
 

 

Worship AssistantsWorship Assistants  

Attendance 
March 10, 2019 

 
Sunday Worship  84 
Sunday School 27 
 
Total 111 
 

Our Tithes; March 10, 2019 
 

General $ 1666.50 
Benevolence $ 257.00 
World Hunger $ 27.00 
 
Total $ 1950.50 

Other Designated Offerings 
March 10, 2019 

 
Bell Tower Repair $ 13.50 
El Salvador $ 9.00 
Social Ministry $ 15.00 
Youth Ministry $ 5.00 
Youth Director Support $ 20.00 
Camping Support $ 100.00 
Dinner With Friends $ 13.00 
 
Total $ 175.50 
 
Grand Total $ 2126.00 
 

  March 17, 2019 March 24, 2019 

Acolyte Donavan Glasser David Herb 

Lector Terri Myers Greg John 

Cantor Lynne Immell Maxine Montgomery 

Assisting 
Minister 

Terri Myers Lynne Immell 

Communion Daryl Gochenauer Bill Wills 

Ushers 

Tom Burson* 
Julie Grove/Austin Batcheler 

Ken Clelland 
Randy Neidig 

Tom Burson* 
Julie Grove/Austin Batcheler 

Ken Clelland 
Randy Neidig 

Greeters Larry and Laura Treaster Frank and June Roberto 

Altar Guild Ja 'net Gochenauer Ja 'net Gochenauer 

Counters Cheryl Neidig, Terri Myers Cheryl Neidig, Terri Myers 

Nursery Tina Gordon Carol Clelland 



 

   

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the 
third Sunday in Lent. Lent is a season of 
repentance. Cut it out or get cut down! The 
warnings are accompanied by God’s invita-
tion to attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and 
come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The landown-
er’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s readiness 
to till the ground one more year. That is good news for 
all of us. Thanks be to God! 
 

Meditation and Readings for March 24 
 

Isaiah 55:1-9  Psalm 63:1-8  
1 Corinthians 10:1-13  Luke 13:1-9 

 

Sunday, March 24 
9:00am  Worship 
10:30am  Sunday Church School 
 

The Educational Ministry Committee has purchased 
Lenten devotional books. Last-
ing Hope explores the Psalms 
with an entry for each day in 
Lent. Each reading is accompa-
nied by a photo, a quote to pon-
der, a reflection and a prayer. This 
is an easy way to incorporate a 
simple Christian observance into 
your Lenten journey. Pick up a 
copy in the Fellowship Hall – one 
per family, please. 
 

Camping Scholarship Donations 

The Educational Ministry   Committee and many mem-
bers of our congregation want 
everyone in the St. Stephen fam-
ily to have the opportunity to 
experience church camp, regard-
less of the family’s ability to 
pay. We believe that summer 
camp is a wonderful    opportunity to live in Christian 
community, to experience God’s presence in the great 
outdoors and to be renewed in their faith.   

Through the generosity of present members of our con-
gregation, and endowed funds of those who have gone 
before us, we are able to offer scholarships to help make 
camp a reality for all who are interested. To contribute 
to this fund, please note “camping scholarship fund” on 
your check or offering envelope.  

Though we sometimes doubt and often 
resist God’s desire to protect and save us, 
our God persists. In holy baptism, God’s 
people have been called and gathered into 
a God-initiated relationship that will     

endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a 
tradition in which to seek the face of the Lord again. 
Lent provides another occasion to behold the God of 
our salvation in the face of the Blessed One who 
“comes in the name of the Lord.” 
 

Sunday, March 17 
9:00am  Worship 
10:30am  Sunday Church School 
 

Monday, March 18 
6:00pm  Boy Scouts 
6:30pm  Prayers—n—Stiches 
 

Wednesday, March 20 
6:30pm  Lenten Soup Supper & Worship 
 

Call to Action 
Please contact Pastor Matthew if you are 
interested in getting Baptized or becom-
ing a St. Stephen disciple. 

