St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church New Kingstown, PA October 2017

We are a community of faith inspired and empowered by the Holy Spirit to proclaim
boldly the Good News of God’s loving and saving presence in the world.
Reformation
On October 31, we’ll
celebrate the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation. That’s incredible! Something that
I’m sure Luther himself would have never envisioned. Luther was looking to make changes in the
Catholic Church, and as a result he changed the
course of history.
With this anniversary comes an opportunity to look
at the past, the present, and the future.
There is a great and rich history in Christianity. It
permeates our world’s history, our nation’s past, and
has been the foundation for St. Stephen as a worshipping community and family. There is much good in
the past. When we look to the past we have an opportunity to see the community of saints who have
gone before us here at St. Stephen – men and women, children and adults - who created and maintained
traditions of the church, who taught and passed on
the faith that has been handed down through the ages, and proclaimed boldly God’s loving and saving
presence in the world.
Which leads us to the present. We are amid the unfolding of a new era for the church in the West and
especially in the US. This is also true for us at St.
Stephen too. No longer does the culture tell the story
of Jesus. No longer can we expect people to just
start walking through the door looking for a church
home. No longer can we rely on what worked in the
past as if times haven’t changed. Unlike previous
eras in the church, this is a new era with an unmarked path. But the good news is that we are not
alone and the “success” of the church isn’t based on
our efforts. Our community of faith is founded on a
promise from God. We worship a crucified Savior
who emptied himself to the point of death. We are
marked by the Holy Spirit who empowers us to carry
out God’s mission to the ends of the earth. This is

our call and our mission – A response to what God
has started in us. We proclaim boldly God’s loving
and saving presence in the world.
And that’s what we’ll continue to do into the future.
Many people in our society prefer to focus on the
downfall of the church – the decline in membership.
It’s easy to look at the current trends and feel down
and hopeless. It’s easy to see fewer people in the
sanctuary on Sunday mornings and talk about the
“glory” days of the church and why can’t it be like it
was back then.
Our God is a God of hope, a God who has a future,
not just a past. If this were not true, then there would
not have been a resurrection from the dead. Jesus
brought the past and present into the future – a future
full of hope and promise. A future of Good News.
A future where God’s reign will unfold fully. A future where all of creation will be renewed and restored and God will dwell with us.
I’m bold enough to say that our future is bright. But
it’s not going to look like it did in the middle of the
20th century or any other time in the past. We aren’t
going back – we’re headed forward. That’s what
reformation is all about. Reformation is about uncluttering the church, and reclaiming its core so that
the church can move forward to carry out its mission
to the world.
We aren’t going back – we’re headed forward.
That’s what resurrection is all about. Resurrection is
about Jesus taking what is dead and giving it new
life.
Whose we are hasn’t changed – we are God’s. What
we do and how we do it will change. Jesus will continue to reform us. Jesus will continue to renew us.
And Jesus will continue to bring what we thought
was dead and bring it
back to life – all for the
sake of proclaiming
boldly God’s Good
News.
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Stewardship
Committed Spiritual Giving
Money - We can’t live, or operate, without it, but…
Most of us find it difficult to talk about.

us, prays, and asks God to guide us in making a
Commitment in the Financial Gift we are to give God,
here at St. Stephen, on a committed and consistent
basis, whether it be weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly –
the idea is to be consistent in the timing and with the
gift amount – whatever that gift amount might be; remembering that we are merely giving back to God,
what God had first given us.

We do not want to talk about our money – It’s either
very personal to us and “none of your business”; or,
we were taught, at a very young age, that our money is
a very private thing. As parents, we often settle
financial matters while the kiddos are in bed. In
marriages, money (or the lack of it) causes great
marital stressors. We are told in our careers “don’t tell If you are already one, in the handful, of Committed
what you make” or “this raise was given in discre- Spiritual Givers at St. Stephen, the Stewardship
tion”.
Team thanks you, and invites you to share your testiThis “don’t talk about money” attitude carries into all mony on giving, and how it has impacted your life and
your relationship with God. Please contact Le Ewell
facets of our lives, including Church. But the concern
or Pastor Matthew on sharing that testimony!
is…
We NEED to be able to talk openly, honestly, and If you are not yet a Committed Spiritual Giver at St.
Stephen, Stewardship invites you the pray about befrankly, about money at church.
Do we want to be
coming a Committed Spiritual Giver, at whatever level
able to pay our new Pastor? Do we want a Youth
you are able to give. We more than understand the
Director? Do we want a Choir Director? Do we want
difficult times in our economy and how something
to continue to pay for an Office Manager and
always pops up – but we also understand how commitCustodian? Do we want to be able to turn the lights on
ments fulfill relationships – with God, with one anothwhen we come in for Worship? Do we want the heat
or air conditioner on? In other words – do we want St. er, and with our environment.
Stephen to continue as a worshipping community???
Do we want to continue to sponsor Community
Meals? Do we want to continue our mission work in
El Salvador? Do we want to help our local community
- the homeless, the sick, the widows, the children and
babies, and the weary? Do we want to send kids, and
families, to Camp?
My guess is that we answered “yes” to the above questions, because St. Stephen is a giving church – we like
to help, feed, and nurture people. To continue this
great work, we need to have candor discussions about
OUR personal money; we need to recognize that the
multitude of hands our church is stretching into the
community comes from the donations WE give.
Stewardship picked up the Simply Giving Campaign
in September -and for October, we are moving onto
“Committed Spiritual Giving” – what is that, you ask?
Committed Spiritual Giving is when we, each one of
New Spirit October 2

