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“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in 

all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 
Two kinds of messages dominated Facebook this 
month: videos of friends completing the “ALS Ice 
Bucket Challenge” and posts of people participating 
in the “Gratitude Challenge”. The Ice Bucket 
Challenge asked individuals to dump a bucket of ice 
water onto their heads or donate to the ALS 
Association and then nominate three other people to 
do the same1. The Gratitude Challenge asked people 
to list three things for which they were grateful, each 
day, for five days and then, likewise, nominate three 
people to do the same.  I don’t quite know why these 
two challenges took off like they did, but I know that 
both challenges accomplished quite a bit of good. 
 
The Ice Bucket Challenge has more or less run its 
course, but the Gratitude Challenge is holding on. It’s 
been fun to read the Gratitude lists of friends and 
family, and, each time I do, I find myself wondering 
“And for what do I give thanks today?” Some days, 
my Gratitude list includes big things: the fact that 
Josie’s brain tumor hasn’t grown, news that my 
brother and sister-in-law are pregnant again, the 
opportunity to Skype with my brother who is in 
Afghanistan, an evening with friends. Other days, my 
Gratitude list is filled with much smaller things: a 
delicious cup of coffee, a cool morning for a long run, 
a car that works reliably, not being on hold forever 
with Comcast.  But whether filled with big things or 
little things, the practice of reflecting, naming, and 
actually giving thanks for these things has been 
transformative. As I became more and more aware of 
the many blessings in my life, I found that I was more 
inclined to offer a prayer of thanks, and more inclined 
to want to share a blessing of some kind with another 
person. And it seems that my experience isn’t unique; 

a great deal of research suggests that regular 
expressions of gratitude yield many benefits, 

including a stronger immune system, lower blood 
pressure, higher levels of positive emotions, and the 
desire to be more helpful, generous, and 
compassionate towards others.2 

 
As people of faith, we are called to gratitude through 
God’s command, and through an awareness of God’s 
generosity towards us; but, in the process of being 

grateful, I think we’ll find that we, too, are blessed, 
and even transformed. To that end, I hereby 
“nominate” our congregation to the practice of 
gratitude, not for five days, but for every day. 
Beginning in October and continuing into November, 
we will have ample opportunities in worship and 
fellowship to name and give thanks for the many 
blessings God has bestowed upon us, but I encourage 
you to try keeping a gratitude journal at home as well: 
each day, name three to five things for which you are 
grateful, and see, if over the course of time, you aren’t 
transformed into a more grateful and generous 
disciple of Jesus. 
 
Joining us in this journey of gratitude, Pastor Sharron 
Blezard (who serves as Assistant to the Bishop in our 
synod) will be with us on October 12 to preach God’s 
Word, bring greetings from the synod office, and lead 
a forum on “thanks-living”, as together we consider 
the riches of God’s grace, and our call to live every 
day in response to God’s 
abundance.  I hope you’ll be 
able to join us, and am forever 
grateful for your partnership 
in ministry. 
 
In hope, 
 
Pastor Caitlin 

 
1 As of September 16, this social media phenomenon had 
raised $113.6 million for research!! 
2 

Emmons, Robert, PhD, http://greatergood.berkeley.edu/
article/item/why_gratitude_is_good 
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Leadership Ledger 
Executive Summary Report: 

Council has agreed to hold three café sessions to address congregation members’ comments and concerns of 

potentially offering a combined summer worship service in 2015. The proposed combined summer worship 

service would begin Memorial Day weekend in May and end on Rally Day in September 

The dates and times for the remaining two café sessions are: 

Sunday, October 5 at 5:00 pm accompanied with a light supper 

Thursday, November 6 at 7:00 pm accompanied with light refreshments 

Three council representatives will be at each session to provide support and answer 

any questions congregation members may have.  We hope that you will take the 

opportunity to express any comments or concerns that you may have on this partic-

ular topic.  A written summary of each Café Session will be added to the church 

newsletter. Everyone’s comments would remain anonymous and the discussions 

would be documented for the congregation’s review. 

Leadership Council Points of Contact.   Do you have an idea, issue or concern but don’t know whom to ad-

dress it to?  Well, this is just what you are looking for!! Here are the various committee  chairs and 

“responsible council members.”  

