The Newsletter of the
St. Stephen Evangelical
Lutheran Church

November 2014
“Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.” (1 John 4:11)
On the last page of every The Lutheran magazine, the
presiding bishop of the ELCA, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton,
writes a pastoral epistle. Often these articles include
reflections on the state of the Church, how Christians can
respond to contemporary global events, or how our
Lutheran theology informs daily life. While I commend
each of her articles to your attention, it is Bishop Eaton’s
October article, “See each other as brother, sister” that
seems especially important for all of us to consider.1
In this article, Bishop Eaton reflects on some of the more
difficult conversations she has had throughout her years in
the church. She shares that some conversations are hard
simply because people have differing opinions; but
conversations turn ugly when people begin to question
each other’s faithfulness and character, thus turning the
conversation from the topic at hand to personal attacks on
each other. Unfortunately, I think we’ve all seen this
happen, not only in the church, but in our workplaces,
community organizations, and families. As Bishop Eaton
says, “Suspicion and blame aren’t new….but it seems that
the climate of distrust and accusation in society has
become more heated.” 2
There are all sorts of possible explanations for why this is
true: people feel threatened; we care deeply about
important issues; we are more and more disconnected from
one another; we feel the truth is at stake. Bishop Eaton
writes, “As the tension and volume [of a conversation]
increases, our vision becomes impaired. We are no longer
able to see the other as a brother or sister, someone for
whom Christ died.” The moment we stop seeing one
another as God’s beloved, our ability to speak the Truth in
love is severely inhibited. We say things we later regret.
We hurt the sacred community of which we are a part.
But the Good News is that, in Jesus and by the power of
the Holy Spirit, “There is another way.”

In Martin Luther’s explanation of the Eighth
Commandment, he writes, “We are to fear and love God so
that we do not tell lies about our neighbors, betray or
slander them, or destroy their reputations. Instead, we are
to come to their defense, speak well of them, and interpret
everything they do in the best possible light”. This
alternative way of being is beautiful and generous. In it,
the self is no longer at the center, and the focus is no
longer on justifying or defending one’s own position.
Rather, the focus is on understanding the position of the
other, and affording them the same grace we wish and
want for ourselves. This new way of seeing and being
makes it possible to have these difficult, but faith-filled,
conversations.
While the conversations in our world are often full of
strife, disconnection, and mistrust, we, as a congregation,
are called to model a better way. With prayer and by the
power of the Spirit, we are called to be a community that
encourages dialogue, welcomes questions as questions,
and focuses on the issues at hand without devolving into
personal attack. As we go about our daily lives, and as we
gather in committee, Council, and congregational
meetings, may we remember, recite, and seek to live
Luther’s explanation of the Eighth Commandment, always
and ever seeing one another as God’s beloved, and
interpreting everything another says in the best possible
light.
In hope,

Pastor Caitlin
1

St. Stephen gladly provides a subscription to The
Lutheran magazine for all who wish to receive it. See page
14 for details. 2Quotations throughout from “See each
other as brother, sister” in The Lutheran Magazine,
October 2014.
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Leadership Ledger
Executive Summary Report:
Church Council met at 7 pm, Monday, October 13, 2014. Following with the Opening Prayer by Terri
Laquitara and approval of September’s meeting minutes;
The following actions were approved by church council
• A revised Key Policy based upon the recommendation from the Property Committee
• A revised Facilities Use Policy based upon the recommendation from the Property Committee
• The 2015 Operations Budget to be presented to the congregation for approval at November’s Annual
Congregational Meeting scheduled for Sunday, November 16, 2014 at 1:00 pm
As always, every member of Council welcomes any questions or comments from the congregation.
Respectfully submitted,
Terri Laquitara,
Council President
The final café session is scheduled for Thursday, November 6 at 7:00 pm accompanied with light
refreshments. Three council representatives will be present to provide support and answer any questions
congregation members may have. We hope that you will take the opportunity to express any comments or
concerns that you may have on this particular topic. A written summary of each Café Session will be added to
the church newsletter. Everyone’s comments would remain anonymous and the discussions would be
documented for the congregation’s review.
Mark your calendars for the Annual Congregational Meeting…which, this year,
will be an Annual Congregational CELEBRATION! We will gather on Sunday
November 16 at noon for a potluck meal, which will be followed by a time of
thanksgiving as we celebrate the work God has done through us this past year and a
time of planning as we prepare for the future by electing leaders to lead us, and
adopting a spending plan for the coming year. Please plan on joining us for this time
of looking back, and leaping forward.
Leadership Council Points of Contact. Do you have an idea, issue or concern but don’t know whom to address it to? Well, this is just what you are looking for!! Here are the various committee chairs and
“responsible council members.”
Group

Chair

Education
Laura Wills
Evangelism
Kathy Burson
Finance
Matt Schroeder
Personnel
Tom Burson
Property
Bob Hansen
Social Ministry
Stewardship
Lela Ewell
Wholistic Health Freda Wentz
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Group
Responsible
Council Member

Chair

Responsible
Council Member

Terri Laquitara
Rose Hlavac
Bill Wills
Rose Hlavac
Dan Lebo
Pastor Caitlin
Rose Hlavac
Marla Hansen

Beth Lengel

Rose Hlavac
Noah Wills

Worship & Music
Youth and Family
Apple Festival
El Salvador
HUG
Facilities Development
Armed Forces Fund
Boy Scouts

