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The  
 Messenger 

Sunday, November 21st 

Sunday School 9:15 

A Single Worship Service 10:30 

Thanksgiving Meal after the service 

Psalm 107:1, “Oh give thanks to the Lord, 
for he is good, for his steadfast love 
endures forever!” 

David wrote this hymn of praise and 
thanksgiving, which focuses on God’s 
unwavering love and patience with 
sinners. Psalm 107 is a reminder to thank 
God for that mercy, because it will last 
eternally. The Lord waits patiently, 
forgiving those who come to Him, turning 
from their sin and asking for forgiveness, 
and for that He deserves the praise of 
thanksgiving. 

 

Thanksgiving 
Our power is shut off… 

and suddenly we become thankful for electricity. 
Our garbage is not picked up… 

and suddenly we become thankful for the garbage 
 collector’s weekly stop. 

A good friend dies… 
and suddenly we discover how much he/she meant to us. 

Our water becomes too polluted to drink... 
and suddenly we appreciate water. 

Why is it, Lord, that we take for granted the uncounted  
blessings of life until they are removed from us. 

We take for granted… 
the mind You have given us, 

the beauty of the earth around us, 
the rain and soil combining to produce our food, 

the love of family and friend surrounding us. 
Today we thank You 

for being patient with us, 
for not forgetting us when we forget You, 

for loving and forgiving us, 
for music and singing, for rest and leisure, 

for those who understand us, 
for laughter and joy, for being with us now. 

Most of all we thank You for not withholding the blessings 
 of life from us even though we take them for granted. 

Take us from worship into the world where we turn words of 
thanksgiving into deeds of service. 

              From an unknown source but well said.    Pastor Elam 
 

PRAYER SERVICE FOR LIFE – LCMS INTERNATIONAL CENTER ONLINE 
NOVEMBER 30 | 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod will hold a Prayer Service for Life at 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2021, at the LCMS International Center in St. Louis 
via livestream on Facebook. 
Those who value the preservation of life at all its stages, from conception to 
natural death, are invited to take part by watching via livestream. 

 



 

  

Thank YOU 

church clean-up 

workers! 
Well done, good and faithful 

servant. (Matt. 25:21) 

St. Paul Youth Spotlight 

 Hi, I’m Ava Dradzynski! I’m 17 and I’m the daughter of Steve and Donna 
Dradzynski. I have been attending St. Paul for about 5 years now. One of the 
things I love most about this church is the youth group. It may be small, but we 
have a lot of fun with the activities we do. 
Some of my favorite memories come from the trips we took to Nashville for 
mission trips, Minneapolis for NYG, and St Louis for LYF/Youth Lead. I am a 
senior at Prattville High, and I play soccer for the varsity team there. In my 
spare time I enjoy reading, baking, volunteering, and hiking. I volunteer at the 
Prattville Public Library, SpiritHorse and I help out with Reality and Truth 
whenever I can. I hope I can leave a lasting impression on this church and the 
youth that are to come. 
 
  
  UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS: 

November 21: Youth Meeting During Church Thanksgiving Feast 

December 12:  Youth Christmas Party with Gift Exchange 
December 15: Youth & Children Christmas Program 
January date TBD:   Lock-In  
 



 

 
   

  Thank you to everyone who came to 
Oktoberfest!  It was a fun evening of 
fellowship and wonderful food.  A special 
thank you to the ladies who helped put it 
together.  A little over $1,600 was donated 
to support the McMiller family.  If anyone  
would like to contribute, they may do so. All funds are to support Missionary Tyler McMiller in Italy. 
 

SOCKS!  SOCKS! SOCKS! 
For the month of November and until December 19th, LWML will be 
collecting socks, underwear and undershirts for the homeless vets.  
There will be a drop off box in the welcome center.  The homeless are 
very much in need of these items.  We appreciate your giving.  “They 
gave so much for us, let’s give back a small thank you!” 

 

2021 OKTOBERFEST 

Thank you to LWML. We really enjoyed 
the German feast and Bingo. 

ESTATE PLANNING SEMINARS 
In early 2022 the Endowment Fund Committee plans to host informational 
seminars presented by subject matter experts on various estate planning topics 
such as wills, trusts, health care directives, charitable giving, etc.  Anyone with 
children that does not have a will needs to plan to attend.  Details are 
forthcoming. 
Mike Nisbet - EFC Chairperson 
 



 

 

  

Enjoy Music of Christmas by St. Paul staff members. 
click on this link or go to the 

 St. Paul Website. 

The Concordia Seminary Concert Series presents 
"Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!" A Service of Sacred Music 
for the Season of Advent.  

To celebrate with us via livestream, go to this link to 
view the concert https://t.co/vIEcqevAMZ?amp=1   

7:00 p.m. November 30th 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD BOXES 
Thank you to everyone who filled a shoebox for  

Operation Christmas Child! 
We collected over 50 boxes to send around the world. 

 

NOVEMBER VOTER’S MEETING RECAP 

• An update on the Endowment Fund was provided along with blank funding request forms for 
whoever needs them. 

• New Board of Director members: Mary C. and Joan N.  

• Hiring of a church assistant on hold until the workload increases. 

• An estimate was received of $12,000 for playground cover. Property will give 
estimates/alternatives for next voter’s meeting. 

    New Issues: 

• Approved - spending fund limit of $5,000/item for Board of Directors.  

• Youth account will be audited by end of November and provide an update to the Board of 
Directors. 

• Brief discussion regarding audit of St. Paul accounts. Board of Directors to research various options 
for financial account assistance and provide results at next voter’s meeting 

• Change St. Paul’s bylaws to reflect who can spend, who can have debit cards, but not voted on. 
Approved to change principle agents (cardholders) to current debit card holders. 