Group  Chair   Responsible 

     Council Member 

 

Education  Laura Wills   Terri Laquitara 
Evangelism Kathy Burson  Rose Hlavac 
Finance  Matt Schroeder  Bill Wills 
Personnel  Tom Burson  Rose Hlavac 
Property Bob Hansen  Dan Lebo 
Social Ministry    Pastor Caitlin 
Stewardship Lela Ewell  Rose Hlavac 
Wholistic Health Freda Wentz  Marla Hansen 

Group   Chair  Responsible 

     Council Member 
 
Worship & Music Beth Lengel Rose Hlavac 
Youth and Family   Noah Wills 
Apple Festival  Carol Clelland   
El Salvador  Rev. Don Seiple Bill Rowe 
HUG   Marla Hanse Beth Horne 
Facilities Development Tom Burson Terri Laquitara 
Armed Forces Fund Stacy Schroeder  
Boy Scouts  Bob Hansen 

Mark your calendars for the Annual Congregational Meeting…which, this year, 

will be an Annual Congregational CELEBRATION! We will gather on Sunday No-

vember 16 at noon for a potluck meal, which will be followed by a time of thanks-

giving as we celebrate the work God has done through us this past year and a time of 

planning as we prepare for the future by electing leaders to lead us, and adopting a 

spending plan for the coming year. Please plan on joining us for this time of looking 

back, and leaping forward. 

Opportunity to Meet with Bishop Dunlop 
Bishop Dunlop is on the road again and coming to a congregation near you.  This year, in addition to bringing you news 
about events and happenings across our synod, Bishop Dunlop will be leading a study on the ELCA document “The Use 
and the Means of Grace” and facilitating a conversation about communion practices in the ELCA and how that informs 
who we are as Lutheran Christians. Join Bishop at one of this year’s Conversations to discuss this central issue of our 
faith and practice. 

Sunday October 19 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

32 East Main Street, Mechanicsburg 
3:00—5:00pm 



 

New Spirit October 2014 New Spirit October 2014 New Spirit October 2014 (3) 

Faith Formation at St. Stephen 
St. Stephen to Participate in "One Synod, One Book" 
 
From the September 3 Carings and Sharings: 
“When it comes to studying and learning how to be a better church, wouldn't it be great if 
everybody in the synod was on the same pages - literally? That's the idea behind "One 
Synod, One Book" - to lift up thought-provoking books that we can all look at together. 
Quarterly throughout the year [our synod] will suggest a book that challenges us to 
grow… 
 
This quarter's book is Finding God in a Bag  of Groceries, by Laura Lapins Willis. The 
book describes how while working in a food pantry she "discovered a world of neighbors 
she never knew: the lonely, unemployed, chronically poor families, and middle-class folks 
surprised to be struggling in a great recession. To each, she offered a bag of groceries, a compassionate ear, 
and a heart of love. And from each, Laura learned about her own hunger for God, realizing her calling card--
a bag of groceries--could change lives, including her own." 
 
If you are interested in participating in a conversation about this book (likely sometime in November), please 
let Pastor Caitlin know by October 15. We will place a group order if there is interest.  

Education Ministry 

Did You Know? 
Our Library/Resource Center has nearly 500 books available for 
your use! Pat Seiple has kept our Library/Resource Center       
running for many years. We have books on many topics - every-
thing from baptism to grief, from stress to women in the Bible. 

You can search the books in person or online (go to the Library/
Resource Center page on our web site). To check-out a book, sign 
and date the card in the back of the book and place it in the small 
purple holder on the wall under the Psalm quote. To return the 
book, place it in the large purple holder beside the check-out con-

tainer. While we don't have strict "due dates," we do suggest a check-out time of 4 weeks or less. 

Enjoy your Library! If there are topics you'd like to see that we don't currently have, please see Pat Seiple or 
Laura Wills  

 

Reformation Sunday 
 
On Sunday, October 26 we will be celebrating Reformation Sunday. 
We will be learning more about the Reformation during an all-ages 
program at 9:30 a.m. that day. See you there! 
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El Salvador 
ASSISTING A SALVADORAN CHURCH WHOSE DOORS ARE OPEN 

 

Iglesia La Resurrecion Lutheran in downtown San Salvador is commonly known as “the Bishop’s 
church.”  It is where Bishop Medardo Gomez presides over weekly services and preaches each 
Sunday.   Like any other edifice its age, this church has been subject to structural decay.  A poor 
country with a poor population tends to use its limited financial resources for its missions rather 
than fixing leaks in the roof.  Finally time has taken a toll and major renovations are no longer op-
tions, but absolute necessities. 

