
 

 

Worship AssistantsWorship Assistants  

  September 9, 2018 September 16, 2018 

  8:00 am service  8: 00 am service  10:45 am service 

Acolyte Sara Houser David Herb Donavan Glasser 

Lector Sara Houser Laura Wills Pat Gilmore-Lee 

Cantor Paulette Krewson Lynne Immell Kathy Burson 

Assisting 
Minister 

Sara Houser Beth Lengel TBD 

Communion Sue Rodgers Ja’net Gochenauer Art Grove 

Ushers 

Marty Baim* 
Bonnie Baim 
Alan Gamble 
Greg Gross 

Marty Baim* 
Bonnie Baim 
Alan Gamble 
Greg Gross 

Frank Roberto* 
Steve Read 
Judy Read 

Greeters 
Daryl and Ja ‘net 

Gochenauer 
Dolores Lebo Ken & Carol Clelland 

Altar Guild Crystal and Sara Houser 

Counters Tom Burson, Rose Hlavac Parker Lee, Rose Hlavac 

Crystal and Sara Houser 

10:45 am service 

Jenna Gordon 

Greg John 

Greg John 

Tina Gordon 

Tom Burson 

Frank Roberto* 
Steve Read 
Judy Read 

Steve and Judy 
Read 

Attendance 
September 2, 2018 

 
8:00 service 41 
10:45 service 31 
 
Total 72 
 
Sunday School 9 

Our Tithes; September 2, 2018 
 

General $ 6227.50 
Benevolence $ 432.00 
World Hunger $ 54.00 
 
Total $ 6713.50 

Other Designated Offerings 
September 2, 2018 

 
El Salvador $ 7.00 
Bell Tower Repair $ 113.50 
Youth Director Support $ 55.00 
Social Ministries $ 5.00 
ELCA Leaders in Mission $ 15.00 
Social Ministries (via GGC) $ 16.25 
  
Total $ 211.75 
 
Grand Total $ 6925.25 
 



 

   

Three weeks ago we heard John’s    

gospel’s version of Peter’s confession 

of faith. This week we hear Mark’s  

version, when Peter says, “You are the 

Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’     

invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the 

world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus’ 

words about his own coming death, and here Peter 

himself stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is 

anointed (the meaning of “messiah”) in Mark only on 

the way to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in    

baptism with the sign of the cross. 

 

Readings and Meditations for Next Week 
 

Isaiah 50:4-9a  Psalm 116:1-9  
James 3:1-12  Mark 8:27-38  

 

Sunday, September 9 
8:00am  Worship 
9:30am  Sunday Church School 
10:45am  Worship 

Calling all potential Confirmands and 

“Affirmands.”  Do you feel called to formally 

join your St. Stephen Brothers and Sisters in 

Christ?  If so, please contact Pastor Matthew 

directly for guidance and more information. 

 

Sunday, September 30–1 p.m.  We will 

host, along with St. Paul Lutheran Church 

of Carlisle, a joint picnic at our pavilion.  

There will be entertainment, games, a wor-

ship service, and lots of food!  Barbecue pulled pork, 

hot dogs, beverages, and plates with utensils will be 

provided. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share at 

our picnic themed “One Body, One Bread.” 

James tells us to stop showing          
favoritism in the assembly, treating the 
rich visitor with more honor than the 
poor one. Jesus himself seems to show 
partiality in his first response to the  

Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was he  
testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the 
goods meant for God’s children? Or was he speaking 
out of his human worldview, but transcended those 
limits when she took him by surprise with her reply? 
Either way, the story tells us that God shows no      
partiality.  Everyone who brings her or his need to Je-
sus is received with equal honor as a child and heir. 
 

Sunday, September 9 
8:00am  Worship 
9:30am Sunday Church School and Rally Day 
10:45am  Worship 
 

Monday, September 10 
6:00pm  Boy Scouts 
7:00pm  Congregational Council Meeting 
 
Wednesday, September 12 
10:30am  Bible Study (Parlor) 
7:00pm  Bible Study (Wegman’s) 
 
Saturday, September 15 
9:00am  1st Annual Harvest Festival 
 

Call to Action 
 

Stewardship Snippet 
Sept. 9, 2018  

James 2:15 – If a brother or sister is naked and lacks 
daily food, and one of you says to them, "Go in peace; 
keep warm and eat your fill," and yet you do not sup-
ply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 

For many of us who have more than we need, it’s very 
hard to follow Jesus’ command to love our neighbor as 
ourselves. The questions steward/disciples have to ask 
prayerfully are “How generous am I, really? Is God 
calling me to be more generous?”  

We are blessed to have a generous congregation,   
supporting diverse ministries.  The weekly tithes and 
offerings must be counted and deposited in a timely 
manner.  Due to commitment conflicts, we are down to 
5 counters.  We could really use another 2-3      
counters.  Please prayerfully consider joining this  
critical back office team.  See Tom Burson for more 
information and to volunteer! 

Rally Day 2018 - Please plan to 
join us as we kick off St. Ste-
phen's Fall 2018 Sunday Church 
School program TODAY at 
9:30 AM in Fellowship Hall. 
Learn more about this year's 
program, participate in a few 
inter-generational activities, and 
enjoy the fellowship.    



 

 

Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday, 9:00am—2:00pm 
Pastoral Care in Times of Emergency or Crisis.  If you need emergency pastoral care, please call the  St. Stephen 

office at 766-2168 (leave a voice mail if necessary), or call Pastor Matthew at 717-805-7598. 

 

Prayers This Week 

September 15th Harvest  Festival 

The 1st annual Harvest Festival is nearly upon us!! Please sign up to help at our Harvest 
Festival!  The sign up sheets with information are on the “Plugged in bulletin board” in Fel-
lowship Hall.  We need lots of help. 
 

