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We are a community of faith inspired and empowered by the Holy Spirit to proclaim
boldly the Good News of God’s loving, saving presence in the world.
Let’s pretend that
all of you are in
the adult Sunday
Church
School
class that I am
privileged to lead.
It is not unusual for us to begin with a little lesson
about Koine Greek, the language in which the New
Testament was originally recorded. Understanding
a bit about the connotations and associations of the
original scripture words often helps us modern
readers comprehend more fully the message of a
given biblical passage.
Today’s words are xrónov (chrónos) and kairóv
(kairós), two of the several Greek words meaning
time. Chronos refers to time as we typically perceive it—seconds, minutes, years, centuries, and so
on; chronos suggests a measurable passing of time;
it is why clocks are sometimes labeled as chronometers. Kairos indicates an entirely different kind of
time; it means “the right time” or “an opportune
time” or “the appointed time.” In short, chronos
suggests “human time,” and kairos signifies “God’s
time.”
I offer this linguistic lesson as a way of addressing
a question that we Congregational Council members are hearing often: When will we be getting a
new pastor? Frankly, the only correct response we
can give is “In God’s time.”
Certainly we can do nothing to speed up “God’s
time”; God works as God chooses to work. That
does not mean, though, that we spend our “human
time” merely waiting for God to say this is the appointed time for a new pastor at St. Stephen. Instead we should see this chronos as a gift, as time
to be active in serving God’s will and fulfilling the
mission God has set before this parish, especially
since we do not have a full-time pastor to lead and
encourage and spur us to action.

advantaged, to share the Gospel with those we encounter and invite them to become a participant in
this joy-filled life as a follower of the Savior Jesus.
This period of chronos is the perfect time to reinvolve ourselves in the ministries and activities of
our many committees and parish groups: from volunteering time and muscle to assist the Property
Committee in keeping our plant and grounds ready
for services and ministry activities to contacting
inactive members and inviting them to rejoin in
God’s work at this place; from chaperoning youth
activities to generating effective ways to keep the
stewardship message of treasure/time/talent alive
and active in the parish; from donating foodstuffs
to New Hope Ministries and the Seminary food
banks to gathering to prepare meals for our neighbors and members who are without adequate sustenance.
Even though we now have a new interim pastor,
Rev. Carol Bowman, Council members have determined that a part-time interim is sufficient for the
parish at this time. Therefore, we members will
need to continue doing more in this continuing
transitional chronos period.
The challenges we are facing at this time are no
greater than other trials this parish has faced during
its first 249 years. During this 250th year of St. Stephen’s answering God’s call to serve and evangelize God’s people, let none of us forget Paul’s reassuring words in Romans 8:31, “What then shall
we say about these things? If God is for us, who
can be against us?”
Since God is always for us, we must use our
chronos boldly as we serve boldly and faithfully
during this era of kairos.
Shalom,
- Lloyd Sheaffer,
President, Congregational Council

More than ever this is the time for each of us to
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Leadership Ledger
The March 20, 2017, Congregational Council was a
sion Site Profile will be forwarded to the Lower Susthree-pronged event, due primarily to having canceled quehanna Synod which will post the position on the
the regular meeting due to inclement weather condi- ELCA website.
tions.
In the final section of the meeting, Council
In addition to the acceptance and approval of
the Secretary’s Report and the Treasurer’s Report,
members passed three motions from committees: (1)
Finance and Property Committees: approved entering
into a 36-month contract with Entrust Energy to provide electricity to the church property; (2) Property
Committee: approved a motion to award a contract to
Miller’s Roofing, Inc. to repair the deteriorating roof
on the east side of the Educational Building; (3) Property Committee: approved a motion to award a contract to Jeffrey A. Wilbur Plumbing and Heating, Inc.
to clean 3 4-ton A/C and 7 window A/C units.

members met and held conversation with the proposed part-time interim pastor, the Reverend Carol
Bowman. Pastor Sharron Blezard introduced Pastor
Carol, who provided us with some of personal history
and background and her pastoral experiences; she
then responded to questions the Council had supplied
to her prior to the meeting. Beyond that Pastor Carol
shared her thoughts on some other topics that arose
during the discussion.

