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….. Anastasis is a quarterly publication of ….. 
 

ST STEPHEN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
30 West Main St (PO Box 266)  

New Kingstown, PA 17072  

717-766-2168 

www.StStephenLC.org 

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StStephenLC.org    
 

Thank you for reading this issue! Our congregation seeks to be a loving presence in the community and to 
boldly share the good news of God at work in the world. We are called to action in response to the grace God 
bestows on us. The stories in this issue are recent examples of times we have experienced God in our lives.  
We invite you to encounter Jesus each Sunday morning in worship or in any other the other events listed on 
the back page of this publication.  

PASTOR: Pastor Matthew Best 
pastor@StStephenLC.org 

www.pleasepraywith.me 

www.laceduplutheran.com  
@Laceduplutheran — Twitter 

 

PARISH OFFICE MANAGER: Kevin Stafford 

office@StStephenLC.org 
 

ORGANIST & CHOIR DIRECTOR: Abby Best 
organist@StStephenLC.org 
 

CUSTODIAN: Michael Wogan 
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04 
The Whole Bill by Rev. Mat-
thew Best. A unknown  restau-
rant customer supports one of 
our ministries with a random act 
of kindness.  
 

06 
We Are God’s Hands by Lynne 
Immell. Learn more about how 
our congregation is called to ac-
tion in support of the communi-
ty, locally and globally.  
 

08 
Come, Re-Center Yourself by 
Lloyd Sheaffer. Learn more 
about weekly opportunities for 
scripture study and personal 
growth.   
 

10 
The Power of Prayer by Caro-
line Sheaffer and Julie Grove. 
Two stories of God at work in 
life or death circumstances.   
 

12 
Community Picnic Wrap-up. 
Images of a recent gathering of 
seekers and believers, where we 
continue to get to know and 
learn from one another. 
 

13 
A Few Ways to Receive & Re-
spond. Because God works 
through each of us and uses us 
to help each other.  
 

14 
Upcoming Events. You are 
most definitely invited! 
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The waitress gave me the bill for dinner.  
It totaled $11.50. I said, “No, I need the 
whole bill for everyone.” An $11.50 bill 
for about 20 people was impossible. She 
replied, “That is the whole bill.  Someone 
picked up the rest of it anonymously.”  I 
was speechless.   

The evening of October 4 was like so 
many others. A group from St. Stephen 
Lutheran Church went over to Flying J to 
do ministry with the very people that Jesus 
spent time with – the poor, the homeless, 
the outcasts.   

On this day, there would be 20 individuals 
between our guests and those from the 
church.  While many like to speak of the 
differences between those who come to 
Flying J seeking help and our “members” 
of the church, I don’t usually.   

The church isn’t a membership organiza-
tion – it’s a disciple making machine. 
While membership has its privileges, dis-
cipleship have its responsibilities.  

Doing ministry with, not for, the people 
who come to Flying J, is our responsibil-
ity.   

We come because we are called to serve 
others and to be served. Often, we are 
blessed by people who have so very little 
– they come offering gifts of sleeping bags 
they no longer need, diapers, tooth paste, 

coupons, and 
other items that 
could be used 
by people just 
like them.  
They are gener-
ous. 

On this Thurs-
day evening, 
we decided that 
we would do an 
informal wor-
ship during dinner.  We started with a 
reading of Scripture and then went around 
the table offering up prayers and thanks-
givings. There were many prayers for peo-
ple to have health, to find shelter, for 
friends and family.  We also had thanks-
givings too – for a family to move into a 
home, for the blessing of being in commu-
nity, for being alive.   

After the prayers, it was time for commun-
ion.  I took out the bread I had brought – a 
couple of buns that I had around the house 
– and a juice box of grape juice. I poured 
the juice into a coffee mug, said the words 
of institution and we shared the Eucharist 
together.   

It was a powerful moment to sit with 
twenty people at a long table at a meal and 
share Eucharist.  

 

The WHOLE B ILL  
by Rev. Matthew Best 
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And then the food started coming 
to the table.  People ate, they 
talked together, they laughed.  
They experienced a foreshadowing 
of the feast to come.  

At the end of the meal, the bill 
came and the waitress informed us 
of an anonymous benefactor who 
probably paid well over $170 of 
our bill.  I attempted to hold it to-
gether.   

As word spread down the table, 
gratitude swept over the entire 
group.   

“Wow, what a blessing,” was what 
one person said.   

Yes, truly a blessing.  Not just that 
someone paid for the meals.  But 
that all those who heard and saw 
what was happening received 
blessings upon blessings – well 
beyond our group.  

Who knew a food bill could bring 
such blessings to so many – a pas-
tor, some church folk, the poor, 
the homeless, a waitress, someone 
anonymous, and whoever else 

heard the Good News being pro-
claimed? All in a Denny’s at a 
truck stop, just down the road.  