 
Stewardship Snippet 
March 17 
Psalm 27:1 – The LORD is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my 
life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 
As the news media, advertising executives and politi-
cians know well, fear is the great motivator of people, 
it is a negative one. Trusting in God’s power and prov-
idence, steward/disciples tap into a better source of 
motivation.  
 

We are in the middle of Lent!   We still need a volun-
teer for April 10th and two volunteers for Maundy 
Thursday, April 18th.  Sign up at the table next to the 
serving window in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Ira Ewell is doing well in Florida, sends his regards, is 
thankful for the prayers, and always appreciates receiv-
ing mail or a call .  You can contact him at: 
 
6111 Maple Lane 
Tampa, Fl.  33610 
Phone.  813-567-9613 

The Week Ahead Prepare the Way 



 

 

Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday, 9:00am—2:00pm 
Pastoral Care in Times of Emergency or Crisis.  If you need emergency pastoral care, please call the  St. Stephen 

office at 766-2168 (leave a voice mail if necessary), or call Pastor Matthew at 717-805-7598. 

Rose Hlavac’s daughter, Niki...at home for 
more testing 
Roger & Lynne Immell’s daughter, Na-

talie...suffering from Lyme Disease 
St. Stephen Disciples 

Prayers This Week 

Online Bible Study...A few pastors from the Mechanicsburg and New Kings-
town ELCA congregations are going to be piloting an online Bible Study on se-
lected passages from the book of Acts.  The format we will be using is Facebook 
live.  To access the study just go to the Trindle Spring Lutheran Facebook page 
for the event titled Acts – Online Bible Study.  Each week one of the pastors will 
be hosting the study, and you are invited to type in questions for conversation or 
clarification.  This is a pilot study, so we are hoping for some good participation 
and feedback that will effect how we utilize this kind of study moving for-
ward.  The Bible Study will start at 7:30pm on the following dates:  March 25; April 8, 22; May 6, 20 

CHRISTYAN SEAY in Concert  3/31/19...Lyric tenor CHRISTYAN SEAY will perform in concert at First 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 21 S. Bedford St., Carlisle on Sunday, March 31, at 3:00 p.m. Active in recital, 
oratorio, and opera, he has sung extensively throughout Central PA where he resides, as well as at Weill Recital 
Hall in New York City and venues abroad in Germany, Poland, and the Czech Republic. In April 2018, he       
performed in "The Underground Railroad: A Spiritual Journey," featuring operatic soprano, Kathleen Battle. Re-
gionally, he has appeared with the Harrisburg and Lancaster Symphonies and has sung in productions with the 
Harrisburg, Lancaster, and Philadelphia opera companies.  See advertisement in the hallway for more infor-
mation 

Self-Care & Boundaries in Relationships  Thurs, March 28 at 
7:00PM 
Taking care of others, loving your neighbors, and giving with a 
generous heart are things we are called to do. But what happens 
when these come at the expense of you? What happens when 
we are afraid to ever say no? What happens when we are only 
doing things because we feel guilty if we don’t? People every-
where struggle with this balance – selfish self vs healthy self. 
Often our loved ones put the greatest demands on us and we 
can lose ourselves in the desire to please others. In this work-
shop, we will talk about self-care and the importance of self-
love.  We will discover why boundaries are important, how to 
set them, and  how to seek a balanced and happy life. This 
workshop, sponsored by the stewardship committee, will be led 
by Kara Vojcsik, LCSW (www.karavojcsik.com). 

Are you looking for work?  Schneider  Electric has positions starting every Sunday or Monday..  Starting wages 
vary from $11.60 to $14.50 per hour.  See the advertisement on the bulletin board in the hallway for more infor-
mation. 