Some passionate members of its 
congregation are committed to 
fund-raising in order to address 
these much- needed repairs.  Our 
committee offered to donate a 
small amount toward the cause.  
We took a check along on our last 
trip and presented it to Bishop 
Gomez. 

 

While work is being done on the 
church the congregation is wor-
shipping in another building 
across town.  Like La Resurrec-
cion, it is located in a busy neigh-
borhood in center city with much 
foot traffic.  Doors are wide open 
welcoming to passersby.  The 

church ministers to its neighbors by providing social services they need.  The day we visited a 
makeshift dental clinic was set up in the sacristy in the back of the church.  Lines of people of all 
ages were orderly, respectful, and grateful for the free help the church offered.   

 

The sanctuary was available for anyone who wanted to pray.  Another area was set up for youth to 
play music or just chat.  One of the youth asked for permission to set up an art studio in an unused, 
dirty storage area upstairs.  He was delighted to receive permission and gladly cleaned it up and 
opens it two days a week for visitors to purchase his handmade crosses.  He donates most of his 
earnings toward the church.  The youth group started a Latin drumming group which has grown in 
size and popularity and keeps the kids off the streets in a safe environment away from gangs.   

 

The church is more than a place of worship on Sunday morning.  It serves its neighbors every day 
of the week using every inch of space to provide for a myriad of needs, activities, and creative us-
es.  It is the center of life.   

 

We are happy to support a church that knows that a church with open doors can open people’s 
lives. 

"DENTAL CLINIC IN SACRISTY OF CHURCH" 
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Social Ministry 
Help us stock the freezer with meals for families in need of some TLC.  Social 
Ministry is sponsoring another “Freezer Cooking Extravaganza” event on the morning of 
Saturday, November 1. This is a wonderful way to give back to the community and try a 
new dinner at home! Each person who signs up for the event will bring ingredients to 
make three (small) dishes of a favorite dinner recipe. You’ll assemble the meals together 
with other members of the congregation. Two of these dishes will go into the freezer in 
the basement to be distributed to families who are in need of a hot meal and sign of love 
and compassion in the months to come. One of the meals will go home with another 
participant while you take home a meal someone else prepared. If you have questions, or 

want to sign up, contact Sally John.Sign-up is first-come, first-served, with a limit of ten participants 
 

Do you have a college or graduate student in your family? Social Ministry will once 
again be sending care packages to all our post-high school students. If you have an 
address to pass along, please email the office (office@ststephenlc.org) AND Sally John 
(beachdogs4@verizon.net). Thanks!  

 
THANK YOU for your help with Operation Christmas Child! At the end of October, the 
children of St. Stephen will gather to pack these boxes full of all the goodies you’ve brought 
in this year. We expect to pack 50 boxes thanks to your generosity!   

GIVING TREE (formerly known as the Angel Tree).  This is a ministry of New Hope Ministries in which 
St. Stephen has participated for many years.  Ornaments with suggested gift ideas will be 
available beginning October 5th on a tree in Fellowship Hall. You are invited to take one, 
two, three (or ten!) of these ornaments, purchase the gifts, and return them, unwrapped, to 
St. Stephen by Sunday, November 23. The gifts will then be delivered to New Hope Min-
istries, where qualified families will be able to shop for their loved ones. This year, there 
is a high demand for Teen, Men, Household and Plus Size Clothing items, suggestions for 
which will be written on the ornaments.   
If you have questions, contact Lynne Immell at 486-5119 or 448-0076. Thank you for helping to share 
Christmas JOY with those in need. 

We welcome to worship, Pastor Sharron Blezzard, Assistant to the Bishop in the Lower Susquehanna 

Synod! On Sunday, October 12. Pastor Blezzard is the West Shore Conference’s liaison to our synod staff, 
and will be with us on October to listen, to learn, and to worship. During our Sunday school hour, Pastor 
Blezzard will lead an adult forum on “thanksliving”, or, approaching each day with the per-
spective that all we do, every decision we make, has to do with our response to God’s abun-
dant gifts. Please plan to join us for this important morning of connecting with the larger 
church face-to-face. Pastor Blezzard will also join us for Rejoicing Spirits in the afternoon.  

Connecting with our Synod 
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“God Forgives” 

 
Psalm 103:8-13,17  The Lord is kind and merciful  He is patient and full of love. 

He does not always criticize. He does not stay angry with us forever. 

We sinned against him but he didn’t give us the punishment we deserved. 

