Pray Boldly
Therefore, confess your sins to each other and pray
for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer
of a righteous person is powerful and effective.
James 5:16
God promises that our prayers make a difference.
James 5:16 tells us: “The prayer of a righteous man is
powerful and effective.” The Bible tells us about times
when prayer had a direct impact on things. For
example, God told a man named Hezekiah that it was
time for him to die. Hezekiah prayed for God to spare
his life and God healed him and gave him 15 more
years to live (2 Kings:20).
But wait. That just doesn’t make sense. How can the God who plans and controls the future tell us that our
prayers affect what he does and what happens? All we need to know is that we can trust God. And if he tells
us that our prayers make a difference, then we know they make a difference.
So, pray boldly, even if you can’t fully understand how your prayers sync with God’s sovereign will. Pray
boldly, not because you fully understand how prayer works, but because you are fully convinced in Jesus
Christ that God loves you.
Prayer: Lord, I am amazed that you give me the privilege to pray and promise that my prayers make a
difference. Help me to be confident that you will hear and answer when I pray. When I read your Word, my
heavenly Father, it makes me realize that the world and all its heartaches are so transitory. Inspire me to
reach others with Your message of hope. In You alone I place my hope. Amen

WHEN WILL WE BEGAN WORSHIP TOGETHER AT ST. PAUL?
We look forward to worshipping together again in the sanctuary, and as soon as
we have a firm date you will receive an email and phone blast from the office.
There will be some guidelines in place for us as we begin worshipping together.
We ask your understanding and patience as we try to keep everyone as safe as
possible during this time of uncertainty.
- Seating will be directed by Ushers.
- We will, for the unforeseeable future, require masks (please bring your own if
you have one – if not one will be provided) and keep a six-foot distance
between worshipers (except families of course). We ask that families sit
together.
-

Your temperature will be taken with a non-touch thermometer as you enter the narthex.
Bulletins will be in the narthex on a table instead of handed out by the usher.
Offering plates will be in the narthex for you to place your offering as you leave worship.
We are asking members not to gather in the narthex until further notice.
Communion will be celebrated, and instructions will be given on how we will proceed before coming
forward.
We pray you that you will understand our intention for these guidelines are to keep everyone safe,
especially for our compromised members.

Due to concerns about Covid 19 our Vacation Bible School has been cancelled for this summer.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
It is with great pleasure that I share with you some positive news during this unprecedented time.
Through several emails sent from Concordia Plan Services (a part of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod)
to our treasurer, Janet Rosin, and myself, we were encouraged to apply for the Paycheck Protection
Program Loan (PPP Loan)/CARES Act. This PPP Loan is intended to supplement up to 8 weeks of salaries,
health and retirement benefits, and utilities. In this time of economic uncertainty, we wanted to ensure
that we could continue to provide for our dedicated and wonderful staff. By using these funds accordingly
and reporting the use through the proper channels, the loan will be forgiven. Janet should be commended
for working diligently to secure the funds and familiarize herself with the reporting guidelines. What a
blessing indeed!
It is also with a humble heart and grateful spirit that we are pleased to announce the offerings for March
and April met our budget! What a tremendous testament to your faithfulness in giving! The offerings and
tithes are deeply appreciated, and exemplify the true meaning of following Christ’s teachings! Together will
continue to thrive, not just survive, during these trying times!
In His Service,
Pastor Elam
We will have a workday on

Saturday, May 30th beginning at 8:00 a.m.
that will end no later than noon. Lunch will be provided. Social distancing will
be practiced.
The usual hedge trimming, window washing, and inside pew/altar cleaning
will be the focus. Please bring your trimmers, rakes, and electrical cords.

ACADEMY OF EARLY LEARNING

PRESCHOOL PLUS

The Academy of Early Learning has changed names. The new
name is Preschool Plus.
Anyone who would like to rock babies, read to the children, or
help in any way would be more than welcome. A TB test, and
background check are required. They will be paid for by
Preschool Plus. Contact either Pastor Elam or Ginger Richardson
in the church office for more details.

MISSING BIBLE STUDY?
These studies are facilitated via Zoom by Pastor E. B. Holschuh at Zion Lutheran Church in Alamo, TX.
Everyone is welcome to join.
Journey from Unbelief to Faith will begin Thursday, May 21, at 10am via Zoom and run through June 11. Hosted by Rev.
Dr. John Nunes, this 4-session, weekly Bible study offers the viewpoints of four people who have made a remarkable
journey (each session has a 15-17m video). The passage from unbelief or antagonism toward God to faith in Christ as Lord
and Savior is a road that's different for each person. Register here.
REVELATION: A Lutheran Perspective will begin on Monday, June 1, at 7pm via Zoom and run through July 20 (no session
June 22). This is a 7-session, weekly overview of “The revelation of Jesus Christ…”, a message of promise and hope (rather
than a scary and overly complicated last book of the Bible). Register here.

OVERCOMING ANXIETY DURING COVID-19

By Jonathan Pokluda

Anxiety can feel like a constricting snake slowly tightening around us
until it is difficult to breathe. In recent weeks, the anxiety surrounding
the rapid spread of the COVID-19 virus has a hold on the whole world as
people die, economies decline, and our lives change right before our
eyes.
In this four-part series, Jonathan Pokluda speaks words of comfort and
wisdom, to help Christians navigate the areas of life COVID-19 is
affecting. During this series you'll be encouraged in how to overcome
anxiety in these troubling days and explore ways you can remain faithful
to God and to others.
If you are not currently accessing righnowMEDIA, St. Paul has a
subscription waiting for you to receive FREE access to thousands of
video resources to help you with parenting, marriage, discipleship and
more. Contact the office for more information.
Just click this link to start watching right away https://www.rightnow.org/Account/Invite/a736d581-bdc9-4ac5-ac114feb6fc827a5

CONGRATULATION2020 S HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

Best of luck to all of our
2020 high school
graduates!