• Motion approved, 2022 budget approved as amended (Removal of women’s restroom renovation 
and sanctuary HVAC.  To be paid with existing funds in savings and checking. 

• Future goals for property discussed.  

• Painting outside to be done on a 2022 church work day. 

• Discussion regarding a “renew St. Paul property plan.” 
 

BARRIERS IN GOD’S HOUSE Jesus wants His Church to have open doors, welcoming all people 

to worship. But for America’s 54 million men, women and children with disabilities, those 

doors can lead to barriers — barriers of architecture, communication and attitude.  People 

with disabilities — and their families — often encounter negative experiences at church. 

People in wheelchairs struggle to get from the sanctuary to Bible classes or the fellowship 

hall. People with hearing impairments miss out when the Word is only spoken. People with 

visual impairments miss out on worship and fellowship opportunities if announcements are 

only printed.  People with developmental disabilities are often overlooked by Christian 

education programs.  People with mental illness — and their families — often feel excluded 

from the congregation. But, people with disabilities long to be connected 

 to the body of Christ. They have gifts and talents to share. Together, we  

can help ALL parts of the body of Christ grow stronger today! 



 

  

 

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, let’s 
imagine we were there as the miraculous event 
unfolded! Answer these five questions to find out which 
character you are from the biblical Christmas story! Be 
sure to share your results with friends so they can join 
in on the lighthearted fun.    

Lutheran Hour Ministries has a new online quiz for the 
holiday season.  Click on this link to find out  

Who are You in the Christmas Story? 

MONTGOMERY AREA FOOD BANK 

Since August St. Paul Members have had five 
two-hour service shifts at the Food Bank - a 
total of about 75 hours of service.  We have 
worked primarily in their sorting area involving 
unboxing food with damaged packaging from 
various sources, sorting & repacking similar 
items for redistribution.  Most recently we 
served in their Emergency Food area -- where 
anyone who walks in is guaranteed to receive 
 nutritious food to last approximately one week for each member of the family.  Our members who have 
served are humbled by exactly how Christ has blessed our families and congregation. Everyone who has 
volunteered agrees that the "time flies", and it's fun -- all in addition to being fulfilling. The work itself is "light 
duty" -- mostly standing, reaching, bending over, and walking. Heavy lifting can be delegated to others if 
needed. 
Our regular service shift is 2nd Thursday of each month from 9:00 - 11:30 a.m.   We want to begin another 
service day but need more people to complete the applications (available on our website as well as the 
Narthex and Welcome Center).   Return applications to the office. 
There is also a need for someone to coordinate the St. Paul volunteers who would like to serve at the Food 
Bank. This requires little time, just email and a little phone time.   If interested please contact Pastor, Mike 
Nisbet or Jerry Huffstickler. 
 
 

ENDOWMENT FUND UPDATE 

The report to the Voters Meeting on November 14 included: 
    *Value of fund (11/12/21)                $66,033 
    *Value of fund (12/31/20)                $62,929 
    *Distributions in 2021                       $  3,000 (Reality & Truth Annual Fund Raiser - July) 
    *Holdings of Fund:    80% Equities, 18% Fixed Income, and 2% Cash 
 

The Endowment Fund Committee is seeking members to help keeping the fund running smoothly, meeting 
periodically with the committee and reporting to the Church the status of the Fund. If interested, please 
contact Mike Nisbet, the Pastor or Jerry Huffstickler. 
 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

  

     

Leslie Maher      11/16 Jehle Garnto              12/02   

Betty Newman   11/17 Beau Bozeman          12/10  
 

Dan DeVaughn 11/21 Ryan Richardson      12/11   

Jason Lueck        11/21 Luke White                12/12   

Dee Wilson         11/25 Brittany Richardson 12/14   

Milton Kennedy 12/01    

    

    

    
 

 

ST. PAUL 2021 FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

October Contributions .................................  $20,028.02 ($3,305.31 below Budget) 
    Annual Budget .............................................  $23,333.33   

 

 

 

 
 

November .............. Debbie Howard 

December 5  ........... Debbie Howard 

December 12 .......... Karalyn Maevers 
December 19  .......... Terry Elam 
December 24  ......... Need Volunteer 
December 26  ......... Renee Perry 

 

 

 
 

Jack & Mary Smyly  ............. November 22 

 Nov 21 ...... Thanksgiving Worship with meal following the service  

   (One service at 10:30) with Sunday School at 9:15. 

 Nov 21 ...... Decorate the Church following Thanksgiving meal 

 Nov 28 ...... First Sunday in Advent 

 Dec   1  ...... Wednesday Advent Service, Meal at 6:00 p.m., Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

 Dec   8  ...... Montgomery Area Food Bank Service Day, 9-11:30 a.m. 

 Dec   8  ...... Wednesday Advent Service, Meal at 6:00 p.m., Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

 Dec 14 ...... LWML Christmas Party, 6:30 p.m. at Jalapenos Restaurant 

 Dec 15 ...... Wednesday Advent Service, Meal at 6:00 p.m., Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

 Dec 24  ..... Christmas Eve Worship Service at 5:00 p.m. 

 Dec 31 ...... Serve at Reality & Truth   

 Jan  23  ..... Chili Cook Off & Bingo at 5:00 p.m. 

 

  

Please submit pictures/information for the 
newsletter by the 12th of each month to 

dhoward@knology.net. 

 

PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER 
To activate the prayer chain, contact the church office at 272-6214. 


