J 
Ministry are the often recognized. We do so much more through our distribution of food and assistance 
from Social Ministry and internationally through the El Salvador Ministry. We nurture and support 
each other on a weekly basis in Sunday School and Worship. Our facilities support weddings and fu-
nerals, the Scouts, the 4H, our Synod’s R3 project and others who need larger spaces for gather-
ings.  All of these things, our ministries, our facilities plus our dedicated Pastor and staff are maintained 
through our gifts to the Mission Plan. As we move into the New Year and begin funding the 2020 Mis-
sion Plan, which we approved last Fall, please continue to pray about what each of us might do to fully 
support the many ministries to which God has called us!”   Mike Kulikauskas 
 

In his book Wishful Thinking, Frederick Buechner stated, “the place God calls you to is the place 
where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” 

 

Do you hear or feel a voice calling out to you to serve? Do you wonder if God has something 
more planned for your life? God uses His Word, people, and circumstances to mold or direct us each 
day. Remember Samuel’s call? Eli had to help Samuel discern and answer God’s call. Could you be 
like Samuel? Perhaps this announcement is the voice of Eli speaking to you about that your call.  God 
has a different plan for each of us; we all have various and different gifts. In order for God's plan to 
work, we all have to do what God is calling us to do. 

 

Do you enjoy interacting with people, are you a good listener, or do you feel moved compas-
sionately to share another’s burden ministry of presence? If you answered yes to any of these questions, 
then The Outposts, our new outreach prison ministry, could be a good match for your gifts. To learn 
more about this new ministry or if you wish to be part of the effort and help our brethren in prison, 
please contact S. Prudence Hessou at 717-347-9881 or at hessou@gmail.com. You can also contact 
Rev. Pastor Matthew Best at St. Stephen Lutheran Church, New Kingstown, PA (717-766-2168 or 
at mattbest@pa.net).     Shalom aleichem!" 
 



 

Pastor:  Pastor Matthew Best 
pastor@StStephenLC.org 
www.pleasepraywith.me  
www.laceduplutheran.com 
@Laceduplutheran—Twitter 
 

Parish Office Manager: Kevin Stafford 
office@StStephenLC.org 
 

Organist and Choir Director: Abby Best 
organist@StStephenLC.org 
 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries: 
Jennifer Batcheler 
youth@StStephenLC.org 
 

Custodian: Michael Wogan 

 
 
 

Contact Us:  
717-766-2168 

www.StStephenLC.org 
P.O. Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072 
Please visit and like our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephenLC.org.  
Here you’ll find up-to-minute information, upcoming 
events and activities, and stories of encounters with 

Jesus changing people’s lives.   

Vision Board and Bullet Journaling Workshops/January 25: St Stephen will host two Saturday 
workshops in Fellowship Hall on this day. You can attend one or both and are welcome to bring a 
packed lunch to eat in the hour break in between.  

·         10:00AM-Noon Vision Board Class: This workshop will help you discern a few key 
words or phrases that will help you focus on whatever is most important for you in 2020. You 
will then craft a vision board—a collection of words and images—to visually inspire you 
throughout the year. You are encouraged to begin listening for God’s guidance on this before 
we gather. While supplies will be provided, you are welcome to bring your own scissors, a few 
favorite photos, and even words or pictures cut out of magazines if you want a jumpstart on 
your work. There is no right or wrong way to create a vision board … it should be something 
that is meaningful for you. This class will be led by Stacy Schroeder. 
·         1:00-3:00PM Bullet Journaling Class: Writing in a journal appeals to many of us, but it’s 
hard to find the time to write or organize our thoughts. That’s why bullet journaling is the per-
fect solution! Bullets are ideas, thoughts, and tasks organized into lists. We will create several 
basic artistic layouts, adding personalization, to start your journal.  Bring a journal of your 
choice to class; additional supplies will be provided. This class will be led by Karen Hendricks 
of Hendricks Communications.  
 

RSVP with number attending to stacy.l.schroeder@gmail.com/717-574-3629 by Monday, Janu-
ary 20. This event is for adults and also appropriate for interested youth ages 10+ as long as accompa-
nied by an adult. Your RSVP helps us plan and also provides contact info should there be any weather-
related changes that day. 
 

The Middle School Sunday School Class is gearing up for the annual “Souper Sunday” canned soup 
collection drive for the New Hope Food Bank.  As in previous years, we will be competing with our 
neighbors at Trinity UMC for the most soup by weight, donated.  The contest runs through Super 
Bowl Sunday, February 2nd.  Let’s bring back the trophy! See Ja’net Gochenauer for more infor-
mation! 


