
 

 

Our Stewardship of TalentOur Stewardship of Talent  

  December 29, 2019 January 5, 2020 

Acolyte David Herb David Herb 

Lector Stacy Schroeder Larry Bouchat 

Cantor Art Grove Greg John 

Assisting 
Minister 

Tina Gordon Tina Gordon 

Communion Kathy Burson Sue Rodgers 

Ushers 

Tom Burson* 
Julie Grove/Austin Batcheler 

Ken Clelland 
Randy Neidig 

Dan Lebo* 
Laura Wills 
Bill Wills 

Wayne Lengel 

Greeters Daryl and Ja’net Gochenauer Daryl and Ja ‘net Gochenauer 

Altar Guild Ja ‘net Gochenauer TBD 

Counters Parker Lee, Randy Neidig, Sr. Julie Grove, Crystal Houser, Parker Lee 

Nursery Carol Clelland Cheryl Neidig, Rose Hlavac 

Our Stewardship of Time 
 
Sunday Worship  88 
Sunday School  23+ 
 
Total   111+ 

Our Stewardship of Treasures 
 

Traditional Giving $ 2,753.00 
Electronic Giving $ 1,210.00 
 

Tithes 
General $ 3,235.50 
Benevolence $ 134.00 
World Hunger $ 15.00 
Total Tithes $ 3,384.50 

Other Designated Offerings 
 

El Salvador $ 230.00 
Bell Tower Repair $ 113.50 
ELCA Disaster Relief $ 45.00 
Flying J Ministry $ 30.00 
Youth Director Support $ 20.00 
Kate’s Kids $ 20.00 
Social Ministry $ 20.00 
Youth Ministry $ 5.00 
 
Total $ 483.50 
 
Grand Total $ 3,868.00 
 

Remembering   December 22Remembering   December 22ndnd  20192019 



 

beautiful with all the Christmas poinsettias.  If 
you ordered one to take home, please check for 
the label with your name on the flower.  They 
may be taken anytime after Christmas Eve.  All 
the others will be delivered to the homebound in 
January. 
 

Our Current Financial Situation:  All of God’s 
ministries that are carried out by the disciples at 
St Stephen Lutheran, are financially supported by 
the Mission Plan, aka Budget, which we approve 
at our Annual Congregational Meeting. Although 
we have made a dent in the deficit, as of Decem-
ber 26, we are still $18,000 in the red for the year. 
At the last Congregational  meeting one of our 
members made the point that we are growing (the 
number of children attending, our ministries, and 
our staff) and we need to remember to grow in 
our financial support.  Please prayerfully consider 
what that all this means for our congregation, now 
and as we move into the future.  

Within the gospel reading’s pro-
found words lies the simple 
message that God is revealed in 
a human person. Though we 
may try to understand how the 
Word existed with God from the 
beginning of time, the wonder 
we celebrate at Christmas is that 
the Word continues to dwell 
among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered 
assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, 
and the bread and the wine. Through these ordi-
nary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace 
and truth. 

 
Meditation and Readings for January 5 

 

 Jeremiah 31:7-14  Psalm 147:12-20  
 Ephesians 1:3-14  John 1:1-18  
 
Sunday, January 5 

9:00am  Worship 
10:30am Sunday Church School 
2:00pm  Dulcimers Practice 

As we celebrate the Twelve Days 
of Christmas, our gospel today       
confronts us with the death of     
innocent children at the hands of 
Herod. The birth of Christ does 
not remove the power of evil from 
our world, but its light gives us 
hope as we walk with all the 

“holy innocents” of past generations and today 
who have suffered unjustly. In our gathering 
around word and meal, God continues to redeem 
us, lift us up, and carry us as in days of old. 
 

Sunday, December 29 
9:00am  Worship 
10:30am Sunday Church School 
 

Monday, December 30 
6:00pm  Boy Scouts 
 

Tuesday, December 31 
9:00am  Breakfast Club 
8:00pm  New Year’s Eve party 
 

Wednesday, January 1, New Year’s Day 
Office closed  
 
Saturday, January 4 
9:30am  4-H Creative Expressions Club 
 

Stewardship Snippet 
December 29, 2019 
Matthew 2:13 –Now after they had left, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and 
flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” 
How soon after the joy of Christmas comes this 
story of terror and grief. Thankfully, Joseph pays 
attention and changes the family’s plans accord-
ingly. May we, like Joseph, listen for God as we 
steward the good news of Jesus in new ways and 
different directions. 