Stewardship isn’t just about money. It’s about our
relationship with God. It’s about the faith that God
gives us and the trust that we respond with. It’s about
who is in control of our lives – God, or ourselves.

Stewardship (Continued)
Stewardship 101
Our harvest of blessings

they will benefit ourselves, our families and our communities.

I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the
growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one who For instance:
waters is anything, but only God who gives the • Maintaining the gift of our bodies by eating right,
growth. --1 Corinthians 3:6-7
exercising and getting plenty of sleep, we increase
the likelihood we will live longer, healthier, robust
and resilient lives.
Doesn’t fall give your
spirit a boost when you see • Nourishing our gifts of intelligence and wisdom
through education, reading, exploring, curiosity
the colorful fruits and vegand continually learning, we will be best able to
etables in the farm stands
understand and improve the world around us.
and supermarkets? Orange
pumpkins, red apples, • Cultivating our gift of faith through prayer, worgreen squash, yellow corn
ship, scripture, generosity, love and service, our
and purple eggplants are
lives bear fruits of the spirit -- love, joy, peace,
all tasty reminders of
patience,
kindness,
generosity,
faithfulGod’s abundance.
ness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22We bear in mind that although the farmers grow
the harvest by carefully preparing the soil and planting
in spring, then watering and nourishing all summer,
it’s God that produces the life in the seeds that sprout
into fruitful plants. Farmers manage God’s order of
life by providing the ideal conditions for plants to
grow abundantly. Yes, the plants would grow and produce fruit and vegetables if left wild, but their yield
would not be as plentiful. The attentive, skillful work
of farmers in cooperation with God’s design for life
ensures a harvest of plenty for all.

23).
•

Loving and tending to our spouses, children, parents, siblings and other relatives, we build strong,
healthy families and develop caring, purposeful
individuals who can make a difference.

Our farmers are stewards of the earth, not only understanding how to make the most of God’s gift of plant
life but also working tirelessly to achieve it. They are
partners with God to create a bounty of blessings for
our dinner table.
We are stewards of our lives, not only understanding
how to best use our gifts of time and talent and treasure but also faithfully striving to make the most of all
with which we have been entrusted. We are partners
with God to create a bounty of blessings for ourselves,
our communities and our world.

Fall harvest provides a wonderful metaphor for how
we are stewards of all the blessings that God gives us.
We know that God has given us wonderful, amazing
gifts, such as family, community, church, health, intelligence, time, and relationships. And we also know
that we are responsible for caring for them and work- --Rob Blezard
ing hard to provide the ideal conditions under which
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Rejoicing Spirits
Matthew 16:13-20 Jesus went to the area of Caesarea Philippi. He said to his followers, “Who do people say I am?”
They answered, “Some people say you are John the Baptizer. Others say you are Elijah. And some say you are Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.” Then Jesus said to his followers, “And who do you say I am? "Simon Peter answered, “You are
the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus answered, “You are blessed, Simon son of Jonah. No one taught you that.
My Father in heaven showed you who I am. So I tell you, you are Peter. And I will build my church on this rock. The
power of death will not be able to defeat my church. I will give you the keys to God’s kingdom. When you speak judgment here on earth, that judgment will be God’s judgment. When you promise forgiveness here on earth, that forgiveness will be God’s forgiveness.” Then Jesus warned his followers not to tell anyone he was the Messiah.