Church isn’t a building and it isn’t 
a membership organization. It’s 
where two or three (or twenty in 
this case) are gathered in Christ’s 
name, where we do ministry, and 
are drawn into deeper relationship 
with Jesus and one another 
through discipleship.   

As I left, I paid the bill and added 
on what would have been the tip 
for the entire bill – our waitress 
needed to be cared for also.  

It was time to go.  

I would go to my nice warm home 
with my family. Our friends would 
find warmth where they could.  

Some in a car. Some in a van. 
Some in a motel. Some in a shel-
ter. Some staying at Flying J.  

But ALL blessed in one small way 
on one evening in October.    

 

Who knew a food 
bill could bring 

such blessings to so 
many – a pastor, 

some church folk, 
the poor, the home-

less, a waitress, 
someone anony-

mous, and whoever 
else heard the Good 

News being pro-
claimed?  
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A long, long time ago, in the tiny village of New 
Kingstown, PA, there were some folks at St Ste-
phen Lutheran Church who responded to God’s 
call to serve others.   

They responded in a big way by creating our 
very first Apple Festival in 1970. The auctioning 
of a hand-sewn quilt, sewn by a group of gifted 
artists from amongst and outside the church, 
soon became a yearly project, the monies from 
which were designated to help folks in need in 
the community, the congregation, and the world 
at large.  At that time, there were matching funds 
from Aid Association for Lutherans and a few 
other agencies so that sometimes there was as 
much as $20,000+ availa-
ble to help.   

In serving, new relation-
ships were formed and 
some who had 
no religious affiliation 
came to faith and began 
sharing that in the com-
munity.   

As we became more 
aware of local and global 
needs, efforts were di-
rected to several major 
projects: the donation of a 
yearly goal of $5,000 to 
the Lutheran world hunger 
programs, supporting the 
creation of what is today 
New Hope Ministries, and 
facilitating the settlement 

of three immigrant families.  One family from 
Viet Nam arrived with a young child who had 
tuberculosis; one of the conditions of support 
was that the responsibility for medical coverage 
relied on the supporting group. Her needs were 
met and she recovered to go on later to college.   

Another family from Bosnia received help in 
traveling here and later beginning their own 
business which still thrives today.   

In addition a member family whose daughter 
was seriously brain damaged from a surgical 
procedure was supported to meet many needs 
during her long, minimal recovery and eventual 
death.   

We Are  

 God’s  Hands  

by Lynne Immell 
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One individual received a liver transplant as a 
result of those funds.   

Fast forward to today….. while our structure has 
changed with the times, our mission remains the 
same. Love continues to thrive through this out-
reach.  

The Apple Festival has transformed into the Har-
vest Festival, with proceeds still going to com-
munity needs. The sale of Giant gift cards twice 
a month and our February Chocolate Tasting 
event also contribute much-needed funds.   

Social ministry continues to be not just about the 
money but also building relationships and lead-
ing people to faith in Jesus Christ who previous-
ly had little or no faith.  

We use our gifts to sup-
port those in need, wheth-
er they be inside OR out-
side the four walls that 
make up our little country 
church.   

The money is the means to a positive end.  

Since January 2016, about $18,000 has fulfilled 
various individual needs including: 

• diapers and baby supplies 

• down payment on a vehicle 

• camp scholarships 

• expenses for Dinner with Friends (our free 
monthly community dinner) 

• equipment required for a new job 

• funeral expenses 

• the seminary food bank 

• various car and machine repairs 

• temporary housing and storage 

• care packages for college students 

• freezer meals for shut-ins and sick 

• gift cards for food and gas 

• payment of rent and electric bills 

• blankets and waterproof backpacks con-
taining personal care items for the home-
less  

• partnered with Educational Ministry team 
to support families in need throughout the 
world through the ELCA Good Gifts pro-
gram.   

 

Our most recent endeavor is Flying J Ministry, 
begun by Pastor Matthew Best on the first and 
third Thursdays, an outreach to the homeless in 
and around our community providing a hot meal, 
showers, and laundering.  [See page 4 to learn 
more about this program.]  

Several new friends from the Flying J ministry 
have joined in the spirit of serving by participat-
ing in worship and helping with projects as they 
can at St Stephen. One family who is homeless 
actually works with another congregation to pro-
vide needed personal items to others at Flying 
J.   

We can’t wait to see what God does next.     

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Want to be part of this work? St. Stephen’s So-
cial Ministry team welcomes new members and 
meets on the first Tuesday of every month.  

 

 

How can YOU be God’s hands and 
make a difference in this world? 
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Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, New Year's 
Eve, New Year's Day.  

Do we look back with a sense of relief?   

Do we look back with a sense of thankfulness?  

Glad that 2018 is behind us, or thankful for the 
experiences it provided?  