His love for his followers is as high above us as heaven is above the earth. 

And he has taken our sins as far away from us as the east is from the west. 

The Lord is as kind to his follower  as a father is to his children. 

 
What a workout!  Literally!  This month’s music included “Father Abraham” (remember “right arm, left arm”) 
and “Hallelu, Hallelu” … we were definitely not only making joyful noises, but by the end, some of us were 
doing a bit of huffing and puffing as well!  But such fun.   
 
Ben was our reader for the beautiful words of Psalm 103.  And athen we were definitely ready to SIT and lis-
ten to Pastor Caitlin’s message.  It was wonderful.  She read us a story from “Momma Do You Love Me.”  We 
compared Mom’s love to God’s love.  And even though the little girl in the story could think of all sorts of 
ways to make her Mom angry, sad or scared there was nothing she could do that would stop her Mom from 
loving her.  And so it is with God.  No matter what we do, nothing will ever stop God from loving us! 
 
Thank you to our special volunteers this month including Ben and Sybil who led us in the Lord’s Prayer! 

Please include our RS Prayer Requests with yours this month: 

• Ben – Prayed for his Dad’s step mom who recently had cancer surgery, and for his girlfriend’s dad. 

• Beth – For an infant who is not getting enough nutrients, and the family 

• Pastor Caitlin – Thanked God for loving us and the opportunity to be together; and for our military person-

nel and their families. 

• Karen – 10/15 

• Stanley – 8/9 

• Devon – 8/16 

• Amanda - August 

• Linda - 9/18 

• Shance -9/14 

Please keep our birthday rejoicers in your prayers: 

Please consider supporting RS by donating 
some fellowship food items for our service.  
Contact the Phelps at:  761-3423 or              
ebphelps@comcast.net if you are able to       
donate chips, pretzels, cupcakes, cookies,    
yogurt (for our members with swallowing diffi-
culties), or drinks. 

 

Come Rejoice With Us! 

October 12th 

3:45 p.m. Pre-Worship Sing-Along  

4 p.m. Service 
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Worship Life 

Save the date for the Community Thanksgiving Service On Tuesday, November 25 at 
7:00 PM, we will once again be worshiping with our brothers and sisters from Trinity United 
Methodist Church in a joint Thanksgiving Service. Trinity will host the service this year, and 
Pastor Caitlin will serve as preacher.  will be the preacher.  

Join us as we give thanks for all our blessings 

PHOTOS NEEDED FOR ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

On November 3, the Church celebrates All Saint’s Day: a day set aside to remember and 
celebrate the saints who are among us, and the saints who have gone before us. As we 
celebrate the saints, we give thanks that, in the waters of baptism, God has made each of 
us holy, and declared each of us to be “saints”, even as we remain sinners. This year, as 

part of our celebration of the saints,, we would like to collect photos of saints near and 

dear to us, who are members of previous or present generations. If you have a photo, or 
photos, to share of loved ones to be included in this presentation, please email them to 
pastor@ststephenlc.org or drop off a copy in the box on the Welcome Center.  Thank 
you for being a part of this celebration, as we remember the saints among us, give 
thanks for their witness, and learn from their faith.  

" I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth." (1 Corinthians 3:6)  

For nearly 250 years, the congregation of St. Stephen Lutheran 
Church has gathered for worship, service, fellowship, and 
learning. Over these years, we've seen many people come and 
go. We receive men and women who have been formed in faith 
and service in other places, and we send forth men and women 
to live lives of faith and service in other places. Often, we don't 
get to hear where they end up, or how their time at St. Stephen 
influenced the rest of their lives. But, sometimes, our paths cross 
years later, and we do get to reconnect, and hear about the work 
God has done in the mean time. A few weeks ago, I (Pastor 
Caitlin) had the opportunity to do just. As you know, I'm co-
teaching a course at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Gettysburg this fall, and after our first class, a man named Kyle Warfield came to say "I'm Kyle, and I grew 
up at St. Stephen". He went on to share how his years at St. Stephen nurtured his faith and taught him about 
the power of community. After a career working in communication and marketing at Unisys, Kyle has 
answered God's call to return to school, in preparation for becoming a diaconal minister in the Lutheran 
church, specializing in church communication and marketing. The faith formation Kyle received at St. 
Stephen, years ago, is yielding a harvest in ways no one likely imagined. My conversation with Kyle was a 
profound reminder of the unity we share in Christ, and how our congregation is just one of many within 
Christ's church. As we discern where and how God is calling us to serve, may we never forget that we are 
just the seed-planters. God alone gives growth, often in ways we could never imagine.   
                 ~Pastor Caitlin 

Blast from the Past 
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Apple Festival 2014 

APPLE FESTIVAL TIME IS COMING!!!!   

