
 

 

Worship AssistantsWorship Assistants  

  November 11, 2018 November 18, 2018 

Acolyte Drayce Grove Carly Gordon 

Lector Greg John Beth Lengel 

Cantor Paulette Krewson Lynne Immell 

Assisting 
Minister 

Julie Grove Beth Lengel 

Communion Alan Gamble Laura Wills 

Ushers 

Mary Zook* 
Lenny Zook 
Scott Houser 

Greg John 

Mary Zook* 
Lenny Zook 
Scott Houser 

Greg John 

Greeters Ron and Brenda Kimmel Keith and Melinda Bailey 

Altar Guild Mary Zook and Cheryl Neidig Mary Zook and Cheryl Neidig 

Counters Parker Lee, Rose Hlavac Parker Lee, Rose Hlavac, 

Nursery Judy and Steve Read Cheryl Neidig 

Attendance 
November 18, 2018 

 
Worship  93 
Sunday School 33 
 
Total 126 
 

Our Tithes; November 4, 2018 
 

General $ 6230.50 
Benevolence $ 470.00 
World Hunger $ 30.00 
 
Total $ 6730.50 

Other Designated Offerings 
November 4, 2018 

 
Bell Tower Repair $ 142.24 
Youth Director Support $ 45.00 
Dinner With Friends $ 25.00 
Social Ministries $ 15.00 
El Salvador $ 7.00 
Social Ministries (Via Gift Card) $ 16.25 
  
Total $ 250.49 
 
Grand Total $ 6980.99 
 



 

   

November begins with All Saints Day and 
ends in or near Advent, when we antici-
pate Christ’s coming again. So the read-
ings today tell of the final resurrection and 
the end time. In the turmoil of hope, fear, 
and disbelief that these predictions provoke in us, He-
brews sounds a note of confident trust. Christ makes a 
way for us where there is no way, and we walk it confi-
dently, our hearts and bodies washed in baptismal wa-
ter, trusting the one who has promised. The more we 
see the last day approaching, the more important it is to 
meet together to provoke one another to love. 
 

Readings and Meditations for Next Week 
 

Daniel 12:1-3  Psalm 16  
Hebrews 10:11-25  Mark 13:1-8  

 
Sunday, November 18 
9:00am  Worship 
10:30am  Sunday Church School 
12:00pm  Annual Congregational Meeting 
 
As you greet your neighbors today during worship 
and in fellowship, please take the time to extend a 
hearty welcome to St. Stephen’s newest disciples.  
Dawn Puttt, Tony Corbe, and Ben and Elaine Rapp 
were affirmed into the congregation on Reformation 
Sunday, October 28th.   
 
The Lower Susquehanna Synod is seeking lay people 
to serve as Congregational voting members for the 
2019 Synod Assembly.  We will elect a new bishop 
during this year’s Assembly.  Consequently,  there will 
be a couple of necessary pre-Assembly conference 
meetings to address the business of electing the new 
bishop.  If anyone is interested and would like more 
information, please contact Pastor Matthew or Carol 
Clelland, Council President.   

Widows are visible everywhere in today’s 
readings. Jesus denounces those scribes 
who pray impressive prayers but devour 
widows’ houses. He commends the poor 
widow who in his view gave far more than 

the major donors. Jesus doesn’t see her simply as an 
object of compassion or charity. She, like the widow of 
Zarephath who shares her last bit of food with Elijah, 
does something of great importance. 
 
Sunday, November 11 
9:00am  Worship 
10:30am  Sunday Church School 
 

Monday, November 12 
6:00pm  Boy Scouts 
7:00pm  Congregational Council Meeting 
 
Wednesday, November 7 
10:30am  Bible Study 
7:00pm  Bible Study 
7:00pm  Choir Practice 
 
Saturday, November 17 
5:00pm  Dinner With Friends 
 

Call to Action 
 

This past Sunday we celebrated All Saints Day where 
we remembered our loved ones who have died.  We 
specifically read aloud the names of eight members 
and friends of St. Stephen Lutheran Church.  Unfortu-
nately, Lynette Clements’ name was not read.  I was 
made aware of this during the service and immediately 
felt absolutely terrible about this error.  Kevin and I 
wish to convey our deepest apologies to the Burson 
family as well as the entire congregation for this omis-
sion. While we can’t go back in time to fix this, I can 
pledge that we will be more careful in our preparation 
for All Saints Sunday 2019.  Thank you.  Pr. Matthew 
 
Stewardship Snippet 
Nov. 11, 2018  

Mark 12:43 – Then he called his disciples and said to 
them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in 
more than all those who are contributing to the treas-
ury.” 

One measure of a gift’s true value is the capacity of the 
one who gives it. What do the gifts you now offer God 
in time, talent and treasure really cost you? How might 
you prayerfully improve? 

The Christmas Blessing Tree in up and 
beautifully decorated fellowship hall.  
Please feel free to then take as many 
ornaments and purchase that/those gifts. 
Return the gift(s) unwrapped and place 
the gift(s) under the tree by November 

25th so the gifts can be delivered to New Hope Minis-
tries by their December 3rd deadline. 



 

 

Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday, 9:00am—2:00pm 
Pastoral Care in Times of Emergency or Crisis.  If you need emergency pastoral care, please call the  St. Stephen 

office at 766-2168 (leave a voice mail if necessary), or call Pastor Matthew at 717-805-7598. 

