
 

 

Worship AssistantsWorship Assistants  

  August 19, 2018 August 26, 2018 

  8:00 am service  8: 00 am service  10:45 am service 

Acolyte Sara Houser David Herb Liana Grove 

Lector Emma Best Lloyd Sheaffer TBD 

Cantor N/A N/A N/A 

Assisting 
Minister 

Crystal Houser Lynne Immell Julie Grove 

Communion Crystal Houser Caroline Sheaffer Greg John 

Ushers 

Dan Lebo* 
Laura Wills 
Bill Wills 

Wayne Lengel 

Dan Lebo* 
Laura Wills 
Bill Wills 

Wayne Lengel 

Ken Clelland* 
Greg John 

Randy Neidig 

Greeters Marty Baim 
Sherry Rudacille 

Sue Rodgers 
Freda Wentz 

Leslie Menear 

Altar Guild Ron and Brenda Kimmel 

Counters Julie Grove, Tom Burson Julie Grove, Tom Burson 

Ron and Brenda Kimmel 

10:45 am service 

Madison Glasser 

Pat Gilmore-Lee 

N/A 

Donavan Glasser 

Art Grove 

Ken Clelland* 
Greg John 

Randy Neidig 

Ken and Carol 
Clelland 

Attendance 
August 12, 2018 

 
8:00 service 54 
10:45 service 32 
 
Total 86 
 
Sunday School 27 

Our Tithes; August 12, 2018 
 

General $ 1949.26 
Benevolence $ 252.50 
World Hunger $ 13.00 
 
Total $ 2214.76 

Other Designated Offerings 
August 12, 2018 

 
Bell Tower Repair $ 23.50 
Youth Director Support $ 15.00 
El Salvador $ 27.00 
Social Ministries $ 5.00 
National Youth Gathering $ 18.00 
Dinner With Friends $ 10.00 
  
Total $ 98.50 
 
Grand Total $ 2313.26 
 



 

   

In today’s gospel many people take of-

fense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh 

and drink his blood; even many of Jesus’ 

disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in 

John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. “To 

whom can we go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes 

sing just before the gospel is read. “You have the 

words of eternal life.” In order to take such a stand, as 

Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves 

with the word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we 

might be bold ambassadors of the gospel. 

Readings and Meditations for Next Week 
 

Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 Psalm 34:15-22 
Ephesians 6:10-20 John 6:56-69 

 

Sunday, August 26 
8:00am  Worship 
9:30am  Combined Sunday School 
10:45am  Worship 
4:00pm  Meet & Greet Picnic 

The altar flowers are sponsored today by 
Ron and Brenda Kimmel “in celebration of 
the birth of our granddaughter, Vivienne 
Rose.” 

 
“I would like to thank all the wonderful people 
who donated to the church in memory of by 
husband, Bud.”      Marian Reed 
 

Calling all potential Confirmands and 
“Affirmands.”  Do you feel called to formally 
join your St. Stephen Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ?  If so, please contact Pastor Matthew 
directly for guidance and more information.   

Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, 

and invites all to come and eat her bread 

and drink her wine. The first chapter of 

John’s gospel owes much to the biblical 

tradition that imagined   Wisdom as existing before 

anything was created and having a role in the work of 

creation. Christ, the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24),  

today invites us to eat his flesh and drink his blood. 

John’s gospel includes no account of the institution of 

the Lord’s supper, but here we can't help hearing    

Jesus’ words as an invitation to the meal of bread and 

wine we share. 

 
Sunday, August 19 
8:00am  Worship 
9:30am  Combined Sunday School 
10:45am  Worship 
 

Monday, August 20 
6:00pm  Boy Scouts 
6:30pm  Prayers-n-Stiches 
 
Wednesday, August 22 
9:00  Cooking for Harvest Fest 
 

Call to Action 

Stewardship Snippet 

Ephesians 5:15,16 – Be careful then how you live, not 
as unwise people but as wise, making the most of the 
time, because the days are evil. 