Carol Clelland
Rev. Don Seiple Bill Rowe
Marla Hanse Beth Horne
Tom Burson
Terri Laquitara
Stacy Schroeder
Bob Hansen

In this issue of November’s NewSpirit Newsletter you will find notes from the Café Session informal
discussions that were held in September and October.
The topic for discussion was the possibility of having a combined summer worship service in 2015. The
proposed combined summer worship service would begin Memorial Day weekend and end in September on
Rally Day.
The final café session will be held on Thursday, November 6 at 7:00 pm in the fellowship hall with light
refreshments. If you have not already attended a café session but would like to add to the discussion, this
would be the opportunity to do so.
If you are unable to make the final café session but would still like to voice your comment(s) you can reach
out to one of the church council members below and they will anonymously document your comment:
(Contact information is located in the Church Directory)
Pastor Caitlin Glass, Terri Laquitara, (President), Rose Hlavac (VP), Bill Phelps, (Secretary), Frank Roberto,
Josh Brown (Youth), Marty Baim, Marla Hansen, Cheryl Neidig, Lela Ewell, Bill Rowe, Al Lewis (NonVoting Member), and Matt Schroeder (Non-Voting Member)
Church council will prayerfully render a decision on the proposed combined worship service for 2015 at
November’s council meeting based upon the written discussions from the Café sessions in addition to
various comments from congregation members outside of these sessions. The decision will be announced to
the congregation on the following Sunday as part of the Executive Committee Report. This report will also
be published in December’s edition of the NewSpirit Newsletter.
September, and October’s, café session notes, in addition to the various congregation members’ comments
that were presented church council members outside of the café session discussions, will be available in the
2014 Annual Congregation Meeting packet for your information. November’s Café session notes will be
available on Sunday, November 16th in the fellowship hall.
Church council has found these café sessions to be a beneficial way for congregation members to have the
opportunity to discuss topics that may affect them in an informal discussion setting, opening the channels of
communication allowing us to collaborate while enjoying fellowship with one another.
Terri Laquitara,
Council President
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Café Sessions
Café Session #1 September 14, 2014
Q = Question R= Response C= Comment
In Attendance:
Four council members were present: Terri Laquitara, Lela Ewell, Frank Roberto,
and Bill Rowe
Two Non-Members, and ten members
Initial Statement by Council Member(s):
Good afternoon everyone, we would like to thank you for attending this café session. This will be an informal
sit down discussion and there will be no vote. We (council members) are just here to answer any questions that
you have and document anonymously your responses.
Q: Council Member: Do you have any questions for us?
Q: Member: When would the combined summer worship service begin and end?
R: Council Member: The combined worship service would begin Memorial Day weekend and end Sunday,
Rally Day in September.
Q: Member: What time would it begin?
R: Council Member: Possibly 9:00 am or 9:30 am.
C: Member: I like the idea of comprising 9:00 am or 9:30 am
C: Member: The majority of other churches summer worship services are around
9:30 am.
Q: Member: What about Sunday School?
R: Council Member: Sunday School would be held either before or after the combined summer worship service that will be decided by the Education Ministry Committee.
Q: Non-Member: Did anyone do a count on the attendance in the summer?
Q: Council Member: Yes, attendance especially this past August was very low.
C: Member: I think it’s a good idea because we can save on electricity and fixed
costs would go down and increase income.
C: Member: I used to run a business and having a combined worship service
during the summer when attendance is low is the best way to cut cost on expenses and save money.
C: Member: It would be a positive thing to meet people from both congregations.
C: Member: This gives volunteers a break during the summer who volunteer year round.
C: Member: In 1980 we came there was one service many more were attending never had an issue.
C: Member: This could free up staff’s time and getting summer music slots filled due to one service.
C: Member: I’m in favor of a combined summer worship service.
C: Member: Me too, it sounds like a good idea, very practical.
Q: Member: Do we have enough communion trays for a combined worship service?
R: Council Member: Yes, we do.
Q: Council Member: Does anyone else have any additional comments or questions?
R&Q: Member: Yes, will there be other café’ sessions held and do we have to attend those?
R: Council Member: Yes, there will be two other café sessions held: Sunday, October 5 at 5:00 pm with a light
supper and Thursday, November 7 at 7:00 pm with light refreshments. We have provided different dates and
times to hold these café sessions to give everyone an opportunity to attend. If someone cannot attend they have
the opportunity to express their comments or concerns to Pastor Caitlin or any member of church council.
Since you attended this café session you do not have to attend any other sessions.
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Café Session #2 October 5, 2014
Q = Question R= Response C= Comment
Three council members were present: Pastor Caitlin Glass, Rose Hlavac, and Matt
Schroder
Four congregation members attended the café session’s informal discussion.
Q: Where did this idea originate?
R: W&M made the recommendation and submitted it to Council. Council determined they could not make a
decision of this type without discussion with the congregation
Q: Why did W&M make the recommendation?
R: Based on a desire to bring the “two congregations” together. We tried a combined service on the 5th Sundays of the month followed by an intergenerational event. But that wasn’t regular enough and caused significant confusion with congregation and was not even consistently highlighted in services or bulletins or newsletter
Q: What was the lowest summer attendance?
R: 2nd service had 18 one Sunday. During the school year, the services are about equal in size, or late service
may have a few more. During the summer, first service has more. Some late service folks attend first service
and some late service folks just simply do not attend.
Q: Would we save money by Stephen only having to play at one service each Sunday?
R: Stephen is salaried so it doesn’t matter how many services he plays.
Q: Would we save money on utilities?
R: Any savings would be nominal. We didn’t save as much as one would think after the departure of Mechanicsburg Learning Center since we heat the building most of the week, a few hours on Sunday wouldn’t have
much of an impact.
Q: Are we aware of anyone who would be unable to attend due to the time change?
R: Yes. Primarily older members who may need more time getting ready in the morning or perhaps due to
medication schedules, for example.
Q: Have any times been established?
R: No.
C: Discussion Points regarding scheduling:
9 or 9:30 would make most sense for a single service time, if we go to one service
Sunday School...With more youth at 2nd service, they may be more likely to attend a late Sunday School than
earlier. Families may be more likely to skip Sunday School if it is after the service; after worshiping together,
they may head out for family events
Q: Has the synod published anything on the topic.
R: No, but there are other articles. Most say that the more opportunities there are for folks to worship, the
more likely they are to attend and the more likely the congregation is to grow.
Q: Have we talked to the Methodist Church who went to one service?
R: No. It is unknown when they went to a single service.
Q: Could we try this for a summer and go back if it doesn’t work?
R: Yes, but we would need to consider: What is the measure of success? Attendance? Giving? Is 75% good
enough or 100%?
C: Even if a measurement were defined, it would only measure those that attended, we’d need to hear from
those that didn’t attend the combined service
Q: And what about those that don’t return in the fall?
Q: Do we want to commit to being a small church, running a deficit?
R: Tonight’s question isn’t framed with our ministries and mission as the background for the topic.
Q: Should the decision to have 2 services or a single service be driven by our mission and ministries?
Q: Shouldn’t these discussions occur before discussing a single service?
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C: It would be a different discussion if this were an issue regarding lack of volunteers, etc. Then, it becomes
a human resource management discussion.
C: “Sleeping in” is a totally different reason than being unable to attend.
C: We could be relegating our older members to homebound status if a single service doesn’t work for them.
C: Having various literature out there with our service times, it could be confusing to visitors.
C: The worship experience is different with 18 vs a larger number.
C: Maybe 2nd service could just look different. Maybe those in attendance could be asked to serve as ushers, greeters, readers, etc. vs having scheduling volunteers.
C: Simpler hymns for lower attendance services.
C: Having folks sit together vs spread out when attendance is low may help.
C: There is something to be said about stepping out of our comfort zone.
C: We already support different types of worship (e.g., Holden’s Evening Prayer, and Rejoicing Spirits)
C: Liturgy is a work of the people. Service shouldn’t be passive.
C: While the current objective to worship as a single congregation, I haven’t heard a compelling reason to
make that change. Perhaps it may be better to offer combined fellowship opportunities. Food draws people.
And while it isn’t without its own issues, perhaps things like summer breakfast between services is an option.
C: A friend attends a mega church. They have the opposite problem, how to have a family atmosphere when
you are sitting in an auditorium. But, they do that by having a lot of small group opportunities. We have a
lot of small group opportunities: Sunday School, Rejoicing Spirits, Youth, Choir, etc. The hope is that everyone has someplace where they feel they belong.
Q: Who will make the decision?
R: Council, as elected leaders of the congregation will make the decision vs congregational vote. We elected Council to serve as our vision setters.
C: Perhaps this should circle back to W&M for discussion as well.
Annual Congregational Meeting Announcement