 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18th, 2014 

In a few days our church grounds will be buzzing with activity with our annual  Apple 
Festival.   For 44 years our congregation has celebrated fall with apple butter making and 
all the associated activities. 

Once again,  this year we will be making apple butter, soup, Barbeque, breads, pies, dumplings (as donat-
ed by Calvary Lutheran Church) and as well have our crafts table.  The quilt this year, “Tropical Dreams,” 
is queen sized and is pieced batik fabric in pinks, blues and turquoise  according to the description given 
by Gerry Denison and Delores Lebo.   The auction of this lovely all handmade work of art will be at 1:30 
on Festival day.  Also the basket raffle will be held at the quilt auction. 

This year will  feature booths from local ministries and displays 
from both of our township fire departments.  The Central Pennsyl-
vania Blood Bank Mobile will be on hand to accept donations as 
well.   Other new activities this year will be a prayer petition wall 
and a cake walk.  

  The sign- up sheets will still be available after church the 
first Sunday in October  for you to decide how you would like 
to help.  There are so many varied opportunities for all to par-
ticipate and join in our fellowship.  From apple snitzing on the 
evenings of Thursday and Friday before the festival, soup 
preparations on Thursday morning, help with bread and pie 
baking on Friday, stirring apple butter Saturday early a.m. , 
kitchen help and food sales on Saturday to the clean-up Satur-
day afternoon---there is a task for you.  Several other areas will need help and all these will be on sign up 
lists.   Look for weekly updates and reminders in the bulletins and on the web page. 

Donations are appreciated and should be put on the stage in Fellowship Hall-—there will be marked box-
es. 

Handmade crafts to be sold on our congregation craft table---contact Julie Grove 486-7724 
for information. 

Theme baskets or basket donations for our basket raffle. 

Would you bake pies for the bake shop?  Pie pans are available on the kitchen counter at the 
church.   They can be brought in Friday, October 17th or early Saturday, October 18th.  The 

Bake Shop will be the last classroom on the left on the first floor of the education 
wing. 

 

This will be a fun apple festival.  There will be our faithful Boy Scout troop, the 4H 
Creative Expressions group, our youth group and all of you to provide fellowship and 
help for our community.  All proceeds are for local benevolence.  

 

Your Apple Festival Chairpersons, 

Carol & Ken Clelland and Karen  & Biff Healy 



 

New Spirit October 2014 New Spirit October 2014 New Spirit October 2014 (9) 

Serving Our Community 
FREE Congregational Community Meals 

These meals are intended to bring members of our congregation 
together with members of the local community, in order to nourish 
all who hunger with physical, spiritual, and relational food.  

We hope YOU will join us for these meals, and that you will help us 
spread the word by inviting your neighbors and co-workers, hanging 
flyers, and passing out postcards.  

These meals have already been held, and were great fun:  

• Saturday, June 21: Fed 80. Sponsored by Worship and Music.  

• Saturday July 19: Fed 91. Sponsored by our Youth. 

• Saturday August  16: Fed 67. Sponsored by our Council. 

• Saturday September 20 Fed 87 Sponsored by Wholistic Health. 

These remaining meals for 2014 will be held:   

• Saturday October 18 (in conjunction with the Apple Festival) Note: Time will be 9-2 PM 

• Saturday November 22 Sponsored by Social Ministries 

• Saturday December 20 (with a visit from St Nick!) Sponsored by Evangelism  

Questions? Contact Pastor Caitlin or Kathy Burson.  
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The personnel committee is actively searching for a new Youth and Family Ministries 

Director. In the mean time, Pastor Caitlin and a handful of adults within the congregation 

are planning youth activities. If you have a lead on a new candidate, or would like to help 

out in the meantime, please see Pastor Caitlin.  

 

The advertisement is as follows: 

Youth and Family Ministry Director Position...St. Stephen is seeking applicants for the part-time position 

of Youth and Family Ministry Director. The applicant should have at least three years experience developing 

and directing youth ministries. The applicant should have a certified lay professional degree or certificate 

issued by an ELCA-approved religious school; or willing to obtain. A detailed job description is available on 

request or at the church web site, StStephenLC.org. Submit resume to Tom Burson, Personnel Committee, c/o 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. It may also be emailed to 

employment@StStephenLC.org. 