God gives all of us the same abundance of time – 24 
hours in every day, and it’s so easy to waste! Steward 
disciples pray for wisdom to live each day to its fullest, 
and to turn away from the world’s evils. 

Meet & Greet – August 26th @ 4:00pm 
 
The Flying J Group would like to invite you to help us host a Pot Luck picnic with our Friends at Flying J.  With 
the day-to-day difficulties they face, most of our Friends are in “Survival Mode”, so they have little to no time to 
have FUN.  When we dine at Denny’s with our group, we’ve heard such comments as, “this is really nice”, or “I 
haven’t had a sit down meal for 7 months”, or “this feels like family” ~ so we thought it would be nice to take it 
one step further and have a End of Summer Picnic Celebration, out at the Pavilion!   

We’d like to do a pot luck, picnic, where everyone will bring a dish.   

We would also like to have some games planned (so if you’re good at that kind of planning, let me know!).  We 
would have to have a grill master.  We will need help to set up, beforehand; and/or clean up, afterwards.  If you 
can volunteer your services, in any way, please let Le Ewell know, by phone call or text  at 717.579.5406 - (no 
email, please – I don’t check emails).  Thank you! 



 

 

Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday, 9:00am—2:00pm 
Pastoral Care in Times of Emergency or Crisis.  If you need emergency pastoral care, please call the  St. Stephen 

office at 766-2168 (leave a voice mail if necessary), or call Pastor Matthew at 717-805-7598. 

Laura and her newborn daughter Hanna– 
El Salvador scholarship student who had 
delivery complications. 
Lindsay Earhardt—recovering from over 

25 hours of back surgery 
Davenport family—health issues 
Ida Sponsler—Back pain 

Prayers This Week 

September 15th Harvest  Festival 

Please sign up to help at our Harvest Festival!  The sign up sheets with information are on 
the “Plugged in bulletin board” in Fellowship Hall.  We need lots of help. 
 

Keep saving items to donate for our planned yard sale on Saturday, September 15.  Things such as small working 
appliances, dishes, books, toys, games, linens, clothing and miscellaneous items of almost every variety are    
acceptable .  If it is clean, not broken, and will fit into a car, bring it to church.  Things that are not acceptable are: 
children’s car seats, televisions, computers, cosmetics or suitcases. Items may be brought to Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday before the Festival on Saturday, September 15. 
 

Other plans at this time for the festival include the 2:45 p.m. auction of a beautiful quilt called “Country Cross-
roads” (which can be viewed on the church’s website) a bake sale (which we are asking you to donate an item), 
lunch by donation, homemade/artisan craft venders, service groups displays, the Blood Mobile, and children’s 
activities.  We have excited leaders for this festival, but we need your help.  PLEASE SIGN UP 

Mechanicsburg Area Lutheran Churches (MALC) 
We are looking for someone to be a point of contact for cooperative ministry with the Mechanicsburg Area     
Lutheran Churches.  This would entail being a part of  e-mail conversations and occasional meetings with       
representatives from the other churches and bringing that information back to St. Stephen and informing the con-
gregation and attempting to round up support for cooperative ministry efforts.  Anyone interested, please  contact 
Pastor. Matthew.   

Are you artistically talented?  Do you have a creative side yearning to be released?  Are you energized by work-

ing with minimal guidance?  Pastor Matthew is looking for someone to build the quarterly Anastasis newsletter.  

He will remain responsible for collecting the articles but is looking for someone who can combine his vision with 

the articles to create visual representation of the ministry that is being accomplished through the St. Stephen disci-

ples, under the Holy Spirit’s guidance.  Please contact Pastor Matthew to express your interest. 

Ira has new contact information: 4403 Martin Luther King Blvd., Tampa, FL.  33614  Phone 813 879-1649. 
He appreciates your prayers and general support and would love to hear from you as he continues his recovery 
effort.  He has quit smoking but is still dealing with some heart issues.  Ira hopes to find a job in the near future. 