After this conversation Council met to share
their reactions to Pastor Carol. Overwhelming delight
characterized members’ comments as they approved
During the second segment of the meeting, the unanimously Pastor Carol’s appointment to serve as
Congregational Council met with the St. Stephen Call St. Stephen’s part-time intern until we are in a posiCommittee and synod representative Pastor Sharron
tion to call a full-time pastor. Pastor Carol was deBlezard to review the Mission Site Profile document lighted at the outcome of the meeting.
completed by the Call Committee over the last six
The Congregational Council will hold its next
months. Council members approved the document
regular meeting on Monday, April 10, 2017, in the
(with a few minor changes to some sections of the
church library.
MSP). As soon as those changes are made, the Mis-

Welcome Pastor Carol Bowman
We are happy to announce that the Reverend Carol Bowman has begun her service
as a part-time interim pastor at St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Pastor Carol has varied experiences in serving in both called pastorates and in interim pastor situations.
She is looking forward to becoming an integral part of the many ministries at St.
Stephen as we continue to serve God and God’s people in this community.
Watch future NewSpirit issues to learn more about Pastor Carol.

A Special Thank You
Dear Friends at St. Stephen,
My Family and I wish to thank the members of the
congregation for the many prayers, words of encouragement, cards, phone calls and visits during the extended illness and recent passing of our beloved husband, father, and grandfather, Dean Lebo.
We truly appreciate all of the kindnesses extended to
us,
The help and outpouring of love shown to us at his
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recent funeral was overwhelming and gave us so
much comfort in our sadness at losing this wonderful
man.
Our heartfelt thanks go out to each member of this
extraordinary congregation.
May God bless each of you.
Sincerely,
Dolores Lebo and family

Worship & Music
Holy Week at St. Stephen
Sunday, April 9: Palm Sunday Worship at 8:00 AM and 10:45 AM
Sunday school for all ages at 9:30 AM
There will be an optional Procession of Palms leaving from the Welcome Center.
Please assemble by 10:40am. All children are encouraged to participate!
Thursday, April 13: Maundy Thursday worship and Agape Feast at 6:00 PM

Friday, April 15: Good Friday worship service at 7:00 with Trinity United Methodist Church, New
Kingstown
Join our Methodist brothers and sisters in Christ as we host Pastor Eric and the
congregation of Trinity United Methodist Church to remember and give thanks to
God for our Savior’s death on our behalf.

Sunday, April 16: Festival worship service at 8:00 AM and 10:45 AM.
Pot-luck Easter Brunch at 9:00 AM.
Sunday school for all ages at 9:30 AM

On the Horizon
Circle May 21 2017 on your calendars. That is the
annual Memorial Day Flag Ceremony at Longsdorf
Cemetery! As always, this is a tri-team event, with
members of St. Stephen, Troop 180 and Trinity

2017 Women’s Retreat!
This year’s theme is., “Come Recharge Your Spirit.”
When: May 5th—7th
Where: Camp Eder, near Gettysburg
Cost: $165 with Scholarships available
The retreat this year is the first weekend in May. It

United Methodist Church leading the
way. Stay tuned for more information. Contact Parker Lee, 6972049 with questions!

should be great weather, so outdoor activities will be
a priority. If you plan to attend, please let Freda or
Ginny know so we can get a preliminary count.
We look forward to another fun
and Spiritual retreat.
All St. Stephen women, and their
friends, are welcome!
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Rejoicing Spirits
“Faith
Romans 4: 13-17 - God’s Promise Received Through Faith
Abraham and his descendants received the promise that they would get the whole world. But Abraham did not
receive that promise because he followed the law. He received that promise because he was right with God
through his faith. If people could get God’s promise by following the law, then faith is worthless. And God’s
promise to Abraham is worthless, because the law can only bring God’s anger on those who disobey it. But if
there is no law, then there is nothing to disobey.
So people get what God promised by having faith. This happens so that the promise can be a free gift. And if
the promise is a free gift, then all of Abraham’s people will get that promise. The promise is not just for those
who live under the Law of Moses. It is for all who live with faith as Abraham did. He is the father of us all. As
the Scriptures say, “I have made you a father of many nations.” This is true before God, the one Abraham believed—the God who gives life to the dead and speaks of things that don’t yet exist as if they are real.
We were blessed to worship with David, Sybil and
Mike this month as we discussed this interesting reading from Romans. We learned about God’s promise to
Abraham. When Abraham & Sara are VERY old,
God promises them that they will have a son. And not
only one son, but he promises them that they will have
more children than there are stars spread across many
nations. Wow! But they believed, they had faith, they
trusted God to keep his promise

approached the congregation and told you that Rose
was a bank robber! And they had all sorts of pictures
with all sorts of evidence.

We talked about those are
3 words you may think
mean the same thing ..
faith, belief and trust
Belief is a part of faith,
but not the whole thing
Trust is believing in spite
of the evidence
Faith is a belief and trust
in something for which
there is no proof, it is
complete trust

Faith in God is much like that. Like the wind, we
can’t see God. But we can see evidence of God all
around us, and we have stories of Jesus in the bible,
and we can feel the Holy Sprits in our hearts guiding
us to God at every turn. And we believe in God in
spite of not being able to physical see, hear and touch
him. We believe God loves and cares for us. That
belief and trust without actual proof is faith.