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Along with the cooler temperatures, vibrant colors, and the completion of another successful Apple Festival,
comes our annual Congregational Meeting. This year’s meeting will be held on Sunday November 16, 2014 at
1:00 pm.
Prior to our meeting we will have a pot luck luncheon immediately following the second worship service.
If your last name begins with A-H: Bring a salad, I-O: Bring a dessert, or P-Z: Bring a side dish or a casserole.
An Annual Congregational Meeting packet will be available for pick up in the fellowship hall two weeks prior to
our actual meeting. Be sure to pick up a report so you can review the proposed recommendations that will need
your vote.
Committee reports from each of our committees and next year’s annual operating budget will also be in the Annual
Congregational Meeting packet. The highlight of the meeting will be to vote on our newest council members!
As you may be aware, according to our Constitution, “Ten (10) percent of voting members shall constitute a quorum.” Therefore, we need at least 22 confirmed members to constitute a quorum. Please make every effort to attend this gathering.
I hope to see you then. Bring your appetites and enthusiasm!
Yours in Christ,
Terri Laquitara,
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El Salvador
PLANTING SEEDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT – PART 2
In a previous El Salvador newsletter article you read about our encouraging Wilbur (his Anglicized name), actually Wuilver Carrillos, to return to the university
to complete his Lutheran seminary classes.
No sooner did our
article hit Kevin’s
desk than we discovered Wilbur had registered to begin classes in July! Our
committee has agreed
to provide scholarPastors Don & Luis &
seminary student Wilbur
ship funding to help
him. He immediately
wrote to thank us for our support and list the four classes he has been approved
to take as well as one more he hopes to add to his heavy schedule.
It is a privilege to be able to assist this enthusiastic young man who could not
consider continuing his studies without our help. See a portion of his note below.
Many Greetings on behalf of my family. We also wish that the God of life richly
blesses you in your daily work for the construction of the Kingdom of God here
on earth.
I want to tell you that I already received the money you sent me. I have started
to make the procedures at the university as well.
Brother (sister) many thanks for your help. It will be my pleasure to answer any
question that you have for me.
Faithfully yours. Wuilver Francisco Carrillos
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Social Ministry
The GIVING TREE for New Hope Ministries is up and running! Ornaments with
suggested gift ideas are available on the Christmas tree in Fellowship Hall. You are invited
to take one, two, three (or ten!) of these ornaments, purchase the gifts, and return them,
unwrapped, to St. Stephen by Sunday, November 24. The gifts will then be delivered to
New Hope Ministries, where qualified families will be able to shop for their loved ones.
This year, there is a high demand for Teen, Men, Household and Plus Size Clothing items,
suggestions for which will be written on the ornaments.
If you have questions, contact Lynne Immell at 486-5119 or 448-0076. Thank you for helping to share
Christmas JOY with those in need.
Help us stock the freezer with meals for families in need of some TLC. Social Ministry is sponsoring
another “Freezer Cooking Extravaganza” event on the morning of Saturday, November 1.
This is a wonderful way to give back to the community and try a new dinner at home! Each
person who signs up for the event will bring ingredients to make three (small) dishes of a
favorite dinner recipe. You’ll assemble the meals together with other members of the
congregation. Two of these dishes will go into the freezer in the basement to be distributed
to families who are in need of a hot meal and sign of love and compassion in the months to
come. One of the meals will go home with another participant while you take home a meal
someone else prepared. If you have questions, or want to sign up, contact Sally John.Signup is first-come, first-served, with a limit of ten participants
THANK YOU for your help with Operation Christmas Child! Your generosity enabled
us to stuff 50 boxes full of goodies for children. The boxes will be blessed in worship on
Sunday November 16, before being shipped all around the world.

