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You Meant It for Evil, 

But God Meant It for Good 

 The familiar words of the Patriarch 
Joseph, “As for you, you meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for good” 
(Genesis 50:20 ESV) capture something 
of the uniqueness of Luke’s account of 
Jesus’s suffering, death, and 
resurrection. 

Enemies, faithless disciples, hapless crowds, pragmatic 
powerbrokers, and Satan himself are all arrayed 
against the perfectly innocent Son of God. Through 
them, one evil purpose comes to pass: Jesus’s 
destruction. God the Father, however, puts their plan 
to use and then overturns it in the victory that no one 
expected. 

Come and join us this Lenten season by crafting your 
own confession of the gospel! 

 

THERE ARE NOT ENOUGH WORDS… 

We all knew it would come one day and that time is now, sadly. It’s a time to reflect and reminisce. A time to say 
thank you for all you have done for us and a time to say good-bye, we will miss you.  

Pastor Carey Paul Elam is retiring. Pastor Elam was called and ordained into the Ministry to bring and preach 
God’s Word to His people beginning in 1985. He began at Saint Paul Lutheran Church in 1996, along with his 
lovely bride Terry and beautiful daughter Kathryn.  

We will commemorate his retirement on Sunday, May 7, 2023 with one 
service and a BBQ Celebration, as requested by the honoree himself! If you 
would like to help setup for this special occasion, please contact Pastor Steve. 
The celebration will begin immediately after the service.  

We will be collecting cards, special mementoes and monetary gifts for his 
retirement sendoff.     

Please join us for this blessed time of giving thanks for what God has given us 
for the last 27 years here at Saint Paul. 

 

Thank You, Pastor Elam 

Midweek 4  

March 15, Light Supper at 6:00 p.m., Service at 7:00 p.m. 

Theme: “Death and Life” 

 Readings:   Psalm 118:1-9, 14-17      John 11:17-27 

 Midweek 5 

 March 22, Light Supper at 6:00 p.m., Service at 7:00 p.m. 

 Theme: “Isolation and Community” 

    Readings:   Psalm 68:4-6a    I Corinthians 12:12-27 

Midweek 6 

March 29, Light Supper at 6:00 p.m., Service at 7:00 p.m. 

Theme: “The Gospel in Your Words” 

  Readings:  Psalm 145:1-9        Matthew 16:13-17 
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Seder Meal - April 6 

Look for the sign-up in the Welcome Center for the Seder Meal on 

Maundy Thursday evening. 

At the Seder, every person should feel as if he or she were going out of 
Egypt. The story begins with the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
and recounting the Jewish people’s descent into Egypt, recalling their 
suffering and persecution. We’ll remember how God sent the ten 
plagues to punish Pharaoh and his nation, and follow along as they left 
Egypt and crossed the Sea of Reeds. We’ll remember the miraculous 
hand of God as the waters part, allowing the Israelites to pass, then 
return to inundate the Egyptian legions. 

As we eat bitter foods of affliction and poverty, the Exodus becomes a 
reality—as real as the festive meal and celebratory toasts that follow. 

 

Feeding Both Body and Soul in Lima, Peru 
2021–2023 Mission Grant #17 "Spiritual and Physical Food for 
Children of Peru — La Mision Luterana del Peru" $56,750 
 

LWML Mites at Work! 

In Lima, the faithful missionaries of the LCMS 
continue to labor, motivated by this grace and 
sharing the love and mercy of our Lord with others. 
We care for children and families on the streets of 
the city and faithfully provide them physical food for 
the body and spiritual food for the soul. With the 
help of mission grant #17, the work of Castillo 
Fuerte and La Mision Luterana will continue to 
prosper and grow, sharing the Good News of Jesus 
with the lost, and showing them God’s mercy and 
love in action. 

LWML has a busy spring. Please bring your outreach ideas and a bag of wrapped Starburst candies to 
our next meeting. 

Updated LWML calendar…. 

Meeting on Tuesday, March 21 at 6:30 p.m. in Welcome Center.  Plan for LWML Spring Fling.  Craft 
time…bring a bag of Starburst candy.  We’ll make teacher and staff Easter gifts for Preschool Plus. 

Meeting on Tuesday, April 18 at 6:30 p.m. in Welcome Center.  Finalize Spring Fling and plan May’s 
baby clothes collection for FIRST CHOICE Montgomery.  

Sunday, April 23 Spring Fling after late service!!! 

Saturday, June 24 at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  CHRISMONS work shop. 

Serving the Lord with gladness! 

 

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm
https://www.lwml.org/posts/thanks/feeding-both-body-and-soul-in-lima-peru
https://www.lwml.org/2021-2023-mission-grant-17


 

 

 

  

Sunday, April 23 
after the late service 

More information coming 

Tornado Relief Help in Selma 
In February a group of five St. Paul members 
helped and assembled 1,000 boxed meals of 
Chicken Jambalaya at Trinity Lutheran Church. 

Our Little Lambs Sunday school class 

gave Pastor Steve hand painted cards to 
give to our shut ins.  One of our students 
said that Pastor Steve is our mailman. 
 



