
 

 

Worship Assistants 

  January 20, 2019 January27, 2019 

Acolyte Liana Grove Sara Houser 

Lector Sue Rodgers Stacy Schroeder 

Cantor Kathy Burson Maxine Montgomery 

Assisting 
Minister 

Terri Myers Lynne Immell 

Communion Greg John Carol Clelland 

Ushers 

Frank Roberto* 
Steve Read 
Judy Read 
Greg John 

Frank Roberto* 
Steve Read 
Judy Read 
Greg John 

Greeters Lenny and Mary Zook 
Sherry Rudacille 

Sue Rodgers 

Altar Guild Ron and Brenda Kimmel Ron and Brenda Kimmel 

Counters Julie Grove, Tom Burson Julie Grove, Tom Burson 

Nursery Judy Read Cheryl Neidig, Rose Hlavac 

Attendance 
January 13, 2019 

 
Sunday Worship  43 
Sunday School 25+ 
 
Total 78 
 

Our Tithes; January 13, 2019 
 

General $ 1,300.00 
Benevolence $ 597.00 
World Hunger $ 25.00 
 
Total $ 1,922.00 

Other Designated Offerings 
January 13, 2019 

 
ELCA Good Gifts (Fish Farm) $ 253.36 
El Salvador $ 113.00 
Bell Tower Repair $ 20.00 
Youth Director Support $ 10.00 
 
Total $ 396.36 
 
Grand Total $ 2,318.36 
 



 

   

The glory of the Lord is revealed in the 
reading of scripture. People stand at atten-
tion. People weep. People prostrate them-
selves in prayer. The unity of the church is 
another reflection of the glory of God. Most 
gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the per-
son of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse 
the glory of God. 
 

Meditation and Readings for January 27 

 

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10  Psalm 19  
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a   Luke 4:14-21  

 

Sunday, January 27 

9:00am  Worship 
10:30am  Sunday Church School 
 

ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES:  
 
Have you signed up for your spring Lutheran Marriage 
Encounter Weekend? Don't delay--remember that be-
cause we are celebrating 50 years of Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter, we are offering 50% off on all registra-
tion fees for 2019! Whether  your  marr iage is practi-
cally perfect or whether you have some struggles, cou-
ples overwhelmingly report that the Weekend is the best 
thing they have ever done for their relationship! 
 
The 2019 Northeast US spring Weekends are: April 5-7, 
2019 at Country Inn & Suites just off of Hwy 99 in 
State College and April 26-28, 2019 at Heritage Hotel 
Lancaster in Lancaster, PA.  We are also taking res-
ervations for our fall Weekends: October 11-13, 2019 at 
the Hyatt Place Pittsburgh/Cranberry in Cranberry 
Township, PA, and November 1-3, 2019 at Hampton 
Inn Berkshires in Lenox, MA.  
 
Please go to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org 
to see the cost for the Weekend of your choice. Two 
nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies 
are included. Financial assistance is available for those 
in need. Fill out and submit the form, and complete your 
registration with a credit card, or you may choose the 
option to mail a check. For questions, or if you would 
like a brochure mailed to you, please contact Northeast 
US Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & 
Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or fjscham-
ber@comcast.net.  

The Sundays after Epiphany continue to cele-
brate the revelation of the glory of God to us as 
it was made known to the magi and to those on 
Jordan’s banks at the baptism of Jesus—today 
using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over 

God’s people “as the bridegroom  rejoices over the bride.” 
By the power of the Spirit there are gifts galore for everyone. 
In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and see. 
 

Sunday,  January 20 

9:00am  Worship 
10:30am  Sunday Church School 
 

Monday, January 21, Martin Luther King Day 
9:00am  Girls Bake-Off event 
6:00pm  Boy Scouts 
6:30pm  Prayers-n-Stiches 
 
Tuesday, January 22 
9:00am  The Breakfast Club 
 
Wednesday, January 23 
10:00am  Bible Study 
7:00pm  Bible Study 
7:00pm  Choir Practice 
 

Call to Action 
Stewardship Snippet 
January 20 
1 Corinthians 2:4 –Now there are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, 
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, 
but it is the same God who activates all of them in eve-
ryone. 
Everybody has strengths and talents. Steward/disciples 
know that we find optimal joy, peace and fulfillment 
when we are using them for Godly purposes.  What are 
your gifts? How are you using them? 
 