Evangelism
FREE Congregational Community Meals
These meals are intended to bring members of our congregation
together with members of the local community, in order to nourish
all who hunger with physical, spiritual, and relational food.
We hope YOU will join us for these meals, and that you will help us
spread the word by inviting your neighbors and co-workers, hanging
flyers, and passing out postcards.
These meals have already been held, and were great fun:
Saturday, June 21: Fed 80. Sponsored by Worship and Music.
• Saturday July 19: Fed 91. Sponsored by our Youth.
• Saturday August 16: Fed 67. Sponsored by our Council.
• Saturday September 20 Fed 87 Sponsored by Wholistic Health.
These remaining meals for 2014 will be held:
• Saturday October 18 (in conjunction with the Apple Festival) Fed Very Many!
• Saturday November 15 Sponsored by Social Ministries
• Saturday December 20 (with a visit from St Nick!) Sponsored by Evangelism
Questions? Contact Pastor Caitlin or Kathy Burson.
•
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Education Ministry
"Did Martin Luther Value Christian Education?"
YES! Martin Luther believed so strongly in Christian education that he spent his life helping people learn about their faith. Once he'd completed his own education, he began teaching in a university and continued throughout his days, teaching, preaching, and writing.
Luther seemed especially interested in teaching children and young people, urging that they
be helped to memorize Scripture, recommending such verses as Matthew 5:11 and 25:40,
John 1:29, Galatians 5:13, and Hebrews 12:6. Remembering that Jesus, in order to reach
people, became a person himself, Luther added, "If we wish to train children, we must become children with them. Would to God that such child's play were widely practiced. In a short time we
would have a wealth of Christian people whose souls would be enriched in Scripture and in the knowledge of
God" (Theodore G. Tappert, ed., Selected Writings of Martin Luther [Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1967], 402
-403).
Luther believed that Christian education belongs also in the home and prepared the Catechism for parents to
teach their children. Luther always seemed to be looking for new ways to share the good news. He translated
the Bible into German so all the people, not just the scholars who knew Latin, could read it. He wrote numerous hymns so people could sing their faith as they went about their daily lives. And he entered discussions
and debates to proclaim a clearer understanding of the Christian faith.
Luther used an invention of his day--the printing press--to spread his articles and books on faith far and wide.
He continued to study the Scriptures himself to nurture his personal faith growth and to better teach others. - by Barbara Jurgensen in Parish Teacher, copyright 1994 Augsburg Fortress
We recognize that faith itself is a gift from God, and it is a gift that God intends for us to deepen and put into
practice in our daily lives in his world. As such, the gift of faith never stops growing; it needs nurturing and
encouragement throughout life. It is at this point that the various Christian educational offerings at St. Stephen can help.
Sunday Church School, Bible studies, Confirmation class, Vacation Bible School, church camping, special
programs--all these activities help members of the faith come to a fuller understanding of all that God has
done and continues to do for us, essential beings in God's world. These programs add depth to our personal
levels of faith; at the same time they prepare each of us--from the youngest child to the most mature adult--to
spread the Word of God's saving grace through his Son and our Lord, Jesus Christ to all we encounter in our
daily lives.
The Educational Ministries Committee strives to provide many educational opportunities for the congregation
and we encourage you to try something new this month!
Advent Sup-N-Study Bible Study: “Mary Had a Baby”, based on African American Spirituals
Prepare your heart, home, and mind for Christmas with this four-week study that uses
beloved African American spirituals as a springboard for learning and growth. Together, we
will share in a simple soup-and-bread dinner, and then dive into the Word of God revealed in
scripture, conversation, and the lyrics of these four hymns: Mary Had a Baby”, “Rise up,
Shepherd and Follow”, “Children, Go Where I send Thee”, and “Go, Tell it on the Mountain”.
We will gather on for supper, study, and conversation on Tuesdays, December 2nd, 9th,
16th, and 23rd. Dinner will begin at 6:30 PM, with Bible study following at 7:00 PM. The
Bible study will also be offered at 10:00 AM on these Tuesdays. All are welcome.

