
 

 

Worship AssistantsWorship Assistants  

  October 8, 2017 October 15,2017 

  8:00 am service 10:45 am service 8:00 am service 10:45 am service 

Acolyte David Herb Jenna Gordon Sara Houser Liana Grove 

Lector Lloyd Sheaffer Kathy Burson Laura Wills Steve Read 

Cantor Paulette Krewson  Lynne Immell Kathy Burson 

Assisting 
Minister 

Beth Lengel Tina Gordon Crystal Houser Julie Grove 

Communion Ja’net Grey Art Grove Daryl Gochenauer Julie Grove 

Ushers 

Dan Lebo* 
Len Zook 

Mary Zook 
Wayne Lengel 

Tom Burson* 
Julie Grove 

Dan Lebo* 
Bill Wills 

Laura Wills 
Wayne Lengel 

Tom Burson* 
Julie Grove 

Greeters 
Mary and Lenny 

Zook 
Art & Julie Grove Bev Caley 

Ken & Carol  
Clelland 

Altar Guild Ja‘net Grey Ja‘net Grey 

Counters 
Patty Haggerty, Cheryl Neidig,  

Tom Burson 
Rose Hlavac, Cheryl Neidig,  

Tom Burson 

Attendance 
October 1, 2017 

8:00am service 51 
10:45am service 44 
 
Total 95 
Sunday School 34 

Our Tithes; October 1, 2017 
 

General $ 6294.50 
Benevolence $ 827.00 
World Hunger $ 45.00 
 
Total $ 7166.50 

Other Designated Offerings 
October 1, 2017 

 
Bell Tower Repair $ 165.60 
Camping Support $ 100.00 
Kate’s Kids $ 25.00 
IMO Gail Phillippy $ 50.00 
Social Ministries (via GGC) $ 15.00 
 
Total $ 355.60 
 
Grand Total $ 7522.10 

Pastoral Care in Times of Emergency or Crisis.  If you need emergency pastoral care, please call the St. 
Stephen office at 766-2168 (leave a voice mail if necessary), or call Pastor Matthew at 717-805-7598. 



 

   

Pastor:  Pastor Matthew Best 
pastor@StStephenLC.org 
 
Parish Office Manager: Kevin Stafford 
office@StStephenLC.org 
 
Organist and Choir Director: Vacant 
organist@StStephenLC.org 

 
Contact Us: 717-766-2168 
www.StStephenLC.org 

P.O. Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072 
 
Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday, October 8 
8:00am Worship 
9:30am Sunday Church School 
10:45am Worship 
4:00pm Rejoicing Spirits Service 
 
Monday, October 9 
6:00pm Boy Scouts 
7:00pm Congregational Council Meeting 
 
Tuesday, October 10 
4:30pm Social Ministries Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, October 11 
10:30am Act(s) Now Bible Study 
6:00pm Quilting 
7:00pm Act(s) Now Bible Study 
 
Thursday, October 12 
9:00am Quilting 
 
Sunday, October 15 
8:00am Worship 
9:30am Sunday Church School 
10:45am Worship 
 

This Week At St. Stephen 

♦The flowers are sponsored today by Harry and 
Heidi Bucher in honor of “our granddaughter 
Meilin on the celebration of her ‘Gotcha Day’” 

♦Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to 

regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I 
regard everything as loss because of the surpas-
sing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  –

Philippians 3:7-8.    Jesus in our life turns our val-
ues upside down! What we used to treasure no 
longer holds sway over us. Instead of material pos-
sessions, we may prize our relationships, health 
and spiritual life. Faith works on us to make us 
stewards of all that is truly valuable. 

♦Did you know that the Thrivent Choice Dollars 
program is alive and well at St. Stephen?   By di-
recting Choice Dollars(R) through Thrivent 
Choice, Thrivent members can recommend where 
Thrivent Financial distributes some of its charita-
ble outreach grant dollars among thousands of par-
ticipating nonprofit organizations and congrega-
tions. St. Stephen directs these donations to Social 
Ministries to help our local brothers and sisters in 
need.  Members have donated nearly $675.00 this 
year. See Kevin to get started. 

♦Reserve  your seat today...Kelsey Hlavac will 
be hosting a lesson on the spiritual practice of   
Bible Journaling!  Interested? Come to the church 
on Saturday, November 11, from 2pm to 4 pm to 
begin your journey. 

♦Bakers Needed:  Evangelism, Social Ministries 
and Worship & Music will be hosting a Sale of 
(Sweet) Indulgences at the Reformation Showing 
of Luther, Sunday afternoon Sept 29th.  Proceeds 
will be applied to our Benevolence commit-
ment.  Please drop off your baked goods by Sun-
day afternoon, or bring to the event Save those 
Giant receipts...Shop for food and gas at Giant be-
tween October 1st and 31st.  Bring your receipt to 
the church by November 2nd at 12:00 noon.  Giant 
will donate $1 for every receipt to Project Share.  
See Lynne Immell for details. 

♦It's almost time for "Trunk or Treat!" This 
year the Evangelism committee will be hosting 
Trunk or Treat night for our community on Thurs-
day, Oct. 26 from 6 pm to 8pm.  You all are invited 
to bring the treats (in your trunk or back of your 
vehicle), decorate your vehicle, and come in cus-
tom to this fun and spooky evening in our parking 



 

 

lot.  We need a minimum of 10 to 12 committed 
participants to do this. Please sign up on our activi-
ties board in fellowship hall.  Ghosts and Goblins 
are welcomed to attend.  Signup by today!  

