July 26th Sanctuary Worship

8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Worship and Adult Bible Study will also continue online at St. Paul’s Facebook page.
Go to the St. Paul website for more information and to see a video about reopening
www.stpaulmontgomery.org .

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Welcome Home! We will begin worshipping this Sunday, July 26th at both of our regular worship times of
8:00 and 10:30 in the sanctuary and continue online. Adult Bible class will continue from 9:30 - 10:00 online
through the St. Paul Facebook page. The beginning date for Youth and Children’s Sunday School is still to be
determined.
We have taken an abundance of caution in preparing for this Sunday. Masks will be required, as will social
distancing. Seating arrangements will be different as well. We are not making this decision on a whim. Much
preparation and prayer have gone into this decision to reopen. We definitely would not open if we believed
we could not do it safely and responsibly. Also please remember, for a number of reasons, it is possible that
we may have to go back to live streaming only. I understand that some of you are not ready to return and I
completely respect your decision. Either way, we are here for you by live streaming or in person.
The sanctuary will be a little cooler than normal so you might want to bring along a sweater or jacket.
Please continue to keep our congregation, staff and pastors in your prayers. Also, please pray for the first
responders, nurses and doctors and families affected by this disease.
In His Service,
Pastor Elam

A new directory is in the
works. When available, it
will be sent to your email.
A few paper copies will also
be available.

REALITY & TRUTH MINISTRIES
We have a 5th Friday in July and St. Paul has
committed to provide and serve a meal. Help
is needed. Please contact the church office if
you are available to help.

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Bryan S., Cindy A., Steve T., John O., Lloyd C., Derrick H., Gwen, and Mason and Hilary’s unborn child with heart
complications
• Lord, protect those working on the front-lines, those serving the sick and those in essential ministries
• Lord, let all Christians and churches reach-out with hope and love while people's hearts are open
• Lord, please use me to bless others in Jesus' name
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July 21 is
Pastor Elam’s
th
24 Anniversary as a
Called Servant of Christ to
St. Paul Lutheran Church

LWML HISTORY
"There's no question the church is behind you because in so
many ways you are ahead of the church." With those words, a
Lutheran historian applauded the progress of the Lutheran
Women's Missionary League (LWML) since its founding in
1942. Its roots, however, go back nearly a century earlier.
Beginning in the 1850s, women of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod (LCMS) www.lcms.org started local auxiliaries
to meet the needs of people—mending clothes for
seminarians, equipping hospitals, establishing schools,
developing convalescent and retirement homes, assisting
orphanages and residences for people with disabilities,
gathering clothing, furniture and food for indigents, and
funding mission endeavors at home and abroad.
Not until the 1920s, however, did members of congregational
societies begin to coordinate their efforts by uniting in state
and regional leagues. Oklahoma was first in 1928, but it took
more than a decade before official approval was granted for a
national LCMS women's organization.

Our next meeting will be in the Fellowship Hall on
August 18th at 6:30 p.m. Please remember to bring your mask.

BREATHE EASY
The mold in the sanctuary
ceiling has been removed!

REPAIRS TO THE FRONT SIGN
St. Paul’s sign that was damaged by a powerful storm has been repaired and is working perfectly. The sign’s
foundation had to be completely rebuilt and now has a reinforced concrete base, all new ballasts and bulbs. We
have an agreement with the sign company that when we are ready to update the sign’s information panels, they
will work with us to give St. Paul a whole new look. We didn’t do that at this time because of the uncertainty of our
budget.

ST. PAUL SAFETY AND SECURITY TEAM
Pastor Elam has assembled a Security Assessment Team
that attempts to represent a cross section of St. Paul. The
Team will assemble data and put it into an organized and
easily understandable document that addresses the safety
and security of St. Paul. Thank you to our team members
for helping to secure the facility and ourselves.

SAFETY AND SECURITY TEAM MEMBERS
Sr. Pastor Cary Elam – Our Customer
Jerry Huffstickler – Team Leader
Mike Nisbet
Dewey Landers
Donna Dradzynski
Jason Sloop
Mark Wootan

HOW DO WE MAKE SENSE OUT OF SUFFERING?
For it is commendable if someone bears up under the
pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of
God. But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating
for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for
doing good and you endure it, this is commendable
before God. 1 Peter 2:19-20
Have you ever caused your own suffering? Bad
decisions often bring on suffering. Ouch, it hurts when
we bring on our own troubles.
Sometimes you can just be minding your own business,
following the rules, doing everything correctly, and
suffering comes anyway. The worst kind of suffering is
suffering that makes no sense.
That’s the type of suffering in the Bible verse from 1
Peter. He says, “it is commendable if someone bears up
under the pain of unjust suffering.” In other words, if
you didn’t cause your suffering but you’re enduring it
anyway, you’ll be rewarded.

Especially, Peter adds, if the reason for your patient
endurance is because you “are conscious of God.” We
need to realize that sometimes the only cause for our
suffering is God himself. No, he’s not punishing us for
something we did wrong. He hasn’t stopped loving us. He
hasn’t taken the day off. Instead, in his perfect wisdom
and saving work, he has allowed some suffering to darken
our days that we never saw coming, and it doesn’t always
make sense.
We must realize this is God’s will and say, “God’s will be
done.”
Other than complaining or shaking our fist at God, what
do God’s people do? We are to endure suffering
patiently. We trust that our loving Father has a good
reason for it and that one day it will all make sense.
Prayer: Dear Lord, help me endure all suffering patiently
by putting my trust in you. Amen.

Preschool Plus is serving Montgomery area
families year-round from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Care is offered for ages 6 weeks through after
school care age. We are a faith-based ministry
and a partner with our neighbor St. Paul Lutheran
Church. Our approach to child development is based on our
belief that young children learn best through age appropriate play.
We value the teacher's role as a facilitator of learning.

ST. PAUL MEMBERS
ANNUAL PLANNING

We are currently enrolling for the 2020-2021 school year and would
love to have your child and family join the Preschool Plus family.
Please contact us at 334-356-0016 to schedule a tour or for any
questions.

WOMEN OF THE WORD BIBLE STUDY
What a blessing to be able to get out, study God’s Word together and have fellowship with
others. We are able to ‘social distance’ yet still feel like a group.
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month at 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Bless These Lips exams the things we say that get in the way of our relationships with God and
with others. Each chapter draws on lip product analogies and uses humor, anecdotes, and
observations to introduce Scripture passages that address common behaviors and attitudes.

Happy Anniversary
Charlie & Diane King

7/24/2004

Steve & Joan Nightengale 8/4/1973

Mark & Diane Wootan 7/25/1992

Mike & Cindy Ahrendt

8/16/1980

Matt & Mindy Buckley 7/31/2004

Rudy & Ann Ohme

8/16/1969

Mark & Cynthia Bennett 8/2/1997

Donna Dradzynski 7/22
Jillian Dradzynski 7/23
Rudy Ohme
7/27

Jon Oswald
7/27
Jessica Smith 7/29
Mark Bennett 7/31

Please submit pictures/information for the
newsletter by the 12th of each month to
dhoward@knology.net.

Cindy Hetler 8/2
Alicia Boarts 8/7
Kathryn Elam 8/7

Ryan Lueck 8/7
Ron Mitchell 8/7
Nancy Dunn 8/10

Autry May
8/11
Jennifer Marquis 8/14
Sadie Owens
8/17

PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER
To activate the prayer chain, contact Margaret Carlson at 334-567-0964
or the church office at 272-6214.

