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LCMS STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY          

When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the account of the widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a moving 
account. Our Lord praises the seemingly small gift of two copper coins given by a poor widow above the abundance of 
gifts given by the rich, saying, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them” (Luke 21:3). And that is 
usually where we stop. But the text goes on. “For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty 
put in all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4). 

“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. She held nothing back. She trusted that the Lord who made her 
and all creatures; who gave her everything she had; who redeemed her from her own sin, from death, and the power of 
the devil; who called her by the gospel and enlightened her with His gifts of Word and Sacrament; would continue to do 
this. He would provide her with all that she needed for this body and life because that is the character of the God she 
had.  

But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it appeared small, was actually large. When we are tempted to 
give small gifts, it is precisely because we want them to be small! We don’t trust the Lord to provide for us. We give small 
gifts because we lack faith in the One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and keeps us in the one true faith. We give 
small gifts because we doubt that God will really give us what we need and desire. We give small gifts because we are 
not content with what God has already given.  

We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old Covenant (Galatians 4). We are adopted sons of the free 
woman. And since we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs receive the inheritance. For everything is already ours in 
Christ. And thus, moved by the willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in financial matters far beyond all that 
done by those under the Old Covenant who were forced by legal demands.  

So, what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to give? Let the Scriptures be your guide. 

We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 Corinthians 16:1–2, 2 
Corinthians 8:12). But you have not been set free to give nothing. See that you excel in the grace of giving (2 Corinthians 
8:7)!  

We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard for God who gives us all good gifts, without 
generosity for our neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without supporting the community of faith in which we live, 
without care for our spiritual fathers and those who teach and help raise our children in the faith, and without resources 
for the poor and needy. 

In short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, hoarding what God has given us only for us. For love is the fulfillment of 
the law (Romans 13:10). And the sum of the law is this: Love God and love your neighbor (Matthew 22:34–40). We love 
because He first loved us. We give because He has given to us.  

Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your heart” (LW 14:240). There is a reason your 10 fingers 
spread apart. With your hands you catch God’s gifts for what you need and let the rest fall through your fingers to your 
neighbors – your family, your friends, your community, your church. 

 

VBS/Rally Day 

August 21 

Picnic & Games 
Watch for more info 



 

 

  

Saturday August 14 
6:00 a.m. to noon 

This is a fundraiser to for National Youth Gathering in 
2022.  Please bring your gently used items to the 
Fellowship Hall.  Available drop off times are be 
coordinated -- keep an eye out on your email for more 
information.  Contact:  Rachel Arnold 
(rkaswim@gmail.com) 

St. Paul’s visit to the Montgomery Area Food Bank on 8 July was extremely impressive.  A small group from St. Paul went 
to the food bank. To begin: THE MONTGOMERY AREA FOOD BANK (MAFB) is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit, doing everything 
possible to combat hunger and food insecurity in 35 of Alabama’s 67 counties.  They support 1/3 of Alabama from this 
site with 4 sub-banks in Tuscaloosa, Selma, Auburn and Dothan.  I strongly encourage you to visit their website at 
www.montgomeryareafoodbank.org.  This facility is actually 4 gigantic warehouses, adjacent to Maxwell AFB, divided 
into functional areas.  One, for example, supports a USDA program to prepackage food for the elderly.  These food packs 
contain non-perishable items that can be stored at home.  On average they supply 3800 prepacked food cases a month 
under this program.   

The distribution of food is primarily determined by poverty levels and 
there are very strict laws, rules and regulations that they MUST adhere 
to throughout the entire process.  Food comes from several 
contributors (called PDOs-Product Distribution Organizations) such as 
Walmart, Publix, Winn-Dixie, farmers, food drives and etc.  The 
Montgomery Food Bank comes under the supervision of Feeding 
America (one of the largest charities in America).  Last year alone the 

Montgomery Food Bank provided food for 32 million over the course of the year in Alabama.  The Food Bank operates a 
“store” for emergency food distributions, again these are usually prepacked boxes, but some can be selected by the 
individual.  They never turn a hungry person away.  To try and put things into perspective on the size of the operation,  

they have a freezer alone that is 90,000 cubic feet.  Your average 
home freezer is about 15CF so that equates to 6,000 home freezers.    
The Food bank is always in need of volunteers.  There is a lot of 
bending and wrapping but no heavy lifting.  Most of their volunteers 
are in the 60–80-year-old range.  They also welcome youth groups to 
volunteer.   

