St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church New Kingstown, PA August 2017

We are a community of faith inspired and empowered by the Holy Spirit to proclaim
boldly the Good News of God’s loving, saving presence in the world.

During the sermon on
July 23rd, I quoted Gary
Vaynerchuk who wrote
his observation about
what makes Apple (the
computer company) so unique. He wrote “Apple
focuses on building a relationship that will last by
deploying all of its energy on branding and showcasing how your life will change when you switch over
to iPhone.”
I challenged the congregation to consider changing a
few words and here’s what it sounded like: St. Stephen Lutheran Church focuses on building a relationship that will last by deploying all of our energy on
showcasing how our lives are changing when Jesus
encounters us.
When Jesus encounters us, our lives change – not
just in some theoretical way. Jesus has a way of
changing people’s plans and lives in unexpected
ways. We read story after story of this happening
throughout the New Testament – stories about Mary
and Joseph, Mary Magdalene, Peter and the Apostles, Paul, Lazarus and Mary and Martha, and the
many more whose lives were changed by an encounter with Jesus, either directly or by way of one of Jesus’ followers. But that isn’t new – God has been
changing lives since the very beginning. Read about
Abraham and Sarah, or Moses, or Ruth, or the prophets and the judges, or David, or the many other figures of the Old Testament.

news with those around us.
We are stewards of hope for a world that can seem
hopeless. We are entrusted with carrying the message of grace to people who are weighed down,
judged, and exhausted. We are called to share the
best news in the history of humanity with those
around us to the ends of the earth. Because Jesus
encounters us, we have been changed and we become instruments of God’s mission to the world –
right here in Central Pennsylvania. It’s a message
the world is desperate to hear.
As we go forward in our ministry together, I ask you
to open your ears, eyes, and hearts to seeing and
hearing these stories of how Jesus is changing lives –
especially our own lives. Share these stories with
others at St. Stephen and with our neighbors. I want
to hear the stories of how Jesus encounters our lives
and those around us – tell me the stories, send them
to me by e-mail (pastor@StStephenLC.org), send me
a message on Facebook – heck, you can text me
while it’s happening (717-805-7598).
People want to hear good news. They want to be a
part of something that is thriving and alive – something that gives life and hope and a future. People
are desperate to experience grace and love. And we,
as a church, have a unique opportunity to do just that.
When Jesus shows up, we encounter more than just a
message. When Jesus shows up, lives are changed.
Let’s tell the story.

God is in the business of changing lives and calls on
us to participate in this work. As Jesus encounters us
in worship and in daily life, we are changed. As our
lives are changed, we are called to share this good
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Leadership Ledger

The Congregational Council met on Monday, June
12, 2017. The Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports
were approved and the payment of May’s expenditures was ratified.

The Congregational Council met on Monday, July 10,
2017. The Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports were
approved and the payment of June’s expenditures was
ratified.

Interim Pastor Carol Bowman, Lela Ewell, and Lloyd
Sheaffer shared their experiences at the annual Lower
Susquehanna Synod Assembly. The primary information shared focused upon the Synod’s program of
re-energizing and refocusing our local parishes and
their ministries, R3 reFORM, reNEW, reVISION
based upon Romans 3:28.

Based upon the various committee reports submitted,
several matters were discussed: the desire to have
evening Bible studies; the need for more Sunday offering counters; donations for prizes for the August
Rejoicing Spirit Bingo activity; and an assortment of
possibilities for Youth and Family activities. Also,
Matt Schroeder has accepted responsibility to replace
the basketball hoop so that it can be used by youth
during the summer months. Members also
considered further possible uses for unexpended memorial funds.

While many different possibilities exist, the key aspect of changing our efforts involve making deliberate choices to move outside the parish with ministry
rather than working to bring outsiders into the parish.
Over the course of the next several months, Council
members will examine a number of possible directions to take as we listen to how God intends us
to minister to the community.

The following actions growing from committee and
other reports were taken as items of New Business:
1. Council voted in favor of moving forward to
pursue a Pastoral Sabbatical Leave policy
per Pastor Matthew’s suggestion.
2. Council decided against sharing the cost of the
During committee reports the Finance Committee
bounce house, per Pastor Erik’s request, for NKFC
asked Council members to consider suggestions for
ways to use faithfully the various memorial funds that Community Day on July 29, due to the high cost
and short notice.
have not as yet been expended. The Social Ministry
Committee reported on its efforts to secure a Commu- 3. Council voted in favor of implementing monthly
nity Aid donation box for our property. Under Proper- “loose change” Sundays on the first Sunday of
ty Committee matters, reports were given on the roof each month to help reduce the bell tower
repairs to the east side of the church building and the obligation.
requirement by Pennsylvania-American Water ComThe July meeting adjourned with closing prayers and
pany to install a back pressure valve on our water
the extinguishing of the Christ Candle.
line.
Council ratified Gerald Gordon’s request to use the
pavilion on June 17th, and heard that Bonnie Baim
and Mary Zook are moving forward with the 250th
Anniversary Photo Directory for the parish.
The Council accepted two communications: (1) the
completed Official Letter of Call of the Reverend
Matthew Best to serve as St. Stephen’s full-time pastor and (1) Pastor Matthew’s official letter of acceptance of this call. Pastor Best will begin
his service at St. Stephen on Monday, June 26, 2017.
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Your 2018 Congregational Council
Lloyd Sheaffer, Pres.
Paulette Krewson, VP
Tina Gordon, Sec.
Matt Schroeder, Treas.
Rev. Matthew Best, Pr
Crystal Houser

