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The  

 Messenger 
Dear Father God, 
Thank You that the Christian faith continues to grow throughout the world. 

Thank You for the faith of those who influenced and touched my life so that I now  

have a growing faith in You. 

Thank You for Your Word, The Bible, that sheds light and provides hope for me each day. 

Please strengthen me and grant me courage and wisdom to live my life completely for You. 

Please use me to influence and touch other people’s lives with Your great love and mercy. 

I pray that my family and friends will come to know that You are God, the Almighty who  

created us and loves us, and that they may know Jesus Christ as their Savior. 

Please reign in my life now and forevermore. 

In Jesus’ holy name I pray,        Amen 
 

8:00 a.m. & 10:30 p.m. 
 

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart 

“Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him. Rooted and built up in the faith and 
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.” Colossians 2:6-7 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

I love this time of year. The fall colors, the cooler temperatures, and the thought of family and friends coming 
together over a Thanksgiving meal. Following Thanksgiving comes Advent and the anticipation of Christmas and 
Christ’s coming again. 

However, this Thanksgiving and Christmas may be celebrated a little differently. Family gatherings for many may 
happen over Zoom, Skype or some other electronic means instead of in person. While that is not as exciting as we 
may like, it is still a blessing that we can visit with each other and pray together. 

We have so much to be thankful for. Go ahead, make a list and you will see how quickly your list grows. You have your 
faith in Christ, family and friends, a roof over your head, transportation, bills paid, the ability to worship, good 
wholesome food to eat and nourish your body, a free county to live in, your pet, money in the bank, etc.  I could go on 
and on. 

Most of all, we can cultivate a habit of thanksgiving which comes from being rooted and built up in our faith by the 
Holy Spirit. 

Remember, living in thanksgiving eventually results in a life of Thanksgiving! 

       Have a Blessed Thanksgiving! 

     Pastor Elam 
 

November 22 



 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IT’S EASY TO HELP OTHERS IN NEED 
After the feasting and gift giving many people will still be 
hungry in our own Montgomery neighborhoods.   

You can help by using the Reverse Advent Calendar.  Fill a 
box with the items and bring to the church December 27 – 
January 3 for delivery to the Food Bank.  

Click on the Advent Calendar above to go to a link to print. 

 

Ladies of St. Paul ... let’s decorate turkey cookies for  

the children and staff of Preschool Plus. 

On Tuesday, November 17 at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall we will cut and assemble the  

turkeys.  A short LWML meeting will precede our arts and crafts fun.  Bring your scissors! 

Instead of our LWML Christmas Party, the ladies will collect pantry items to benefit  

Friendship Mission. See the Reverse Advent Calendar above. 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, January 19, 2021 at 6:30.  Serving the Lord with YOUR help! 

 

 
Twelve members from St. Paul prepared 66 meals for 
the homeless.   
Thank you to all who donated food items.  Pastor 
Steve’s Barbecue, baked beans, slaw and Little Debbie 
treats were prepared. The boxes of food were taken 
to Reality and Truth. 
 

Who can be a part of LWML?  Actually, every woman at St. Paul.  There are no membership rites or dues.  For 

over 77 years, the LWML has focused on affirming each woman’s relationship with Christ, encouraging and 

equipping women to live out their Christian lives in active mission ministries and to support global missions. We 

often think that it’s mostly older women but women of all ages share in this ministry.   

Check out the Facebook page for Young Women in Mission.   

 



 

  

VIRTUAL VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES  
Volunteerism is the life blood of charitable organizations. Many cannot function effectively without volunteers. 
During the pandemic, nonprofit organizations have been affected by social distancing recommendations. 
Social distancing and other restrictions instituted in response to the global pandemic do not have to stifle volunteer 
efforts. 
Organizations like Goodwill, the United Nations and even AARP offer online volunteering opportunities. 
Resources such as Volunteer Match, Hands on River Region, Hospice of Montgomery , Montgomery Council on Aging, 
may be able to connect you with virtual volunteer options. The following are a few additional ways to become a virtual 
volunteer. 

• Manage social media accounts.  

• Assist those without sight. Volunteers with Be My Eyes can provide important assistance to blind or low-vision 
individuals. Virtual video calls enable volunteers to communicate with people directly and provide help. 

• Offer tutoring or teaching through Virtual learning.  

• Design and build websites.  

• Assist call centers. 

• Translate emails and phone calls. Translators are always in demand in an increasingly global society. Bilingual 
men and women can volunteer as translators so their favorite charitable organizations can effectively 
overcome any language barriers that may exist between their staffs and the people they're trying to help. 

 

St. Paul Welcome Center 
Many thanks to Grace Fabrication for designing, 
building and DONATING our Welcome Center 
desk.  
Our pastors have a long-term relationship with the 
owner of Grace Fabrication, our neighbor.   
What a blessing! 
 

         
        Watch for the new addition to            

              "The Music of Christmas" 

                   on the St. Paul website: 
               www.stpaulmontgomery.org 
 
 
 

Do you know where this Picture Board is Located? 
Bet you do!  Often people take the time to look at the pictures on this 
board.  Sometimes we may want to remember a name or put a name with 
someone we just met.  It’s great to see faces of people we might not have 
seen for a while. 

