
Walk Through the Bible 19 – John the Baptist 17 January 2021 
 
The Prelude 
Rest. Refocus. Put away worldly cares. Welcome the Lord! 
 
Welcome 
P: The Lord be with you! 
C: And also with you! 
P: We are Gathered by God-- 
C: To Share the Love of Jesus! 
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Prayer for Blessing on the Word 
P: Let us pray. Lord our God: 
C: We gather in Your house to hear Your Word and call on You in prayer and praise. Bless Your Word 

wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a Word of power and peace. By Your Word, gather those not yet 
Your own and grow those who have already come to faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the 
heart, from the heart to the lip, from the lip to the life, and from one life to another, that as You have 
promised, Your Word will not return to You empty, but it will accomplish the holy purposes for 
which You send it; through Jesus Christ, our Lord; Amen. 

 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 
Let all who hear Now to His temple draw near, 
Joining in glad adoration! 
 
Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning. 
And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
Have you not seen All that is needful has been 
Sent by His gracious ordaining? 
 
Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you, 
Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 
What need or grief Ever has failed of relief? 
Wings of His mercy did shade you. 
 
Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 
Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 
Ponder anew What the Almighty can do 
As with His love He befriends you. 
 
Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 
Let the Amen Sound from His people again; 
Gladly forever adore Him! 

Words: Joachim Neander, Translation: Catherine Winkworth 
© Public Domain 



Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Our Lord commanded Baptism, saying to His disciples in the last chapter of Matthew: "All authority 

in heaven and earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I will be with you always, to the very end of the 
age." The holy apostles of the Lord have written: "The promise is for you and your children," and: 
Baptism now saves you." 

 
P: We also learn from the Word of God that we all are conceived and born sinful and so are in need of 

forgiveness. We would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting 
condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for 
the sin of the whole world that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

 
P: Receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your forehead and upon your heart to mark you as one 

redeemed by Christ the crucified. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Hear how the Lord Jesus Christ has opened the kingdom of God to little children.  
 

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have Him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. 
When Jesus saw this, He was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth: anyone who 
will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it." 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
P: It is your task as sponsors --godparents-- to confess with the whole Church the faith in our God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in whose name these children are to be baptized.  
 

P: After they have been baptized, you are at all times to remember them in your prayers put them in 
mind of their baptism, and as much as in you lies, give your counsel and aid, especially if they 
should lose their parents, that they be brought up in the true knowledge and worship of God and be 
taught the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord's Prayer, and that, as they grows in years, 
you place in their hands the Holy Scriptures, bring them to the services of God's house,  and provide 
for their further instruction in the Christian faith so that they come to the Sacrament of Christ's Body 
and Blood, and thus, abiding in baptismal grace, and in communion with the Church, they may grow 
up to lead godly lives to the praise and honor of Jesus Christ. 

 

P: All these things you intend gladly and willingly to do? If so, answer, "Yes, with God's help." 
Godparents: Yes, with God's help. 
 
P: May God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His grace fulfill 

what we are unable to do. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 



Lord's Prayer 
P: In order to implore the blessing of our Lord Jesus Christ upon the gathering of these children into the 

family of our Father, let us with all the family pray the prayer He gave us: 
 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P: The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth and even forevermore; 
C: Amen. 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
P: Because these children cannot yet answer for themselves, we shall all, together with parents and 

godparents, faithfully speak on their behalf, testifying to the forgiveness of sin and the birth of the 
life of faith that God our Father bestows in and through Baptism. And so I ask: Do you renounce the 
devil and all his works and all his ways? 

C: I do renounce them. 
 
P: Do you believe in God, the Father almighty? 
C: Yes, I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son?  
C: Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
P: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
C: Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
P: Who brings this child to be baptized? 
Parents: We do. 
P: How is this child to be named? 
Parents: Aubrey Lyn Sparks. 
P: Aubrey Lyn Sparks, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

And all God's people said: 
C: Amen! 
P: May the Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has given you the new birth of water 

and of the Spirit, and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life 
everlasting. Peace be with you. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Who brings this child to be baptized? 
Parents: We do. 
P: How is this child to be named? 
Parents: Kyle David Sparks. 
P: Kyle David Sparks, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. And 

all God's people said: 
C: Amen! 



P: May the Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has given you the new birth of water 
and of the Spirit, and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life 
everlasting. Peace be with you. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Receive these white garments to show that Christ has taken away and borne your sin, and put upon 

you His perfect righteousness. So shall you in faith ever stand before Him.  
 
P: Receive also these burning lights. Live always by the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His 

coming again, that you may meet Him with joy and enter with Him to the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. 