Cheryl Neidig
Marty Baim
Lela Ewell
Julie Grove
Rose Hlavac
Sara Houser

Education
Camping Scholarship Donations
The
Educational Ministry
Committee
and
many
members
of
our congregation want everyone in the St.
Stephen family
to have the opportunity to experience church camp,
regardless of the family’s ability to pay. We believe
that summer camp is a wonderful opportunity to live
in Christian community, to experience God’s presence in the great outdoors, and to be renewed in their
faith.

Through the generosity of present members of our
congregation, and the endowed funds of those who
have gone before us, we are able to offer scholarships
to help make camp a reality for all who are interested.
In 2016, we awarded 15 scholarships for week-long
camp and/or day camp for a total of $3,929.
This year we’ve had so many requests for scholarship help that we are over budget because we didn’t want to deny any of our members this opportunity!
If you are able to contribute to this fund, please note
“camping scholarship fund” on your check or offering
envelope.

Sunday, September 3
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
An intergenerational event for everyone!
In 1517, Martin Luther collected 95 points to stoke
discussion about the corruption of the medieval
Church. He then nailed his famous “95 Theses” to the
door of his hometown church in Wittenberg. With
that small, symbolic act, Luther unleashed a storm of
change, kicking off the most important religious event
of the last millennium—the Protestant Reformation.
To help us understand the whats, hows, and whys of it
all, we’ll be viewing the public television special,
called Rick Steves’ Luther and the Reformation.
Feel free to BYOP! (Bring Your Own Popcorn!)
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El Salvador
SCHOLARSHIPS ARE VITAL TO YOUTH IN EL SALVADOR WITHOUT OPTIONS
The background of this photo shows the humble surroundings in which they live. Some of them were born
and raised here in this campesino community. Others recently moved here with their families to escape the
cities due to the extreme violence and gang recruitment threatening their lives.
They all came to the small Lutheran Church here begging for help. It is our privilege to offer financial assistance to them.
In the coming months we will share more specifics on individual students we are helping through our scholarship program.
Thank you to each of you in our congregation who feel called to faithfully respond to that plea.

On the Horizon
Sunday, September 10
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
Another intergenerational event for everyone!
Everyone is invited to learn more about the Reformation with our special guest…Martin Luther!
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Evangelism
To help celebrate our church's 250 years anniversary
and the 500 years Reformation, we will be offering
you the opportunity to order shirts and sweatshirts in
your choice of color with original emblems commemorating these two " once in a lifetime " events!
Look for our information table in fellowship hall in
September on how to get yours.

Appreciation abounds for all of you who are making
the effort to wear your name tags during services and
activities. If you need to have a name tag made,
please email Tina Gordon with what you like on it.
Her email address is: tinagordon@hotmail.com

Thank you
To my friends and family at St. Stephen:
Thank you for your financial and spiritual support
throughout my journey of faith which has led me
from Haiti to South Africa and, most recently, to seminary for the past four years. As my time of theological education and training comes to an end and I prepare to enter ordained ministry, I wanted to pause and
make sure you know that I give thanks to God for you
and your faithfulness every day. Your faithful financial and spiritual support has enabled me to discern
and respond to God’s call to become a pastor.

Therefore, it is with great joy and thankfulness that I
invited you to my ordination which is scheduled for
Saturday, August 12th at 4pm at St. Stephen (pending
a positive call vote on July 30th). I look forward to
honoring the journey of faith we have shared together
as members of the body of Christ and marking the
start of a new leg of my own journey. Thank you
once again for all of the support you have shown me
over the years. I look forward to celebrating with
you.
God’s peace be with you.
Mike Lengel
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Randy Neidig

Julie Grove

Julie Grove

Julie Grove

Ken Clelland*
Greg John

Frank & June
Roberto

Sara Houser

Crystal Houser

Beth Lengel

Crystal Houser

Alan Gamble

Daryl Gochenauer*
Ja ‘net Grey

Ron & Brenda
Kimmel

Acolyte

Lector

Cantor

Assis7ng
Minister

Communion

Ushers

Greeter

N/A

Ryan & Pa2y Haggerty

Grace Stoner

Ryan & Pa2y Haggerty
Parker Lee

Giant GiA
Card Dist.