Do we look forward to 2019 with a sense of 
fear?  

Do we look forward with a sense of joyful antic-
ipation, or do we just look forward with a melan-
choly feeling?  

In the light of the Gospel, St. Stephen’s Sunday 
church school program provides opportunities to 
deal with all these feelings in a wholesome, God
-centered environment.  

No, we do not pretend to offer counseling ses-
sions.  

On the other hand, we do provide chances to re-
flect on feelings and convictions on a week-to-

week basis within the context of the Biblical 
texts assigned for the week and more -- re-

centering opportunities that can help us be a bit 
more thankful for what has passed and a bit 
more joyful about what is to come.   

As we explore God’s word in group environ-
ments among those whom we count as friends 
and extended family, we -- children and adults -- 
witness to each other and challenge each other to 
be better practitioners of God’s way as Jesus 
witnessed to us. That witness includes a sense of 
thankfulness both for what has passed and what 
is to come ... and thankfulness for those among 
whom we are blessed to share the time that is.  

Come join our thanksgiving-filled learning expe-
riences. We have three youth and three adult 
classes so there's something for everyone.     

 

Please note that St. Stephen's Sunday church 
school now begins at 10:30am.    

 

 

Come, Re-Center Yourself 
ST STEPHEN EDUCATIONAL MINISTRY 

by Lloyd Sheaffer 
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WELCOME BAGS!  

During this past summer, the Middle School Sunday Church School class at St. 
Stephen Lutheran watched The Ultimate Gift, a film about discovering what is tru-
ly important in a person’s life. When the fall term began, the students decided they 
wanted to use their gifts of giving. 

Previously this class had made and donated blankets to New Digs Ministry; they 
decided they wanted to help New Digs clients again. They discussed what types of 
small things a person moving into a new home might need. They decided to make 
bags containing some practical things an individual might appreciate having: a 
pen, a small tablet, a prayer book to help them say a thankful prayer, a homemade 
paperweight that could bring a smile, and something sweet to eat (cookies) for a 
snack as they moved in. The kids also included a homemade refrigerator magnet 
of faith and a St. Stephen Lutheran Church calling card in case the clients wanted 
to get in touch with a church sometime. 

This activity helped the pupils discover all they have to be grateful for and allowed 
them to share with others the love of God. 
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STORY #1: Caroline Sheaffer 

It began with a note of panic one evening.   

One of our scholarship students was in the hospi-
tal delivering her first child. Both she and the 
baby had been in distress for some time and 
were being monitored closely by her medical 
team. Please pray for Laura and her baby was 
the urgent plea from 3,200 miles away. We be-
gan praying for a positive outcome for both of 
them.   

One week later, Laura was released from the 
hospital. The baby remained hospitalized several 
more weeks, with Laura only being able to visit 
three times each day. We continued to blanket 

them both in prayer.  

Blessedly, Laura is now back in classes at the 
university while baby Hanna receives care from 
her grandma in her absence. The El Salvador 
Task Force thanks YOU for your prayers as well 
as your participation in our various ministries in 
whatever capacity you feel called to serve. 

It is our privilege to have you in partnership as 
we respond to the needs of our Salvadoran broth-
ers and sisters in Christ.  
 

STORY #2: Julie Grove 

I would like to tell you about our little girl Miss 
Tilly, a puppy we adopted six years ago.  

About three weeks ago, Miss Tilly started to 
have a cough, so my husband Art and I took her 
to our vet. X-rays showed a large mass in her 
chest and a smaller one in her lower body.  

Art and I prayed hard, afraid we would lose her 
to cancer as we had our other dogs in the past. 
We then took her to Maryland for a sonogram 
and MRI to determine what the growths might 
be. And good news, upon further investigation, 
no masses were found! What she did have was 
an enlarged heart and liver, along with kidney 
stones and a few other things. We needed to take 
her to the University of PA in Philly for surgery. 

One of the hardest things I've ever done was to 
hand over our little Miss Tilly on Friday, Octo-
ber 19. The vets said everything would be fine 
and they shouldn't have any trouble. Art and I 
were sent home since Tilly would not be ready 
to go home until the next day. 

A couple of hours later, after surgery, they called 

The Power  o f  
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P P R A Y E R  

to tell us they were having trouble waking up Til-
ly. They wanted to operate again to try to resolve 
things. Art and I approved and prayed some 
more.  

After the second surgery, they still couldn’t take 
out the breathing tube or get Tilly to wake up. 
Her oxygen levels dropped even lower and her 
blood work was all wrong. They wanted to put 
her into an oxygen cage. Art and I said yes and 
continued to pray. Things were not looking good. 
At this time, I decided to see if it was possible to 
put Miss Tilly on our church prayer list.  

The next morning, prayer coordinator Mike Kuli-
kauskas called to see how Tilly was doing and get 
all of her information. A prayer request was sent 
out to people on the prayer list.  