To show the difference, David came forward. Rose
asked if he believed she would never put him in
harm’s way. David smiled and agreed. But when
Rose asked to blindfold David, he changed his mind!

Most people would be surprised and shocked. But as
they thought about it more, most would decide to ignore them. Why? Because they know Rose. Most
would trust Rose in spite of their evidence, because
they have your own evidence.

Abraham’s promise from God was realized through
faith, not anything he did. And even though Abraham
& Sara were probably a bit confused, they had faith
that God would keep his promise, no matter how impossible it sounded.

Luckily, Randy came forward and agreed to let Rose
blindfold him. He believed I would never hurt him.
And by letting me blindfold him, he showed his trust
in me. Then, as Rose walked him around the sanctuary, he was an example of faith, a belief and a trust in
Rose for which he had no evidence it will be OK.
We talked about another example. The congregation
agreed that in general, Rose was a pretty good person.
And the more they got to know her, the more that rein- It is probably a pretty good guess that one thing Abraforced their belief. But, we pretended that someone
ham & Sara didn’t count on was how God’s promise
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Rejoicing Spirits (continued)
was to come true. They probably thought God was
going to give them many children right then, in their
lifetime. They probably didn’t think that God was going to fulfill his promise by giving them many grandchildren for generations to make his promise come
true. People like you, and me.

We, like Abraham and Sarah, need faith and trust in
God, and we, like Abraham and Sarah, need to keep
doing the good things that God asks us to do, even
when we can’t see how the promise will be fulfilled in
the end.

Thank you to Sybil for leading us in the Lord’s Prayer
Sometimes we hear God’s promise to us and we might and being our reader for the day. Check out her pichave ideas about how that promise should be fulfilled, ture with our lovely stole. And thank you to David for
but that might not always be the same as God’s idea. helping us setup, cleanup and run the name tag table!
Please include our prayer requests with your prayers
this month:

Mike and Darlene as Mike learns more about his
brain cancer

All those who need to travel during the upcoming
snow storm

We celebrated birthdays this month! Please keep our
birthday rejoicers in your prayers:

Pastor Lewis’ recovery

Randy 2/14

Come Rejoice With Us!

St. Stephen Rejoicing Spirits
Supports

April 19th
3:45 p.m. Pre-Worship Sing-Along
4 p.m. Service

Fellowship Corner
Upcoming Events to be on the Lookout for:
April: Easter Egg Hunt
April: Clean-Up Day at St. Stephen
May: Work Day at Camp Nawakwa

Adults (Ages 13+): Mon - Fri: $54
Adults (Ages 13+) Saturdays: $74
Children (Ages 3-12) Mon - Fri: $21
Children (Ages 3-12) Saturday: $31
Since Mon-Fri admission is so much less, I would be
thinking a Friday Night showing. Please call, text or
email Le Ewell to let me know your interest
(717.579.5406) or annamel@aol.com

I would also like to get “a feeling” on who would be
interested in a Group Trip to Sight & Sound Theater.
Jonah is showing, beginning March 11th and running
through October 14th. Individuals would be responsible for their own tickets - pricing is as follows:
If you have other suggestions that you would like to
see happening, please let me know!
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El Salvador
EL SALVADOR SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE
In 2016 our El Salvador Task Force:
completed support of 5 students—1 student
moved out of the country
2017 – We are continuing to support 4 previous
students
Adding 16 new students
Total scholarship students this year – 20
We have NEVER supported this number of students
at a time before and it a blessing to do so even as it
stretches our budget. However, a few are short-term
and many are high school students whose expenses
are far less than university students.
For some time we have been hoping to add a new
campesino community of youth to support and have
found a coordinator to help us. It is called Calderitas
located in San Vicente department (central El Salvador). We have visited and worshipped in this community and witnessed the needs of its people. Some
U.S. churches have supported purchasing land for its
active, fledgling Lutheran Church.

He tells each candidate that scholarships must be given to very special people who want to develop their
communities.
On the two-page questionnaire for each candidate our
coordinator asks, “ What are you doing in your communities and if so, in what ways?” I ask, “Are you
involved in your church? If so, how?”
I tell them, “A scholarship is a blessing of God and to
everyone in the community.”
Our message to our coordinator to affirm his words is,
“We support the community; we work together in a
sense of responsibility to community; we need one
another to make better lives for everyone.”
Frankly, alternatives to school for these youth are few
--gangs.

