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What Prevents us From Studying the Bible? 
Christians often struggle to keep up a regular routine of reading the Bible at home. Why? Most evident to us is our own 
flesh, which ‘does not want to hallow God’s name or let His kingdom come.’ Our old nature does not want to hear God’s 
Word, because it exposes the old man in us and condemns him. 

We often face challenges that prevent us from studying God’s 
Word at home. The Bible is sometimes hard to understand or we 
just run out of time. The most successful way to study the Bible is 
to make a habit of reading Scripture and becoming acquainted 
with the Holy Spirit’s voice. 

We are faced with many duties of life. Even though we desire to 
please God and serve our neighbor, we have responsibilities that 
can draw us away from the first things: God’s Word and prayer. We 
must decide to make our meditation on God’s Word the first thing 
and let everything else revolve around it. 

It is almost always best to begin your study of Scripture at home 
with a routine, whether you are doing this individually or with your 
family.  

The two most common ways that Christians have studied the Scriptures privately are to take a short passage and study it 
carefully, meditating on its meaning, or two, to follow a broader reading of the Bible, such as reading one whole chapter or 
more each day.  

Luther’s fourfold formula for praying or meditating on a biblical text or text from the catechism is: 1. Instruction, 2. 
Thanksgiving, 3. Confession, and 4. Petition. These can be found in a small booklet called A Simple Way to Pray (CPH 2012). He 
suggests that we should take one verse or one brief passage and consider four things: (1) What does God want to teach me or 
what does He command of me in this text? (2) For what should I give thanks from this text? (3) What sins should I confess in 
light of this Word of God? And (4) what do I ask of God based on this text? This formula requires no prepared prayers — it 
requires no more than your Bible or catechism. 

While reflecting on the text, one is given insight by the Holy Spirit through the text. We may stumble, but the Holy Spirit does 
intercede (Rom. 8). We must also believe that the language of faith will develop in us through a regular study of God’s Word. 

January 29, 5-7p.m. 
Get those great Chili recipes out for the cook off. 

Look for a sign-up sheet in the 
Welcome Center. 
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As you may know, the LWML Mission Goal for the 2021–2023 biennium is $2,150,000. We have great 
news! We are filled with gratitude and joy as we announce that God has worked through your 
generosity and stewardship to surpass this goal. The Mite offerings you have shared now total 
$2,154,511! Let’s break this BIG praise report down into small but mighty details: Each time you 
choose to give to LWML Mission Grants, you are directly pouring God’s mercy and message into the 
lives of others – some you may know and others you may never meet. The people you are helping 
range in age from little children to the elderly, and their homes are located across the globe. Some 
recipients may be right in your neighborhood, others are men, women, and children living abroad. No 
matter their age, or how near or far, God knows the needs of every single person. And my God will 
supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19). We 
continue to praise God for His provision and for your generosity in stewarding the gifts you have been 
given. Thank you for coming alongside LWML as together we proclaim Christ, support missions, equip 
women, and serve others! 

Pastor Elam will be leading an 8-week Bible study beginning Sunday, January 22nd.  The study is called 
"Momentum" and aims at the transformation of our hearts in our walk with Christ through the Beatitudes. 
 
Week 1 - I bring Nothing: The Enigma of Empty-Handedness 

Week 2 -  I Take Ownership: The Power of Spiritual Mourning 

Week 3 -  I Give Up Control: The Freedom of Total Submission 

Week 4  -  I Long to Be Righteous: The Energy of Renewed Affections 

Week 5  -  I Care about Others: The Joy of Complete Forgiveness 

Week 6 -  I Go after One Thing: The Focus of Single-Mindedness 

Week 7  -  I Give Up My Rights: The Gift of making Peace 

Week 8  -  I Endure the Cost: The price and Reward of a Godly Life 

If you want to know more of god's blessings in your life, come join us in gaining Momentum in your spiritual 
growth in Christ. 
 

Shining a Light in the Darkness 
Lutherans in Uruguay are sharing God’s Word with others. 

LCMS missionaries in Uruguay work with pastors of the Lutheran Church of Uruguay (LCU) and of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Brazil to spread the Gospel and serve God’s people.  

This past August, two new locations for preaching and teaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ were dedicated in the 
northwest region of this small country in South America. Uruguay is a largely rural land full of cattle, sheep and canola. 
German settlers brought Lutheranism to the country long ago, and now the LCU is renewing this work, continuing to 
spread the Gospel and working to plant churches. 
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  HOMELESS VETS COLLECTION 
What a wonderful feeling to see the excitement at 
receiving our donations.  All were received at a 
needed time with the cold weather!   
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped make 
this possible. 
 