New Spirit November 2014 (9)

“God’s Party”
Matthew 22: 1-14 Jesus responded by speaking again in parables: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared
a wedding party for his son. He sent his servants to call those invited to the wedding party. But they didn’t want to come.
Again he sent other servants and said to them, ‘Tell those who have been invited, “Look, the meal is all prepared. I’ve
butchered the oxen and the fattened cattle. Now everything’s ready. Come to the wedding party!” ’ But they paid no attention and went away—some to their fields, others to their businesses. The rest of them grabbed his servants, abused
them, and killed them.
“The king was angry. He sent his soldiers to destroy those murderers and set their city on fire. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding party is prepared, but those who were invited weren’t worthy. Therefore, go to the roads on the edge
of town and invite everyone you find to the wedding party.’
“Then those servants went to the roads and gathered everyone they found, both evil and good. The wedding party was
full of guests. Now when the king came in and saw the guests, he spotted a man who wasn’t wearing wedding clothes. He
said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ But he was speechless. Then the king said to his
servants, ‘Tie his hands and feet and throw him out into the farthest darkness. People there will be weeping and grinding
their teeth.’
“Many people are invited, but few people are chosen.”
Everyone loves a party and Rejoicing Spirits this month was no exception. Check out Bill and Devin setting up our decorations.
Jonathan and Seth did an amazing job as our readers this month. It sure was a long one!
But it only added to the anticipation of what was to come. Pastor Caitlin started her message
by asking what we needed to have a party. A lot of great party ideas were given: balloons,
gifts, cake, and people. Then she gave out all sorts of goodies so we were prepared for our
party. Hats, balloons and more noise makers than you could imagine came out the gift box
she brought to the party. After a celebratory hootenanny, we put the noisemakers away to
listen to the Message.
We talked about how we try to use our good manners when at a party and maybe even dress
up. But, what God cares about for His party for us are our clothes of love. And we gave her
lots of ideas of what dressing up in our clothes of love may look like. We could feed the
hungry and be extra nice helping our families.
And all dressed up in our clothes of love – the hootenanny re-ignited!
Thank you to our special volunteers this month including David, Jonathan, Seth and Devin.
Please include our RS Prayer Requests with yours this month:
• Sara – Prayed for those who could not be with us today
• Gabe – Gave thanks for his Mom, Dad, brother and sister
• Pastor Caitlin - Thanked God for the fields with crops to
feed the hungry and for all those who work in the fields to
harvest our food
Please keep our birthday rejoicers in your prayers:
• Sara – 9/22
Ethan -9/23

Come

Rejoice With Us!
November 9th

3:45 p.m. Pre-Worship Sing-Along

4 p.m. Service

We had a special visitor this month ... be sure to check out Chuck Rhodes’ “Out and About”
on abc27.com a,er October 20th. Search for Rejoicing Spirits.
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Worship Life
PHOTOS NEEDED FOR ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
On November 2, the Church celebrates All Saint’s Day: a day set aside to remember and
celebrate the saints who are among us, and the saints who have gone before us. As we
celebrate the saints, we give thanks that, in the waters of baptism, God has made each of
us holy, and declared each of us to be “saints”, even as we remain sinners. This year, as
part of our celebration of the saints,, we would like to collect photos of saints near and
dear to us, who are members of previous or present generations. If you have a photo, or
photos, to share of loved ones to be included in this presentation, please email them to
pastor@ststephenlc.org or drop off a copy in the box on the Welcome Center. Thank
you for being a part of this celebration, as we remember the saints among us, give thanks
for their witness, and learn from their faith.
Save the date for the Community Thanksgiving Service On Tuesday, November 25 at
7:00 PM, we will once again be worshiping with our brothers and sisters from Trinity United
Methodist Church in a joint Thanksgiving Service. Trinity will host the service this year, and
Pastor Caitlin will serve as preacher. will be the preacher.

Join us as we give thanks for all our blessings
Save the Date: College Reunion Lunch on Sunday December 21. All current high
school and college students, as well as those who have recently graduated, are invited
to lunch with Pastor Caitlin at Middlesex Diner on Sunday December 22. This is an
opportunity to catch up with old friends, share a bit about what life has been like, and
enjoy a FREE meal! More information to come.