Sgt. Simon Jackson, Carlisle PD, suffering 
from rare form of cancer that is hard to 
treat. 
Bob Novogratz, Bill Rowe’s friend.  Bob is 

recovering from a broken hip. 
Dawn Putt as she begins her new job.  
St. Stephen Disciples 

Prayers This Week 

The monthly Prayer-n-Stiches schedule will change 
over the next couple of months.  The next meeting 
will be Monday, November 26th at 6:30pm.  
(Note, this is a change from November 19th.)  The 
December meeting is cancelled.  The normal, 3rd 
Monday of the month gathering will re-commence 
on Monday, January 21, 2019. 

Great News!!! 
Through the work of the Social Ministries team and with the help of Rose Hlavac, the Lower Susquehanna      
Synod’s World Hunger Committee awarded St. Stephen a $5,000 grant for our “Preparing a Table” project.  
This grant allows the church to expand our Flying J and Dinner with Friends outreach efforts.  It will also 
bolster our ongoing Social Ministry mission.  Thank you to all who made this happen.  Now, let us continue 
to “proclaim boldly the Good News of God’s loving and saving presence in the world.” 

It is never too early to think about order-
ing your annual Christmas poinsettias in 
memory or honor of loved ones.  Order 
forms will be available next week at the 
table in the narthex or from the Welcome 
Center. 

—SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, noon—ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING—  
 

Please plan to attend this important meeting where we will discuss congregational vitality, vote on the 2019    
Mission Plan Proposal, a revised constitution, and elect new members to our council.   Documents of the  
revised constitution, Mission Plan proposal (budget), and committees reports are available on our  stste-
phenlc.org website under news and events-congregation meeting-or printed copies are at the Welcome Cen-
ter for your review.  We will have a pot luck luncheon before the meeting, so please bring a covered dish to 
share. 



 

   

Pastor:  Pastor Matthew Best 
pastor@StStephenLC.org 
www.pleasepraywith.me  
www.laceduplutheran.com 
@Laceduplutheran—Twitter 
 

Parish Office Manager: Kevin Stafford 
office@StStephenLC.org 
 

Organist and Choir Director: Abby Best 
organist@StStephenLC.org 
 

Custodian: Michael Wogan 

 
Contact Us:  

717-766-2168 
www.StStephenLC.org 

P.O. Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072 
Please visit and like our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephenLC.org.  Here 
you’ll find up-to-minute information, upcoming events 

and activities, and stories of encounters with Jesus 
changing people’s lives.   

Pillars of Faith 

******************************************* 

Saint Martin of Tours 
A conscientious objector who wanted to be a monk; a 
monk who was maneuvered into being a bishop; a   
bishop who fought paganism as well as pleaded for 
mercy to heretics—such was Martin of Tours, one of 
the most popular of saints and one of the first not to be a 
martyr. 
 

Born of pagan parents in what is now Hungary, and 
raised in Italy, this son of a veteran was forced at the 
age of 15 to serve in the army. Martin became a    
Christian catechumen and was baptized when he was 
18. It was said that he lived more like a monk than a 
soldier. At 23, he refused a war bonus and told his  
commander: “I have served you as a soldier; now let me 
serve Christ. Give the bounty to those who are going to 
fight. But I am a soldier of Christ and it is not lawful for 
me to fight.” After great difficulties, he was discharged 
and went to be a disciple of Hilary of Poitiers. 
 

He was ordained an exorcist and worked with great zeal 
against the Arians. Martin became a monk, living first 
at Milan and later on a small island. When Hilary was 
restored to his see following his exile, Martin returned 
to France and established what may have been the first 

French monastery near Poitiers. He lived there for 10 
years, forming his disciples and preaching throughout 
the countryside. 
 

The people of Tours demanded that he become their 
bishop. Martin was drawn to that city by a ruse—the 
need of a sick person—and was brought to the church, 
where he reluctantly allowed himself to be consecrated 
bishop. Some of the consecrating bishops thought his 
rumpled appearance and unkempt hair indicated that he 
was not dignified enough for the office. 
 
Along with Saint Ambrose, Martin rejected Bishop  
Ithacius’s principle of putting heretics to death—as well 
as the intrusion of the emperor into such matters. He 
prevailed upon the emperor to spare the life of the    
heretic Priscillian. For his efforts, Martin was accused 
of the same heresy, and Priscillian was executed after 
all.  Martin then pleaded for a cessation of the          
persecution of Priscillian’s followers in Spain. He still 
felt he could cooperate with Ithacius in other areas, but 
afterwards his conscience troubled him about this    
decision. 
 
As death approached, Martin’s followers begged him 
not to leave them. He prayed, “Lord, if your people still 
need me, I do not refuse the work. Your will be done.” 
 
Reflection 
Martin’s worry about cooperation with evil reminds us 
that almost nothing is either all black or all white. The 
saints are not creatures of another world: They face the 
same perplexing decisions that we do. Any decision of 
conscience always involves some risk. If we choose to 
go north, we may never know what would have        
happened had we gone east, west, or south. A hyper-
cautious withdrawal from all perplexing situations is not 
the virtue of prudence; it is in fact, a bad decision, for 
“not to decide is to decide.” 


