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Meditation                       Psalm 1 

Prelude               

Welcome 

  Come, Ye Thankful People, Come    LSB #892 

 

 

 

 
 Tune and text: Public domain 
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Invocation, Confession and Absolution 

 

P. In the name of the Father and of the   Son and of the  
      Holy Spirit. 
C. Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all  

 unrighteousness. 

 

Confession 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature  

 sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  

 ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution 

 

P. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all  your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

 Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C.   Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 
Introit  

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

 to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 

The righteous flourish like the palm tree 

 and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

They are planted in the house of the Lord; 

 they flourish in the courts of our God. 

They still bear fruit in old age; 

 they are ever full of sap and green, 

to declare that the Lord is upright; 

 he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness 

 in him. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

 to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 

 

Kyrie            LSB 152 

 

P. In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C. Lord, have mercy. 

P.  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray 

 to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

 Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 

 Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For this holy house and for all who offer here their  

 worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis          LSB 154 

 

P. Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on 

 earth. 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

 We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You 

 for Your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the  

 Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the 

 sin of the world; have mercy on us. You are seated at 

 the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. For 

 You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 

 You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 

 Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

P. The Lord be with you. 

C. And also with you. 

 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scrip-

tures to be written for our learning, grant that we may 

so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 

them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the 

blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C. Amen. 
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First Reading                    Ezekiel 17:22-24 
 
22 Thus says the Lord God: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty 

top of the cedar and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost 

of its young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant it on a high 

and lofty mountain. 23 On the mountain height of Israel will I plant 

it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble 

cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its 

branches birds of every sort will nest. 24 And all the trees of the 

field shall know that I am the Lord; I bring low the high tree, and 

make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry 

tree flourish. I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it.”  

 

P. This is the Word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual  

 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,  and his greatness is 

unsearchable. On your wondrous works, I will |meditate, and I will 

declare your greatness. 

 

Epistle Reading           2 Corinthians 5:1-10 
 
1 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is de-

stroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 

hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we groan, longing 

to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed by putting it on we 

may not be found naked. 4 For while we are still in this tent, we 

groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that 

we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be  

swallowed up by life. 5 He who has prepared us for this very 

thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 So we 

are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home 

in the body we are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, 

not by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather 

be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether 

we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.  

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so 

that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in 

the body, whether good or evil. 

 

P. This is the Word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia & Verse  
 
C.  Alleluia Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 

 words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter.   

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Holy Gospel            Mark 4:26-34 

 

26 And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter 

seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and day, and the 

seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28 The earth produces 

by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.  

29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because 

the harvest has come.” 30 And he said, “With what can we compare 

the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it? 31 It is like a 

grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the  

smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32 yet when it is sown it grows up 

and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large 

branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were 

able to hear it. 34 He did not speak to them without a parable, but  

privately to his own disciples he explained everything. 

 

P. This is the Word of the Lord. 

C.        Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Apostles Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day, he rose again 

from the dead, he ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the  

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen 
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 Father, We Thank Thee     LSB #652  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000129 
 Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon               Pastor Carey P. Elam 

“The Tree of the Ages” 

Ezekiel 17:22-24 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering   Instrumental 

 

Preface       Pg. 160 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

 times  and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

 almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

 our Lord, who  ascended above the heavens and, sitting 

 at Your right hand, poured out on this day the promised 

 Holy Spirit on His chosen disciples. For all this the whole 

 earth rejoices  with exceeding joy. Therefore with angels 

 and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

 laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

 You and saying: 
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Sanctus             Pg. 161 

 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: 

 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna.  Hosanna. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving      Pg. 161 

 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

 had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only  

 begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our  

 Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation  

 accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body 

 and His blood on the cross.   

 

The Words of Our Lord      Pg. 162 

 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

 took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

 gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  

 body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 

 Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

 when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

 “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

 My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

 sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

 Me.” 
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P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we  

 proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us 

 Your  body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 

 remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 

 blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 

 from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your  

 coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 

 kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord's Prayer       Pg. 162 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

      Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 

 in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and  

 forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

 the power and the Glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini      Pg. 163 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace (No personal contact please) 

 

Agnus Dei        Pg. 163 

 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  

 have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  

 have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  

 grant us peace. 
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Distribution  

Post-Communion Blessing 

Thank the Lord            Pg. 164 

 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise;  

 tell ev'ryone what He has done. 

 Let all who seek the Lord  

 rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

 He recalls His promises  

 and leads His people forth in joy 

 with shouts of thanksgiving.   

 Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Post-Communion Collect               Pg. 166 

 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have  

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 

the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one  

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Benediction             Pg. 166 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

 you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

 peace. 

C Amen. 
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Postlude 

 For the Fruits of His Creation          LSB #894  

 

 

 

 
 Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000129 
 Tune: Public domain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Voter’s Meeting immediately following the 2nd 
service TODAY. 
 
Thank you St Paul for generously donating over 
80 cute baby boy outfits to First Choice  
Montgomery! LWML thanks you for your support. 
 
Mexican Train Dominoes: Come play Mexican 
Train Dominoes on the 2nd Saturday of each 
month at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a 
snack to share. It’s an easy and FUN game to 
learn. 
 
Sewing for Christ: Ladies, Sewing for Christ will 
meet on Wednesday, June 23 at the home of Mary 
Cronian at 10:00 am. Before Covid this group 
made warm hats for Veterans. Now we’ll sew baby 
boy burp cloths for First Choice Montgomery! 
Bring a sack lunch if you would like. Fabric and 
sewing machines provided. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
4475 Atlanta Highway 

Montgomery, Alabama 36109 
www.stpaulmontgomery.org 


