


FIRST WEDNESDAY IN ADVENT 

DECEMBER 2, 2020 

7:00 PM 

 

 

Order of Worship 
 
Invocation and Call to Worship 
 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be you all. 
 
C. Amen 
 
P. Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a high-
way for our God! 
 
C. God promises to be with us and keep us wherever we go. 
 
P. He will not leave us until He has done what He promised. 
 
C. Surely the Lord is in this place! 
 
P. This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven. 
 
C. For God sent John the Baptist… 
 
P. To turn the hearts of parents to their children. 
 
C. To make ready a people prepared! 
 
 
 



Prepare the Royal Highway    LSB #343 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110000129 



Confession and Absolution 
 
P. Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry… 
 
C. Too real to hide, and too deep to undo. 
 
P. Forgive what our lips tremble to name. 
 
C. What our hearts can no bear. 
 
P. And what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment. 
 
C. As parents, we have not fully loved our children. 
 
P. As children, we have not fully loved our parents. 
 
C. Set us free from a past that we cannot change. 
 
P. Open to us a future where we can be changed. 
 
C. And grant us to grow in grace more and more in the im-
age and likeness of Jesus. Lord, have mercy! Christ, have 
mercy! Lord, have mercy! 
 
P. Surely the Lord is in this place as the God of love and kind-
ness who forgives you, frees you, heals you, strengthens you 
and raises you up to new life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  He also 
sends His Holy Spirit to turn the hearts of parents to their chil-
dren. 
 
C. To make ready a people prepared! 



Old Testament Reading             Isaiah 40:1-5 

 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to 

Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her 

iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord's hand 

double for all her sins. 3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare 

the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for 

our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain 

and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, 

and the rough places a plain. 5 And the glory of the Lord shall 

be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of 

the Lord has spoken.” 

 

P. This is the Word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Epistle Reading          I Thessalonians 5: 1-6 

 

1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers,
 
you 

have no need to have anything written to you. 
2 
For you 

yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will 

come like a thief in the night. 
3 
While people are saying, 

“There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will 

come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant 

woman, and they will not escape. 
4 
But you are not in dark-

ness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 
5 
For 

you are all children
[b]

 of light, children of the day. We are 

not of the night or of the darkness. 
6 
So then let us not 

sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober.  
 

P. This is the Word of the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Thessalonians+5%3A+1-6&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29610b


The Holy Gospel              Mark 13:33-37 

 
33 Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time 

will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves 

home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and 

commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay 

awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will 

come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster 

crows, or in the morning— 
36 

lest he come suddenly and find you 

asleep. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”  

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry   LSB #344  

Text and tune: Public domain 



Sermon              Pastor Carey P. Elam 

 

“Watch, Be Prepared” 

Mark 13:33-37  

 

Offering 

 

Prayers 

 

Benediction 

 

 



 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus        LSB #338 

Text and tune: Public domain 


