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We are a community of faith inspired and empowered by the Holy Spirit to proclaim
boldly the Good News of God’s loving and saving presence in the world.
John A. Shedd is credited with saying that “a
ship in harbor is safe,
but that’s not what
ships are built for.”
If we were altering this saying for church, it might
sound something like this – “Disciples in church are
safe, but that’s not what disciples are made for.”

Just as a ship is meant to be out at sea where it will
go through rough waters and come across unexpected obstacles, so we are called to go out from the
church building in the rough waters of life filled with
unexpected obstacles. But we aren’t alone. We
aren’t called to go it alone. We aren’t islands, but
rather a fleet sailing on the high seas broadcasting
Good News to all we meet.

Being a disciple means going out and proclaiming
boldly the Good News of God’s loving and saving
presence in the world. And especially right here in
New Kingstown and the surrounding area.
And that’s exactly what we are doing. We do this
through our Apple festival. We do this through our
bible studies that meet in Wegmans. We will be doing this through our Tapology each month at
Desperate Times in Carlisle (first Sunday each
month at 5pm). We do this in so many other ways!
We do this by the way we live and interact with others. Each interaction is an opportunity to showcase
how Jesus is transforming our lives. In a world that
is seeking hope, Jesus uses us to be a beacon of hope.
As we carry out what it means to be disciples, we are
empowered by God’s grace and mercy in our lives.
We are thankful for all that God does for us and
through us.
Since mid-October, you’ve been invited to focus on
how God has touched your life by listing something
you are grateful for each day. (You can get the pdf
version of this list on our website –
www.ststephenlc.org) If you have stuck with this,
you’re probably finding the list is getting a bit more
difficult to fill. You’ve gotten past the easy things now it’s time to dig deeper.
By taking time to recognize how God has been active
in our lives, we see how God transforms us, how we
are closely linked with so many others, and how God
invites us to participate in the unfolding of God’s
kingdom.
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Leadership Ledger
October 9, 2017 - Congregational Council Meeting - Pastor Matthew Best expanded upon several items in
Summary
his report. An outreach ministry, in collaboration with
St. Paul Lutheran in Carlisle, called “Tapology” will
The Congregational Council of St. Stephen Lutheran
begin
on Sunday, November 5 at Desperate Times
Church met on Monday, October 9, 2017, for its reguBrewery in Carlisle; these gatherings will provide an
lar session.
opportunity to discuss and express our faith in an open
The meeting opened with prayers and devotions fo- public setting giving others the chance to join in these
cused upon trusting in God and God’s hopeful persis- Spirit-led conversations. He also shared some possible
tence in each of our lives and in the work of the parish. changes to the monthly parish newsletter in both forMembers opened the devotions by singing together mat and frequency.
“Day by Day,” a hymn written by Carolina Sandell
Next the Council reviewed submitted standing and ad
several years after she had witnessed the tragic drowning death of her father. In “When You Don’t Trust hoc committee reports.
God . . .” by Brian Charette, the writer assures us that, The suggestion to move to a common committee meeteven when we are fearful and cannot see hope, God ing time has received positive replies for most standdoes not abandon us; God remains trustworthy. All ing committees; the intent is to institute such a change
need to remember this trait of our Creator whenever beginning in 2018.
we face fearful decisions and situations.
The Council received expressions of thanks from KevAfter approval of the minutes of the September meeting and ratifying the payment of September’s bills, the
focus moved to financial matters. Council passed three
motions from the Finance Committee: (1) authorization to obtain a church credit card to avoid having staff
use personal credit cards and then reimbursing them;
(2) acceptance of the credit card usage policy; and (3)
approval to use funds from the unrestricted Mae Myers
memorial fund and the Memorial Contributions Funds
(again, unrestricted) to purchase a new digital projector for the church sanctuary.

in Stafford for the gift of $500 in Giant Gift Cards as a
token of gratitude for graceful and profession way he
has dealt with the increased demands upon him during
the recent months of transition. Council also received
a thank-you note from one of our campers who was
grateful for the monetary support he received enabling
him to attend camp this year. We also received word
that Cumberland County Commissioner Chairman,
Vincent DiFilippo that he looks forward to being with
us for our 250th Anniversary celebration on October
29.

The next financial matter was a review of the proposed
2018 budget prepared by the Finance Committee. After a review of the Committee’s suggestions and recommendations, Council members, with the support of
parish members attending the meeting, determined to
reinstate the part-time Youth and Family Ministries
Director’s position as a line item in the budget; while
doing so presents a great financial challenge for the
parish, members felt it essential to include the position
as a testament to the importance of such a ministry and
Council’s desire to move forward with this ministry.
Council also did not concur with the Committee’s suggestion to purchase a riding mower to tend to the
church grounds internally.