Thanks so much to Mike Nisbet for keeping these pictures up to date.   



 

 

 

  

VOTER’S MEETING RECAP 
St. Paul welcomes two new members to the St. Paul 
Board of Directors - Dee Wilson and Jay Sloop - both 
approved by the congregation during the most recent 
Voter’s meeting on November 8.   Current Board 
members include Kyle Arnold, Steve Dradzynski, and Mark 
Wootan.  
As well, the Board will be meeting virtually next month to 
delineate role/responsibilities of Board members, to 
review the current and future budget, and create a 
recommendation to the congregation on remaining funds 
from calendar year 2020.   The board will present those 
suggestions at a Town Hall in late January/early February, 
and then at a Voter’s Meeting in late winter/early spring 
2021.  As always, Board members appreciate any and all 
feedback and suggestions. 

Regarding the November 8, 2020 voter’s meeting, the 
congregation approved the Calendar Year (CY) 2021 
budget of $280,000.   With remaining funding from CY 
2020 ($93,000), the congregation approved $17,000 to be 
used to offset costs in the CY 2021 budget that will place 
$10,000 in an emergency fund for repairs to the  

 

property and another $7,000 for Youth Ministries that 
church’s physical will total $13,680 for Youth Ministry.   

The congregation also approved $15,200 to fund the 
following upgrades to the physical property: security 
upgrades ($3,700), playground fence/hedges ($1,000), 
Fellowship Hall roof repairs ($1,000), and a new mower 
($9,500).  We believe, with the exception of the security 
upgrades, we will be under budget in most of these 
programs and will give a more exact cost at the next 
Town Hall meeting.   

The congregation approved $2,500 in a COVID 19 relief 
fund with details to follow before any disbursement, 
and agreed to hold off using the remaining $58,300 until 
the board presented a spend plan at the next town hall.   

Finally, through September 2020, St. Paul received 
contributions of $260,506 in CY 2020 with $216,822 
committed leaving $43,699 available for fourth quarter 
costs (utilities, salaries, education, etc.). 

Any questions/comments regarding the budget can be 
addressed to Janet Rosin or Mark Wootan. 

 

Smithley, Matthew, Blessing, Jon, Amie,  

Simon (not pictured – Rachel, Alex) 

W
e

lc
o

m
e

 t
o

 S
t
. 

P
a

u
l 

W
e

’r
e

 s
o

 g
la

d
 y

o
u

’r
e

 h
e

r
e

! 

Fairfax, Patrick, Amy,               

(not pictured – Joey, Ashley) 

Maher, Luke, Leslie, Nick, Ed 

Conrow, RaNaye, Gunner 

Burley, Ryan, Kris, Eric, Mackenzie 

St. Paul Tithes & Offering Budget (2020):              Annual  $275,000        Monthly        $  22,917 
 

General Fund Gifts (Actual Thru 10/31/20)                                 $252,525       

General Fund Budget (Thru 10/31/20)                                        -$229,167 

                                                                                                               $23,358 Over Budget! 
 

Total Gifts (Incl. Designated Funds & Messiah-Prattville)                 $268,697 

General Fund Gifts (Actual October 2020)                                      $21,747     ($1,170 Under Budget) 

 



 

 

 

  

Betty Newman     11/17 Jehle Garnto           12/2   
Dan DeVaughn      11/21 Beau Bozeman        12/10   
Jason Lueck        11/21 Alice Buckley          12/10   
Gwen Landers      11/25 Ryan Richardson      12/11   

Dee Wilson          11/25 Lukas White           12/12   
Debbie Olsen       11/28  Brittany Richardson 12/14   
Milton Kennedy    12/1    

Jack & Mary Smyly                 11/22/1953 
John & Darlene Blumentritt    12/16/2983 

WOMEN OF THE WORD 
BIBLE STUDY 

Upcoming studies will be Thursday, 
December 10 & January 14th at  

11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Please submit pictures/information for the 
newsletter by the 12th of each month to 

dhoward@knology.net. 

 

PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER 
To activate the prayer chain, contact Margaret Carlson at 334-567-0964 

or the church office at 272-6214. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Join Pastor Elam on Friday, November 6, 
20, December 4, and 18 at 7:00 a.m. for 
Bible study and breakfast at the Farmer’s 
Market Café (315 N. McDonough St.).   

For more information contact Pastor Elam. 

November 8th 
5 p.m.-7p.m., Fellowship hall, dinner will be provided 
November 22st 
"Friendsgiving" 5 p.m.-7p.m., Pre-Thanksgiving meal, Fellowship hall,  
dinner will be provided 
December 6th 
5 p.m.-7p.m., Fellowship hall, dinner will be provided 
December 20th 
CHRISTmas party, 5 p.m.-7 p.m., We will have dinner, play games, and play "Dirty Santa". 
 

 
 
 
St. Paul’s license for this service allows all members, families, 
and friends to access an unlimited amount of Christian 
content - all for FREE.   If you have not yet registered for this 
FREE resource please provide your email address to the 
church office.  You will receive an invitational email shortly 
thereafter with the simple instructions how to register. 
 

HELP IS NEEDED 
DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS 

Saturday, November 28th at 10:00 a.m. 

 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES 

December 24th 

10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 


