Meditation Psalm Psalm 107:1-9
Prelude

Welcome

Opening Hymn

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee LSB #803
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a-dore Thee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love!
2 All Thy works with joy sur-round Thee, Earth and heav’n re-flect Thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, Ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,

Hearts un-fold like flow’rs be-fore Thee, Prais-ing Thee, their sun a - bove.
Stars and an-gels sing a-roundThee, Cen - ter of un-bro-ken praise.
Well-spring of the joy of liv - ing, O - cean-depth of hap-py rest!

o2 5 oo rFres
I I

Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness, Drive the gloom of doubt a-way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, Flow-’ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho-ly Spir - it, Foun-tain-head of love di-vine:

I
Giv - er of im - mor - tal glad-ness, Fill us with the light of day.
Chant-ing bird, and flow - ing foun-tain Call us to re-joice in Thee.
Joy - ful, we Thy heav’n in - her - it! Joy-ful, we by grace are Thine!

Tune and text: Public domain
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Invocation, Confession and Absolution

P. In the name of the Father and of the ¢ Son and of the

Holy Spirit.

C. Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Confession
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution

P. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C. Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be
afraid?

Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;
though war arise against me, yet | will be confident.

One thing have | asked of the Lord, that will | seek after:
that | may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of
my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to
inquire in his temple.

For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble;
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift
me high upon a rock.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be
afraid?

Kyrie
Pg. 152

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to
the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the
Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.



P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every
morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive
us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and
soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful
goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in
willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, nhow
and forever.

C Amen.

Please be seated

Old Testament Reading Numbers 21:4-9

* From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to
go around the land of Edom. And the people became
impatient on the way. > And the people spoke against God
and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and we loathe this worthless food.” ® Then the Lord sent
fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so
that many people of Israel died. ” And the people came to
Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against
the LorD and against you. Pray to the Lorb, that he take away
the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.® And
the LorD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a
pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall

live.” ® So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole.
And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze
serpent and live.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Gradual

O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of
the throne of God.
Epistle Reading Ephesians 2:1-10
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you
once walked, following the course of this world, following the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the
sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of man-
kind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love
with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our tres-
passes, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have
been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with
him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the com-
ing ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may
boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
Lent Pg. 157

C Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love, and abounding in steadfast love.

Holy Gospel John 3:14-21

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must
the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may
have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the
judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.

20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does
not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But
whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be
clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord
C. Praise to You O Christ



Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day, he rose again
from the dead, he ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come
to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

Sit
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1 God loved the world so that He gave His on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, Who was made
3 God would not have the sin - ner die; His Son with
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son For - gives all
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Son the lost to save, That all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; All then who trust in
sav - ing  grace is nigh; His  Spir - it in the
sins which  you have done; And, jus - ti - fied by
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Him be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a -lone Are  built on this chief cor - ner -stone.
Word de-clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.

5 If you are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

%

6 Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blesséd Trinity,

Be praise now and eternally!

Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon Pastor Carey P. Elam
“Who or What?”
John 3:16
Stand
Prayer of the Church
Offering
Preface Pg. 160
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who ascended above the heavens and, sitting at Your right
hand, poured out on this day the promised Holy Spirit

on His chosen disciples. For all this the whole earth rejoices
with exceeding joy. Therefore with angels and arch angels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

11

Sanctus Pg. 161

C

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving Pg. 161

P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have
had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
the cross.

The Words of Our Lord Pg. 162

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My ¢
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My ¢
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us
Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your
kingdom and teach us to pray:

(o]

Lord's Prayer Pg. 162

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the Glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini Pg. 163

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C Amen.
Passing of the Peace (No personal contact please)
Agnus Dei Pg. 163

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.
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Distribution
(Post-Communion Blessing)

Nunc Dimittis Pg. 165

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your
word has been fulfilled. My own eyes have seen the
salvation which You have prepared in the sight of
ev'ry people: A light to reveal You to the nations and
the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father
and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever.

Post-Communion Collect Pg. 166

P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through
the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C Amen.

Benediction Pg. 166

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His
face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look
upon you with favor and ¢ give you peace.

C Amen.

Closing Hymn
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Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way LSB #857
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1 Lord, help us walk  Your ser - vant way Wher -
2 You came to earth, (0) Christ, as Lord, But
3 No gold - en scep - ter but a towel You
4 You bid us bend  our hu - man pride Nor
5 Lord, help us walk  Your ser - vant way Wher -
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ev - er love may lead And, bend - ing low, for -
powr You laid a - side. You lived Your years in
place with - in the hands Of those who seek to
count our - selves a - bove The low - est place, the
ev - er love may lead And, bend - ing low, for -
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get - ting self, Each serve the oth - er’s need.
ser - vant - hood; In low - 1li - ness You died.
fol - low You And  live by Your com - mands.
mean - est task That waits the  gift of love.
get - ting self, Each serve the oth - er’s need.

Tune: Public domain

Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000129

Postlude
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

LENTEN SCHEDULE

Wednesday, March 17:
Wednesday, March 24:

Lenten Service - 7:00 pm
Lenten Service - 7:00 pm

EASTER SCHEDULE

Palm Sunday: March 28 - 8:00 & 10:30 am

0 There will be an Easter Egg Hunt at the new Messiah
Church property from 1 - 4 pm., 334 Old Farm Lane South,
Prattville. All are welcome!

Maundy Thursday: April 1 -7:00 pm
Good Friday: April 2 -7:00 pm
Easter Sunday: April 4 - 8:00 & 10:30 am

0 The will be the Annual Easter Breakfast from 9:00 - 10:00
am on Easter morning.

Office is closed the week following Easter.

St. Paul Lutheran Church
4475 Atlanta Highway
Montgomery, Alabama 36109
www.stpaulmontgomery.org
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