Youth and Family Ministries 

Club Joy Jr: October 26 at Noon 

All elementary aged children (and preschoolers with parent) are invited to 

join us for lunch, Bible study, and a service project as together we work to 

prepare the Operation Christmas Child boxes for shipment.  Please let Pastor 

Caitlin know if you’ll be able to attend...we need all the help we can get! 

Out and About in New Kingstown! 
Did you know that St. Stephen has a church cemetery? 

 
It is Longsdorf Cemetery, which gets its name from the original name of the church. It is 
located south of New Kingstown on N. Locust Point Rd. on the left (east) soon after you 

cross the railroad tracks. 
 

It is managed by the Longsdorf Cemetery Association whose governing board is made up 
of church members.  Lots are available for purchase, and they can be purchased by contact-

ing the custodian, Guy Eckert, at 795-9107. 
 

Information or questions can be directed to  
Marty Baim, president, at 697-1925 or  

Tom Burson, secretary/treasurer, at 790-9393. 
 

The governing board is also seeking to add new members. It generally meets once per year 
to review and act on cemetery business. If you would like to volunteer or nominate some-

one, please contact either Marty or Tom. 
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Name Comments 

John Teitman Military & former pastor of St. Stephen. 

Sarah Wyche Military 

LyNette Clements Very weak (Kathy Burson’s mother) Keep On! 

Dan Schillinger Seizures (Sandy Granberg’s Brother) Keep On! 

Clara Schillinger Alzheimer’s (Sandy Granberg’s Mother) Keep On! 

Adryon Marrero-Boyd Military.  Keep On!. 

Jacob Smith Deployed to Afghanistan.  Keep On! 

Bob Lamp Alzheimer's—Keep On! 

Sharon Lamp Caring for Bob Lamp—Keep On! 

Hen & Gen Yohn Keep On! 

Tom Toone Cancer patient; undergoing chemotherapy—Keep On! 

  

Rev. Karen Minnich and 
Rev. Tim Sadler 

Pastor Karen has been diagnosed with ovarian cancer recently, had surgery and now she 
is recovering in rehab until tomorrow (9/12) when she comes home.  Her chemo will 
begin shortly.    

Family friend of Mary Zook Mary asks that we pray for a family friend diagnosed with a tumor in his lung.  They 
cannot operate due to his health and his light weight.  He was not approved to try an 
unapproved drug, and now will have to have a heart cath to see if his heart is healthy 
enough to do chemo or radiation.  Mary's thoughts and prayers are with his family at 
this difficult time.  

Deb Fetter Please keep Deb Fetter, friend of Peggy Weigel, in your prayers.  She fell and has a torn 
rotator cuff.  She is in a lot of pain and will be having out-patient surgery this Friday. 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Hospital Admissions 

Please let the church office and/or Pastor Caitlin know when you or a loved one be-

comes a patient in the hospital or other health care facility. Federal HIPAA regula-

tions do not permit health care providers to release personal information such as this 

without your expressed permission and none of the area health care facilities contact 

us about your admission. A phone call to either the church office (766-2168, during 

Office Hours) or to the Pastoral Care number (220-3239, at any time) will help the 

Pastor respond to you with care, prayer, and support. 

 St. Stephen Prayer Chain Did you know that, in addition to the prayers printed in your bulletin, our con-
gregation has an email prayer chain?  This email list receives and sends out prayer requests whenever mem-
bers hear of a person or family in special need of prayer, and we want YOU to be a part of it!  If you would 
like to be added to the  email distribution list (to receive requests), please email Becky   Rensel 
(becren2007@gmail.com). If you would like to add a prayer to the prayer chain, please email Becky, or   
Pastor Caitlin (pastor@ststephenlc.org) or call the church office. Thank you for your partnership in this min-
istry!  If you would rather receive a phone call than an email, please call Becky (766-6478) and she will add 

you to the phone tree! 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Grace Stoner October   Mary Zook 17-Oct 