The meeting closed with prayers of thanks for God’s
presence at the session and for the gifts that Council
members use in fulfilling God’s intentions in this parish.
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The next Congregational Council meeting will occur
on Monday, November 13, 2017, at 7:00 P.M.
Your 2017 Congregational Council
Lloyd Sheaffer, Pres.
Paulette Krewson, VP
Tina Gordon, Sec.
Matt Schroeder, Treas.
Rev. Matthew Best, Pr
Crystal Houser
Cheryl Neidig

Marty Baim
Lela Ewell
Julie Grove
Rose Hlavac
Sara Houser

El Salvador
ASSISTING IN AN IMPORTANT SURGERY FOR ARA
In late July we received an urgent request from our friend on behalf of one of our scholarship students, Ara,
who we are helping finance a weekend English class. Her back injury has continued to cause her not only debilitating pain and a noticeable limp as a result of a gunshot wound when she was young, but now her surgeon
told her if she did not have surgery immediately to her spinal cord, she would become paralyzed.
Ara found an organization to subsidize half the cost of her operation. Thanks to many of you who routinely
contribute to El Salvador, we were able to contribute toward the remainder of the costs of her surgery.
If you recall, we interviewed Ara the day before she delivered this beautiful little girl, Milagro.
Thanks for continuing to donate to El Salvador. This way when we receive unexpected emergency requests
such as this, we are able to act quickly.
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Education
Our church is having a Reformation 500 Book Fair!
In honor of the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation, we’re hosting a
book fair. Has the 500th anniversary
made you want to learn more about
Martin Luther, his writings, and his
impact on Christianity? Do you want
to reflect on the ongoing impact of the
Reformation today? Check out our
Reformation 500 Book Fair to shop
for engaging books about the Reformation for readers of all ages.
Save up to 50% plus receive free shipping on all the books displayed.
Stop by the table in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 5
to order some fascinating books on the Reformation for you and
your family.
Speaking of books, don’t forget to purchase “The Freedom of a
Christian” at our Book Fair. We will use this book for our winter
book discussion starting in January. You can buy the book from
the book fair for about $8, a GREAT discount, and will be prepared for our next study!
Are you one of our Authorized Adults? Anyone who works with children in our church needs to go through our training class that covers
both Pennsylvania’s laws and our church’s procedures for mandatory
reporting.
Pennsylvania congregations have revised their child protection policies
to comply with the law and to ensure that we are providing a safe space
for all of God’s children. The law expands the definition of “mandatory reporters” to include all rostered leaders, paid church employees who work with children, and volunteers over age 18 who work with children in
activities and programs.
The Educational Ministry Committee is offering the next Child Protection Training Class in the Library
on Sunday, November 5 from 12:15–2:00 p.m.
Pre-registration is required. To RSVP, sign-up in the Fellowship Hall or contact Laura Wills at

Thank You
Thank you to everyone who sent condolences to our families after the passing of my mom, Lucille Smith, in
late September. The support of this faith community continues to be uplifting to each one of us.
Fondly, Caroline
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Social Ministry
One such program is the Project Share Backpack program. Counselors from participating schools identify
Tis the season for reflecting on the gifts that God has
children that could use a backpack meal to feed them
given us!! Thanksgiving season begins a time of conduring the weekend. For these children the breakfasts
tinuous celebration with family and friends and of
and lunches they receive during
course, lovely, lavish, meals.
the school day may be the only
Food for many of us plays a
meals they receive. The backcherished role in our celebrapacks contain 15 food items, all
tions. Special dishes are tradikid friendly, such as pasta, cetion and memories. In our comreal, cheese sticks, juice bags
munity, there are many families
and milk boxes.
that will be celebrating differOur congregation had the great
ently. Food for them is a neceshonor of donating to Project
sity, and scarcity.
Share on behalf of Middlesex
According to recent statistics on DATA USA, the
Elementary. Our congregation provided 25 children
poverty rate for the country was 13.5% but in Carlisle
for backpacks for 8 weeks. Please watch for upcomthe poverty rate is higher, 18.8%. Project Share has
ing opportunities to fund this program for the children
many programs to assist in feeding families and speof Middlesex Elementary School!
cial programs aimed at feeding the children in our
community.

Project Share Backpacks

Tidbits
Pastor Eric Funk warmly invites all St. Stephen disciples to a Thanksgiving worship
service held at Trinity United Methodist Church at 7:00pn on Wednesday, November
22. “Please come!”
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Julie Grove

