
 

 

Worship AssistantsWorship Assistants  

Attendance 
March 17, 2019 

 
Sunday Worship  86 
Sunday School 41 
 
Total 127 
 

Our Tithes; March 17, 2019 
 

General $ 1522.50 
Benevolence $ 616.00 
World Hunger $ 17.00 
 
Total $ 2155.50 

Other Designated Offerings 
March 17, 2019 

 
Bell Tower Repair $ 193.50 
El Salvador $ 119.00 
Social Ministry $ 10.00 
Youth Ministry $ 10.00 
Youth Director Support $ 20.00 
Flowers $ 70.00 
 
Total $ 422.50 
 
Grand Total $ 2578.00 
 

  March 24, 2019 March 31, 2019 

Acolyte David Herb Madison Glasser 

Lector Greg John Lloyd Sheaffer 

Cantor Maxine Montgomery Art Grove 

Assisting 
Minister 

Lynne Immell Julie Grove 

Communion Bill Wills Maxine Montgomery 

Ushers 

Tom Burson* 
Julie Grove/Austin Batcheler 

Ken Clelland 
Randy Neidig 

Tom Burson* 
Julie Grove/Austin Batcheler 

Ken Clelland 
Randy Neidig 

Greeters Frank and June Roberto Steve and Judy Read 

Altar Guild Ja 'net Gochenauer Ja 'net Gochenauer 

Counters Cheryl Neidig, Terri Myers Cheryl Neidig, Terri Myers 

Nursery Carol Clelland Sue Rodgers 



 

   

The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are 
they whose transgressions are forgiven, and 
whose sin is put away!” Happy are those 
who have “become the righteousness of 
God” in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy 
are those for whom the forgiveness of God has “rolled 
away the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the father 
at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that our 
sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice! 
 

Meditation and Readings for March 31 
 

Joshua 5:9-12  Psalm 32  
2 Corinthians 5:16-21  Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

 

Sunday, March 31 
9:00am  Worship 
10:30am  Sunday Church School 
 

 
Stewardship Snippet 
March 17 
Isaiah 55:2 – Why do you spend your money for that 
which is not bread, and your labor for that which does 
not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 
Stewardship is about making wise choices in life – 
choices that promote health, wellbeing and faithful liv-
ing. Isaiah asks the key questions and provides wise 
advice. 

 

 
Camping Scholarship Donations 

The Educational Ministry   Committee and many mem-
bers of our congregation want everyone in the St. Ste-

phen family to have the oppor-
tunity to experience church camp, 
regardless of the family’s ability 
to pay. We believe that summer 
camp is a wonderful    opportuni-

ty to live in Christian community, to experience God’s 
presence in the great outdoors and to be renewed in their 
faith.   

Through the generosity of present members of our con-
gregation, and endowed funds of those who have gone 
before us, we are able to offer scholarships to help make 
camp a reality for all who are interested. To contribute 
to this fund, please note “camping scholarship fund” on 
your check or offering envelope.  

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the 
third Sunday in Lent. Lent is a season of 
repentance. Cut it out or get cut down! The 
warnings are accompanied by God’s     
invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your 

ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The 
landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s 
readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good 
news for all of us. Thanks be to God! 
 

Sunday, March 24 
9:00am  Worship 
10:30am  Sunday Church School 
11:30am  Private Event 
 

Monday, March 25 
6:00pm  Boy Scouts 
 
Tuesday, March 26 
9:00am  The Breakfast Club 
 

Wednesday, March 27 
6:30pm  Lenten Soup Supper & Worship 
 
Thursday, March 28 
6:00pm  Self Care and Boundary setting in  
  relationships 
 

Call to Action 
In Mozambique, Malawi and Zimba-
bwe, where Cyclone Idai has caused 
massive destruction and flooding that 
have killed more than 200 people, with 

the death toll expected to rise. Aid workers are rushing 
to rescue trapped survivors. News reports estimate that 
1.5 million people will be affected by the cyclone.   

In the United States, where heavy 
rainfall and rapid snow melt have 
caused major flooding across several 
states. At least three people have died, 
and hundreds of homes and businesses 

have been affected. With more rain and warmer weath-
er expected, more flooding may happen soon.   

In Madagascar, where a measles out-
break has led to 800,000 reported cases 
and an estimated 900 deaths since Octo-
ber 2018, worsened by food shortages 

and drought. Children are most at risk. 
Please help!!  Make checks payable to St. Stephen and 
write “Lutheran Disaster Response” in the memo line. 
Place your gift in the offering plate.  

The Week Ahead Prepare the Way 



 

 

Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday, 9:00am—2:00pm 
Pastoral Care in Times of Emergency or Crisis.  If you need emergency pastoral care, please call the  St. Stephen 

office at 766-2168 (leave a voice mail if necessary), or call Pastor Matthew at 717-805-7598. 

Niki Hlavac...still testing for anemia   
causes 

St. Stephen Disciples 

Prayers This Week 

Online Bible Study...A few pastors from the Mechanicsburg and New Kings-
town ELCA congregations are going to be piloting an online Bible Study on se-
lected passages from the book of Acts.  The format we will be using is Facebook 
live.  To access the study just go to the Trindle Spring Lutheran Facebook page 
for the event titled Acts – Online Bible Study.  Each week one of the pastors will 
be hosting the study, and you are invited to type in questions for conversation or 
clarification.  This is a pilot study, so we are hoping for some good participation 
and feedback that will effect how we utilize this kind of study moving for-
ward.  The Bible Study will start at 7:30pm on the following dates:  March 25; April 8, 22; May 6, 20 

Self-Care & Boundaries in Relationships  Thurs, March 28 at 
7:00PM 
Taking care of others, loving your neighbors, and giving with a 
generous heart are things we are called to do. But what happens 
when these come at the expense of you? What happens when 
we are afraid to ever say no? What happens when we are only 
doing things because we feel guilty if we don’t? People every-
where struggle with this balance – selfish self vs healthy self. 
Often our loved ones put the greatest demands on us and we 
can lose ourselves in the desire to please others. In this work-
shop, we will talk about self-care and the importance of self-
love.  We will discover why boundaries are important, how to 
set them, and  how to seek a balanced and happy life. This 
workshop, sponsored by the stewardship committee, will be led 
by Kara Vojcsik, LCSW (www.karavojcsik.com). 