Please prayerfully consider contributing to El Salvador scholarship funds so we can offer opportunities
for these students. Yes, we have money in our budget. However, it is ALL allocated to honoring our commitments for the spring semester scholarship students
When our coordinator gave us 14 names of youth who already on our rolls. Thank you!
applied for scholarships from our group, we discovered that many youth and their families from the cities
are moving there to escape gangs recruiting them.
We simply could not pick and choose which youth
would or would not receive support. They are ALL
simply in dire need.
Our coordinator explained that “some youth can pay
tuition but can’t pay transportation because they live
in rural areas and it is too expensive for them to afford transportation and meal costs when they are
away in the city; therefore, they give up their studies.”
He has told each of the prospective scholarship students "Our purpose is to support your studies to prepare you for change within yourself, change within
the community, and change in the country."

A young boy awaiting worship to begin in Calderitas

Evangelism
"Living Lutheran" is a monthly magazine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). It is
available to you sponsored by our church.
Please call Kevin in our church office if you would like to receive it either in paper magazine form mailed
directly to you, or in digital form on your computer.
Members of our congregation have found this publication to be "uplifting," informative," and "enlightening."
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Education
Camping Scholarship Donations

to help make camp a reality for all who are interested.

The Educational Ministry Committee and many members of our congregation want everyone in the St. Stephen family to have the opportunity to experience
church camp, regardless of the family’s ability to pay.
We believe that summer camp is a wonderful opportunity to live in Christian community, to experience
God’s presence in the great outdoors, and to be renewed in their faith.

In 2016, we awarded 15 scholarships for week-long
camp and/or day camp for a total of $3,929!
If you would like to contribute to this fund, please
note “camping scholarship fund” on your check or
offering envelope.

Through the generosity of present members of our
congregation, and the endowed funds of those who
have gone before us, we are able to offer scholarships
Tuesday, May 2
6:15 p.m. Light Dinner
7:00 p.m. Program
Dr. Vincent Evener, Visiting Instructor in Reformation and Luther Studies at Gettysburg Seminary will be presenting “Luther’s Small Catechism and the Spirituality of
the Reformation”
The Reformation was not simply a debate about doctrine or the authority of scripture
versus the pope. Rather, Martin Luther hoped to transform the daily life and devotion of Christians, including how they responded to God, to their neighbors, and to
their own fear and suffering. Luther’s effort to bring about this daily, inner reformation found its most influential expression in the Small Catechism.
Please sign up on the Plugged In bulletin board by Sunday, April 30.

April 23-29 is National Volunteer Week
Please take a moment to tell our Sunday School teachers thank you for all their hard
work throughout the year! Tom Burson, Ja’net Grey, Greg John, Mike Kulikauskas,
Cheryl Neidig, Lloyd Sheaffer and Laura Wills.

Call Committee
On Monday, March 20, the council approved the call committee's proposed
ministry site profile (information about our congregation's unique characteristics,
strengths, challenges, opportunities, and calling). This clears the way for candidates
to be recommended to the call committee for interview. Please continue to pray for
our call committee, synod leadership, and potential new pastors that we might all
discern a clear sense of God's will for us in this time and place.
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Ja ‘net Grey

