Maundy Thursday:
The Upper Room

Order of Service

And he will show you a large upper room furnished and ready;
there prepare for us. Mark 14:15

Invocation and Call to Worship

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

z >
(o) <DE C Amen.
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v 5): P Let us ever walk with Jesus.
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o > C To see the depths of his love.
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%’ 2 P To behold the gift of his forgiveness.
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w E‘ C To gaze upon the heights of his grace.
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: 8 P To marvel at the magnitude of his mercy.
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o m C We travel to the Upper Room.
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& P To watch as Christ delivers the Gospel.
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o) C In his true body and blood.
> . , .
rg P Faithful Lord, with me abide.
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I shall follow where you guide!
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Tune and text: Public domain
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Confession and Forgiveness

King David prays, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”

My heart, O God, is often anything but broken and contrite.
Instead, it is covered in calluses.

Because | hold grudges.

Keep score,

Refuse repentance.

And turn away from humility and kindness.

Lord, soften my spirit.

Because a hard heart is like a wrecking ball.

It mangles marriages.

Condemns children.

And finishes off families and friends. Lord, have mercy!
Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!

(Please silently reflect on the fact that though our sin is great,
Christ’s love is greater.)

Hear the good news! Jesus walked to places of rejection, suffer-
ing, torment and death—for you. Jesus was determined to go to
Gethsemane, Gabbatha and Golgotha—for you. That’s why Je-
sus forgives you completely and loves you eternally. Faithful
Lord, with me abide!

| shall follow where you guide!



Prayer of the Day

P O Lord, in this wonderful Sacrament you left us a remem-
brance of your passion. Grant that we may so receive the sa-
cred mystery of your body and blood that the fruits of your re-
demption may continually be manifest in us; for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Old Testament Reading Exodus 12:1-14
1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This
month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the
first month of the year for you. > Tell all the congregation of Israel
that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a

lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household.
4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his
nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons;
according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the
lamb. ° Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old.
You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6 and you shall
keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at
twilight. " “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on
the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat
it. 8They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire;

with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. ° Do not
eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its
legs and its inner parts. '° And you shall let none of it remain until
the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall
burn. " In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened,
your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you

shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD's Passover. '?For | will pass
through the land of Egypt that night, and | will strike all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the
gods of Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the Lorp. "> The
blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And
when | see the blood, | will pass over you, and no plague will
befall you to destroy you, when | strike the land of Egypt.

' “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it
as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute
forever, you shall keep it as a feast.
Epistle Reading | Corinthians 5:6-8

6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven
leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you
may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ,
our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore
celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of
malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth.



Holy Gospel Matthew 26:17-29
17 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came
to Jesus, saying, “Where will you have us prepare for you to eat
the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and
say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. | will keep the
Passover at your house with my disciples.”” 19 And the disciples
did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the
Passover. 20 When it was evening, he reclined at table with the
twelve. 21 And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, | say to you,
one of you will betray me.” 22 And they were very sorrowful and
began to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23 He an-
swered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will be-
tray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe
to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have
been better for that man if he had not been born.”

25 Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it |, Rabbi?” He
said to him, “You have said so.” 26 Now as they were eating,
Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he took a
cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying,
“Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 | tell
you | will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day
when | drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”

Just as | Am, without One Plea LSB #570 VV. 1,3,2 4-5
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Thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
spot, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
out, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
find, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

5  JustasIam, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Tune and text: Public domain



Sermon

Offering

Prayers

P

Onward in Christ’s footsteps treading, pilgrims here, our home
above. Full of faith and hope and love. Let us do the Father’s
bidding. And so we pray: Your perfect love, O Lord, has borne
our sin and delivered us from death. Give to us the grace of
your forgiveness so that we may enjoy the blessing of a clear
conscience and serve you without fear. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Jesus, your love has gathered the lonely and lost and created
the Church, where sinners may come and find a place at your
table of grace and mercy. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Jesus, your love supports the wounded in body and spirit, and
your grace sustains the sick and suffering. Lord, in your mer-

cy,
Hear our prayer.

Jesus, your love welcomes the brokenhearted and binds up
those who are crushed in spirit. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

P Jesus, your love has promised to hear our prayer and to an-
swer us with all that is good and right and true. Lord, in your
mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

P Jesus, your love sets a table before us in the presence of our
enemies to receive the food and drink of your body and blood.

C Jesus, let me faithful be, life eternal grant to me. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord LSB 162

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My ¢
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My 4 blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us
Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your

coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your
kingdom and teach us to pray:

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the Glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
Distribution/Communion
Post-Communion Blessing

Benediction

P Jesus invites us to walk with him to the Upper Room, a place
of great suffering and a place of great love! We will walk with
Jesus all the way to the empty tomb—and resurrection victory!

C Let us ever walk with Jesus.
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Lord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where You guide.

here I share Your woe; Help me there Your joy to know.
here with You 1 die, There to live with You on high.
let me faith - ful be, Life e - ter - nal grant to me.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000129
Tune: Public domain
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