Are you looking for work?  Schneider  Electric has positions starting every Sunday or Monday..  Starting wages 
vary from $11.60 to $14.50 per hour.  See the advertisement on the bulletin board in the hallway for more infor-
mation. 

Social Ministry is requesting 
cookies, cookie bars, brown-
ies or anything that can be put 
in individual bags for desserts/
treats at Flying J on May 2nd 
and 16th, June 6th and 20th. 
Sign up sheet will be on the 

refrigerator door.  We try to have 30 individ-
ual bags.   If treats are small, 2 treats per bag 
would be great.  Treats can be dropped off at 
church and placed in the refrigerator before 
the Thursday you volunteer for.... CLEARLY 
MARKED FLYING J!!  Thank you for your 
generosity toward our friends in need. 

Ira Ewell is doing well in Florida, sends his regards, is 
thankful for the prayers, and always appreciates receiv-
ing mail or a call .  You can contact him at: 
6111 Maple Lane 
Tampa, Fl.  33610 
Phone.  813-567-9613 

It is time for the annual tree 
wrapping ritual! 
Help wrap over 5,000 tree 
seedlings to be distributed to 
local elementary schools in 
honor of Earth Day. 
At Shillelagh Farm 
6623 Carlisle Pike 
Mechanicsburg, PA 

We are in the middle of Lent!   We still need  two   
volunteers for Maundy Thursday, April 18th.  Sign up 
at the table next to the serving window in Fellowship 
Hall. 



 

   

Pastor:  Pastor Matthew Best 
pastor@StStephenLC.org 
www.pleasepraywith.me  
www.laceduplutheran.com 
@Laceduplutheran—Twitter 
 

Parish Office Manager: Kevin Stafford 
office@StStephenLC.org 
 

Organist and Choir Director: Abby Best 
organist@StStephenLC.org 
 

Custodian: Michael Wogan 
 

Contact Us:  
717-766-2168 

www.StStephenLC.org 
P.O. Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072 
Please visit and like our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephenLC.org.  Here 
you’ll find up-to-minute information, upcoming events 

and activities, and stories of encounters with Jesus 
changing people’s lives.   

Pillars of Faith 

Saint Oscar Romero 
 
The night before he 
was murdered while 
celebrating Mass, 
Archbishop Oscar 
Romero of San Sal-
vador said on the        
radio: “I would like 
to appeal in a special 

way to the men of the army, and in particular to the 
troops of the National Guard, the police, and the garri-
sons. Brothers, you belong to our own people. You kill 
your own brother peasants; and in the face of an order 
to kill that is given by a man, the law of God that says 
‘Do not kill!’ should prevail. 
 

“No soldier is obliged to obey an order counter to the 
law of God. No one has to comply with an immoral law. 
It is the time now that you recover your conscience and 
obey its dictates rather than the command of sin.  There-
fore, in the name of God, and in the name of this long-
suffering people, whose laments rise to heaven every 
day more tumultuous, I beseech you, I beg you, I    
command you! In the name of God: ‘Cease the repres-
sion!’” 
 

Simultaneously, Romero had eloquently upheld the 
gospel and effectively signed his own death warrant. 
 

When he was appointed archbishop of San Salvador in 
1977, Bishop Romero was considered a very “safe” 
choice. He had served as auxiliary bishop there for four 
years before his three years as bishop of Santiago de 
Maria. 
 

Oscar’s father wanted him to be a carpenter—a trade for 
which he demonstrated some talent. Seminary classes in 

El Salvador preceded his studies at Rome’s Gregorian 
University and his ordination in 1942. After earning a 
doctorate in ascetical theology, he returned home and 
became a parish priest and later rector of an interdioce-
san seminary. 
 

Three weeks after his appointment as archbishop, 
Romero was shaken by the murder of his good friend 
Jesuit Father Rutilio Grande, a vigorous defender of the 
rights of the poor. Five more priests were assassinated 
in the Archdiocese of San Salvador during Romero’s 
years as its shepherd. 
 

When a military junta seized control of the national 
government in 1979, Archbishop Romero publicly   
criticized the US government for backing the junta. His 
weekly radio sermons, broadcast throughout the coun-
try, were regarded by many as the most trustworthy 
source of news available. 
 

Romero’s funeral was celebrated in the plaza outside 
the cathedral and drew an estimated 250,000 mourners. 
 

His tomb in the cathedral crypt soon drew thousands of 
visitors each year. On February 3, 2015, Pope Francis 
authorized a decree recognizing Oscar Romero as a 
martyr for the faith. His beatification took place in San 
Salvador on May 23, 2015. He was canonized on     
October 14, 2018. 
 

Reflection 
Oscar Romero and many other Latin American martyrs 
for the faith were falsely accused of advocating a Marx-
ist-inspired “theology of liberation.” Following Jesus 
always requires choices. Romero’s fiercest critics con-
veniently dismissed his choices as politically inspired. 
An incarnational faith must be expressed publicly. 
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