Daryl Gochenauer*
Ja ‘net Grey

Art Grove

Carol Clelland

Tom Burson*
Steve Read
Julie
Gove/Aus9n
Batcheler
Judy Read

Frank & June
Roberto

Beth Lengel

Sara Houser

Sue Rodgers

Daryl Gochenauer*
Ja ‘net Grey

Daryl Gochenauer*
Ja ‘net Grey

Cantor

Assis9ng
Minister

Communion

Ushers

Greeter

Ja ‘net Grey

Rose Hlavac, Cheryl Neidig,
Tom Burson

Rose Hlavac, Cheryl Neidig,
Tom Burson

Counters

Art & Julie
Grove

Pat and Parker
Lee

Tom Burson*
Steve Read
Julie
Gove/Aus9n
Batcheler
Judy Read

Tom Burson

Julie Grove

Ma5 Schroeder

Pat Gilmore-Lee

David Herb

Rose Hlavac, Cheryl Neidig,
Tom Burson

Grace Stoner

Daryl Gochenauer*
Ja ‘net Grey

Tom Burson*
Steve Read
Julie
Gove/Aus9n
Batcheler
Judy Read

Steve & Judy
Read

Bill Wills

Sara Houser

Maxine
Montgomery

Beth Lengel

David Herb

April 30

Kathy Burson

Julie Grove

Ma5 Schroder

Greg John

Jenna Gordon

7:00/11:00pm

Rose Hlavac, Cheryl Neidig,
Tom Burson

Sherry Rudacille
Sue Rodgers

Daryl Gochenauer*
Ja ‘net Grey

Tom Burson*
Steve Read
Julie
Gove/Aus9n
Batcheler
Judy Read

Kenn & Carol
Clelland

Laura Wills

Crystal Houser

Maxine
Montgomery

Sara Houser

David Herb

5:00pm

April 23

Julie Grove

Julie Grove

Kathy Burson

Tina Gordon

David Herb

10:45 am

Cheryl Neidig,
Tom Burson

Bev Caley

Daryl Gochenauer*
Ja ‘net Grey

Tom Burson*
Steve Read
Julie
Gove/Aus9n
Batcheler
Judy Read

Ja ‘net Grey

Mary & Lenny
Zook

Daryl Gochenaurer

Crystal Houser

Lynne Immell

Sue Rodgers

Sara Houser

8:00 am

April 16

Art Grove

Julie Grove

Greg John

Paule5e Krewson

Beth Lengel

Ira Ewell

Lloyd Sheaﬀer

Randy Neidig

10:45 am

Altar Guild

Tina Gordon

Carol Clelland

Pat Seiple

Lector

David Herb

David Herb

David Herb

Acolyte

8:00 am

10:45 am

April 9

8:00 am

April 2
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10
6:00p Boy Scouts
7:00p Congregation
Council Meeting

9
8:00a
9:30a
10:45a
4:00p

24
6:00p Boy Scouts

23
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

30
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

17
6:00p Boy Scouts
7:00p Evangelism
Committee Meeting

16
8:00a Worship
9:30a Sunday School
10:45a Worship

Worship
Sunday School
Worship
Rejoicing Spirits

3
6:00p Boy Scouts

MON

2
8:00a Worship
9:30a Legacy Workshop
10:45a Worship
2:00p Dulcimer’s practice
7:00p MALC Confirmation
Planning

SUN

25
9:00a The Breakfast Club
7:00p Education Committee Meeting

18
7:00p Worship & Music
Committee Meeting

11
7:00p Chimes Rehearsal

4
7:00p Chimes Rehearsal

TUE

26
6:00p Quilting
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
7:00p Choir Rehearsal

19
6:00p Quilting
6:00p Chimes Rehearsal
7:00p Choir Rehearsal

12
6:00p Quilting
7:00p Choir Rehearsal

5
6:00p Quilting
6:00p Soup Supper
6:45P Lenten Service
7:00p Choir Rehearsal

WED

Quilting

27
9:00a

20
9:00a

Quilting

Quilting

13
9:00a Quilting
6:00p Maundy Thursday
Meal and Service

6
9:00a

THU

April 2017

28

21

14

7

FRI

SAT

29

22
9:30a 4-H Creative Expressions Club

15
8:00a Men’s Breakfast
5:00p Community Meal

8

1
9:30a 4-H Creative Expressions Club

St. Stephen Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 266
New Kingstown, PA 17072
Phone: 766-2168
www.StStephenLC.org

Interim Pastor: Reverend Carol Bowman
pastor@ststephenlc.org
Parish Office Manager: Kevin Stafford
office@StStephenLC.org

Organist & Choir Director: Steve Pastena
music@StStephenLC.org
Custodian: Michael Wogan

Special Occasions

Parker Lee
Larry Treaster II
Karen Livingston
Freda Wentz
Leslie Menear
Nikki Branch
Beth Cavanagh
Roger Immell
Melissa Grimm

2-Apr
4-Apr
10-Apr
10-Apr
11-Apr
15-Apr
19-Apr
20-Apr
22-Apr

Maxine Montgomery

30-Apr

Chick & Gerry Denison
Bradley & Sharon Filipovich
Michael & Jane Tracey
Marty & Bonnie Baim
Dennis & Sherri Filipovich
Ira & Le Ewell
Mike & Rebecca Krausse
Larry & Marla Baitsell

6-Apr
6-Apr
15-Apr
16-Apr
22-Apr
23-Apr
24-Apr
30-Apr

Prayers

If you would like to be added to the email prayer chain list (to receive notifications of prayer
requests throughout the week), you can sign up with Mike Kulikauskas, or by emailing
office@ststephenlc.org. At any time, you can send prayer requests to
prayer@ststephenlc.org
Bob Lamp

Alzheimer’s disease

Hen Yohn

Health issues

Hospital Admissions
Pastoral Care in Times of Emergency or Crisis. If you need emergency pastoral care, please call
the St. Stephen office at 766-2168 (leave a voice mail if necessary), or call Pastor Carol at 717495-9435.
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