
 

 

Our Stewardship of TalentOur Stewardship of Talent  

  July 21, 2019 July 28, 2019 

Acolyte Madison Glasser Liana Grove 

Lector Kathy Burson TBD 

Cantor N/A N/A 

Assisting 
Minister 

Lynne Immell Julie Grove 

Communion Daryl Gochenauer Laura Wills 

Ushers 
Daryl Gochenauer* 
Ja ‘net Gochenauer 

Glenn Gross 

Daryl Gochenauer* 
Ja ‘net Gochenauer 

Glenn Gross 

Greeters 
Sherry Rudacille 

Sue Rodgers 
Grace Stoner 

Altar Guild Ja ‘net Gochenauer Ja ‘net Gochenauer 

Counters Julie Grove, Crystal Houser Rose Hlavac, Terri Myers 

Nursery Tina, Jenna and Carly Gordon Carol Clelland 

Our Stewardship of Time 
 
Sunday Worship  78 
Sunday School  3+ 
 
Total   81+ 

Our Stewardship of Treasures 
 

Traditional Giving $2,508.00 
Electronic Giving  $1070.00 
 

Tithes 
General $ 2382.00 
Benevolence $ 731.00 
World Hunger $ 39.00 
Total Tithes $ 3152.00 

Other Designated Offerings 
 

Flying J Ministry $ 110.00 
Boy Scouts $ 100.00 
Bell Tower Repair $ 87.00 
El Salvador $ 59.00 
Social Ministries $ 30.00 
Youth Director Support $ 30.00 
Youth Ministry $ 10.00 
 
Total $ 426.00 
 

Grand Total $ 3578.00 

Remembering...July 14thRemembering...July 14th 



 

   

Persistence in prayer evoked the 
admiration of Jesus and wins the 
attention of the Lord when Abra-
ham intercedes for Sodom. The life 
of the baptized—to be rooted and 
built up in Christ Jesus the Lord—
is to be rooted in prayer. God hears 
and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own. 
“When I called, you answered me; you increased my 
strength within me.” 
 

Meditation and Readings for July 28 
 

Genesis 18:20-32  Psalm 138 
Colossians 2:6-19  Luke 11:1-13  

 

Sunday, July 28 
 

9:00am  Worship 
10:30am  Sunday Church School 
 

 
Interested in be becoming a St.   
Stephen disciple?     Interested in 
transferring your membership from      
another congregation?  Interested in 
baptism or confirmation?  Please 
see Pr. Matthew for details.   
 

Terri Myers has just delivered the 
registration brochure for the 20th 
Annual St. Stephen Women’s     
Retreat. In that spirit, Pastor      
Matthew wants to know – is there a 
nascent interest within the congrega-
tion in having other retreats?  He’d 
like to know how long? – a day, a 

few days, a week, etc.   What time of the year is ideal? – 
summer, fall, winter, or spring.  What type of location 
would be ideal? – Mountains, beach, rural, ur-
ban.  Please let him know your thoughts.  
 
Potluck Pool Party: You are invited to a potluck pool 
party on Sunday, July 28 from 4:00-8:00PM at the 
Schroeders. Paper supplies, drinks, and hot dogs will be 
supplied. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share and 
lawn chairs if you have them. Please RVSP by 7/25 
with number attending to 717-574-3629 or  
stacy.l.schroeder@gmail.com. (Picnic address provided 
when you respond.)   
 
 

Perhaps the church, at its best, is 
“all ears.” Almighty God urges the 
faithful, again and again, to “listen 
up!”—to heed the word from above. 
So it was with Abraham and Sarah, 
with Mary and Martha, and the ear-

ly church at Colossae. So it is today as we join the as-
sembly to hear the word of God, the words of life. 
 

Sunday, July 21 
9:00am  Worship 
10:30am  Sunday Church School 
5:30pm  Vacation Bible School 
 

Monday, July 22 
6:00pm  Boy Scouts 
 

Stewardship Snippet 
July 21, 2019 
Colossians 1:15-16 – Jesus is the image of the        
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him 
all things in heaven and on earth were created, things 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or powers—all things have been created through 
him and for him.  
 

We celebrate the many freedoms and the abundance we 
enjoy, but we must remember with thanksgiving and 
humbleness the source of all we have — Christ, who 
holds all things together and in whom all things will be 
reconciled. 
 

Call to Action 
 

Please, stop and READ THIS critical announce-
ment!! Did you know that Human trafficking is a 
growing problem in South Central PA?  The East/West 
(I76 turnpike) & North/South (I81) interchange       
facilitates easy transfer of human “cargo.” Social   
Ministry, through Pennsylvanians Against Trafficking 
in Humans (PAATH) will offer a seminar on this    
crisis. Scheduled for September 26th at 7:00pm, the 
presentation will include ways to identify human traf-
ficking signs by knowing certain clues and knowing 
what to do to help the victims without getting personal-
ly involved.  There will be a sign up sheet on the re-
frigerator,  Please take the time to learn what YOU can 
do to stop this horrible activity.  
 

Small table fan available for anyone who needs it.  
Please see Parker and Pat Lee if you would like to 
claim the fan! 