 
P: Let us pray: Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You 

graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted Aubrey Lyn and Kyle David the new 
birth in Holy Baptism and made them members of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and heirs of 
Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore You that, as they have now become Your children: 
keep them in baptismal grace, and according to Your good pleasure, may they faithfully grow to lead 
godly lives to the praise and honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the 
promised inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
P: Lord and giver of life, look with kindness upon Nicole and Matthew, and upon all parents. Let them 

ever rejoice in the gift of Aubrey and Kyle, whom You have given them. Enable them to be teachers 
and examples of righteousness for their children. Strengthen them in their own Baptism so that they 
may share eternally with their children the salvation You have given them; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
L: Through Baptism God has added Aubrey Lyn and Kyle David Sparks to His own people to declare 

the wonderful deeds of our Savior, who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.  
C: We welcome you into the Lord's family. We receive you as fellow members of the body of Christ, 

children of the same heavenly Father, to work with us in His kingdom.  
P: And you, Aubrey Lyn and Kyle David, the Lord bless you in all your ways from this time forth and 

even forevermore. 
C: Amen 
 
Children of the Heavenly Father 
Children of the heav'nly Father Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven Such a refuge ne'er was given. 
 
God His own doth tend and nourish; In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them; In His mighty arms He bears them. 
 
Neither life nor death shall ever From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, And their sorrows all He knoweth. 
 
Though He giveth or He taketh, God His children ne'er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely To preserve them pure and holy. 

Words: Carolina Sandell Berg; Translation: Ernst W. Olson 
© Augsburg Publishing House. 

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004176 
 



Collect 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray together: 
C: Lord God, heavenly Father, we praise You for receiving us into Your family through Holy Baptism. 
Be among us and bless us with an ever firmer faith that we may take hold of Your great gift of salvation, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit move us to live as Your thankful and joyful children. In our lives 
and in each of our brothers and sisters in the Body of Christ, may Your name be glorified and Your 
kingdom come; through Jesus Christ, our Lord; Amen. 
 
Readings from Holy Scripture 
 
Old Testament – Psalm 29 
29:1 Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
29:2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. 
29:3 The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over many waters. 
29:4 The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
29:5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
29:6 He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
29:7 The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
29:8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
29:9 The voice of the Lord makes the deer give birth and strips the forests bare,  

and in His temple all cry, "Glory!" 
29:10 The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 
29:11 May the Lord give strength to His people! May the Lord bless His people with peace! 
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle – Romans 6:1-11 
6:1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 6:2 By no means! 
How can we who died to sin still live in it?  
 
6:3 Do you not know that all who are baptized into Christ Jesus are baptized into His death? 6:4 We 
were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 6:5 For if we have been united 
with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His. 
 
6:6 We know that our old self was crucified with Him so that the body of sin might be brought to 
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 6:7 For one who has died has been set free from 
sin. 
 
6:8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him. 6:9 We know that 
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over Him. 
6:10 For the death He died He died to sin, once for all, but the life He lives He lives to God. 6:11 So you 
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 



Holy Gospel – Mark 1:1-11 
P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
1:1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 
1:2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 
"Behold, I send my messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way, 1:3 the voice of one crying 
in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight,'" 
 
1:4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 1:5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him  
and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 
1:6 Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and 
wild honey. 1:7 And he preached, saying, "After me comes He who is mightier than I, the strap of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 1:8 I have baptized you with water, but He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit." 
 
1:9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 1:10 And 
when He came up out of the water, immediately He saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit 
descending on Him like a dove. 1:11 And a voice came from heaven, "You are my beloved Son; with 
You I am well pleased." 
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
To Jordan's River Came Our Lord 
To Jordan's river came our Lord, The Christ, whom heav'nly hosts adored, 
The God from God, the Light from Light, The Lord of glory, pow'r, and might. 
 
The Savior came to be baptized—The Son of God in flesh disguised— 
To stand beneath the Father's will And all His righteousness fulfill. 
 
As Jesus in the Jordan stood And John baptized the Lamb of God, 
The Holy Spirit, heav'nly dove, Descended on Him from above. 
 
Then from God's throne with thund'rous sound Came God's own voice with words profound: 
"This is My Son," was His decree, "The one I love, who pleases Me." 
 
The Father's word, the Spirit's flight Anointed Christ in glorious sight 
As God's own choice, from Adam's fall To save the world and free us all. 
 
Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; This man is Christ, our substitute! 
He was baptized in Jordan's stream, Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 

Words: James P. Tiefel 
© 1993 James P. Tiefel. 

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004176 
 
Sermon 
The Voice of the Lord 
Mark 1:11 



On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry 
On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 
Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; Make straight the way for God within, 
And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there. 
 
We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without Thy grace we waste away Like flow'rs that wither and decay. 