Interested in learning about Communion – what is 
it? Who can receive? What does it mean? How do I do 
it right?  Sign up for our next Communion Class where 
we’ll have a conversation, answer your questions, and 
teach you about the Eucharist.  This is ideal for those 
interested in receiving communion and those who have 
been receiving but want to know more.  The class will 
be Sunday, Feb. 17, at 10:30am.  We’ll meet in the   
fellowship hall.  Please RSVP to Pastor Matthew with 
your intent to participate by Feb. 10 either by email 
(pastor@ststephenlc.org) or phone (717-266-2168).  

The Week Ahead Prepare the Way 



 

 

Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday, 9:00am—2:00pm 
Pastoral Care in Times of Emergency or Crisis.  If you need emergency pastoral care, please call the  St. Stephen 

office at 766-2168 (leave a voice mail if necessary), or call Pastor Matthew at 717-805-7598. 

St. Stephen Disciples 

Prayers This Week 

Social Ministry will be hosting the Freezer Meal Day TODAY.  We will purchase all ingredients ahead 
of time, so we just need folks to help prepare and package the casseroles.  These meals are distributed to 
those in our congregation who are homebound or just returning from hospital stays.  Bring a bag lunch to eat 
after the Sunday Church School hour, and we'll begin preparations after a brief lunch break, at  approximate-
ly 12:15.  If you are interested please sign up in fellowship hall. 



 

   

Pastor:  Pastor Matthew Best 
pastor@StStephenLC.org 
www.pleasepraywith.me  
www.laceduplutheran.com 
@Laceduplutheran—Twitter 
 

Parish Office Manager: Kevin Stafford 
office@StStephenLC.org 
 

Organist and Choir Director: Abby Best 
organist@StStephenLC.org 
 

Custodian: Michael Wogan 
 

Contact Us:  
717-766-2168 

www.StStephenLC.org 
P.O. Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072 
Please visit and like our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephenLC.org.  Here 
you’ll find up-to-minute information, upcoming events 

and activities, and stories of encounters with Jesus 
changing people’s lives.   

Pillars of Faith 

******************************************* 

Saint Sebastian 

 

Almost nothing is historically certain about Sebastian 
except that he was a Roman martyr, was venerated in 
Milan even in the time of Saint Ambrose and was bur-
ied on the Appian Way, probably near the present Basil-
ica of St. Sebastian. Devotion to him spread rapidly, 
and he is mentioned in several martyrologies as early as 
350. 

 

The legend of Saint Sebastian is important in art, and 

there is a vast iconography. Scholars now agree that a 
pious fable has Sebastian entering the Roman army be-
cause only there could he assist the martyrs without 
arousing suspicion. Finally he was found out, brought 
before Emperor Diocletian and delivered to Mauritanian 
archers to be shot to death. His body was pierced with 
arrows, and he was left for dead. But he was found still 
alive by those who came to bury him. He recovered, but 
refused to flee. 

 

One day he took up a position near where the emperor 
was to pass. He accosted the emperor, denouncing him 
for his cruelty to Christians. This time the sentence of 
death was carried out. Sebastian was beaten to death 
with clubs. He was buried on the Appian Way, close to 
the catacombs that bear his name. 

 

Reflection 

The fact that many of the early saints made such a tre-
mendous impression on the Church—awakening wide-
spread devotion and great praise from the greatest writ-
ers of the Church—is proof of the heroism of their lives. 
As has been said, legends may not be literally true. Yet 
they may express the very substance of the faith and 
courage evident in the lives of these heroes and heroines 
of Christ. 
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