The vet called shortly afterwards and told us they 
thought Tilly might have gotten some fluid into 
her lung during surgery. She now had pneumonia. 
She asked, again: how far did we want to go with 
this? Art and I prayed and said to proceed with 
treatment. We just couldn't give up on her.   

On Sunday, the vet told us Miss Tilly was doing 
fantastic. She was sitting up and eating, with the 
pneumonia gone and her oxygen and blood levels 
back to normal!  

I asked: "What happened?"  

The vet told me that she and all of the intensive 
care unit had thought for sure that Tilly wouldn't 
make it through the night. They could not explain 
any of it.  

Well, I thought to myself, I can. 

I know exactly what happened.   

I cannot begin to explain why, with all the tur-
moil and pain we hear of each day, God heard our 
prayers and responded with love and compassion.  

But isn't it great to know 
that the God we love can 
and does take the time to 
hear the prayers of a little 
group of people, in a little 
church in New Kingstown, 
for a little girl by the name 
of Miss Tilly? 

Thanks to all who prayed for our Miss Tilly.    
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C o m m u n i t yf  

PICNIC f 

It’s been said that Jesus ate his way through the Gos-
pels.  More often than not, we hear stories about Jesus 
that involve food – eating with sinners and prostitutes, 

eating with Pharisees, eating with his disciples.  Sharing 
a meal has a way of drawing people together, regardless 

of their station in life.  In September, St. Stephen Lu-
theran, New Kingstown, and St. Paul Lutheran, Carlisle, 

came together to share a meal, entertainment, and fel-
lowship as Christians.  We celebrated under the banner 
of Let Us Break Bread Together.  Throughout the time, 

we encountered Jesus in the breaking of bread (and oth-
er food), the sharing of stories, the hearing of music, 

through children playing games, and more.  In a way, 
we got a foretaste of the feast to come.   
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A FEW WAYS TO RECEIV E & RESPOND 

You can hold our ministries and those who work in these ministries in prayer. In 
need of prayer yourself? We pray at every gathering and also have an electronic 
prayer list that goes out regularly with specific requests. If you would like people 
to pray for you,  please call the church office or send a message to pray-
er@StStephenLC.org.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You are invited to worship and to engage in the life of ministry. Our worship ser-
vices and other gatherings listed on the back page of this newsletter. There are 
many opportunities to learn and participate as well as to volunteer your time and 
skills. Many hands make light work.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You can also contribute financially in any of the following ways (all tax-

deductible): 
• Cash or check  
• Online at www.StStephenLC.org using the Donate button on bottom of 

home page  
• Text the dollar amount to 717-259-2393   
• Use the GivePlus app on a smart phone 

 

ST STEPHEN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

30 West Main St, New Kingstown, PA 17072  

717-766-2168 

office@StStephenLC.org/ www.StStephenLC.org  
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WEEKLY  GATHERINGS  
• Worship:  9:00am 

• Sunday School: 10:30am 

 

ADDIT IONAL EVENTS  
All activities held at church unless otherwise noted. 
• Mon, Nov. 5 – Tapology: Drinks and Conver-

sation.  Desperate Times Brewery, Carlisle with 
St. Paul Lutheran.  All are welcome.  5pm.  

• Mon, Nov. 5 – Pre-Election Candlelit Prayer 
Service. 7pm.   We will lift up candidates, elect-
ed officials, and the entire nation in prayer using 
the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy. 

• Sat Nov. 17 – Dinner with Friends 
Meal.  Starts at 5pm.  We will enjoy a movie as 
part of the entertainment. 

• Tues, Nov. 20 – Community Thanksgiving 
Worship.  7pm. 

• Sat, Dec. 1 – Hot Mess Canvas.  3-5pm. 
• Sun, Dec. 2 - Tapology: Drinks & Conversa-

tion.  Desperate Times Brewery, Carlisle with 
St. Paul Lutheran.  All are welcome.  5pm.  

• Wed Dec. 5, 12, & 19 – Advent Soup Supper 
& Service.  Starts at 6:30pm. 

• Sat, Dec. 15 – Dinner with Friends 
Meal.  Starts at 5pm. 

• Sun, Dec. 23 – Christmas Caroling around 
New Kingstown.  Gather at St. Stephen at 3pm. 

• Mon Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve Worship. Three 
services: 5pm, 7pm, & 11pm.  

• Wed starting Jan. 9 – Bible Study.  Two op-
tions: 10:30am at St. Stephen or  7pm the 
Wegmans Café, Carlisle Pike.  

+++++++++++++ 
Need more information? Contact:  

ST STEPHEN EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

30 West Main St,  
New Kingstown, PA 17072  

717-766-2168 

office@StStephenLC.org 

www.StStephenLC.org 

 

. . .YOU ARE INVITED . . .  


