
 

 

Our Stewardship of TalentOur Stewardship of Talent  

  September 15, 2019 September 22, 2019 

Acolyte Madison Glasser Drayce Grove 

Lector Sue Rodgers TBD 

Cantor Lynne Immell Maxine Montgomery 

Assisting 
Minister 

Terri Myers TBD 

Communion Greg John Tom Burson 

Ushers 

Dan Lebo* 
Bill Wills 

Laura Wills 
Wayne Lengel 

Dan Lebo* 
Bill Wills 

Laura Wills 
Wayne Lengel 

Greeters Pat and Pat Lee Freda Wentz, Leslie Menear 

Altar Guild Crystal Houser Crystal Houser 

Counters Julie Grove, Parker Lee Rose Hlavac, 

Nursery Maxine Montgomery Maxine Montgomery 

Our Stewardship of Time 
 
Sunday Worship  70 
Sunday School  39 
 
Total   109 

Our Stewardship of Treasures 
 

Traditional Giving $ 2,004.00 
Electronic Giving $ 295.00 
 

Tithes 
General $ 1,967.50 
Benevolence $ 93.00 
World Hunger $ 16.00 
Total Tithes $ 2,076.50 

Other Designated Offerings 
 

Bell Tower Repair $ 163.50 
Youth Director Support $ 20.00 
Social Ministry $ 15.00 
Flying J Ministry $ 10.00 
El Salvador $ 9.00 
Youth Ministry $ 5.00 
 
Total $ 222.50 
 

Grand Total $ 2,299.00 

Remembering...September 8Remembering...September 8thth
 



 

  

visitations for our homebound members.  The 
commitment is for once a month (the schedule is 
flexible) and the visits truly are a blessing for 
both the homebound members and those doing 
the visits.  Please contact Pastor Matthew for 
more details and to volunteer! 
 
Social Ministry is collecting Regular 4-5 oz size 
bars of soap for Lutheran World Relief        
Ingathering Appeal this year.  Collection will 
take place from Sept 15- Oct 13th, and items can 
be placed on the stage in the plastic bin provid-
ed.  If you want to make a monetary  donation, 
envelopes are provided in the bin.  Checks are to 
be made out to: Lower Susquehanna Syn-
od.  These donations will help towards the cost of 
processing and shipping of items around the 
world. (See insert for additional details) 

As we are invited today to con-
sider what it means to be man-
agers (rather than owners) of 
all that we have, it is crucial to 
recall that we are bought with a 
price. “Christ Jesus, himself 
human, gave himself a ransom 
for all.” Apart from the gener-
osity of God we have nothing—we are nothing. 
By God’s gracious favor we have everything we 
need. 
 

Meditation and Readings for September 22 
 

 Amos 8:4-7  Psalm 113  
 1 Timothy 2:1-7  Luke 16:1-13  
 
Sunday, September 22 
 
9:00am  Worship 
10:30am Sunday Church School 

The grumbling of the Pharisees and 
the scribes in today’s gospel is actual-
ly our holy hope: This Jesus wel-
comes sinners and eats with them. 
That our God wills to seek and to 
save the lost is not only a holy hope, 
it is our only hope. As Paul’s first 

letter to Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure 
and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to 
God. 
 

Sunday, September 15 
9:00am  Worship 
10:30am Sunday Church School 
 

Monday, September 16 
6:00pm  Boy Scouts 
6:30pm  Prayers-n-Stiches 
 

Wednesday, September 18 
10:30am Bible Study (Parlor) 
7:00pm  Choir Practice 
7:00pm  Bible Study (Wegmans Café) 
 

Thursday, September 19 
7:00pm  Recognizing God in Our Midst 
 

Saturday, September 21 
9:00a  R3 hosting 
 

Stewardship Snippet 
September 15, 2019 
You desire truth in the inward being; therefore 
teach me wisdom in my secret heart.– Psalm 51:6 
 

Self-knowledge is key to all other learning and 
true growth. This week’s lessons remind us how 
easy it is to deceive ourselves and avoid the deep, 
hard work of learning who we are and whose we 
are. An important aspect of stewardship is know-
ing oneself—the good, the bad, and the beloved 
child of God. 
 

Call to Action 
 

Our Eucharistic Ministry is ever-growing!!  
We are seeking new Eucharistic Ministers to do 

The Week Ahead Prepare the Way 

The Flying J Ministry could use your help and 
fine baking skills! We are looking for baked good 
for the following dates: October 3, 17; November 
7,21 and December 5, 19. The sign up sheet is on 
the refrigerator.  See Lynne Immell with        
questions. 



 

 34929/355 

Casey, Lloyd’s student....going through several 
life crises. 

St. Stephen Disciples. 