The Week Ahead Prepare the Way 



 

 34929/355 

Nicole, friend of Parker and Pat Lee,...just beginning 
chemotherapy cancer treatment. 
Marian Morrison...in the hospital. 
Natalie Immell...suffering from Lyme disease, receiv-
ing a painful infusion, hopefully to make her feel bet-
ter 

Nicole Grove...suffering from pain, unable to work 
and now in financial trouble 
Mike Tracey dealing with a number of health issues, 
including persistent cellulitis, that are affecting his 
mobility.  
St. Stephen Disciples. 

Prayers This Week 

Changing Your Congregation’s ‘Money Culture’ 
  
In partnership with the Stevenson School For Ministry, beginning the week of August 9, Pastor Rob Blezard 
will offer a five-week online course on “Changing Your Congregation’s Money Culture.” This course looks 
at what our bible and our faith traditions say about money and explores a congregation’s unspoken and un-
healthy “money culture.” Through awareness, education and best practices, you will learn how to shift the 
money culture. 
 

Stay tuned for more information on how to login to this online course. 

Pastor Matthew is seeking a few individuals who want to learn how to craft the prayers of 
the church so they fit our context.  The prayer of the church are said weekly in             
worship.  Crafting the prayers would not be a weekly commitment, but rather something 
that can be based on your schedule.  Please talk with Pastor Matthew if you are interested 
in learning more about this.   

 

Why do we do that? Want to learn why we do what we do in worship?  Want a deeper under-
standing of worship?  Starting today, come to the summer Sunday school and learn all about 
different parts of worship.  We’ll talk about the music, the prayers that are used, how the read-
ings are selected, why we do what we do when we do it, etc.  Come with your questions.  Pr. 
Matthew will be leading these sessions until the fall classes begin again after Labor day.   

Social Ministry requests homemade cookies for our Flying J Mission begin-
ning Thurs, September 5th.  The cookies need to be bagged individually; 2 
small or 1 large per bag, and left in the kitchen on the island before 6PM.  An 
additional sign up sheet will  be posted on the refrigerator.  They are really a hit 
for our participants to enjoy something homemade.  Contact Lynne Immell with 
your questions.  Thanks.  

Frey Village, a Diakon Lutheran Senior Living Facility, is offering  a “Friends of the Arts” program on 
July 27th at 2:00pm in their Courtyard.  Come hear Matt and Carol Frigm perform songs about life & love 
with sparkling harmonies and bright bits of soft rock, country and jazz.  Seating is limited so please RSVP by 
calling 717-930-1228.  See the flyer on the bulletin board in the hallway for more information. 



 

   

Pastor:  Pastor Matthew Best 
pastor@StStephenLC.org 
www.pleasepraywith.me  
www.laceduplutheran.com 
@Laceduplutheran—Twitter 
 

Parish Office Manager: Kevin Stafford 
office@StStephenLC.org 
 

Organist and Choir Director: Abby Best 
organist@StStephenLC.org 
 

Custodian: Michael Wogan 

 
Contact Us:  

717-766-2168 
www.StStephenLC.org 

P.O. Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072 
Please visit and like our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephenLC.org.  Here 
you’ll find up-to-minute information, upcoming events 

and activities, and stories of encounters with Jesus 
changing people’s lives.   

Pillars of Faith 

Saint Lawrence of Brindisi 
 

At first glance, perhaps the most remarkable quality of 
Lawrence of Brindisi is his outstanding gift of          
languages. In addition to a thorough knowledge of his 
native Italian, he had complete reading and speaking 
ability in Latin, Hebrew, Greek, German, Bohemian, 
Spanish, and French. 

Lawrence was born on July 22, 1559, and died exactly 
60 years later on his birthday in 1619. His parents    
William and Elizabeth Russo gave him the name of 
Julius Caesar, Caesare in Italian. After the early death 
of his parents, he was educated by his uncle at the    
College of St. Mark in Venice. 

When he was just 16, he entered the Capuchin        
Franciscan Order in Venice and received the name of 
Lawrence. He completed his studies of philosophy and 
theology at the University of Padua and was ordained a 
priest at 23. 

With his facility for languages Lawrence was able to 

study the Bible in its original texts. At the request of 
Pope Clement VIII, he spent much time preaching to 
the Jews in Italy. So excellent was his knowledge of 
Hebrew, the rabbis felt sure he was a Jew who had   
become a Christian. 

Lawrence’s sensitivity to the needs of people—a     
character trait perhaps unexpected in such a talented 
scholar—began to surface. He was elected major     
superior of the Capuchin Franciscan province of      
Tuscany at the age of 31. He had the combination of 
brilliance, human compassion, and administrative skill 
needed to carry out his duties. In rapid succession he 
was promoted by his fellow Capuchins and was elected 
minister general of the Capuchins in 1602. In this    
position he was responsible for great growth and      
geographical expansion of the Order. 

Lawrence was appointed papal emissary and         
peacemaker, a job which took him to a number of    
foreign countries. An effort to achieve peace in his  
native kingdom of Naples took him on a journey to  
Lisbon to visit the king of Spain. Serious illness in   
Lisbon took his life in 1619. 

In 1956, the Capuchins completed a 15-volume edition 
of Lawrence’s writings. Eleven of these 15 contain his 
sermons, each of which relies chiefly on scriptural   
quotations to illustrate his teaching. 

Reflection 
His constant devotion to Scripture, coupled with great 
sensitivity to the needs of people, present a lifestyle 
which appeals to Christians today. Lawrence had a  
balance in his life that blended self-discipline with a 
keen appreciation for the needs of those whom he was 
called to serve. 
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