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First Reading

Acts 1:12-26

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away.
13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room,
where they were staying, Peter and John and James and
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James
the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of
James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves
to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of
Jesus, and his brothers. 15 In those days Peter stood up
among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about
120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled,
which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David
concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested
Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was allotted his
share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired a field with the
reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in
the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19 And it became
known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was
called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)
20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “‘May his camp
become desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it’; and
“‘Let another take his office.’ 21 So one of the men who have
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in
and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until
the day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must
become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23 And they put
forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called
Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You,
Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two
you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own
place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on
Matthias, and he was numbered2 with the eleven apostles.

Epistle Reading

I John 5:9-15

Holy Gospel

John 17:11b-19

9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is
greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne
concerning his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God has
the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has
made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony
that God has borne concerning his Son. 11 And this is the
testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have
the Son of God does not have life. 13 I write these things to you
who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know
that you have eternal life. 14 And this is the confidence that we
have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he
hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask,
we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.

11b Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given
me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 12 While I was
with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I
have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the
son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But
now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world,
that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given
them your word, and the world has hated them because they are
not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that
you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the
evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the
world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you
sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.
19 And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be
sanctified in truth.
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Nicene Creed

Song

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one
Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.

Sermon

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the

C
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets.

Pastor Steve Richardson
“Kept In Christ”
John 17:11b-19

Offering
Song

Instrumental

Confession and Forgiveness
P

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life Wof
the world to come. Amen.

P.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Sit

C. Amen.
Prayers of the People
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The Words of Our Lord

LSB 162

P
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the Glory forever
and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
During the month of May, LWML will be
collecting new or nearly new BABY BOY
CLOTHES, size 0 to 12 months, for First Choice
Women’s Medical Center. The Center “reaches
abortion-vulnerable members of our community in
the name of Christ to make LIFE their FIRST
CHOICE.
Please place your baby boy clothes in the box
in the Welcome Center. For more information
contact Janet Nisbet.

Passing of the Peace
Distribution/Communion
Post-Communion Blessing
Benediction
P

C

May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make
His face shine on you and be gracious to you. May the
Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.
St. Paul Lutheran Church
4475 Atlanta Highway
Montgomery, Alabama 36109
www.stpaulmontgomery.org
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