Finding God in a Bag of Groceries: Book Group Discussions
Tuesday, January 27 at 10:00 AM and 7:00 PM
St. Stephen is participating in our synod’s “One Synod, One Book” initiative, whereby worshipers in every congregation are invited to read and discuss a common book.
The first book is Finding God in a Bag of Groceries, by Laura Lapins Willis. This easy-toread and remarkably moving book describes Laura’s transformative experience of working
in a food pantry. Through her work, Laura discovers “a world of neighbors she never knew:
the lonely, unemployed, chronically poor families, and middle-class folks surprised to be
struggling in a great recession. To each, she [offers] a bag of groceries, a compassionate ear,
and a heart of love. And from each, Laura [learns] about her own hunger for God, realizing her calling card--a
bag of groceries--could change lives, including her own."
Please join us for a time of conversation, growth, and learning, as we consider: our own hunger for God, the
unexpected ways and places God satisfies our deepest longings, and the ways we are called to serve and share
with the world.
If you would like to order a copy of the book at a subsidized price of $5, please let Pastor Caitlin or Kevin
know by Sunday, November 30.
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Apple Festival 2014
APPLE FESTIVAL REPORT
The 44th annual Apple Festival was held on Saturday, October 18th, 2014. What a glorious day it was-- cool fall weather, a little cloudy but no raindrops until late afternoon. The Singer Band was even able to
play outside to the delight of the crowd.
The festival this year was all about having good fellowship, increasing our outreach emphasis, and
having a few more attractions to hopefully draw more people. All the funds generated from this festival continue to be used for local benevolence. To this extent, it was wonderfully successful. There was plenty of
fellowship within our congregation, evangelism with our neighbors and visitors and outreach with the five service organizations that had displays, our two local fire departments, and the Central Pennsylvania Blood Bank
Mobile. Of course, there was the annual concert by the historic Singer Band who played on the lawn in the
circle, and the Off the Wall Dulcimer group who entertained in Fellowship Hall during lunch. This year the
lunch menu was the same with homemade soup, barbeque, hot dogs and sausages and yummy desserts. All
these food items were available “by donation only” meaning that our patrons paid only what they could. Soup
and barbeque were sold by the quarts and the only leftover items at the end of the day were a few quarts of
soup! As usual, the Bake Shop filled with pies, dumplings, bread and specialty desserts was unbelievably
popular and sold out by the end. The quilt auction was also a highlight with this year’s beautiful quilt called
“Tropical Dreams.”
Continuing traditions this year were: the two snitzing parties, barbeque making party, Thursday soup
making, Friday pie baking, Friday bread baking, the basket raffle with 15 donated theme baskets, the apple
butter making with 3 kettles (one sugar free), the early morning men’s apple butter makers breakfast, the 9
crafts vendors, Shane’s lemonade stand, the church crafts table, the selling of various apples, apple cider, and
of course our fantastic baked goods shop with breads, dumplings, and pies, pies, and pies! New this year was
a cake walk utilizing the Singer Band—it was fun and the children there enjoyed it. Also something new was
the antique apple press demonstrations and a quilting informational table by our own quilters.
Our festival this year ran so smoothly with the outstanding help we had from our own youth group, our
Boy Scout Troop 180 and their leaders, Cub Scout pack 180 and their parents, and the 4-H Creative Expressions members and their parents. These folks cheerfully pitched in and helped in many areas.
The leaders would like to thank Pastor Caitlin Glass for her guidance and vision. We also thank our
committee chairpersons, the many volunteers from our congregation and from Calvary Lutheran Church’s
congregation for all the hard work and many dedicated hours of service provided to make this year’s festival
happen and be successful. We are very thankful for the food supply donations provided by Feeser’s food distributors, Wegman’s grocery store, Bobby Rahal motors, and Giant grocery store. Also there are so many to
thank for “behind the scenes” help in publicity, gathering firewood, procuring supplies, cleaning jars, baking
at home, making posters, baskets, loaning equipment, trips for apples and cider, and collecting everything
from boxes, newspapers and tarps.
As of the writing of this report, the gross funds generated for helping our community in so many ways
should be close to $10,000.00 considering matching funds that Thrivent Lutheran Services have so graciously
donated as in the past.
In Humble Gratitude and Thanks Be to God,
Chairpersons:
Carol and Ken Clelland
Karen and Biff Healy
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Serving Our Community

Youth and Family Ministries
The personnel committee is actively searching for a new Youth and Family Ministries
Director. In the mean time, Pastor Caitlin and a handful of adults within the congregation
are planning youth activities. If you have a lead on a new candidate, or would like to help
out in the meantime, please see Pastor Caitlin.
The advertisement is as follows:
Youth and Family Ministry Director Position...St. Stephen is seeking applicants for the part-time position
of Youth and Family Ministry Director. The applicant should have at least three years experience developing
and directing youth ministries. The applicant should have a certified lay professional degree or certificate
issued by an ELCA-approved religious school; or willing to obtain. A detailed job description is available on
request or at the church web site, StStephenLC.org. Submit resume to Tom Burson, Personnel Committee, c/o
St. Stephen Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. It may also be emailed to
employment@StStephenLC.org.
New Spirit November 2014 (13)

HUG & Wholistic Health
“Diet is a Four Letter Word.”
Eat right
Learn to manage diet restrictions
Prevent health problems
Help kids make better choices
Lean effective weight management
When: November 17th
Where: Fellowship Hall
Time: 7:00pm

All are Welcome

OPUS
Come join OPUS for a day of fund. Our next meeting will be a pre-Thanksgiving meal,
followed by a planning and fellowship time.
Wednesday, November 5, 2014
Time: 11:00am—2:00pm
All are invited and please bring a friend