Social Ministry is requesting 
cookies, cookie bars, brown-
ies or anything that can be put 
in individual bags for desserts/
treats at Flying J on May 2nd 
and 16th, June 6th and 20th. 
Sign up sheet will be on the 

refrigerator door.  We try to have 30 individ-
ual bags.   If treats are small, 2 treats per bag 
would be great.  Treats can be dropped off at 
church and placed in the refrigerator before 
the Thursday you volunteer for.... CLEARLY 
MARKED FLYING J!!  Thank you for your 
generosity toward our friends in need. 



 

   

Pastor:  Pastor Matthew Best 
pastor@StStephenLC.org 
www.pleasepraywith.me  
www.laceduplutheran.com 
@Laceduplutheran—Twitter 
 

Parish Office Manager: Kevin Stafford 
office@StStephenLC.org 
 

Organist and Choir Director: Abby Best 
organist@StStephenLC.org 
 

Custodian: Michael Wogan 
 

Contact Us:  
717-766-2168 

www.StStephenLC.org 
P.O. Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072 
Please visit and like our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephenLC.org.  Here 
you’ll find up-to-minute information, upcoming events 

and activities, and stories of encounters with Jesus 
changing people’s lives.   

Pillars of Faith 

Saint Patrick 
 

Legends about Patrick 
abound; but truth is best 
served by our seeing two 
solid qualities in him: He 
was humble and he was   

courageous. The determination to accept suffering and 
success with equal indifference guided the life of God’s 
instrument for winning most of Ireland for Christ. 
 

Details of his life are uncertain. Current research places 
his dates of birth and death a little later than earlier  
accounts. Patrick may have been born in Dunbarton, 
Scotland, Cumberland, England, or in northern Wales. 
He called himself both a Roman and a Briton. At 16, he 
and a large number of his father’s slaves and vassals 
were captured by Irish raiders and sold as slaves in  
Ireland. Forced to work as a shepherd, he suffered 
greatly from hunger and cold. 
 

After six years Patrick escaped, probably to France, and 
later returned to Britain at the age of 22. His captivity 
had meant spiritual conversion. He may have studied at 
Lerins, off the French coast; he spent years at Auxerre, 
France, and was consecrated bishop at the age of 43. 
His great desire was to proclaim the good news to the 
Irish. 
 

In a dream vision it seemed “all the children of Ireland 
from their mothers’ wombs were stretching out their 
hands” to him. He understood the vision to be a call to 
do mission work in pagan Ireland. Despite opposition 
from those who felt his education had been defective, 
he was sent to carry out the task. He went to the west 
and north–where the faith had never been preached–
obtained the protection of local kings, and made numer-

ous converts. 
 

Because of the island’s pagan background, Patrick was 
emphatic in encouraging widows to remain chaste and 
young women to consecrate their virginity to Christ. He 
ordained many priests, divided the country into dioces-
es, held Church councils, founded several monasteries 
and continually urged his people to greater holiness in 
Christ. 
 

He suffered much opposition from pagan druids and 
was criticized in both England and Ireland for the way 
he conducted his mission. In a relatively short time, the 
island had experienced deeply the Christian spirit, and 
was prepared to send out missionaries whose efforts 
were greatly responsible for Christianizing Europe. 
 

Patrick was a man of action, with little inclination to-
ward learning. He had a rock-like belief in his vocation, 
in the cause he had espoused. One of the few certainly 
authentic writings is his Confessio, above all an act of 
homage to God for having called Patrick, unworthy 
sinner, to the apostolate. 
 

There is hope rather than irony in the fact that his burial 
place is said to be in County Down in Northern Ireland, 
long the scene of strife and violence. 
 

Reflection 
What distinguishes Patrick is the durability of his     
efforts. When one considers the state of Ireland when he 
began his mission work, the vast extent of his labors, 
and how the seeds he planted continued to grow and 
flourish, one can only admire the kind of man Patrick 
must have been. The holiness of a person is known only 
by the fruits of his or her  
 

work.©www.franciscanmedia.org 