Recognizing God in our Midst/ Thurs, September 19, 7:00-8:30PM/ St Stephen Fellowship Hall.  
Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? God wants us to be 
aware of Christ's presence. If we want what God desires, we first learn how to recognize the presence 
of Christ. To do so, we slow down long enough to redirect our ‘busyness’ with opportunities that pay 
attention to Jesus’ presence in our midst.  Growing our awareness of Christ’s presence requires a differ-
ent rhythm to our life. A rhythm many of us were never taught, yet we deeply desire.  In an effort to 
catch up to some of what the Holy Spirit is doing in your life, we invite you to take a few moments with 
God during this workshop. Together, we will gently become aware of where God has been with you in 
your own life and notice how God is moving in the lives of others. Come and see how you can encoun-
ter God in the ordinary.  
 
Workshop presenter Deacon Marsha Roscoe desires to help others grow in faith and discipleship and 
serves on the roster of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as a deacon.  She is currently un-
der call with the   Lower Susquehanna Synod as the Director for Mission Interpretation. In 2016, she 
founded Breathing in Christ.  In ecumenical partnership with the Episcopal Diocese of Central PA, she 
is also on the staff of the      Stevenson School for Ministry. 

Mental Health & Suicide Prevention in a Chaotic World/ Thurs, October 17 at 7:00-8:30PM/ St 
Stephen   
Today’s world can be busy, isolating, and stressful. Anxiety, depression, and suicide rates are higher 
than ever before. Because of the stigma, it is often hard for individuals, as well as their friends and fam-
ily members, to acknowledge when someone is at risk. This workshop will identify common warning 
signs (though signs are not always present) and discuss what to say and what not to say to someone 
who may be struggling. Participants will leave with a list of suggested steps to take to help someone 
they care about. 
 
Workshop presenter Kara Vojcsik LCSW is a school social worker and a licensed clinical social work-
er in private practice in Lemoyne.  She has over fifteen years of experience working with youth, adults, 
and families in a mental health setting.  Her primary focus includes anxiety, depression, suicide pre-
vention, parenting, creating healthy families, and helping others find their voice.  Kara travels to 
schools and community groups to do parent trainings on mental health.  She has created a youth men-
tal health alliance which won a National Award in the fall of 2018.  In her spare time Kara enjoys 
spending time with family and friends, working out, and playing the piano.  You can find out more at 
www.karavojcsik.com.  

 
St. Stephen and Trinity UMC will co-host a Blessing of the Animals service on   
Sunday October 6th at 3:00pm on the grass between the two churches.  All animals 
are welcome! 



 

  

Pastor:  Pastor Matthew Best 
pastor@StStephenLC.org 
www.pleasepraywith.me  
www.laceduplutheran.com 
@Laceduplutheran—Twitter 
 

Parish Office Manager: Kevin Stafford 
office@StStephenLC.org 
 

Organist and Choir Director: Abby Best 
organist@StStephenLC.org 
 

Custodian: Michael Wogan 

 
Contact Us:  

717-766-2168 
www.StStephenLC.org 

P.O. Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072 
Please visit and like our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephenLC.org.  Here 
you’ll find up-to-minute information, upcoming events 

and activities, and stories of encounters with Jesus 
changing people’s lives.   

Pillars of Faith 

The Story of Our Lady of Sorrows 
 

For a while there were two feasts in honor of 
the Sorrowful Mother: one going back to the 
15th century, the other to the 17th century. For 
a while both were celebrated by the universal 
Church: one on the Friday before Palm      
Sunday, the other in September. 

The principal biblical references to Mary’s 
sorrows are in Luke 2:35 and John 19:26-27. 
The Lucan passage is Simeon’s prediction 
about a sword piercing Mary’s soul; the      
Johannine passage relates Jesus’ words from 
the cross to Mary and to the beloved disciple. 

Many early Church writers interpret the sword 
as Mary’s sorrows, especially as she saw Jesus 

die on the cross. Thus, the two passages are 
brought together as prediction and fulfillment. 

Saint Ambrose in particular sees Mary as a 
sorrowful yet powerful figure at the cross. 
Mary stood fearlessly at the cross while others 
fled. Mary looked on her Son’s wounds with 
pity, but saw in them the salvation of the 
world. As Jesus hung on the cross, Mary did 
not fear to be killed, but offered herself to her 
persecutors. 

Reflection 
John’s account of Jesus’ death is highly    
symbolic. When Jesus gives the beloved     
disciple to Mary, we are invited to appreciate 
Mary’s role in the Church: She symbolizes the 
Church; the beloved disciple represents all  
believers. As Mary mothered Jesus, she is now 
mother to all his followers. Furthermore, as 
Jesus died, he handed over his Spirit. Mary 
and the Spirit cooperate in begetting new   
children of God—almost an echo of Luke’s 
account of Jesus’ conception. Christians can 
trust that they will continue to experience the 
caring presence of Mary and Jesus’ Spirit 
throughout their lives and throughout history. 
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