The Lutheran
DO YOU WISH TO RECEIVE THE LUTHERAN MAGAZINE?
If you wish to continue to receive the Lutheran Magazine in 2015, please let us know. Simply fill out the
form below and place it in the offering, turn it in to the office, or mail it in to the Church.
We request that you make your wishes known by 30 November so we can set up the distribution requirements
by 1 January 2015. You will notice below that there is now an option to receive the Lutheran in digital format
that will be delivered to your email address. We intend to continue to pay for all those who enjoy receiving
this publication.
_______________________________________CUT HERE_______________________________________
YES - I WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE THE LUTHERAN IN 2015
NAME __________________________________
___

I WISH TO RECEIVE IT IN PRINTED FORM

___

I WISH TO HAVE IT SENT TO MY EMAIL ADDRESS
If you want it sent to an email address different than that on file, please provide that address
_____________________________________
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DELIVERED TO MY MAILING ADDRESS

Lord, Hear Our Prayers
St. Stephen Prayer Chain Did you know that, in addition to the prayers printed in your bulletin, our congregation has an email prayer chain? This email list receives and sends out prayer requests whenever members hear of a person or family in special need of prayer, and we want YOU to be a part of it! If you would
like to be added to the email distribution list (to receive requests), please email Becky
Rensel
(becren2007@gmail.com). If you would like to add a prayer to the prayer chain, please email Becky, or
Pastor Caitlin (pastor@ststephenlc.org) or call the church office. Thank you for your partnership in this ministry! If you would rather receive a phone call than an email, please call Becky (766-6478) and she will add
you to the phone tree!
Name
John Teitman

Comments
Military & former pastor of St. Stephen.

Sarah Wyche

Military

LyNette Clements

Very weak (Kathy Burson’s mother) Keep On!

Dan Schillinger

Seizures (Sandy Granberg’s Brother) Keep On!

Clara Schillinger

Alzheimer’s (Sandy Granberg’s Mother) Keep On!

Adryon Marrero-Boyd

Military. Keep On!.

Jacob Smith

Deployed to Afghanistan. Keep On!

Bob Lamp

Alzheimer's—Keep On!

Sharon Lamp

Caring for Bob Lamp—Keep On!

Hen & Gen Yohn

Keep On!

Tom Toone

Cancer patient; undergoing chemotherapy—Keep On!

Steven Ihli

Please remember in your prayers Steven Ihli (Julie Grove's brother) as he resumes treatment for
cancer. We pray for strength, for healing, for wisdom for his doctors and nurses, and for peace in
the midst of it all. Please also keep Steven's family, including Julie and Art, in your prayers as
they watch and wait with him.

Glenn Foxx

Barb Foxx asks us to pray for Glenn Foxx who is in Erie on a job training until the end of the
month

Family and Friends of Dick
Lovell

It is with sadness, and yet great hope in the resurrection, that I share the news that Dick Lovell
(who was a member of our congregation for many years) died early Sunday morning. Please
keep his family and friends in your prayers, especially his wife, Emmy. Information about his
memorial service is listed below.

Tom Denison

Tom Dennison, son of Chick and Gerry Denison, was admitted to the ICU this weekend due to
complications from cancer treatment. Please keep Tom, his wife, Chick and Gerry, and his doctors and nurses in your prayers tonight, and in the days to come. We pray for healing, for
strength, and for peace.

Dan Kuhn

Dan Kuhn (husband of Rhonda Kuhn and father of Lana, Isaac, and Levi) is recovering from
surgery and awaiting test results. Please pray for Dan as he recovers, and for his family as they
watch and wait with him. Pray also for his doctors and nurses as they work to diagnose and cure.

Pray for Jaycee and Brantley

Please pray tonight for the family of Mike Kulikauskas' nephew, Dave. Dave's niece Jaycee
(about 2 yrs) and nephew Brantley (about 4 yrs) were injured in an auto accident in which both
their parents died. Jaycee is struggling to recover from head trauma and remains in the hospital,
Brantley suffered a broken leg and is at home with other family.

Esther Phelps

Please keep Esther Phelps and her family in your prayers today as she undergoes knee replacement surgery this morning. We pray for healing, for strength, for patience, and peace.

Bob

Lynne Immell asks that we pray for friend Bob as he was admitted to Annapolis Hospital for
observation.
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
Richard Sanchez
Devin Sanders
Jean Wiest
Marion Morrison
Lana Kuhn
Jane Tracey
Max Noonan
Larry Baitsell
Dennis Weigel II
Marla Hansen
David Shenk

3-Nov
4-Nov
4-Nov
9-Nov
11-Nov
11-Nov
12-Nov
13-Nov
14-Nov
16-Nov
16-Nov

Bonnie Baim
Elijah Sanchez
William Go'shall
Chick Denison
Brandon MacMurtrie
Harold Bower
Josephine DeHaas
Greg Foxx
Geraldine Rynard
Aaron MacMurtrie
Butch Rowe
Sally Rowe

18-Nov
20-Nov
21-Nov
22-Nov
23-Nov
26-Nov
26-Nov
26-Nov
26-Nov
28-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov

Greg & Barb Foxx
Brian & Marcy Posey
Glenn & Jean Gross
Bill & Ester Phelps
Ken & Carol Clelland
Doug & Jennifer Batcheler
Daniel & Beth Atkins
Philip & Nancy Zullo
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1-Nov
1-Nov
8-Nov
19-Nov
24-Nov
25-Nov
26-Nov
29-Nov

Thank YOU
Dear Friends of St Stephen,
Thank you so much for all the Prayers, Cards, Meals,
Phone Calls and visits. We really appreciate all of the
love
and help you have given us during our recent adventures.
Thank you and God Bless,
Al and Rejenia Lewis

