PREPARE YE

A SERIES OF SPECIAL

SERVICES FOR ﬁ M




SECOND WEDNESDAY IN ADVENT
DECEMBER 9, 2020
7:00 PM

Order of Worship

Invocation and Call to Worship

P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the
Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a
highway for our God!

Sing with Moses and the people of Israel, saying—

I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously.
The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has be
come my salvation.

When Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, she asked,
Why am | so favored, that the mother of my Lord
should come to me?

Rejoice in the Lord always!

Again | will say, rejoice!



Prepare the Royal Highway LSB #343
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I Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; The King of kings 15 near!
2 God’s peo-ple, see Him com - ing: Yourown e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen To greet wvour prom-ised king!
4 His  is no earth-ly king - dom; It comes from heav'n a - bove.
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Let ev - 'ty hill and wval - ley A lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be-fore  Him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, vet ev-'ry ma - tion [Iis trib -ute  too should bring.
His  rule s peace and free - dom And  jus-tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of Glo - ry Fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God's prom -ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail  you!
All  lands, bow down be - fore Him! All  na-tions, now a - dore Him!
So let  your praise be sound-ing For kind-ness so a - hound-ing:
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Ho - san - na to the  Lord, For He ful-fills  God's Word!

Tune: Public domain

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110000129



Confession and Absolution

P God our Father, we come to you in sorrow for our sins.
For turning away from you, and ignoring your truth and
your beauty, Father, forgive us:

C Save us and help us.

P For turning to what is dirty and ugly, beastly and
unsightly; Father, forgive us:

C Save us and help us.

P For often approving of what is sinful and dark; Father,
forgive us:

C Save us and help us.

P For having no song to sing, no joy in our heart; Father,
forgive us:

C Save us and help us.

P For letting ourselves be drawn away from the beauty of

the Gospel by temptations in the world around us;
Father, forgive us:

C Save us and help us. Lord, have mercy! Christ, have
mercy! Lord, have mercy!

P The peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus!
Jesus is the Prince of Peace and his atoning sacrifice,
shed blood and third-day victory over death delivers
divine peace to all who are penitent and contrite. Rejoice
in the Lord always!

Cc Again | will say, rejoice.



Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 33:14-16

14 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when | will
fulfill the promise | made to the house of Israel and the house
of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time | will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah
will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the
name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’

P. This is the Word of the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading | Corinthians 1:26-30

%6 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not
many were of noble birth. 2 But God chose what is foolish in the
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to
shame the strong; ?® God chose what is low and despised in the
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that
are, % so that no human being might boast in the presence of
God. * And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who
became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and
sanctification and redemption,

P. This is the Word of the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God.



The Holy Gospel Matthew 6:31-34

31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the
Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to
you. 34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own
trouble.

P. This is the Word of the Lord.
C. Praise to You O Christ.

Hark the Glad Sound LSB #349
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| Hark the glad sound!  The  Sav - or comes, The Sav - o
2 He comes the pris - ‘ners (o re - lease, In Sa - tam's
3 He comes the bro - ken bt tr Band, The bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas,  Prince of Peace,  Thy  wel - come
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prom - ised long; Let ev - 'rv  heart  pre - pare a
bond - age held The gates of  brass be - fore Him
soul I cure, Al with the mea - sures  of His
shall pro - claim, Amncd heav'n™s e - ter - nal arch - es
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throne  And ev - v volce a sONg.
burst,  The i - ron fet - ters yield.
grace  Toen - rich the hum - hle oo,
ring With  Thy be - low - ed name.

Tune and text: Public domain



Sermon Pastor Steve Richardson
“Promises that Hold True”
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Offering

Prayers

Benediction



It Came upon the Midnight Clear LSB #366
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I It came up-on the mid-night clear, That glo - nous song of  old,
2 Sull through the clo - ven skies they come With peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 AN you,  be-neath your heav - v load, By care and guilt bent low,
4 For  lo,  the days havecoms to pass By  proph-ets seen of  old,
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From  an - gels bend - ing near the earth To towch their harps of  gold;
And sl their heav'n-ly - mu - sic floats Ofer all the wea - iy world.
Who twil  a-long a8 dres-rv oway With  pain - ful steps and  slow;
When down in - to the cir-cling years Came Christ as was  fore - told,

“Peace on  the earth, good-will o all. From heav'n’s all - gra - cions King”
A - bove its sad  and low-ly plains They  bend on hov-"ring wing,
Look wup, for gold - en s the hour, Come swiflt - Iy on the wing,
His  word of peace shall to the earth God’s an - cient prom-ise  bring,

The world in sol - emn still - ness lay  To  hear the an - zels sing.
And ev - er o'er its  ba - bel sounds The bless - ed an - gels  sing.
The Prince was born to bring you peace; OF Him  the an - gels  sing.
And  all  who take this gift  will hear The song the an - gels  sing.

Text and tune: Public domain