Julie Grove

Ken Clelland*
Ira Ewell
Greg John

Frank & June
Roberto

Crystal Houser

Beth Lengel

Crystal Houser

Alan Gamble

Marty Baim*
Bonnie Baim
Alan Gamble
Glenn Gross

Ron & Brenda Kimmel

Lector

Cantor

Assis7ng
Minister

Communion

Ushers

Greeter

Ken Clelland*
Ira Ewell
Greg John

Marty Baim*
Bonnie Baim
Alan Gamble
Glenn Gross

Mary Zook & Cheryl Neidig

Ryan & Pa2y Haggerty;
Parker Lee

Ryan & Pa2y Haggerty;
Parker Lee

Rose Hlavac, Parker Lee

Counters

Earl & Lorraine
Bock

Ken Clelland*
Ira Ewell
Greg John

Art Grove

Tina Gordon

Kathy Burson

Pat Gilmore-Lee

Carly Gordon

10:45 am

Mary Zook & Cheryl Neidig

Marty & Bonnie
Baim

Marty Baim*
Bonnie Baim
Alan Gamble
Glenn Gross

Sue Rodgers

Lynne Immell

Lynne Immell

Pat Seiple

Sara Houser

8:00 am

November 19

Mary Zook & Cheryl Neidig

Ira Ewell

Carol Clelland

Steve Read

Ma2 Schroeder

Tom Burson

Randy Neidig

10:45 am

Lloyd Sheaﬀer

Beth Lengel

Paule2e Krewson

Lynne Immell

David Herb

8:00 am

November 12

Altar Guild

Julie Grove

Art Grove

Drayce Grove

Sara Houser

10:45 am

Acolyte

8:00 am

November 5

Worship Assistants for November

Freda Wentz
Leslie Menear

Ken Clelland*
Ira Ewell
Greg John

Ryan & Pa2y Haggerty;
Parker Lee

Mary Zook & Cheryl Neidig

Sherry Rudacille &
Sue Rodgers

Marty Baim*
Bonnie Baim
Alan Gamble
Glenn Gross

Julie Grove

Julie Grove

Ma2 Schroeder

Maxine
Montgomery

Crystal Houser

Lorraine Bock

Liana Grove

10:45 am

Lloyd Sheaﬀer

David Herb

8:00 am

November 26
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Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Congregational Meeting

12
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
4:00p

19
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
12:00p

26
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship
7:00p Anniversary Legislative
Presentation
Luther Movie Night

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Child Protection Class
Dulcimers practice

5
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
12:15p
2:00p

SUN

27
6:00p Boy Scouts

20
6:00p Boy Scouts
7:00p Evangelism
Committee Meeting

13
6:00p Boy Scouts
7:00p Congregation
Council Meeting

6
6:00p Boy Scouts

MON

28
9:00a
7:00p

21
7:00p

14
7:00p

7

The Breakfast Club
Education
Committee Meeting

Worship & Music
Committee Meeting

Social Ministries
Committee Meeting

TUE

29
6:00p

22
6:00p
7:00p

15
6:00p

8
6:00p

1
6:00p
6:30p

Quilting

Quilting
Worship at Trinity
UMC

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting
Stewardship
Committee Meeting

WED

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

30
9:00a

Quilting

23 Happy Thanksgiving

16
9:00a

9
9:00a

2
9:00a

THU

FRI

24

17
7:00p Resurrected Youth
Group

10

3
7:00p Resurrected Youth
Group

November 2017

25

18
8:00a Men’s Breakfast
5:00p Community Meal

11
2:00p Spiritual Practice
through Bible Journaling

4
9:30a 4-H Creative
Expressions Club

SAT

Special Occasions
Richard Sanchez
Madison Glasser
Marion Morrison
Lana Kuhn
Jane Tracey
Max Noonan
Larry Baitsell
Dennis Weigel II
Bonnie Baim

Greg & Barb Foxx
Brian & Marcy Posey
Glenn & Jean Gross

1-Nov
1-Nov
8-Nov

3-Nov
8-Nov
9-Nov
11-Nov
11-Nov
12-Nov
13-Nov
14-Nov
18-Nov

Ken & Carol Clelland
Daniel & Beth Atkins
Philip & Nancy Zullo

Elijah Sanchez
Chick Denison
Harold Bower
Josephine DeHaas
Geraldine Rynard
Greg Foxx
Butch Rowe
Sally Rowe

20-Nov
22-Nov
26-Nov
26-Nov
26-Nov
26-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov

24-Nov
26-Nov
29-Nov

St. Stephen Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 266
New Kingstown, PA 17072
Phone: 766-2168
www.StStephenLC.org

Pastor: Reverend Matthew Best
pastor@ststephenlc.org
Parish Office Manager: Kevin Stafford
office@StStephenLC.org

Organist & Choir Director: Vacant
music@StStephenLC.org
Custodian: Michael Wogan

If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain list (to receive notifications of prayer
requests throughout the week), you can sign up with Mike Kulikauskas, or by emailing
office@ststephenlc.org. At any time, you can send prayer requests to
prayer@ststephenlc.org
Bob Lamp

Alzheimer’s disease

Darlene

Friend of Michael

Hen Yohn

Health issues

Tom

Recovering from surgery

LyNette Clements

Very Weak

Ethel (Ron Kimmel’s In hospital recovering from many
mother)
issues

Michael Smith

Cancer

Dee and Hoss

Hoss; collapsed lung and pneumonia; Dee’s mother with cancer

Hospital Admissions
Pastoral Care in Times of Emergency or Crisis. If you need emergency pastoral care, please call the St. Stephen office at 766-2168 (leave a voice mail if necessary), or call Pastor Matthew at 717-805-7598.
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