I never tire of stories evidencing God providing for us all according to
our needs.
Chris, staying locally for a short period of time needed some temporary
help with food for the day for his family. He stopped by the church picnic and was blessed with left overs.
Chris wanted to repay our kindness and offered to share his gift of music. It was Rejoicing Spirits Sunday, and Jane, our pianist was unable to
attend.
Chris blessed our Rejoicing Spirits service with concert level music, filling the sanctuary with beautiful music, awe, admiration and thanksgiving.
As we discussed the scripture reading for the day, “Who do you say I
am?”, we used masks guessing who each was for the day. Chris was an
astronaut, Randy a zombie and you can guess the rest. And we talked
about how Peter, referred to as the rock of the church was able to see
Jesus for who he is, the Messiah, the Son of the living God; no masks, no
concealing of the facts, just the plain honest truth.
It was such a joy to worship together and share communion with Chris
that day. He has since moved on, but we hope you join us in continuing
to pray for Chris and his family.
This month when asked, “Who do you say I am?”” one answer is certainly, “The great provider.

Please include our prayer requests with your prayers this month:
Rose prayed for those in Florida, the Caribbean and Texas impacted by hurricanes Harvey and Irma.
Terri offer a prayer of thanks for the miracles amid the disasters of the hurricanes.
And we all offered prayers for Chris and his family, offering prayers of thanks for bringing Chris to us to
share in worshiping You.
Rejoicing Spirits would like to offer a special thank you to Ida Sponsler for helping with the masks for our service, to Randy Neidig for consistently serving as our Technology Specialist and as our Reader today, and
Becky Rensel for ensuring we always have a wonderful fellowship event, and food to share after each service.
Please consider supporting RS by volunteering your time or donating fellowship food items for our service.
Contact Becky Rensel at 766-6478 or becren2007@gmail.com if you are able to help. Food items needed include: chips, pretzels, cupcakes, cookies, yogurt (for our members with swallowing difficulties), or drinks.
Come Rejoice With Us!
October 9th
3:45 p.m. Pre-Worship Sing-Along
4 p.m. Service
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El Salvador
A LONG WAY FROM “PAGAN BABIES”
A very dear Italian friend of mine who was schooled by Roman Catholic nuns in the late 50s, would tell of
Friday mornings in elementary school when every child was required to bring coins for the “pagan baby box”
OR ELSE! Those of us non-Catholics he would tell were unfamiliar with the term so he explained “pagan babies” as -- un-churched, often orphaned children in third world countries in need of a missionary’s splash of
baptismal water and further Christian teachings – at least that’s what the nuns told them.
That required “donation” was his parish’s introduction to missionary work in the church-at-large. I still laugh
every time I think of the term “pagan baby.” Its compulsory tone of “give or else” is anything but laughable,
however.
Rather than “guilt” anyone into giving for pagan babies, we try to describe our ministries in El Salvador and
allow our members to decide if and how they wish to be part of our support team.
Our current Salvadoran ministries include providing educational scholarships, computers, solar cell installation, medical support, and a long-term historical memory/story project.
Regardless of Christian denomination, the goal remains the same -- to follow Jesus’ Great Commission to his
disciples in Matthew 28: 19, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Child presented for Holy Baptism in San Salvador’s Cathedral
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Education
Sunday, October 29
We are celebrating two special
birthdays!
Join us at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
We’ll join the world in celebrating the 500th birthday
of the Protestant Reformation as well as the 250th
birthday of St. Stephen! That’s a lot of candles!!
Our church is having a Reformation 500 Book Fair!
The 500th anniversary of the
Reformation is fast approaching! Do
you want to learn more about Martin
Luther, his writings, and their impact
on Christianity? Do you want to reflect
on the ongoing impact of the Reformation today? Check out our Reformation 500 Book Fair to shop for engaging books on the Reformation for
readers of all ages and interests! Save up to 50% plus receive free
shipping on all the books displayed.
Stop by the table in the Fellowship Hall between October 29 and
November 11 to order some fascinating books on the Reformation for you and your family.
Our Book Fair is sponsored by Augsburg Fortress, the publishing
ministry of the ELCA. The books will include bestselling biographies like Luther the Reformer as well as an atlas of the European Reformations, a graphic novel for young readers, and primary sources from The Annotated Luther series.
Speaking of books, don’t forget to purchase “The Freedom of a
Christian” at our Book Fair. We will use this book for our winter
book discussion starting in January. You can buy the book from
the book fair for about $8, a GREAT discount, and will be prepared for our next study!
Check out our new tree!
If you weren’t at the Church Picnic, be sure to check out
our new tree along Route 11. We planted it in honor of the
500th Anniversary of the Reformation.
We hope that it grows deep roots and wide branches to bear
witness to our growing faith. As we use this 500th anniversary as an occasion to grow in our faith, so may also watch
our tree grow in our community for years to come.
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Thank You
I just want thank community of St Stephen's for helping my family in our time of need after my car accident.
The many meals provided were a huge help and greatly appreciated. While I am still unable to put weight
through my leg, I am able to get around better with less pain. I am hoping I can start therapy and put full
weight through my leg after my next doctor's appointment in early September.
David has made a full recovery! And he even got to go visit his grandparents in Michigan before school started.
Again, I greatly appreciate the generosity and support of the St Stephen's Community.
Thank you
Ashley Cornman

