LUTHER TOOK A STAND
On October 31st, 1517, Martin Luther nailed a
critique of indulgences, known as the 95 Theses,
to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg.
The three ideas of the 95 Theses are:
• PROTEST the abuse of papal authority.
• CHALLENGE to the Pope: if he controls
Purgatory, why not empty it for free?
• DENIAL of the “extra merit” theory behind
indulgences. The “true treasury” of the church is
the Gospel… the proclamation of God’s mercy.
The indulgence dispute set off the need for a
reformation in the church. The Church said some people
were better than they needed to be in order to be saved. This “extra merit” could be transferred via an “Indulgence” to
those whose salvation was in doubt. Originally… an indulgence was earned by making a pilgrimage and paying a small
sum. However, by Luther’s time, the idea was widely abused, and indulgences were on public sale.
This dispute soon led Luther to a careful study of the Holy Scriptures. From the Bible, Luther discovered that
salvation is not “EARNED” by works… it is a “DIVINE GIFT” of God!
From Romans, Luther learned that there is no way in which man can “gain credit” with God and
“merit” His favor. But man can receive through Faith God’s divine gift of life, because of the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Then his sins are forgiven by the sheer MERCY of God. The doctrine
of JUSTIFICATION by FAITH through GRACE is the essential doctrine of Holy Scripture. Any doctrine of
any church (including Lutheran) which conflicts with this is False… False… False!
When Luther was 63, thirty years after he nailed the theses on the church door, he repeated on his death bed three
times in Latin the life-saving verse of Scripture: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son that whoever
believes in Him should have everlasting life.” John 3:16
This is most certainly true!

The Amazing Journey of a Shoebox
Gift Begins with You and Results in
Evangelism, Discipleship, and
Multiplication.
Worldwide Distribution
Long before shoeboxes arrive in more
than 100 countries, volunteer
National Leadership Teams train
pastors and community leaders who
want to share the message of the
Gospel and bless children. The leaders
learn how to host child-friendly
outreach events, and how to
implement The Greatest Journey
follow-up discipleship program.

Pick up your shoeboxes today in the narthex. Fill
and return to church no later than November 17th.

JUNIOR YOUTH RETREAT
November 15-18th
Macon, MS at Lake Forest Camp
"The battle is real. The enemy is fierce. Who’s going to stand and fight?
Over the course of the weekend our students will discover their
“supernatural” abilities to do battle in the galactic spiritual conflict
between good and evil. As our students gather together, we will dig into
God’s word and the Small Catechism to find answers to some important
questions…
•
•
•
•
•

What does spiritual warfare look like on today’s Jr High campuses?
Who is the “enemy” and what are his strategies?
How do we prepare for spiritual battle?
How can teenagers put on the armor of God?
What has Jesus done for us that gives us courage in the battle?"

In September, PAIRS AND SPARES got together for some football! We watched college
football and ate lots of delicious tailgate food!
We also closed out our Bible Study on the book, “Whisper,” by Mark Batterson and are
preparing to begin our study on the book, “The End of Me,” by Kyle Idleman. Our Bible Study
meets every other Wednesday at the Wilson’s. If you’re interested in joining us contact
Kristi Dunham or Drew Wilson!

LABORERS FOR CHRIST
The Lutheran Church Extension Fund’s Laborers for Christ (LFC) program provides the
hands and hearts to accomplish God’s plan for ministry by building new facilities or
updating older structures for optimal efficiency.
Since 1980, LFC has helped complete more than 860 of these projects. Members are dedicated
Christians who enjoy witnessing their faith, serving others, traveling and meeting new people.
St. Paul members, Charlie and Debbie Howard, have been serving with LFC for the past 10 years
and helped with 9 projects across the country. Along with construction there are always other
ways to help the congregation: mowing grass, leading Bible studies, VBS, office work, etc. Most
Laborers have RVs but not all and usually live on the church parking lot or in a close by RV park
during construction. Although it’s a lot of physical labor, we have daily devotions on the job and
have fun getting together after work each day to decompress at Attitude Adjustment (AA) hour
and go out to eat together once a week when congregation members often join us. We make
new friends and become a part of each congregation. The daily Christian fellowship we enjoy
makes it very hard to leave when we’re finished.
You too can join LFC to start helping with construction projects at LCMS ministries.
As an Active Laborer, you’ll be able to empower ministry by working to help
congregations, schools and organizations carry out their mission of sharing the Gospel.