Call to Action 
 

Thanks to everyone who helped make our church 

The Week Ahead Prepare the Way 



 

 34929/355 

St. Stephen Disciples. 

Lord, in Your mercy…. 

University of Faith Formation (U of FAITH) is a new kind of Bible Study for us to come together 
and learn God’s Word.   These sessions are designed to get us curious about our faith and how God’s 
Word guides us in our daily lives.    
 
Pastors, Deacons and Lay Ministers from the Newville area are providing faith formation series focus-
ing on three areas:  Bible, Church/Religion, Faith Formation 
 
Choose which series interest you and join in our Faith Formation Continuing Education  
 Offerings.   We hope to provide current, engaging and interesting offerings to dig into the Bible, un-
derstanding what it means to be a church and finding ways to live out our Christian faith in our every-
day lives. 
 
ALL SESSIONS HELD AT: 
Big Spring United Lutheran Church 
101 Crossroad School Road 
Newville, PA 17241 
(717) 776-3109 
bigspringunited@centurylink.net 
 
See the tri-fold brochure (available at the Welcome Center) for more information and to sign up for a 
class! 
 

The Altar Guild is looking for volunteers for 2020.  It takes about 1 1/2  hours per week to prepare the 
Altar for Worship Service.  See Ja’net Gochenauer for more information and to sign up! 
 
The Education Ministry Committee decided that “we will forward this year's Stephen Box             
contributions to the Cumberland Valley School District for the district's general food service donation 
account. Moneys from this account help defray the cost of school lunches for students struggling to 
make lunch payments. Since St. Stephen's reach goes beyond the area serviced by any given school, we 
decided to give to the fund that covers the entire district. 
 

We will open our Stephen Boxes and tally this year's contributions on December 29, several days after 
Stephen’s Feast Day.  Recognizing the growing rate of “food insecurity” in the children and youth of 
our area, we encourage all to be generous in your offerings in the remaining Sundays of December.” 
 

Into the Pews Project 
It's time for our first project in the R3 renewal process, something we are calling Into the Pews. On 
Sundays January 12, 19, and 26  as part of each week's sermon, we will discuss some intriguing ques-
tions about the life and mission of our congregation.  These questions are drawn from the PAWN Pro-
cess (Purpose, Assets, Wows, Needs). In other words, talking about our assets, wows, and needs will 
help us better understand our purpose. Later this year, our responses to these PAWN questions will 
combine with feedback from other congregational projects to give us useful information about our 
identity and calling. Please note: For those who miss one of these Sundays or want to participate fur-



 

Pastor:  Pastor Matthew Best 
pastor@StStephenLC.org 
www.pleasepraywith.me  
www.laceduplutheran.com 
@Laceduplutheran—Twitter 
 

Parish Office Manager: Kevin Stafford 
office@StStephenLC.org 
 

Organist and Choir Director: Abby Best 
organist@StStephenLC.org 
 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries: 
Jennifer Batcheler 
youth@StStephenLC.org 
 

Custodian: Michael Wogan 

 
 
 

Contact Us:  
717-766-2168 

www.StStephenLC.org 
P.O. Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072 
Please visit and like our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephenLC.org.  
Here you’ll find up-to-minute information, upcoming 
events and activities, and stories of encounters with 

Jesus changing people’s lives.   

ther, there is also a follow up opportunity to discuss all these questions on Sunday, February 9 during 
the Sunday School hour. 
 

The Middle School Sunday School Class is gearing up for the annual “Souper Sunday” canned soup 
collection drive for the New Hope Food Bank.  As in previous years, we will be competing with our 
neighbors at Trinity UMC for the most soup by weight, donated.  The contest starts on December 29th 
and runs through Super Bowl Sunday, February 2nd.  Let’s bring back the trophy! See Ja’net        
Gochenauer for more information! 
 

December 31, 2019 - 8PM-Midnight 
All ages.  Come celebrate New Year's with the entire family, in a safe environment!  No alcohol, but 
plenty of cheer!   Bring 2 secret Bingo prizes, wrapped and valued under $5 each (Dollar Tree is      
perfect for this!!) We'll be playing a different type of Bingo than you're used to!  Games, food, and 
fun!  Countdown and ball dropping!  All ages, all abilities!  Please RSVP to  Jenny Batcheler, 
yfmd@ststephenlc.org , so we can get a head count for food.  Looking forward to seeing you! 