Tidbits
Reforming Evangelical Moment
A moment of God at work from Daryl Gochenauer
As most of you know my nephew, Joel, has been on both our and Trindle Springs' prayer list for cancer. I
spoke to Joel this past Sunday. Some background on my brother's family. All were baptized but were not
frequent participants in the church family. Joel said that he appreciated being put on the prayer list. (I didn't
ask him if I could put him on it, Ja'net just did it.) He stated, " I couldn't believe all the people who care d
about me and remembered me." Many sent him well wishes through a variety of correspondence. God's
work thru Prayer does matter and is realized by the individual at the most amazing moment.
Mark your calendars...really!! Lutheran Movie night will be
October 29th., Reformation Day!. Stay tuned for the time.
We’ll watch the movie and have some time for discussion. After
the movie, we will play “Pin the thesis on the door,” create some
catchy Reformation jingles (spoofs of Johann Tetzel’s line). You
can even purchase Indulgences (baked good sales with the proceeds going to our Synod Benevolence). We’ll have popcorn and
more fun. This is a great way to spend Reformation evening! Be
one of the very few who will be able to say they celebrated the
500th anniversary of the Reformation!
September was SEPSIS Awareness month. Due to my recent hospitalization and ongoing recovery from
this serious and near deadly infection, I feel God calling me to share some information in hopes of preventing
a similar experience for you. The only symptom I had was high fever (104) which could be lowered w Tylenol to 102) plus a vision of a black grid whenever I was in the chills/shaking phase periodically thro ughout
a 24 hr period....fever can do that....thought I had the flu......NO PAIN EVER to indicate a serious problem.
Apparently it began with a UTI....NO PAIN EVER! Waited 4 days for improvement after which we went to
ER. Had I waited another 24 hours, Jesus and I would have most likely met face to face that day! Well,
hopefully Jesus and not that other character!! Please read an article posted on the bulletin board in the entryway to inform yourself of the dangers. ~Lynne Immell
We still need Apple Festival Basket Raffle donations! There is a box the stage to drop them off.
Do your want to easily support the Lutheran Camping Corporation? Check out the two simple ways to earn
money for our ELCA Lutheran Camping Corporation:
When shopping, instead of going to Amazon.com, go to smile.amazon.com. Use your same login.
Pick your charity.
Instead of using google, go to goodsearch.com. Pick your charity. Search away!
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Daryl Gochenauer
Ja’net Grey