SHOULD WE CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN??
Witches, wizards, skeletons, devils, and
superheroes? As Halloween approaches, many
Christians will get all worked up about this supposedly satanic
holiday. With emphases on witches and devils and violent
horror, people may get upset and say that Christians have no
business observing this holiday and ought to do something else.
All over “Halloween” celebrations are replaced with “Fall
Festivals.” Can you be a Christian and celebrate Halloween? The
fact is, a Christian can celebrate and enjoy Halloween.
Halloween is taken from the old English “All Hallows Eve.” “All
Hallows” refers to “All Saints” which is the festival on November 1
on which the church remembers all her baptized saints who have
fallen asleep in Jesus. October 31 is the Eve (evening or day before)
of All Saints or All Hallows Eve, shortened over time to “Halloween.”
At its root, Halloween was the Eve of the day when Christian saints
were remembered. And when we’re talking about saints, we’re
talking baptism! How can a day which reminds us of our baptism be
bad?
On Good Friday, Jesus destroyed the power of the devil. He died
for the sins of the world. Jesus disarmed the powers of hell. That
means when Halloween rolls around and little ghosts and goblins
are running around, they’re making a mockery of the devil. He has
no power. You may dress up like a ghoul or a superhero but to
your Father in heaven you’ll always look like His Son, dearly
beloved and precious.
So, live Halloween the way you live every day. Remember that
you are a child of God, marked by the Lord as His own child. Go
and enjoy your day and eat your candy with a clean conscience.
Serve your neighbor and avoid anything that will harm or be a
bother to them. Dare to be Lutheran remembering that October
31 is also the day that the Reformation began, the time when
Martin Luther reminded the church that Christ was the big deal
and that superstitions, even if they’re in the church, are still silly
and useless. So Happy Halloween! Happy because you are a
baptized saint in Jesus.
Rev. Mark Buetow is pastor of Bethel Lutheran Church in Du Quoin, IL

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY (FPU) at St. Paul
St. Paul will be hosting a FPU LIVE event on the evening of Wednesday, November 20 from 6:45 9:45 p.m. Thousands of people across the country will watch as Dave Ramsey and Chris Hogan walk through the 7 Baby
Steps and show that money stress doesn¹t have to be a forever problem! For previous FPU graduates this will is a
great refresher. More details will be available. Watch the pre-service screens and bulletins for registration
information.

WOMEN OF THE WORD BIBLE STUDY
Women of the Word Bible Study meets the second and fourth Thursday of each month at 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. Come join us as we continue our study of the book of James. Our next session will be October 24.
For more information contact Janet Nisbet or Ann Ohme.

Blessings to all!

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDIES
If you have any questions about the studies, please speak with Pastor Elam or Kristi Dunham.
Option 1
+ 9/29 - 10/20, Explaining the Scary Stuff in Revelation
+ 10/27 - 11/17, The Journey from Unbelief to Faith, The passage from unbelief or
antagonism toward God to faith in Christ as Lord and Savior is a road that's different for
each person. Follow the stories of four individuals from widely dissimilar pasts that
arrived at the same conviction: Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior and because He is, they
must tell others about it.
+ 11/24 - 12/15, Joseph: Carpenter of Steel, The man driving the Christmas story in this
Bible study is none other than Joseph, the foster-father of Jesus. Join us as host Rev.
Gregory Seltz, Speaker for The Lutheran Hour, as he sheds light on one of the New
Testament's unsung heroes.
Option 2
+ 9/29-11/3: Not A Fan by Kyle Idleman
+ 11/10 - 12/15: Love Like That by Les Parrott. How many times have you fallen short at
being a good friend, a wise parent, or a self-giving spouse because you didn't love—
truly love—at the highest level? It’s tough. We’re bound to fail. The bar is so high,
especially if you aspire to love like Jesus. But it’s not impossible. Dr. Les Parrott
examines Jesus’s life and character traits to give practical definition to what it means to
love like Jesus.

