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you go to this website you will also see some nice art work for each crusade. . Copyright © 2012-2016 - historylists.org
Fifth Crusade (1217 - 1221) Despite the infamous failure of the Fourth Crusade, the Popes continued to
preach for military expeditions to the Holy Land. Pope Innocent’s successor Honorius III managed to convince
Andrew II of Hungary and Leopold VI, Duke of Austria to take up the cross and lead the expedition. However,
they chose to start their campaign in Egypt. In 1219, they captured the port of Damietta and were offered all the
holy cities in return for withdrawing from Egypt. Encouraged by the success, the crusaders refused which
proved to be a mistake. The march to Cairo failed and the crusaders were forced to return home without
capturing either Egypt or the holy cities.
Sixth Crusade (1228 - 1229) The Sixth Crusade was a major success for the crusaders despite the fact
that it saw little action. At the same time, the Holy Roman Emperor Frederic II who led the campaign was at the
time under excommunication. Shortly after arriving to the Holy Land, Frederick II entered into negotiations
with the Egyptian sultan who agreed to cease Jerusalem, Nazareth, Bethlehem and other holy cities to the
Christians.
Seventh Crusade (1248 - 1254) The Seventh Crusade was launched by the French king Louis IX who
decided to recapture the Holy Land by conquering Egypt first. Just like the leaders of the Fifth Crusade, Louis
IX succeeded to capture Damietta but he failed to capture Cairo. In addition, he was taken captive while trying
to return to the port of Damietta. A ransom was paid and the French king was released. But as he prepared for a
campaign to the Holy Land, he received a letter that his mother died and returned to France.
Eighth Crusade (1270) In 1270, the French king Louis IX decided to give it another try and launched
his second crusade. But rather than the Holy Land or Egypt, this time he chose to start his campaign in Tunis.
However, disease broke out among the troops shortly after landing and the French king who got ill himself died
shortly thereafter. His brother Charles of Anjou who arrived one day before his death immediately entered into
negotiations with the Caliph of Tunis to ensure safe departure of the crusader army.
Ninth Crusade (1271 - 1272) The last in the series of military expeditions that sought to recapture the
Holy Land from the Muslims was launched by Prince Edward of England who also took part of the Eight
Crusade. After the French king’s death and the departure of the French crusaders, the English prince decided to
launch his own expedition. In 1271, he landed in Acre and tried to win support for his cause but lack of interest
and news from England about his father’s illness prompted him to return home. With Prince Edward’s
departure, the attempts of the Christian Europe to capture the Holy Land finally came to an end.
There were also People's and Children's Crusades; In 1096 a People’s army, consisting mainly of
unexperienced and poorly equipped peasants preceded the First Crusade, however, didn’t stand a chance against
the Muslim forces and was destroyed before the main army arrived to the Middle East. In the early 12th
century, several thousand children set out to the Holy Land. The idea was that the knightly army failed to
capture Jerusalem and other holy places due to impurity and that children would succeed with their innocence.
Many, however, perished from disease and hunger before reaching the Italian ports, while others were sold into
slavery. Only a few managed to return home.
This is a very short summary of some 200 years of history associated with the church that has a very bad
reputation these days. But what missing from the narrative is the fact that many Christians were misguided into
sacrificing much in many cases their lives for at best dubious and mixed motives of church and political leaders.
This in no way diminishes the dedication and service of the saints of that era.
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In Christ Pastor Portier