Ushers

Greeter

Mary & Lenny
Zook

Dan Wills*
Laura Wills
Bill Wills
Wayne Lengel

Art & Julie
Grove

Tom Burson*
Julie Grove

Art Grove

Pa0y Haggerty, Cheryl Neidig,
Tom Burson

Frank & June
Roberto

Dan Wills*
Mary Zook
Lenny Zook
Wayne Lengel

Ja ‘net Grey

Tina Gordon

Rose Hlavac, Cheryl Neidig,
Tom Burson

Tom Burson*
Julie Grove

Sue Rodgers

Communion

Beth Lengel

Counters

Greg John

Sara Houser

Assis5ng
Minister

Greg John

Paule0e Krewson

Ja’net Grey

Art Grove

Beth Lengel

Cantor

Kathy Burson

Lloyd Sheaﬀer

Jenna Gordon

10:45 am

Ja’net Grey

Greg John

Melinda Bailey

Lector

David Herb

8:00 am

October 8

Altar Guild

David Herb

David Herb

10:45 am

Acolyte

8:00 am

October 1

Rose Hlavac, Cheryl Neidig,
Tom Burson

Ja’net Grey

Ken & Carol
Clelland

Tom Burson*
Julie Grove

Dan Wills*
Laura Wills
Bill Wills
Wayne Lengel

Bev Caley

Julie Grove

Julie Grove

Kathy Burson

Steve Read

Lianna Grove

10:45 am

Daryl Gochenauer

Crystal Houser

Lynne Immell

Laura Wills

Sara Houser

8:00 am

October 15

Steve & Judy
Read

Tom Burson*
Julie Grove

Kathy Burson

Steve Read

Ma0 Schroeder

Stacy Schroeder

David Herb

10:45 am

Rose Hlavac, Cheryl Neidig,
Tom Burson

Ja’net Grey

Sherry Rudacille &
Sue Rodgers

Dan Wills*
Laura Wills
Bill Wills
Wayne Lengel

Crystal Houser

Crystal Houser

Maxine
Montgomery

Sara Houser

David Herb

8:00 am

October 22

Worship Assistants for October

Rose Hlavac, Cheryl Neidig,
Tom Burson

Ja’net Grey

Pat & Parker
Lee

Tom Burson*
Julie Grove

Dan Wills*
Laura Wills
Bill Wills
Wayne Lengel

Grace Stoner

Tom Burson

Tina Gordon

Ma0 Schroeder

Stacy Schroeder

Carly Gordon

10:45 am

Bill Wills

Sara Houser

Maxine
Montgomery

Beth Lengel

David Herb

8:00 am

October 29
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23
6:00p Boy Scouts

30
6:00p Boy Scouts

22
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

29
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship
7:00p Anniversary Legislative
Presentation
Luther Movie Night

9
6:00p Boy Scouts
7:00p Congregation
Council Meeting

16
6:00p Boy Scouts
7:00p Evangelism
Committee Meeting

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

8
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
4:00p

2
6:00p Boy Scouts

MON

15
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Dulcimer’s practice

1
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
2:00p

SUN

31

24
9:00a
7:00p

17
7:00p

The Breakfast Club
Education
Committee Meeting

Worship & Music
Committee Meeting

10
4:30p Social Ministries
Committee Meeting

3

TUE

25
10:30a Bible Study
6:00p Quilting
7:00p Bible Study

18
10:30a Bible Study
6:00p Quilting
7:00p Bible Study

11
10:30a Bible Study
6:00p Quilting
7:00p Bible Study

4
10:30a Bible Study
6:00p Quilting
6:30p Stewardship
Committee Meeting
7:00p Bible Study

WED

26
9:00a

19
9:00a

12
9:00a

5
9:00a

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

THU

October 2017

27

20

13

6

FRI

28

21
8:00a Men’s Breakfast
9:00a 47th Annual Apple
Festival
5:00p Community Meal

14

7
9:30a 4-H Creative
Expressions Club

SAT

Special Occasions

Earl & Lorraine Bock
Gerald & Tina Gordon
Darren & Lori Shope
Ronald & Brenda Kimmel

1-Oct
1-Oct
2-Oct
10-Oct

Jeffrey Holtz
Sue Rodgers
Grace Stoner
Brenda Kimmel

3-Oct
3-Oct
7-Oct
8-Oct

Isaac Kuhn
Melinda Bailey
Ginny Buzilow
Howard Wyland

23-Oct
24-Oct
24-Oct
24-Oct

Julie Grove
John Montgomery

11-Oct
17-Oct

Crystal Houser
Gerald Gordon

27-Oct
29-Oct

Mary Zook
Nicole Grove

17-Oct
20-Oct

Taven Grove
Amanda Stover-Jones

31-Oct
31-Oct

Myles & Arla Neitz-Parker
James & Christine Gutshall
Jeff & Jessica Hoke
Howard & Dollie Wyland

13-Oct
21-Oct
26-Oct
27-Oct

St. Stephen Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 266
New Kingstown, PA 17072
Phone: 766-2168
www.StStephenLC.org

Organist & Choir Director: Vacant
music@StStephenLC.org

Pastor: Reverend Matthew Best
pastor@ststephenlc.org
Parish Office Manager: Kevin Stafford
office@StStephenLC.org

Custodian: Michael Wogan

If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain list (to receive notifications of prayer
requests throughout the week), you can sign up with Mike Kulikauskas, or by emailing
office@ststephenlc.org. At any time, you can send prayer requests to
prayer@ststephenlc.org
Bob Lamp

Alzheimer’s disease

Michael Smith

Cancer

Hen Yohn

Health issues

Darlene

Friend of Michael

Joel Gochenauer

Ongoing cancer Treatment

Delia

Battling cancer

Patty Haggerty

Recovering from surgery

Family of Pastor
Shilling

Pastor Shilling died on
September 24

Hospital Admissions
Pastoral Care in Times of Emergency or Crisis. If you need emergency pastoral care, please call the
St. Stephen office at 766-2168 (leave a voice mail if necessary), or call Pastor Matthew at 717-8057598.
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