HOMELESS VETERAN OUTREACH
St. Paul is collecting travel-sized hygiene items for
homeless Veterans in our community. A donation box is
located in the Welcome Center.
Requested items include: anti-bacterial wipes, body wash,
razors, deodorant, lotion, shampoo, conditioner, hand
sanitizer, tissues, toothbrush, toothpaste, floss, and lip
balm.
On Saturday, October 19 at 11 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall
it’s All Hands-on Deck to pack the donations in gallon size
Ziplock bags for distribution. Lunch will be provided.

The ladies of LWML donated $500 to Pastor’s
Benevolence Fund in the memory of Judy Vaughn
on LWML Sunday. Sunday school breakfast items
were also served.
Seed money of $100 was donated to a new
Outreach called Sewing for Christ. Fleece hats and
scarves for the Homeless Vets were the first
project. If you know of new outreach ideas, please
contact Sandy Huffstickler or Mary Cronian.
Our next LWML meeting will be Tuesday, October
15 at 6:30 p.m. Come serve the Lord with
gladness!

Sign up to join us as we gather to serve those who have
served.

ST PAUL’S YOUTH FUN FAN AND SPORTS TRIVIA NIGHT
was a thank you meal to our congregation for their
support. Delicious pork barbecue, coleslaw, beans, chips
from the Barbecue Ministry was served. Everyone enjoyed
watching the video from the trip to the National Youth
Gathering in Minneapolis in July. Thirteen of our youth
and chaperones attended. The Sports trivia was fun too!

St Paul’s “sewing ladies”
met at the home of Mary
Cronian, 975 Old Ware
Road, Wetumpka on
Tuesday, October 8 from
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Our first outreach project was
making 30 fleece hats and 2
scarves for Homeless Veterans.
No sewing skills are required.
Also, this would be a fun way
to learn to sew. We look
forward to adding more
outreach projects! For more
information contact Sandy
Huffstickler or Mary Cronian.

THRIVENT BENEFITS
On September 25th St. Paul
hosted a workshop with our
local Thrivent representative,
Tom Noon. The workshop focused on Thrivent
Action Teams. Everyone who owns Thrivent
products can redeem $500 each calendar year for
projects in our community - projects that interest
you!!
If fully leveraged by all Thrivent members at St. Paul,
over $10,000 each year could be realized for projects
of various types (fund raising, community service,
educational, and so forth). Efforts are underway to
leverage our congregation¹s Action Team potential.
If you have any questions please contact Mike Nisbet.

Renee Perry
Frank Richardson
Laura Salmons
Doris Schreiber
Theresa Holman
Julie Nightengale
Harlan Rosin
Eunice Twiss

10/15
10/16
10/20
10/22
10/23
10/23
10/24
10/24

John Weimer
10/28
Rockie Hitsman 10/29
Diane King
10/29
Keith Thomas
10/29
Sandy Huffstickler 10/30
Kelly Kriener
10/30
Margaret Carlson 10/31
Michelle Campbell 11/02

Kurt Hetler
Michael Landers
Glenda Morrissette
Don Schultz
Cheryl Segrest
Mike Nisbet
Winston Buckley
Ron Hill

ARE YOU A PODCAST LISTENER?
Chaplain Boarts is one of the hosts for the Air Force
Chaplain Corps podcasts. Just search for “Air Force
Chaplain Corps” to hear good discussion about
interesting topics.