Isabella Crew
Daughter of Katie & Jonathan Crew, Granddaughter of Harlan &
Janet Rosin. Isabella graduated from Auburn High school and will
be attending Auburn University to work toward a degree in
Elementary Education.
Ethan Boarts
Son of Chaplain Matthew & Alicia Boarts.
Ethan graduated from Prattville High school. He will be attending
Black Hawk Community College in Illinois for 1st year then heading
to Trinity College to work toward a Radiology Degree.
Jackson Smith
Son of Bryan & Jessica Smith. Jackson graduated from Loveless
Academic Magnet Program. He will be attending the University of
South Alabama to work toward a degree in Civil Engineering.

A BIG THANK YOU
TO THE ST. PAUL VIDEO STREAMING TEAM

Each week this group is working hard to
stream the worship services and Sunday
School.
Scott Arnold, Peter Johnson,
Kyle Arnold, and Tommy Lee

Thank you to Chaplain Boarts for his
contribution in initially getting the live
stream up and running. His
participation in the Sunday Bible study
and reading the Scriptures during the
second service is much appreciated.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION – LOOKING AHEAD TO THE FALL
First and foremost, a huge "THANK YOU" to John and Debbie
Mikulka who have decided to step aside after many years of
outstanding service to St Paul coordinating and teaching
children's Sunday School (and several Vacation Bible
Schools!). We look forward to them becoming participants
in adult Sunday School!!
As things start to return to normal, we need to start planning. for the resumption of Sunday School this fall.
Most importantly we need CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS (and substitutes) to step forward NOW to
review and purchase children's materials. We need you to commit NOW to allow time for completion of
background checks.
Prior to the quarantine we had been offering TWO high quality adult Bible study options. We also need leaders
to step forward at this time to select materials for the fall.
And last, but certainly not least, we need an overall coordinator for Children's Sunday School.
Please pray about becoming involved in Sunday School this Fall!!!!

WOMEN OF THE WORD BIBLE STUDY
The Ladies Bible Study Group is not meeting due to the coronavirus epidemic.
When we return, we will continue our study of James.
We are actively searching for our next study topic since there are only two
sessions left in this series.
We continue to pray for all those affected by the virus and look forward to
continuing our study together.
.

BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR WORKING WITH CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRIES
(Ages 18 and Below) background
We all look forward to the start of next Fall’s Sunday School and Youth Activities. Today, more than ever,
our children need our protection. Therefore, everyone involved with our youth in any way will be required
to have a background check. This includes Sunday School, Jr. and Sr. Youth, Nursery, and VBS. St. Paul will
pay for background checks.
Beginning in the fall we will implement a policy requiring checks for any adult who will be leading or
supervising any children’s or youth ministry or function where children participate without the presence of
their parents or legal guardian.
Examples of adults supervising children: Church staff, Sunday School and Confirmation teachers (and
substitutes), nursery workers, VBS volunteers, and chaperones for offsite functions. We want to cast to
cast a "wide net" on background checks -- including all parents and grandparents of children age 18 and
younger and anyone who might volunteer to help with children's events.
Background checks will be completed by www.protectmyministry.org.
Please contact the church office for your authorization & information sheet. The church will pay all costs.
All information will be handled with utmost confidentiality.

LWML MISSION GRANT #12
“WOMEN’S WITNESS AND MERCY, ASIA —
MISSION CENTRAL”
$100,000 LWML PAID IN FULL

PRAYER REQUESTS
Cindy A., John O.,
Milton K., Harlan R.,
Steve (in New England),
Daniel K.

What is Urawa Lutheran
School putting in the mailbox
of each of its 760 students at
the beginning of this new
academic year? Where has
the strict "No Mask Zone"
been relaxed
to allow for this facial accessory? Is it true that a
subway station has been installed in the school
basement? What is one of the ways the Bible is
used in the English-as-a-Foreign-Language (EFL)
classes? For the answers to these questions, read
the latest newsletter here from the Going Family
serving in Japan.

• Lord, protect those working on the front-lines
serving the sick and those in essential services
and ministries
• Lord, let all Christians and churches reach-out
with hope and love while people's hearts are open
• Lord, how can I bless my church financially
during these challenging days
• Lord, please use me to bless others in Jesus' name

REALITY AND TRUTH
Plans are still on to serve Friday, May 29th. Everyone who can help serve please meet there at 4:30. We
will be serving outside.
We do not know who is blessed more by this ministry, the ones being served or those serving.

Happy Anniversary
Ron & Kajuana Hill

May 17

Kurt & Cynthia Hetler

Mike & Janet Nisbet

May 17

Matt & Carrie Newman June 7

Crowell & Gayle Lisenby

May 21

Russ & Diana Kirklin

June 11

Matt & Alicia Boarts

June 14

Brandon & Brittany Richardson May 28
Dewey & Gwen Landers June 2

Gunnhild Grant May 16
Carrie Paxton
May 16
Rebecca Culver May 26

Larry Maevers
Bunnie Dunn
Evelyn Oswald

Please submit pictures/information for the
newsletter by the 12th of each month to
dhoward@knology.net.

May 27
June 3
June 6

June 4

Beau Smith
Baylor Bozeman
Florence Smith

June 6
June 8
June 8

Lori Cabaniss
Dick Vaughn
Brooks Wilson

June 9
June 10
June 12

PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER
To activate the prayer chain, contact Margaret Carlson at 334-567-0964 or the
church office at 272-6214.