I personally walked away with a profound feeling of hope and a head full of ideas on how and what St. Paul could do.  
Not just to provide volunteers but support food distribution, feeding the needy, possibly supplementing Truth and 
Reality and/or possibly re-energizing the VA initiative for feeding the Vets.  As a re-distributor, the organization needs to 
be a 501(c)(3) OR a church.  We qualify as BOTH.  I truly believe that God has shown us a door, now St. Paul, it is up to 
you to decide what we are going to do.  Are we going to walk through it, ignore it or close it?  Our charter from our LORD 
is to serve, He has shown us a way, now it is up to you.  As our Savior said, “…pick up your cross and follow me…”. 

Look forward to more information about a possibility to serve on Wednesday, August 25.                                          
Contributed by Jerry Huffstickler 

 



 

   

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MEETING – Tues, July 20, 6:30 p.m.  

All interested people (both children and adult) please plan 
to attend. 

Even though it’s summer, LWML is keeping busy!  We will have a meeting August 17th at 6:30 p.m. Lots of exciting 
things are going to be happening in October that require some planning and organizing. Hope to see you there! 
LWML is an auxiliary of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Every woman is encouraged to attend our meetings!  
There’s fellowship with some fun and laughter while supporting various missions and sharing our relationship with 
Christ.  
Sewing for Christ met in June and again July at Mary Cronian’s house to  
make 34 baby boy burp clothes and delivered them to First Choice of  
Montgomery.  
It’s a great program to help parents. They earn “mommy bucks” and 
“daddy dollars” by attending classes.  
Sewing for Christ will meet next on Tuesday, August 24 at 10 a.m. at Mary 
Cronian’s home.  We have lots of fabric to sew into baby boy burp cloths for First 
Choice Montgomery. Fabric and sewing machines provided.  Come join the fun! 
 



 

  

MEXICAN TRAIN DOMINOES 
Twelve people enjoyed Dominoes in July.  Lots of fun!  

 Next Mexican train dominoes on Saturday, August 14 at 
6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.   

Everyone is welcome to come join the fun! 

Do you have a heart for learning and sharing 
God’s Good News with others?  Come to the 

Christian Education Planning Meeting 

Tuesday, July 20, 6:30 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

 

REALITY & TRUTH MINISTRY 

Friday, July 30 
We have the privilege of serving Reality & Truth 
Ministries.  The menu will include BBQ pork and 
chicken, with sides of beans and slaw.  A sign-up 
sheet for other food items (buns, drinks, chips, and 
desserts) is located in the Welcome Center.  

Volunteers are also needed to package the meals 
(Fellowship Hall -- Arrive 3:00 p.m.) and serving 
(108 Camden Street -- Arrive 4:30). 

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY – FORGIVENESS 
All adults are invited to a Bible Study on Forgiveness. 

Wednesday July 21 at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall 
We look forward to engaging in this study with our brothers and sisters from Messiah and United Lutheran. 
We will take time at the end of the study to discuss future topics and schedule. 

Please invite your friends!!! 
Pastor Elam 

 

LET’S UPDATE THE  
ST. PAUL PICTURE 

DIRECTORY  
A volunteer with good 
camera equipment is 
needed to take pictures.  
This is an opportunity to 
service at St. Paul and 
meet members of the 
congregation.    

Contact the church office for more information. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

Charlie & Diane King         7/24 Jon & Amie Smithley     8/10 

Mark & Diane Wootan     7/25 Mike & Cindy Ahrendt  8/16 

Mark & Cynthia Bennett  8/2 Rudy & Ann Ohme        8/16 

Steve & Joan Nightengale  8/4  
  

  

Tori Arnold                7/17 Jessica Smith                 7/29 Ryan Lueck           8/7  

Wesley Holman         7/18 Mark Bennett                7/31 Ron Mitchell         8/7  

Donna Dradzynski  7/22 Betsy Milton                   8/1 Nancy Dunn         8/10    

Jillian Dradzynski    7/23 Cynthia Hetler               8/2 Autry May              8/11  
 

Jon Oswald                7/26 Mackenzie Richardson 8/5 Marcus Floyd        8/14  
 

Rudy Ohme              7/27 Alicia Boarts                   8/7 Jennifer Marquis  8/14  
 

 

Please submit pictures/information for the 
newsletter by the 12th of each month to 

dhoward@knology.net. 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

9:30 a.m.  

Wednesday, July 28 at St. Paul Lutheran 
For more information contact Pastor Elam. 

 

ST. PAUL 2021 FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

June Contributions .................  $23,825 ($491.67 above Budget for the month) 
             Monthly Budget ...................... $23,333.33   

 

 

 
 

July  ........ Terry Elam 

August ... Sandy & Jerry Huffstickler 

 

 

PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER 
To activate the prayer chain, contact the church office at 272-6214. 