Counters

Ron & Brenda Kimmel

Ken Clelland*
Greg John

Carol Clelland

Tina Gordon

Ma2 Schroeder

Tom Burson

Jenna Gordon

10:45 am

Ron & Brenda Kimmel

Larry & Laura
Trester

Daryl Gochenauer*
Ja ‘net Grey

Lloyd Sheaﬀer

Beth Lengel

Paule2e Krewson

Lynne Immell

David Herb

8:00 am

August 13

Altar Guild

Art Grove

10:45 am

8:00 am

August 6

Earl & Lorraine
Bock

Ken Clelland*
Greg John

Art Grove

Tina Gordon

Kathy Burson

Pat Gilmore-Lee

Carly Gordon

10:45 am

Rose Hlavac; Tom Burson

Pa2y Haggerty

Ron & Brenda Kimmel

Marty & Bonnie
Baim

Daryl Gochenauer*
Ja ‘net Grey

Sue Rodgers

Lynne Immell

Lynne Immell

Pat Seiple

Sara Houser

8:00 am

August 20

Freda Wentz
Leslie Menear

Ken Clelland*
Greg John

Julie Grove

Ryan & Pa2y Haggerty; Cheryl Neidig

N/A

Ron & Brenda Kimmel

Sherri Rudacille
Sue Rodgers

Daryl Gochenauer*
Ja ‘net Grey

Caroline Sheaﬀer

Julie Grove

Ma2 Schroeder

Maxine
Montgomery

Crystal Houser

Lorraine Bock

David Herb

10:45 am

Lloyd Sheaﬀer

David Herb

8:00 am

August 27
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28
6:00p Boy Scouts

27
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

14
6:00p Boy Scouts
7:00p Congregation
Council Meeting

21
6:00p Boy Scouts
7:00p Evangelism
Committee Meeting

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

13
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
4:00p

7
6:00p Boy Scouts

MON

20
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Dulcimer’s practice

6
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
2:00p

SUN

29
9:00a
7:00p

22
7:00p

15

The Breakfast Club
Worship & Music
Committee Meeting

Education
Committee Meeting

8
4:30p Social Ministries
Committee Meeting

1

TUE

30
6:00p

23
6:00p

16
6:00p

9
6:00p

2
6:00p
7:00p

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting
Stewardship
Committee Meeting

WED

31
9:00a

24
9:00a

17
9:00a

10
9:00a

3
9:00a

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

THU

August 2017

25

18

11

4

FRI

Ordination
Service

26

19
8:00a Men’s Breakfast
5:00p Community Meal

12
4:00p

5
9:30a 4-H Creative Expressions Club

SAT

Special Occasions
Lily Gonzalez
Mandy Gonzalez
Ryan Haggerty
Emma Cornman
Lucas Cornman
Sandy Deihl
Christian John
William Scheffer
Laura Wills
Kathy Burson
Lily Fabian

Jay & Karen Livingston
1-Aug
William & Carol Scheffer 5-Aug
John & Stacey Teitman
12-Aug

2-Aug
2-Aug
2-Aug
3-Aug
3-Aug
4-Aug
4-Aug
5-Aug
5-Aug
8-Aug
8-Aug

Ryan Wolf
Earl Bock II
Caroline Sheaffer
Carly Gordon
Patricia Lingle
Ira Ewell
Sara Houser
LyNette Clements
Jonathan Filipovich
Howard Brown
Devon Houser

9-Aug
10-Aug
10-Aug
11-Aug
13-Aug
14-Aug
14-Aug
15-Aug
15-Aug
16-Aug
16-Aug

Ronald Kimmel
Rachel Runk
Keith Bailey
Michael Lengel
John Teitman
Savanna Weigel
Sherry Rudacille
Betty Windemaker
Patty Haggerty
Cody Teitman
Doreen Pavlakovich
Laura Treaster

17-Aug
20-Aug
21-Aug
23-Aug
25-Aug
25-Aug
25-Aug
27-Aug
27-Aug
28-Aug
28-Aug
30-Aug

Don & Carol Zeigler 15-Aug
Glen & Carrie Lewis 19-Aug
Len & Mary Zook
27-Aug

St. Stephen Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 266
New Kingstown, PA 17072
Phone: 766-2168
www.StStephenLC.org

Organist & Choir Director: Steve Pastena
music@StStephenLC.org

Pastor: Reverend Matthew Best
pastor@ststephenlc.org
Parish Office Manager: Kevin Stafford
office@StStephenLC.org

Custodian: Michael Wogan

If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain list (to receive notifications of prayer
requests throughout the week), you can sign up with Mike Kulikauskas, or by emailing
office@ststephenlc.org. At any time, you can send prayer requests to
prayer@ststephenlc.org
Bob Lamp

Alzheimer’s disease

Michael Smith

Cancer

Hen Yohn

Health issues

Darlene

Friend of Michael

Ira Ewell

Continues in the drug and
alcohol rehab program

Family of Vergean
Wennell

She joined the church triumphant
on 7/21/2017

Hospital Admissions
Pastoral Care in Times of Emergency or Crisis. If you need emergency pastoral care, please call the
St. Stephen office at 766-2168 (leave a voice mail if necessary), or call Pastor Matthew at 717-8057598.
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