11/02
11/02
11/03
11/04
11/05
11/09
11/10
11/10

Scott Kennedy 11/10
Jerry Huffstickler 11/11
Mary Smyly
11/11
Amanda Andrews 11/12
Dewey Landers 11/13
Isabella Crew
11/14

Al & Bash Agricola
Bill & Linda Schuchman
Charles & Debra Howard
Grant & Patty Behning

10/21/1977
10/22/1967
10/23/1982
11/11/2011

Oct. 15/ Nov. 19 ..... LWML at 6:30 p.m.
Oct. 19 ............ Breast Cancer Awareness Run
Oct. 19 ............. Pack for Homeless Vets, 11:00 a.m.
Oct. 19/ Nov. 19 ..... Journeymen at 9:00 a.m.
Oct. 24/ Nov. 14 .... Women of the Word Bible Study 11:00 a.m.
Oct. 24/ Nov. 14 ..... Dulcimers at 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 27 ............ Trunk or Treat, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Oct./Nov.......... Monday Nights - Round Dance, 5:30 – 9:00 p.m.
Nov. 3 .............. Time Change, Turn clocks back one hour.

Nov. 9 .............. Church Chicks, 8:30 a.m. at Chappy’s
Nov. 9 .............. Mexican Train Dominoes at 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 12 ............ TLC at 10:00 a.m.
Nov. 17 ............ Voter’s Meeting after 2nd Service
Nov. 24 ............ Single Thanksgiving Worship Service
at 10:30 and meal. Decorate church.
Nov. 29 ............ Reality & Truth 4:30 p.m.

Worship Assistants
USHERS

COUNTERS

Oct.

20 8:00 Jerry & Sandra Huffstickler
10:30 Matt Buckley, John Olsen, Don Schulz, & Adam Warnke
27 8:00 Jason & Ryan Lueck
10:30 Kurt & Cindy Hetler, Steve Dradzynski & Volunteer
Nov. 3 8:00 Ron & Paula Mitchell
10:30 Kurt & Cindy Hetler, Steve Nightengale & Volunteer
10 8:00 Mike Nisbett & Drew Wilson
10:30 Dan Andrews, Bob Cordes, Dan Devaughn & Rosalinda
17 8:00 Jerry and Sandra Huffstickler
10:30 Matt Buckley, John Olsen, Don Schulz, & Adam Warnke
24 8:00 Jason & Ryan Lueck
10:30 Kurt & Cindy Hetler, Steve Dradzynski & Volunteer

Oct.

20 Terry Elam & Rosalinda Crum
27 Jessica Smith & Amanda Andrews
Nov. 3 Debbie Olsen & Cheryl Segrest
10 Diane Wootan & Rosalinda Crum
17 Jessica Smith & Karalyn Maevers
24 Debbie Olsen & Amanda Andrews

READERS
Oct.
Nov.

ALTAR GUILD
October – Carrie Newman
November – Debbie Kennedy

NURSERY (10:30)
Oct. 20 Sue Gill
27 Terry Elam

GREETERS
Oct.

20

8:00 Mike & Janet Nisbet
10:30 Rosalinda Crum & Volunteer
27 8:00 Ron & Paula Mitchell
10:30 Janice Mather, Volunteer
Nov.
3 8:00 Jerry & Sandy Huffstickler
10:30 Johnnie Nelson Brown &
Janice Mather
10
8:00 Florence & Ethan Smith
10:30 Harlan & Janet Rosin
17
8:00 Mike & Janet Nisbet
10:30 Rosalinda Crum & Volunteer
24 10:30 Janice Mather, Volunteer

Please submit pictures/information for the
newsletter by the 12th of each month to
dhoward@knology.net.

20 Neil Foulger
27 Mark Wootan
3 Diane Wootan
10 Rudy Ohme
17 Harlan Rosin
24 Debbie Mikulka

Nov.

3 Rachel Arnold
10 Rockie Hitsman

29 Volunteer
17 Sue Gill
24 Terry Elam

ACOLYTES
Oct.
Nov.

20 Beau Smith & Julia Bennett
27 Bree Andrews & Hailey Andrews
3 Stanford Garnto & Michael Landers
10 Jack Dradzynski & Pace Crew
17 Ava Dradzynski & Jackson Smith
24 Julia Bennett & Bree Andrews

PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER
To activate the prayer chain, contact Margaret Carlson at 334-567-0964 or
the church office at 272-6214.