  

           SHUT-INS AND THOSE WHO  
                  NEED OUR PRAYERS 

Ideas for remembering our folks who are home bound: 

Send a greeting card 
Call, text, or email 
Schedule a visit 
Bring a meal or sweet treat 
Make a grocery store run 
Make a "goody box" (note cards with stamps, pen, crossword puzzle pad, candy bar, etc. 

AND of course, PRAY for and with our precious sisters and brothers. 
 
Health: 
       Doris Schreiber  Becky Culver (COVID) 
       Audrey and Bob Cordes  Marge Elam 
       Sue Gill   Janice Mather     
       Debbie Mikulka                 Linda Elliot (Pastor Elam’s Sister) 
       Doris and Jim Nieme  

       Austin Collett (Mary Ficzere's grandson) 

"The Lord is the strength of my life." Psalm 118:14 
 

                   ***** Contact information can be obtained through the Church Office (334) 272-6214.***** 

Shut-ins: 
       Becky Culver   Betsy Milton 
       Carolyn Culver   Ann Ohme 
       Milton Kennedy    Jack and Mary Smiley 
       Daniel Killion  Berna Wittkop 

"Fear not for I am with you; be not dismayed for I am 
your God..."    Isaiah 41:10 

Coming Soon to St. Paul 

Red Letter Living helps you live a fulfilling, meaningful life through 
daily, Jesus-centered challenges. Our practical challenges are easy to 
follow and support you on your journey to discover your purpose 
and deepen your understanding of Jesus’ life and teachings. Join us 
for a 40-day challenge on your own, with your family, or with your 
church community, and find greater fulfillment and happiness. 

Serving at St. Paul 

To the congregation of St. Paul Lutheran Church.  St. Paul is in need of a person to be a member of the Board 
of Directors.  If you have wondered about the how’s and why’s of the day-to-day operation of St. Paul, this is a 
great opportunity for You!!!  We have had two vacancies that have gone unfilled for too long. Jesus asked his 
followers to live to serve.  This is a wonderful way to serve our Lord as well as St. Paul.   

Along that same line, we have been without a Property Manager since Jay Sloop left.  This position is 
overseeing the health and well-being of St. Paul’s physical Plant.  This includes our buildings as well as our 
property.  As items come up you will be the “go to” person.  For small items you may reach out to our 
congregation for help.  For the larger items you would solicit bids and present you recommendations to the 
board.  Once a solution is decided upon, you will oversee the work (normally by spot checks) to insure our 
needs are met.  Again, this critical position is unfilled and is critical for the continued health of St. Paul. 
For both positions, I ask that you pray over this and hopefully you will fill the call to serve. My sincerest wishes 
are that YOU fill the call to serve.  You may contact me, Jerry Huffstickler, Steve Dradzynski or the 
pastors.  Our contact information is in the church directory. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Nightengale   3/16 Gayle Lisenby      3/22 Wyman Cabaniss     4/3 

Jill Garnto          3/17 Debbie Kennedy    3/27 John Blumentritt   4/5 

Asher Reinebold     3/18 Janet Rosin       3/27 Jackson Smith      4/8 

Scott Arnold        3/19 Jon Garnto        3/28 Chris Bradshaw      4/9 

Anne Ohme         3/20 Sue Gill            3/28 Jack Smyly         4/9 

Sara Reinebold      3/21 Deborah Mikulka    4/1 Martha Bradshaw   4/12 

                    

 

Please submit pictures/information for the 
newsletter by the 12th of each month to 

dhoward@knology.net. 

 

FEBRUARY FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
Contributions ..................... $20,763  ($1,103 Below Budget for the month) 
Monthly Budget ................. $21,866 
Endowment Fund  ............. $55,138 

       

 

 
 March ............... Janet Nisbet 

April .................. Neil Foulger 

 

 

March 15, 22, 29 ...... Midweek Worship, Light Supper at 6:00 p.m., Service at 7:00 p.m.      
March 16 .................. Bible Study at St. Paul - 9:30 a.m. 
March 18 .................. Church Chix, 8:30 a.m. at Chappy’s on Vaughn Rd. 
March 31 .................. Reality & Truth Service Day at 4:00 p.m. 
April 1 ....................... Spring Work Day at 9:00 a.m. 
April 6  ...................... Seder Meal 
April 7  ...................... Tenebrae Service at 7:00 p.m. 
April 8 ....................... Mexican Train, in Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m. 
April 9 ....................... Easter, Youth Breakfast 
April 13  .................... Food Bank Service, 8:30 – 11:30 
April 15 ..................... Church Chix, 8:30 a.m. at Chappy’s on Vaughn Rd. 
April 20 ..................... Bible Study at St. Paul - 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
   
 
 

PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER 
To activate the prayer chain, contact the church office at 272-6214. 

Larry & Karalyn Maevers      March 28 

Carey & Terry Elam           April 3 

Nick & Debby Thomas         April 6 

Brian & Haetnim Tinklepaugh   April 10 
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