Alert!  Pastor Matthew will not be having 

lunch at the pavilion next Thursday, August 

23.  The last “Lunch with the Pastor” for the 

summer will be Thursday, August 30.  

The Autumn Bible Study this year 
will focus on the book of Daniel.  
The study begins on Wednesday, 

September 12th at 10:30am in the Parlor or 7:00pm at 
the Wegmans Café. Come on out! 

“Attention all Choir Members and all who want to become a choir member!  Fall practices resumes on     

Wednesday September 5 at 7:00pm.  I “hear” that you will be there!!”    ~Abby 



 

   

Pastor:  Pastor Matthew Best 
pastor@StStephenLC.org 
www.pleasepraywith.me  
www.laceduplutheran.com 
@Laceduplutheran—Twitter 
 

Parish Office Manager: Kevin Stafford 
office@StStephenLC.org 
 

Organist and Choir Director: Abby Best 
organist@StStephenLC.org 
 

Custodian: Michael Wogan 

 
Contact Us:  

717-766-2168 
www.StStephenLC.org 

P.O. Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072 
Please visit and like our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/StStephenLC.org.  Here 
you’ll find up-to-minute information, upcoming events 

and activities, and stories of encounters with Jesus 
changing people’s lives.   

Pillars of Faith 

******************************************* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Bernard of Clairvaux 

Man of the century! Woman of the century! You see 
such terms applied to so many today—“golfer of the 
century,” “composer of the century,” “right tackle of 
the century”—that the line no longer has any punch. 
But Western Europe’s “man of the twelfth century,” 
without doubt or controversy, had to be Bernard of 
Clairvaux. Adviser of popes, preacher of the Second 
Crusade, defender of the faith, healer of a schism, re-
former of a monastic Order, Scripture scholar, theologi-
an, and eloquent preacher: any one of these titles would 
distinguish an ordinary man. Yet Bernard was all of 
these—and he still retained a burning desire to return to 
the hidden monastic life of his younger days. 

In the year 1111, at the age of 20, Bernard left his home 
to join the monastic community of Citeaux. His five 
brothers, two uncles, and some 30 young friends fol-
lowed him into the monastery. Within four years, a dy-
ing community had recovered enough vitality to estab-
lish a new house in the nearby valley of Wormwoods, 
with Bernard as abbot. The zealous young man was 
quite demanding, though more on himself than others. 

A slight breakdown of health taught him to be more 
patient and understanding. The valley was soon re-
named Clairvaux, the valley of light. 

His ability as arbitrator and counselor became widely 
known. More and more he was lured away from the 
monastery to settle long-standing disputes. On several 
of these occasions, he apparently stepped on some sen-
sitive toes in Rome. Bernard was completely dedicated 
to the primacy of the Roman See. But to a letter of 
warning from Rome, he replied that the good fathers in 
Rome had enough to do to keep the Church in one 
piece. If any matters arose that warranted their interest, 
he would be the first to let them know. 

Shortly thereafter it was Bernard who intervened in a 
full-blown schism and settled it in favor of the Roman 
pontiff against the antipope. 

The Holy See prevailed on Bernard to preach the Sec-
ond Crusade throughout Europe. His eloquence was so 
overwhelming that a great army was assembled and the 
success of the crusade seemed assured. The ideals of 
the men and their leaders, however, were not those of 
Abbot Bernard, and the project ended as a complete 
military and moral disaster. 

Bernard felt responsible in some way for the degenera-
tive effects of the crusade. This heavy burden possibly 
hastened his death, which came August 20, 1153. 

 

Reflection 

Bernard’s life in the Church was more active than we 
can imagine possible today. His efforts produced far-
reaching results. But he knew that they would have 
availed little without the many hours of prayer and con-
templation that brought him strength and heavenly di-
rection. His life was characterized by a deep devotion to 
the Blessed Mother. His sermons and books about Mary 
are still the standard of Marian theology.. 