Newsletter Changes

This is a NewSpirit Alert!!!
Contrary to the statement made in the October issue, this issue is the last single edition of the year. The final
combined Newsletter will be December 2014/January 2015. Don’t forget to submit your inputs by November 15trh.
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November 2
8:00 am

10:45 am

November 9

November 16

November 23

November 30

8:00 am

10:45 am

8:00 am

10:45 am

8:00 am

10:45 am

8:00am

10:45am

David Herb

Victoria Bock

Kaitlyn
Treaster

Josh Brown

Terri Laquitara

Levi Kuhn

Sara Houser

Mason Haggerty

Acolyte

Sara Houser

Lector

Alan Gamble

Tom Burson

Laura Wills

Greg John

Roger Immell

Kathy Burson

Sara Houser

Lorraine Bock

Cantor

Beth Lengel

Art Grove

Paule'e
Krewson

Greg John

Lynne Immell

Kathy Burson

Maxine
Montgomery

Ma'
Schroeder

Beth Lengel

Art Grove

Communion

Alan Gamble

Kathy Burson

Bill Wills

Karen Healy

Maxine
Montgomery

Carol Clelland

Terri Laquitara

Art Grove

Sue Rodgers

Tori Bock

Ushers

Mary Zook*
Lenny Zook
Sco' Houser
Beverly Caley

Doug Tobin*
Jordan Brown
Bill Phelps
Rebecca
Krausse

Mary Zook*
Lenny Zook
Sco' Houser
Beverly Caley

Doug Tobin*
Jordan Brown
Bill Phelps
Rebecca
Krausse

Mary Zook*
Lenny Zook
Sco' Houser
Beverly Caley

Doug Tobin*
Jordan Brown
Bill Phelps
Rebecca
Krausse

Mary Zook*
Lenny Zook
Sco' Houser
Beverly Caley

Doug Tobin*
Jordan Brown
Bill Phelps
Rebecca
Krausse

Mary Zook*
Lenny Zook
Sco' Houser
Beverly Caley

Doug Tobin*
Jordan Brown
Bill Phelps
Rebecca
Krausse

Greeter

Bev Caley
Stephanie
Sauve

Ron & Sandy
Diehl

Be'y Windemaker
Pat Lingle

Parker & Pat
Lee

Dean &
Dolores
Lebo

Al & Rejenia
Lewis

Rebecca Rensel
Anna McPherson

Ira & LeeTaylor
Ewell

Marty & Bonnie
Baim

Earl & Lorraine
Bock

Nursery

Caroline
Sheaﬀer

AssisAng
Minister

Laura Wills

Altar Guild

Sue Rodgers

Jane Tracey

Mary Zook & Terri Laquitara

Counters
Flower
Delivery

Laura Wills

Bob & Marla Hansen; Al Lewis
N/a

Rose Hlavac

Esther Phelps

Terri Laquitara

Lorraine Bock

November 2014
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT
1
9:00a Education Committee Meeting
9:00a Freezer Cooking
Day
4:00p Family Fun Night

2
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
2:00p

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Dulicimers Practice
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3
6:30p Social Ministry
Committee Meeting
6:30p Boy Scouts

4
10:00a Bible Study
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
7:00p Stewardship Committee Meeting

5

9
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
3:30p

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

10
6:30p Boy Scouts
7:00p Congregational
Council Meeting

11
10:00a Bible Study
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal

12

16
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship
12:00p Annual Congregational
Celebration

17
6:30p Boy Scouts
6:30p Evangelism Committee Meeting

18
10:00a Bible Study
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
7:00p Worship & Music
Committee Meeting

19

23
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

24
6:30p Boy Scouts
7:00p Wholistic Health
Committee Meeting

25
9:00a The Breakfast
Club
10:00a Bible Study
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
7:00p Thanksgiving
Worship Service @Trinity

26

30
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

11:00a
6:00p
6:00p
7:00p

OPUS Luncheon
Quilting
Children’s Choir
New Spirit Choir

6:00p Quilting
6:00p Children’s Choir
7:00p New Spirit Choir

6:00p Quilting
6:00p Children’s Choir
7:00p New Spirit Choir

6:00p Quilting
6:00p Children’s Choir
7:00p New Spirit Choir

6
9:00a
7:00p

Quilting
Café Session

13
9:00a

Quilting

20
9:00a

Quilting

27
9:00a

Quilting

7

8

14

15
9:30a 4-H Creative Expressions Club
5:30p Community Meal

6:00p Snitzing

21

22

28

29
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St. Stephen Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 266
New Kingstown, PA 17072
Phone: 766-2168
www.StStephenLC.org
Return Services Requested
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Come Worship With Us In November

Pastor
Pastor Caitlin Glass
pastor@StStephenLC.org

(Services at 8:00 am and 10:45 am unless otherwise noted)

Parish Office Manager
Kevin Stafford
office@StStephenLC.org

Sunday, November 2
All Saints Sunday

Youth & Family Ministries Director

Sunday, November 9
Rejoicing Spirits service @ 3:30pm

youth@StStephenLC.org
Organist
Steve Pastena
Custodian
Michael Wogan

Sunday, November 16
Sunday, November 23
Sunday, November 30

Website
http://www.StStephenLC.org
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