REALITY & TRUTH OUTREACH 
Thank you for preparing and serving barbecue chicken, collard 
greens, cornbread, chips, dessert, and drinks.  Portals of Prayer and 
a wooden cross were also given out.   

The mission of Reality & Truth Ministries is to serve and glorify God 
according to the work of Christ by promoting the one source of 
Truth amidst everyday realities, through encouraging, teaching, 
loving and gifting others. 



 

 

 

  

           SHUT-INS AND THOSE WHO  
                  NEED OUR PRAYERS 

Ideas for remembering our folks who are home bound: 

Send a greeting card 
Call, text, or email 
Schedule a visit 
Bring a meal or sweet treat 
Make a grocery store run 
Make a "goody box" (note cards with stamps, pen, crossword puzzle pad, candy bar, etc. 

AND of course, PRAY for and with our precious sisters and brothers. 
 
Health: 
       Doris Schreiber  Becky Culver (COVID) 
       Audrey and Bob Cordes  Marge Elam 
       Sue Gill   Janice Mather     
       Debbie Mikulka                 Linda Elliot (Pastor Elam’s Sister) 
       Doris and Jim Nieme  

       Austin Collett (Mary Ficzere's grandson) 

"The Lord is the strength of my life." Psalm 118:14 
 

                   ***** Contact information can be obtained through the Church Office (334) 272-6214.***** 

Shut-ins: 
       Becky Culver   Betsy Milton 
       Carolyn Culver   Ann Ohme 
       Milton Kennedy    Jack and Mary Smiley 
       Daniel Killion  Berna Wittkop 

"Fear not for I am with you; be not dismayed for I am 
your God..."    Isaiah 41:10 

"CATCH UP" ON TITHES & OFFERINGS 

One of the symptoms of the quarantine has been lower attendance and contributions in Christian 
churches.   St. Paul is no exception.  Coupled with the need to replace the air conditioners for the Sanctuary, 
our cash reserves are much lower than normal.  Please pray about keeping up with your offering. 

One of the strongest ways to ensure your recurring gifts is using "Simply Giving" -- your gifts are here even if 
you're not!!   Information on Simply Giving has been included with your 2023 offering envelopes available in 
the Welcome Center.   Questions?  Ask Pastor Steve or Mike Nisbet 

 

‘There in the Name of Jesus Christ’ 
After Hurricane Ian hit Florida in September, LCMS Disaster Response and its volunteers and partners were 
quick to provide helping hands and the Gospel to those in need. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Richardson          1/21 Rachel Arnold       2/12  

Haetnim Tinklepaugh 1/31 Linda Richardson 2/12  

Stanford Garnto           2/2 Jeremy Holman     2/15  

Adelaide Reinebold      2/7 Kevin Lear             2/15  

Amelia Reinebold         2/7 Bryan Smith          2/15  

Milton & Debbie Kennedy     January 20 

Wyman & Lori Cabaniss       January 23 

Dave & Laura Anderson        January 24 

Steve & Donna Dradzynski  February 15 

 

 

Please submit pictures/information for the 
newsletter by the 12th of each month to 

dhoward@knology.net. 

 

DECEMBER FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
Contributions .................... $22,847 ($486 Below Budget for the month) 
Monthly Budget ................ $23,333 
Endowment Fund  ............. $55,485 

       

 

 
 

January ............. Ginger Richardson 

February ........... Janet Nisbet 

 

 

January 19 ................ Bible Study at St. Paul - 9:30 a.m. 
January 21 ................ Church Chix, 8:30 a.m. at Chappy’s on Vaughn Rd. 
January 29 ................ Chili Cook Off, 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
February 4 ................ VBS Planning Meeting, 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
February 9 ................ Food Service Day, 8:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
February 11 .............. Mexican Train, in Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m. 
February 11 .............. Valentine Dinner (Youth Fund Raiser), 5:30 p.m. 
February 16 .............. Bible Study at St. Paul - 9:30 a.m. 
February 18 .............. Church Chix, 8:30 a.m. at Chappy’s on Vaughn Rd. 
February 22 .............. Ash Wednesday, Light Supper at 6:00 p.m., Service at 7:00 p.m. 
   
 
 

PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER 
To activate the prayer chain, contact the church office at 272-6214. 
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