Words: Charles Coffin 
© Public Domain 

 
Confession & Absolution 
P: Do you not know that all who are baptized into Christ Jesus are baptized into His death? We were 

buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, 

C: we too might walk in newness of life. 
 
P: For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a 

resurrection like His. But far too often, rather than walking in newness of life, we return to our old, 
sinful ways. But are we to continue in sin so that grace may abound? 

C: By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 
 
P: Let us present ourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life. 
 

(We keep a time of silence for meditation and personal confession to God.) 
 

P: Heavenly Father, hear our confession: 
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ: Be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you. In Baptism, you were united to 

Christ in both His death and His resurrection. You were once buried with Him, but now You are 
raised with Him! As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen! We are dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus! 
 
Peace 
P: The voice of the Lord is powerful. 
C: The voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
 
P: The voice of the Lord reveals Jesus as His Son. 
C: The voice of the Lord reveals that we are His children too. 
 
P: The voice of the Lord is over the waters. 
C: The voice of the Lord says: "You are my beloved! With you I am well pleased!" 
 
P: The peace of the Lord is with you all! 
C: And also with you. 



On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry 
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent sets Thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Spirit evermore. 

Words: Charles Coffin 
© Public Domain 

 
Gathering of Tithes and Offerings 
spalutheran.org/give 
 
Offertory Prayer 
P: Let us pray together. God of redemption and new life: 
C: As our Lord was baptized by John in the Jordan, He shared in our human frailty. As we are baptized 
into Him, we share in His glorious resurrection! Be pleased, O Lord, with the offerings we share from 
the bounty of all You have given us, and help us to share even more generously the love of Jesus by our 
words and actions; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, with whom You are well pleased, and in 
whom we have new life! In His name we pray; Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Church 
Email requests to prayer@spalutheran.org 
 
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs, 

saying: Lord in Your mercy; 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 
I: In the beginning, O Lord, Your Spirit hovered over the face of the waters and Your Word spoke 

creation into existence. When Jesus, the Incarnate Word, was baptized in the river Jordan Your 
Word declared Him to be Your beloved Son. This day, by that same Spirit, You gave new life to 
Aubrey Lyn and Kyle David. We gratefully welcome them as fellow heirs in Your blessed kingdom. 
Lord in Your mercy; 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 
P: Lord of glory, You gather Your Church and sanctify us in Your truth. Guide and direct Matthew and 

Derek, our bishops in Christ, and bless them in shepherding the Pastors and congregations of our 
synod. In mercy, preserve and provide for all congregations who lack a Pastor, and sustain those 
already laboring in Your fields, ripe for the harvest. Grant wisdom and vitality to all the ministries of 
our congregation, especially the Christian Childhood Center. May their works bear good fruit, for 
Your glory. Lord in Your mercy; 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 
I: Lord of glory, Your wisdom is beyond any mortal comprehension. You are truly the Lord and You 

always do what is good. As every lawful authority on earth comes from You, uphold our nation in 
righteousness and health. Grant wisdom to all of our leaders and all public servants, including our 
armed forces, police and first responders. Send peace in our time. Lord in Your mercy; 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 
P: Heavenly Father, You are the Great Physician of body and soul. Give rest, healing and relief to all 

who are sick or in any need, especially these that we remember by name before You: 
 

(We recall those in need of healing, aloud or in silence.) 
 



Watch over all expectant mothers and their children. Grant them a safe delivery and bring them to the 
font of new life in Christ. Lord in Your mercy; 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 
I: Lord God, heavenly Father, with the Holy Spirit, You manifested Yourself in the fullness of grace at 

the baptism of Your dear Son. With Your voice, You directed us to Him who has borne all of our 
sins, so that we might receive grace and the remission of sins. Since we have been baptized in 
accordance with Your command, we pray: Strengthen our faith through Your Holy Spirit. Lord in 
Your mercy; 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 
P: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who 

died and rose again, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Benedicamus 
P: Let us bless the Lord; 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are my own. 
In my love's baptismal river  
I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing-You are my own. 
 
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
Here you heard my dear Son's story;  
Here you touched Him, saw His glory. 
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
 
Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me; 
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
Here my Spirit's power filled you;  
Here His tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free. 
 
I, the Lord, will bless and keep you and give you peace; 
I, the Lord, will smile upon you and give you peace: 
I, the Lord, will be your Father,  
Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 
Go, my children; I will keep you And give you peace. 

Words: Jaroslav J. Vajda 
© 1983 Concordia Publishing House 



Sending 
P: We are Gathered by God 
C: to Share the Love of Jesus! 
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Farewell & God's Blessings 
 
The Postlude 
Please be seated. 
Remember. Reflect. 
Give thanks. 

#spalutheran 


