


THIRD WEDNESDAY IN ADVENT 

DECEMBER 16, 2020 

7:00 PM 

 

We welcome this evening our guest pianist, 

Alex Smithley 

 

 

Order of Worship 
 
Invocation and Call to Worship 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the 
 Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C Amen.  
 
P Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a 
 highway for our God! 
 
C Let us proclaim the name of the Lord and ascribe 
 greatness to our God! 
 
P He is the Rock, his work is perfect and all his ways are 
 just.  
 
C He is the God of faithfulness who does no wrong. 
 
P John came proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
 forgiveness of sins. 
 
C As it is written in the book of Isaiah the prophet—all 
 flesh shall see the salvation of our God! 
 
 
 

  



  O Come, All Ye Faithful         LSB #379 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Confession and Absolution 

 

P Moses writes in Deuteronomy, “I will proclaim the name 

 of the Lord; ascribe greatness to our God! The Rock, his 

 work is perfect and all his ways are just. He is the God of 

 faithfulness who does no wrong.” Therefore, with contrite 

 and broken hearts, we confess our sin.  

C Heavenly Father, we come to you because you are 

 faithful and your ways are just. 

P But we are soiled by sin. 

C Dirty from misdeeds. 

P Grimy from guilt. 

C Lost in a cesspool of selfishness. 

P Though you are faithful. 

C We are faithless. 

 P Though you are just and upright. 

C We can be unjust and dishonest. Lord, have mercy! 

 Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!  

P John the Baptist came proclaiming a baptism of  

 repentance for the forgiveness of sins. He pointed to the 

 one who is mightier—Christ Jesus our Lord. Jesus loves 

 you. Jesus died for you. Jesus lives for you. And Jesus 

 forgives your every sin. And so we say to the world— 

C All flesh shall see the salvation of our God! 



Old Testament Reading            Isaiah 40:1-5 

 

1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly 

to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her 

iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord's hand 

double for all her sins. 3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare 

the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for 

our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain 

and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, 

and the rough places a plain. 5 And the glory of the Lord shall be 

revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of 

the Lord has spoken.”  

 

P. This is the Word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Reading                 I John 4:15-21 

 
15 

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God 

abides in him, and he in God. 
16 

So we have come to know 

and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, 

and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides 

in him. 
17 

By this is love perfected with us, so that we may 

have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is 

so also are we in this world. 
18 

There is no fear in love, 

but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with pun-

ishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in 

love. 
19 

We love because he first loved us. 
20 

If anyone says, 

“I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who 

does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot
 
love 

God whom he has not seen. 
21 

And this commandment we 

have from him: whoever loves God must also love his 

brother.  
 

P. This is the Word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 



Solo: “Breath of Heaven”                     Rachel Smithley  

 

The Holy Gospel     John 1:19-28 

 

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests 

and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He 

confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 

Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He 

said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 

“No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 

answer to those who sent us. What do you say about your-

self?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilder-

ness, ‘Make straight[a] the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah 

said.” 24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They 

asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the 

Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I 

baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not 

know, 27 even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal 

I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany 

across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

 

P. This is the Word of the Lord. 

C. Praise to You O Christ. 

 



Sermon          Pastor Carey P. Elam 

“Proclaim the Name of the Lord” 

 

Offering 

 

Prayers 

 

Benediction 

 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry        LSB #344 vv. 1-4 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 Joy to the World   LSB #387  

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 