Bob Conrad 1-Oct  Nicole Grove 20-Oct 

Jeffrey Holtz 3-Oct  Hayden Krausse 20-Oct 

Sue Rodgers 3-Oct  Isaac Kuhn 23-Oct 

Terri Laquitara 4-Oct  Jennifer MacMurtrie 23-Oct 

Rejenia Lewis 10-Oct  Melinda Bailey 24-Oct 

Julie Grove 11-Oct  Ginny Buzilow 24-Oct 

Thomas Reasner 11-Oct  Howard Wyland 24-Oct 

Albert Lewis 12-Oct  Crystal Houser 27-Oct 

Wendy Brown 15-Oct  Gerald Gordon 29-Oct 

Karen Healy 15-Oct  Taven Grove 31-Oct 

Ryan Healy 17-Oct  Amanda Stover-Jones 31-Oct 

John Montgomery 17-Oct    

Earl & Lorraine Bock 1-Oct 

Gerald & Tina Gordon 1-Oct 

Lori & Darren Shope 2-Oct 

Arla Neitz-Parker & Myles Parker 13-Oct 

James & Christine Gutshall 21-Oct 

David & Carol Shenk 23-Oct 

Jeff & Jessica Hoke 26-Oct 

Howard & Dollie Wyland 27-Oct 
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Thank YOU 
As I begin my second year of study toward becoming an ordained minister, I wanted to take the time to 
thank the congregation for its support of me over the years.  Even before I was a confirmed member of St. 
Stephen (over 10 years ago), the congregation has been supportive and encouraging of me to explore all of 
the ways God has been at work in my life and in the world.  You have been an encouragement for me and 
my faith my entire life.  You were there with me when I was a youth representative to council.  You were 
there when I was serving on the synod Lutheran Youth Organization board.  You supported me and were 
there with me as I walked alongside our brothers and sisters in Haiti.  You strongly encouraged me when I 
was with our brothers and sisters in South Africa.  And now, you are supportive of me once again as I train 
to become an ordained minister. 
 
I thank God for your love, support, and encouragement.  Your faith has sustained me through the rough 
patches in my life.  Your faith has also given me the freedom to explore God’s call in its many forms 
throughout my life so far.  As I begin another academic year, with many thoughts toward the future, it is on-
ly right that I take a step back and thank those through whom God has made this possible for me.  So once 
again, I give thanks to God for St. Stephen. 
 
Mike Lengel 
2nd year M. Div student at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg and congregation member 

Thank You, Altar Guild! 

Each week, members of our altar guild faithfully prepare the bread, wine, and grape juice we use for Holy 

Communion, and clean up when we’re through. They also change the paramounts (banners) according to the 

season of the church year, make sure all the candles are filled with oil and wicks, restock home communion 

kits, and attend to many other details that help make the worship experience run smoothly. Please join in 

saying THANK YOU to these women  and men who dutifully work behind the scenes, each and every week! 

Changes in Newsletter Distribution As part of our ongoing efforts to be 

good stewards (caretakers) of all the resources God has entrusted to us, and 

to effectively communicate news with the congregation in a timely fashion, 

we will no longer be printing and mailing the NewSpirit newsletter to every 

St. Stephen household. Beginning with the October newsletter, we will pri-

marily distribute via email, with printed newsletters available at the Ush-

er’s Station and Welcome Center at the beginning of each month. If you 

don’t have email, or aren’t comfortable with email, please know that print-

ed copies will be available for your pick-up at the beginning of each month.  

Cheryl Neidig 

Korra Neidig 

Mary Zook  

Terri Laquitara  

Suvina Kohlhaas  

Betty Windemaker  

Biff Healy 

Karen Healy  

Marla Hansen  

June Roberto  

Sue Rodgers  

Newsletter Changes This is a NewSpirit Alert!!! 

The next newsletter will be 

the final edition of the year!  

Please be sure to get your arti-

cles into the front office by 

Wednesday, October 15th, 

in the for the November/

December combined edi-

tion. 
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 October 5 October 12 October 19 October 26 

 
8:00 am 10:45 am 8:00 am 10:45 am 8:00 am 10:45 am 8:00 am 10:45 am 

Acolyte Sara Houser Korra Neidig David Herb Mason Haggerty Terri Laquitara Levi Kuhn Kaitlyn Treaster Randy Neidig 

Lector Larry Phillippy Carol Clelland Pat Seiple Julie Grove 
Anna  

McPherson 
Bob Hansen Terri Laquitara Stacy Schroeder 

Cantor Beth Lengel  Art Grove 
Paule3e 

Krewson 
Greg John Lynne Immell Kathy Burson 

Maxine 

Montgomery 

Ma3 

Schroeder 

Communion Sue Rodgers Greg John  Bill Phelps Roger Immell Josh Brown Carolyn Sheaffer Roger Immell 

