CHRISTMAS EVE 2020
1

ALL T
 HE

WORLD WITH HIS FREE GRACE SUPPLYING

The promise made to Adam and Eve after the fall, the promise signified by the
rainbow after the great flood, the promise of a land for God’s wandering people, the
promise of a Messiah from the mouths of the prophets to God’s wavering people: all of
these come to fruition in the birth of Jesus, God’s only begotten Son. The Word of
promise has become flesh and made His dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. So
today we rejoice with unbridled joy! God does not leave us alone to our wandering and
wavering. He comes as a baby, as our Savior, as our Lord, as the firstfruit of God’s
restoration of all creation. Rejoice!

Pre service hymn
1

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful

O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him
Born the king of angels: Refrain

ref O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!
2

Highest, most holy,
Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

3

Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
In the highest: Refrain

4

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

2

Confession with Absolution
P In the name of the Father and of the T S
 on and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
.....Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of
Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of The Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

387 Joy to the World
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
3

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

4

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

2

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains

Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,

3

And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders of His love.
overcome.
L Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
C and the day is almost over.
L Let Your light scatter the darkness
C and illumine Your Church.

L Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
C the light no darkness can
Thanksgiving for Light
L Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of
Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are
merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify
You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
1 Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the_angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” ref

3

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth. ref

ref Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”
4

Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 52:7-10
7
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who
publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who
says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 8 The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their
voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to
Zion. 9 Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the LORD
has comforted His people; He has redeemed Jerusalem. 10
 The LORD has bared His
holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
1 O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

4

O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel!

The Decree
Luke 2:1–4a
1
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,…

366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear
1 It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all,
From heav’n’s all-gracious king.”
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.

4

For lo, the days have come to pass
By prophets seen of old,
When down into the circling years
Came Christ as was foretold.
His word of peace shall to the earth
God’s ancient promise bring,
And all who take this gift will hear
The song the angels sing.
5

The Birth
Luke 2:4b-7
5
…because he was of the house and lineage of David,  to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give
birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

364 Away in a Manger
1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet
head.
The stars in the [bright] sky looked down
where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

And stay by my cradle till morning is
nigh.

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He
makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down
from the sky,
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.
The Shepherds
Luke 2:8-14
8
 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were filled with fear. 10
 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring
you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11
 For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12
 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13
 And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14
 “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
6

368 Angels We Have Heard on High
1 Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.
ref Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav’nly song?
3 Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

The Visit
Luke 2:15-16
15
 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
made known to us.” 16
 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby
lying in a manger.

370 What Child Is This
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The babe, the son of Mary!

2 Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,
The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the son of Mary!
7

The Proclamation Luke 2:17-20
17
And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning
this child. 18
 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19
 But Mary
20
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Apostles Creed back of hymnal

EPISTLE
Hebrews 1:1–6
1
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the
prophets, 2 but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also He created the world. 3 He is the
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature, and He upholds the
universe by the word of His power. After making purification for sins, He sat down
at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels
as the name He has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 5 For to which of the
angels did God ever say, “You are My Son, today I have begotten You”? Or again,
“I will be to Him a father, and He shall be to Me a son”? 6 And again, when He
brings the firstborn into the world, He says, “Let all God’s angels worship Him.”
386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice
1 Now sing we, now rejoice,
Now raise to heav’n our voice;
He from whom joy streameth
Poor in a manger lies;
Not so brightly beameth

The sun in yonder skies.
Thou my Savior art!
Thou my Savior art!
2 Come from on high to me;
8

I cannot rise to Thee.
Cheer my wearied spirit,
O pure and holy Child;
Through Thy grace and merit,
Blest Jesus, Lord most mild,
Draw me unto Thee!
Draw me unto Thee!

A bright eternity.
May we praise Him there!
May we praise Him there!
4 Oh, where shall joy be found?
Where but on heav’nly ground?
Where the angels singing
With all His saints unite,
Sweetest praises bringing
In heav’nly joy and light.
Oh, that we were there!
Oh, that we were there!

3 Now through His Son doth shine
The Father’s grace divine.
Death was reigning o’er us
Through sin and vanity
Till He opened for us
John 1:1-14
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and
without Him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness,
to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the
light, but came to bear witness about the light.
9
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10
 He
was in the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know
Him. 11
 He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him. 12
 But to all
who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become
children of God, 13
 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Sermon
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P

On this festal day as we celebrate the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us
now lift up holy hands in prayer for the Church and the world.
Brief silence

P

Lord God, heavenly Father, as You have caused Your eternal light to dawn on our
darkness in the incarnation of Your only-begotten Son, cause His glory to shine on
9

C
P

C
P

C
P

C
P

C
P

us in the grace and truth of His Word, so that we may receive Him with joy and
believe on His name. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
As You have given us new birth as Your children in Holy Baptism, keep far from
us the error that we could in any way come to You by our own works or will. Fix
our eyes on the descent of Your Son into our flesh to save us, so that we might
hold fast to the truth that He alone could restore us to You. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Be near to all those who suffer persecution for the sake of Your Son. As the
darkness seeks to quench His light in them, sustain them in the truth that as deep
and oppressive as the night may grow, it cannot overcome Him. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Send forth men to publish Your peace and bring us Your good news of happiness.
Keep them faithful in declaring Your gracious reign in Christ. Bless the work of
our missionaries at home and abroad, that all the ends of the earth may see Your
salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
As Your Son upholds the universe by the word of His power, grant our nation to
walk in humility before You. Bless all our soldiers this day who stand watch in
foreign lands. Keep them in safety as they serve us, and uphold their families
while they are apart. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Look in mercy on the destitute of the world. Overcome every form of selfishness
that leaves so many without the necessities of life. Open Your hand through us,
that their desires might be satisfied and their sorrow turned to joy. Lord, in Your
mercy,
10

C

hear our prayer.

P

Your Son took up our flesh that He might heal and restore it, according to Your
good purposes; let His healing hand be upon all the sick and those who suffer in
our midst. Comfort those who grieve this day with the truth that the babe of
Bethlehem was born that the dead might live. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C
P

C
P

C

As the great love that laid Your Son in a manger lays His flesh and blood down
before us in bread and wine, grant us grace to bow our hearts before Him with all
those in heaven and on earth who adore Him, that we might receive His
forgiveness and life with repentant joy. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Joining in heaven’s eternal praise for the revelation of Your love in Your Word
made flesh, we boldly lay all our petitions before You, dear Father, trusting that
You will hear us for His sake, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Offering (Please place your offering in the white box as you enter or depart)
(As we sing the offertory pastor raises the offering plate as a wave offering for all of our
tithes and offerings given in person or by mail or via the internet)

f Offertory

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

11

376 Once in Davids Royal City
1 Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.
4 And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heav’n above;
And He leads His children on
To the place where He is gone
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

12

Silent Night
Prelude will play until all candles are lit
Stanza 1 German
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
Alles schläft, einsam wacht
Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar.
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh.
1

Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and
child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

2

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

Stanza 3 (German)
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
Gottes Sohn, o wie lacht
Lieb aus deinem göttlichen Mund,
Da uns schlägt die rettende Stund,
Christ, in deiner Geburt,
Christ, in deiner Geburt.
3

LSB 363

We
 o now
G
and share
the Christian
Christmas message
with all!

Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
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