♦Volunteers needed to make a difference for   
ex-offenders... Positive peer relationships make a 
difference for ex-offenders trying to reenter socie-
ty. The Cumberland County Adult Probation Office 
is seeking volunteers willing to give their time, 
talents and support to inmates and ex-offenders 
who are transitioning from incarceration back into 
the community.  A training session for the program 
will be tomorrow  from 6 – 8 p.m. in the Jury As-
sembly Room (third floor) of the New Courthouse. 
Anyone interested in becoming a mentor is invited 
to attend.  Please see the announcement on the blue 
bulletin board in the hallway. 

♦Did you hear that we are part of a 
Synod in Renewal?  God is in the 

renewal business. God is renewing the world. The 
work of renewal calls for intentionality in our spir-
itual lives, our shared synod life, and our relation-
ships as we engage the world around us. As fellow 
disciples, we join in what God is up to.   Our chal-
lenge is to follow Christ’s lead. Renewal is always 
about God. God always goes first. While we are 
often three steps behind, we are on the way (the 
very definition of 'synod') together. Our connec-
tions to God and what God is up to will faithfully 
guide our next steps because together, we are fol-
lowing the renewing of Christ. Stay tuned and 
please be in constant prayer for the renewal team. 

♦Attention Parents:  Social Ministry is sending 
Care packages to our college students again this 
fall.  Since all of their addresses have probably 
changed from last year please submit their new 
ones ASAP to Sally John at Beach-
dogs4@verizon.net.  Please also let us know of any 
food allergies they may have! 

October 8 Through baptism we are joined with 
Jesus, Son of God, our Savior and hope, and the 
community of all believers in a new life and reality 
grounded in the good news of forgiveness, mercy 
and salvation. Give thanks! 
 
October 9 Pray for ELCA missionaries serving 
with our global church companions in Chile,      
Colombia, Bolivia, Costa Rica and Jamaica. Pray 
their ministries will be blessed as they work along-
side companion churches and institutions sharing 
the gospel, training leaders, strengthening and 
growing the church, and serving the needs of    
communities. 
 
October 10 Give thanks for our elders. Pray for 
openness to understanding the changing needs and 
dynamics of adults as they age. Pray for wisdom on 
how to best accompany and care for elders in ways 
that safeguard their dignity, recognize and utilize 
their gifts in the church and communities,          
encourage their journey of faith and attend to their 
physical, spiritual, intellectual and social needs. 
 
October 11 God’s caring presence and attention is 
not deterred by our times of unfaithfulness, hypocri-

sy, selfishness or forgetfulness. As sinners and 
saints, we ask God’s forgiveness and pray for re-
newed faith. 
 
October 12 Lutheran Services in America         
represents over 300 health and human services or-
ganizations reaching 6 million people annually, 
touching the lives of 1 in 50 people in the U.S. each 
year. Pray the work of these organizations will 
thrive and their staff and volunteers be encouraged, 
supported and equipped for serving the needs of 
families, individuals and communities. 
 
October 13 In God’s word and Scripture we find 
commandments, guidance and examples for living 
in God-pleasing ways, making decisions that con-
sider the needs of others and loving God and neigh-
bor with all our heart. Pray that our minds and 
hearts are open to God’s word and teachings and 
that we are eager to follow God’s ways ‒ no matter 
how difficult or uncomfortable. 
 
October 14 Give thanks for the beauty of fall, the 
signs of seasons changing and the abundance of 
creation entrusted to our use and care. 

Prayer Ventures—October 



 

   

Prayers of Intercession 

October 8, 2017 
Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of God’s creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Restore what is broken in your church, loving God. Heal divisions among Christian communities, give 
courage to leaders facing hardship, and open our ears to the prophets’ cries among us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Restore what is broken in creation, gracious God. Revive farmlands and vineyards, protect waters needed 
by all living things, and move us to care for this earthly home. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Restore what is broken in our world, mighty God. Quell the rush to violence between peoples and nations. 
Break down dividing walls and promote growth for the sake of the common good. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Restore our broken bodies, O God. We pray for those suffering any loss: the grieving, those who have lost 
homes or property, the imprisoned, those neglected or abandoned, and the sick especially Bob, Hen,    
Michael, Darlene, Joel, Delia, Patty, Ira and Stacy. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Restore our faith in you, saving God. We pray for Bible study and small group leaders, Sunday school 
teachers, musicians, devotion writers, and for all whose work nurtures our faith. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember the saints whose devotion proclaimed your saving help. In company with them, root us 
firmly in your everlasting love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the power of Christ and the 
gifts of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

Current Prayers Requests 

Bob Lamp  

Hen Yohn  

Michael Smith/Darlene 

Klopp 
Just entered another round of chemotherapy for brain tumor. 

Joel Gochenauer  Daryl’s nephew; undergoing cancer treatment 

Delia Judy Read’s sister-in-law.  Her cancer has returned.  Please pray for strength/healing  

Patty Haggerty Recovering from surgery 

Ira Ewell Recovering from heart catheterization  

Stacy Schroeder Recovering from  thyroid surgery 