Ushers 

Marty Baim* 

Alan Gamble 

Glenn Gross 

Earl Bock* 

Victoria Bock 

Biff Healy 

Karen Healy 

Marty Baim* 

Alan Gamble 

Glenn Gross 

Earl Bock* 

Victoria Bock 

Biff Healy 

Karen Healy 

Marty Baim* 

Alan Gamble 

Glenn Gross 

Earl Bock* 

Victoria Bock 

Biff Healy 

Karen Healy 

Marty Baim* 

Alan Gamble 

Glenn Gross 

Earl Bock* 

Victoria Bock 

Biff Healy 

Karen Healy 

Greeter 
Sherry Rudacille 

Sue Rodgers 

Bill & Esther 

Phelps 

Grace Stoner 

Suvina Kohlhaas 

Tom & Kathy 

Burson 
Dan Lebo 

Biff & Karen 

Healy 
 

Rebecca Krausse 

& sons 

Nursery Carrie Lewis  Laura Wills  Laura Treaster  Lori Shope  

Altar Guild Terri Laquitara 

Counters 

Flower  

Delivery 
Terri Laquitara Carol Clelland Rose Hlavac Ronda Kuhn 

Terri Laquitara and Cheryl Neidig 

Assis@ng 

Minister 
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October 2014 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 
11:00 OPUS Luncheon 
6:00p Quilting 
7:00p New Spirit Choir 

2 

9:00a Quilting 
7:00p Apple Festival 
Committee Meeting 

3 
 

4 

9:00 Education Com-
mittee Meeting 

5 
8:00a Worship 
9:30a Sunday School 
10:45a Worship 
2:00p Dulicimers Practice 
5:00p Café Sesssion 

6 

6:00p Social Ministry 
Committee Meeting 
6:30p Boy Scouts 
 

7 
10:00a Bible Study 
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal 
7:00p Jonah Bible Study  

8 
6:00p Quilting 
6:00p Children’s Choir 
7:00p New Spirit Choir 

9 

9:00a Quilting 
6:00p Stewardship 
Committee 

10 
 

11 

BBQ Preparation 

12 

8:00a Worship 
9:30a Sunday School 
10:45a Worship 
3:30p Rejoicing Spirits 

13 

6:30p Boy Scouts 
7:00p Congregational 
Council Meeting 

14 
10:00a Bible Study 
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal 

15 
6:00p Quilting 
6:00p Children’s Choir 
7:00p New Spirit Choir 

16 

9:00a Quilting 
6:00p Snitzing 

17 
6:00p Snitzing 

18 

9:00a Apple Festival 
5:30p Community Dinner 

19  

8:00a Worship 
9:30a Sunday School 
10:45a Worship 
 

20 
6:30p Boy Scouts 
6:30p Evangelism Com-
mittee Meeting 
 

21 

10:00a Bible Study 
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal 

22 
6:00p Quilting 
6:00p Children’s Choir 
7:00p New Spirit Choir 

23 

9:00a Quilting 
24 
 

25 

 

26 

8:00a Worship 
9:30a Sunday School 
10:45a Worship 
 

27 

6:30p Boy Scouts 
7:00p Wholistic Health 
Committee Meeting 

28 

9:00a The Breakfast 
Club 
10:00a Bible Study 
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal 
7:00p Worship & Music 
Committee Meeting 

29 
6:00p Quilting 
6:00p Children’s Choir 
7:00p New Spirit Choir 

30 31  
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St. Stephen Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 266 

New Kingstown, PA  17072 

Phone:  766-2168 

www.StStephenLC.org 

Return Services Requested 

Pastor 
Pastor Caitlin Glass 

pastor@StStephenLC.org 
 

Parish Office Manager 
Kevin Stafford 

office@StStephenLC.org 
 

Youth & Family Ministries Director 

 
youth@StStephenLC.org 

 
Organist 

Steve Pastena 

 
Custodian 

Michael Wogan 

 

Website 

http://www.StStephenLC.org 

Come Worship With Us In SeptemberCome Worship With Us In SeptemberCome Worship With Us In SeptemberCome Worship With Us In September    
(Services at 8:00 am and 10:45 am unless otherwise noted) 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 5 

 

Sunday, October 12 

Rejoicing Spirits service @ 3:30pm 

 

Sunday, October 19 

 

Sunday, October 26: Reformation Sunday 

 