Keep saving items to donate for our planned yard sale on Saturday, September 15.  Things 
such as small working appliances, dishes, books, toys, games, linens, clothing and miscellaneous items of almost 
every variety are    acceptable .  If it is clean, not broken, and will fit into a car, bring it to church.  Things that are 
not acceptable are: children’s car seats, televisions, computers, cosmetics or suitcases. Items may be brought to 
Fellowship Hall Wednesday, Thursday or Friday before the Festival on Saturday, September 15. 
 

Other plans at this time for the festival include the 2:45 p.m. auction of a beautiful quilt called “Country Cross-
roads” (which can be viewed on the church’s website) a bake sale (which we are asking you to donate an item), 
lunch by donation, homemade/artisan craft venders, service groups displays, the Blood Mobile, and children’s 
activities.  We have excited leaders for this festival, but we need your help.  PLEASE SIGN UP 

Our neighbors at Trinity are hosting a “meal packing 

event” in support of the Rise Against Hunger program.  

They will be gathering at the church on September 23 at 

0945 to pack food.  Please contact Jane Ober, 717-440-

1691 if you can help.  

The Autumn Bible Study this 
year will focus on the book of Dan-
iel.  The study begins on Wednes-

day, September 12th at 10:30am in the Parlor or 
7:00pm at the Wegmans Café. Come on out! 

There will be a “Teen” worship service on Sunday, Sept. 23 from 6-7pm at Little Amps Coffee Shop on Green 
St., Harrisburg.  This will be an opportunity for young people to gather and worship together in a relaxed set-
ting.  Please let Pr. Matthew know if you are interested in participating and/or carpooling  

St. Stephen offers several ways to give, including electronically. Giving can 

be done using your credit/debit card or checking account. You can direct your 

contributions to specific areas of interest. Giving can be made using any of the 

following ways: 

Cash or check as in the past 

Online at StStephenLC.org web site using the 

Donate button on bottom of home page 

Text the dollar amount to 717-259-2393 

Use the GivePlus app on a smart phone 

See pew cards and flyers for specific information on the various methods. 

Fall is in the air!  Soon, the 
dog days of summer will be 
history and we’ll be warming 
up to hot cocoa to keep the 
evening chill at bay.  We are 
looking for volunteers to   
decorate the Sanctuary for the 
autumn season   Contact    
Pastor Matthew or Beth    
Lengel for details! 



 

   

Pastor:  Pastor Matthew Best 
pastor@StStephenLC.org 
www.pleasepraywith.me  
www.laceduplutheran.com 
@Laceduplutheran—Twitter 
 

Parish Office Manager: Kevin Stafford 
office@StStephenLC.org 
 

Organist and Choir Director: Abby Best 
organist@StStephenLC.org 
 

Custodian: Michael Wogan 

 
Contact Us:  

717-766-2168 
www.StStephenLC.org 

P.O. Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072 
Please visit and like our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephenLC.org.  Here 
you’ll find up-to-minute information, upcoming events 

and activities, and stories of encounters with Jesus 
changing people’s lives.   

Pillars of Faith 

******************************************* 

Saint Peter Claver 
A native of Spain, young Jesuit Peter Claver left his 
homeland forever in 1610 to be a missionary in the  
colonies of the New World.  He sailed into Cartagena, a 
rich port city washed by the Caribbean. He was        
ordained there in 1615. 
 

By this time the slave trade had been established in the 
Americas for nearly 100 years, and Cartagena was a 
chief center for it. Ten thousand slaves poured into the 
port each year after crossing the Atlantic from West 
Africa under conditions so foul and inhuman that an 
estimated one-third of the passengers died in transit.  
 

Although the practice of slave-trading was condemned 
by Pope Paul III and later labeled “supreme villainy” by 
Pope Pius IX, it continued to flourish. 
 

Peter Claver’s predecessor, Jesuit Father Alfonso de 
Sandoval, had devoted himself to the service of the 
slaves for 40 years before Claver arrived to continue his 
work, declaring himself “the slave of the Negroes    
forever.” 
 

As soon as a slave ship entered the port, Peter Claver 
moved into its infested hold to minister to the ill-treated 

and exhausted passengers. After the slaves were herded 
out of the ship like chained animals and shut up in near-
by yards to be gazed at by the crowds, Claver plunged 
in among them with medicines, food, bread, brandy, 
lemons, and tobacco. With the help of interpreters he 
gave basic instructions and assured his brothers and 
sisters of their human dignity and God’s love. During 
the 40 years of his ministry, Claver instructed and    
baptized an estimated 300,000 slaves. 
 

Fr. Claver’s apostolate extended beyond his care for 
slaves. He became a moral force, indeed, the apostle of 
Cartagena. He preached in the city square, gave       
missions to sailors and traders as well as country     
missions, during which he avoided, when possible, the 
hospitality of the planters and owners and lodged in the 
slave quarters instead. 
 

After four years of sickness, which forced the saint to 
remain inactive and largely neglected, he died on     
September 8, 1654. The city magistrates, who had pre-
viously frowned at his solicitude for the black outcasts, 
ordered that he should be buried at public expense and 
with great pomp. 
 

Peter Claver was canonized in 1888, and Pope Leo XIII 
declared him the worldwide patron of missionary work 
among black slaves. 
 

Reflection 
The Holy Spirit’s might and power are manifested in 
the striking decisions and bold actions of Peter Claver. 
A decision to leave one’s homeland never to return  
reveals a gigantic act of will difficult for us to imagine. 
Peter’s determination to serve forever the most abused, 
rejected, and lowly of all people is stunningly heroic. 
When we measure our lives against such a man’s, we 
become aware of our own barely used potential and of 
our need to open ourselves more to the jolting power of 
Jesus’ Spirit. 


